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Dramatic Critics’ Box Score 


Season of 


1938-39 


(Sept. 14, 1938-May 25, 1939) 


Key to abbreviations: SR (shows reviewed), R (right), W (wrong), 
O (no opinion expressed), Pct, (percentage). 





SR R w oOo. Pet. 
ANDERSON (Jourmal-American) ....... 73 62 11 0 849 
WATTS (Heraid Tribune)............++. 74 61 13 0 824 
COLEMAN (Mirror)..... omens seesbasow Oe 37 8 6 822 
WHIPPLE (Worid-Telegram)..........+: . 68 56 12 1 812 
WINCHELL (Mirror).....cccceceeeeees .. 29 23 6 9 -793 
BROWN 9(PoOSt)..ccccccccccccccececseees . 63 49 13 1 -778 
MANTLE (NE@WS)...ccccccccccccccvcveccess 69 53 15 1 -768 
LOCKRIDGE (Sun)......-..e6- $useeseaes 74 56 18 0 £757 
ATKINSON (TimeS)......+-.eeeeceseeees 74 55 18 1 743 

(Score based on 76 new shows covered by first stringers) 

VARIETY (Combined)........s.seeeeeees 76 64 12 0 842 








John Anderson Ist Time Winner 


Of N.Y. Drama Critics Boxscore 








John Anderson, of the New York 
Journal-American, is the winner of 
the Variety boxscore of daily news- 
paper drama critics for the Broad- 
way season of 1938-39. It’s his first 
win, although he has generally been 
well up in the.ratings and last year 
‘was runner-up to John Mason Brown, 
of the New York Post, who copped. 
Anderson’s average was .849, the 
lowest percentage to win top honors 
in the last eight years and well be- 
low his .918 score in placing second 
last year. Brown set a high record 
in winning last year with an average 
of .935. 


Runner-up this year is Richard 
Watts, Jr., of the Herald Tribune, 
with an average of .824. Others and 
their scores were as follows: Robert 
Coleman (Mirror), .822; Sidney B. 
Whipple (World-Telegram), .812; 
Walter Winchell, (Mirror), .793; 
Brown, .778; Burns Mantle (News), 
-768: Richard Lockridge (Sun), .757, 
and J. Brooks Atkinson (Times), .743. 


Outstanding feature of this season’s 
tabulation is the slump taken by 
nearly all the reviewers. Only 
Whipple, with a climb of nine points 
over his 1937-38 ratings, bettered his 
previous percentage. All the others 
dropped. Combined average for all 
the critics was .793, compared to the 
853 figure last year, bearing out the 
evidence that the recent season was 


(Continued on page 42) 


CLASSY CHASSIS LASSIES 
ENJOYING A FAIR BOOM 


It’s a figleaf bonanza for the nudie 
Performers these days. The N. Y. 
Fair is the direct answer. So many 
undraped shows that the lassies with 
the classy chassis are getting above 
Par wages. 

The entrepreneurs realize this by 
frankly stating that if they strip 
Well, most of 'em can’t do anything 
beyond the epidermis display. If 

ey can dance, they may be shy on 

@ streamlining, etc. 
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Chester, Boy From Good 


Family, in the Band Biz 


Detroit, June 6. 

Bob Chester, son of Mrs. Albert 
Fisher and scion of the Fisher Body 
manufacturers, debuts as a band 
leader soon. Currently rehearsing a 
14-piece outfit in New York com- 
prised of five brass, four rhythm and 
five sax, including his own, 

Not tied to any booking agency 
and has no recording affiliations so 
far. 


FIGHT TELECAST 
SHOWS UP ITS 
PROBLEMS 


By HOBE MORRISON 

Telecast of the Max Baer-Lou 
Nova heavyweight fight last Thurs- 
day night (1) from the Yankee Sta- 
dium, N. Y., by NBC offered one of 
the best tests of television in the 
U. S. so far. Reports from England 
have been favorable regarding tele- 
vision for covering fights, but this 
is the first to be televised in this 
country. The U. S. preem was by no 
means as auspicious. 


Experiment was nardly a com- 
plete success, but it did demonstrate 
the possibilities. It also brought out 
a number of problems that will have 
to be met. 


It was evident that in its present 
state television fails to show suffici- 
ent detail. Although Sam Taub, who 
was at a special mike for the tele- 
cast, spoke repeatedly of Max Baer’s 
facial injuries, not a trace of a mark 
was visible in the picture on the re- 
ceiver lid. Furthermore, nothing 
could be distinguished of the fight- 











(Continued on page 28) 


sEE LATE START 
FOR '99-40 LEGIT 


General Uncertainty of Cur- 
rent Plays, Due to the 
Fair, Etc., Pitches Broad- 
way Interest Anew on Film 
Bankrolling Next Season 











LOOKS FAVORABLE 





Start of the 1939-40 production sea- 
son will probably again be late, such 
being the indications despite the fact 
that the summer has only just start- 
ed. Managers are undecided about 
their future activities because of the 
uncertainty about business, none be- 
ing confident that the slump, which 
started with the debut of the World’s 
Fair, will soon end. 

Some have scripts in finished form 
but are holding back casting until 
some line can be obtained on 
whether Fair visitors during July 
will patronize theatres. Some ob- 
servers are confident of an upturn, 
but most showmen appear to be 
skeptical and figure that if the Fair 
continues to be a deterrent during 
the summer, the same conditions 
may apply to early fall. 

Hollywood participation in legit 
shows is seen upping production. 
The Coast coin has been absent for 
more than two years, but Broadway 
managers now would welcome a 
slice of it. An agreement between 
picture interests and the Dramatists 
Guild has been in the making for 
eight months. Both sides basically 
concur on the new contract and a 
final draft is being drawn up. 

Stated that in about two weeks 
the factions will confer, and while 
the terms are not expected to be 
100% acceptable, the pact is virtu- 
ally sure of being consummated be- 
fore the end of summer. As yet no 
tieups between film execs and legit 
showmen are known to have been 
made, but tentative deals are report- 
ed. Number of picture people have 
conceded that Broadway contacts 
for talent and material have been 


(Continued on page 44) 





Screen Biogs on Marie 
Lloyd, Stephen Foster 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Male lead in ‘Marie Lloyd,’ story 
about the English music hall star, to 
be produced at RKO by Herbert 
Wilcox, goes to Cary Grant. Anna 
Neagle, the British player, has the 
title role. English producer is still 
easting around for a title lead 
in ‘Kitchener of Khartoum’ to be 
produced in England. He wanted 
Grant for the part, but actor was 
previously committed. 

Stephen C. Foster's biog is to be 
made by 20th-Fox under the title of 
‘Swanee_ River.’ Tyrone Power 
draws the top role and Henry King 
directs. 








B'WAY WANTS H'WOOD COIN 





N.Y. Cafes Doff World's Fair Bunting 
In Disgust; Expo s 6,000,000 No Help~ 





Star at One 





Hollywood, June 6. 

Sandy, year-old moppet, made 
her debut as a star yesterday 
(Mon.), sharing top spot with 
Mischa Auer in ‘Sandy Takes a 
Bow’ at Universal. 

Milkman’s daughter, formerly 
Sandra Henline, first appeared 
in Bing Crosby’s ‘East Side of 
Heaven’ (U), 





RENO INTENT 
ON DOING A 
COMEBACK 


Reno, June 6. 
Hoping to catch tourists’ dollars 
this summer, traveling back and 
forth between New York and San 
Francisco fairs, Reno night spots 








While it’s been a gag around mid- 
town that Grover Whalen is giving 
Broadway two weeks to get out of 
town, it’s no kidding matter now, 
with the Times Sq. hotels, niteries 
and restaurants, most of which are 
seriously considering dropping any 
trailerizing for the N. Y. World’s 
Fair. Some of the cafes have 
frankly stripped the bunting and of- 
ficial insignia off their premises in 
frank spleen against the Fair. 


So far, not only has the Fair been 
;no biz aide, but contrariwise a 
| vicious detriment to business. The 
moment the bonifaces read of the 
6,000,000th customer being clocked 
at the Fair, in less than a month, it 
was a rude awakening how much 
traffic had detoured to Flushing 
Meadows. 

Cafe m.c.’s all over town audibly 
quip and ad lib that the Fair visi- 
tors have been ruinous to business, 
these gags being for local consump- 
tion, since the natives still are the 
prime supports of the nocturnal 
joints. And any native New Yorker 
now realizes how much ‘the Fair 
has put the town on the bum.’ 

Unless something radical comes to 
pass in July and August—like May, 
the locals have given up June as 





and gamblers have dolled up their 
establishments, and dusted off their | 
roulette wheels and crap tables. 


For a couple of years pickings | 
have been tough; lots of customers 
but no dough. Dollar bills piled 
high in the cashier cages in the gam- 
bling joints, but it takes bales of 
them to cover the nut alone, much | 
less sbow a profit. Fair-bound vis- | 
itors, if they will only tarry long 
enough in Reno to see the town, | 
should have money when they get | 
here, the gamblers figure. | 


Dog House night club, owned by | 
Phil Curti, spent $30,000 enlarging | 
and decorating and is offering seven 
acts nightly. The tavern, top spot for 
many years, folded during the win- 
ter and was taken over by Board of 
Trade which does not know what to | 
do with it. 


Calneva Lodge, Lake Tahoe re- | 
sort, where fine meals are served as 
come-on for gambling, scheduled to 
open within next few weeks, and 
Stateline Club, rival of Calneva on 
Lake Tahoe, has been reuphol-| 
stered in preparation for expected 
big season, 

Effort to revive the good old days’ 
of 1931-32 when the Reno city ad- | 
ministration was so liberal that the 
mayor once advocated placing a 
barrel of beer on every corner, 
failed completely at last city elec- 
tion. 

Conservative mayor, August 
Frohlich and four conservative coun- 
cilmen were elected, leaving the | 
gambling and night club interests 
with little or no control over city 
affairs. Same situation prevailed 
during the four years starting in 
1935. Council has no intention of 
clamping down on gambling or. 
night clubs, but joints must watch | 
their step at all times and not turn 








places into honkytonks. 


any stimulus—the Broadway bunch 
would like to blind itself almost 
wholly to what the Fair may or may 
not mean to the Main Drag. Expe- 
rience thus far has proved that 
they’re just too tired to bother with 
Broadway, after getting a load of 
what’s going on at Whalen’s expo, 
When the summer dog-days are 
really here, the heat will be no 
added inducement to patronize 


(Continued on page 47) 


DeROSE-BREEN’S 16TH 
YEAR AS RADIO TEAM 


Peter DeRose and May Singhi 
Breen celebrate their 16th annivere 
sary year in radio June 23. They 
started with WEAF and, when three 








| years later that station became the 


New York key for NBC’s initial 
network, they joined the NBC pay- 
roll and have been on it ever since, 
It makes them radio’s oldest team in 
term of service. 

Only time they have been off the 
air is the two weeks they got for 
their honeymoon in 1929. On an- 
other occasion, 1937, they got two 
weeks off for a trip to Denver, but 
no sooner were they there than the 
duo got tagged for a daily broadcast 


‘on KOA. 





AQUA-CINEMA 

New opposition to theatres and be- 
lieved to be the first of its kind will 
be pictures at the Riverside Cascades 
swimming pool, on Riverside Drive 
at 134th street, N.Y. 

Pictures will be thrown on @ 
screen at one end of the swimming 
tank, for free, with the pool admis- 
sion, 
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SELLING PEPS UP WITH EXHIBITOR | 
ACCEPTANCE OF CODE PROVISOS 








Arbitration Setup Expected to Be in Operation "Tippetts Must Defend 


Within a Month, but 


Meantime Exhibs Favor 





Accepting the Code Individually | 


‘The trade practices code and ar- 
bitration thereunder should be in 
operation within a month, it is be- 
lieved, with the work of setting up 
boards in the various branch cen- 
ters begun by that time. Meantime, 
predictions are that a majority of 
the country’s exhibitors will agree 
to the code and arbitration so that 
deals on the 1939-40 product can be 
negotiated under the concessions 
made by the distributors. 


Film salesmen report a_wide- 
spread tendency on the part of ex- | 
hibitors to accept the code and j| 


write the 1939-40 film deals in ac- 
cordance with the various provisions 


worked out, including arbitration. 
Even if exhibitor associations to 
which they belong may take issue | 


with the code, as finally written, and | 
attempt to get even further conces- 
sions, many theatre owners are go- 
ing to accept the code as individuals 
anyway. The exhibitor in a given | 
situation who refuses to accept for | 
personal or ozganization reasons is | 
going to be buying film under a 
handicap against opposition that is 
taking advantage of the code, 10-20% 
cancellations, etc. This very fact | 
is almost certain to place the code | 
into quick and complete operation in 
such cases. 


Now that the code has been finally 
drawn and the complete machinery 
of arbitration worked out, the selling 
of °39-40 film, which has been lag- 
ging badly, is likely to pick up im- 
mediately, even before the arbitra- 
tion boards themselves have been 
set up. This will not require much 








time. 
Mpls. Meet May Spur It 


The Allied States convention in 
Minneapolis next week, it is figured, 
may act as a spur to getting the code 
into operation at an early date. It 
will be discussed from all angles at 
the convention and distributor lead- 
ers will be present to take part in 
the issues reaching the floor. 

Various important exhibitor lead- 
ers not aligned with Allied States 
will also be present, but Ed Kuyken- 
dall, president of the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America, 
will not be among them. He is tak- 
ing the position that the MPTOA 
and Allied have nothing in common. 
An odd position of the MPTOA on 
the code, particularly arbitration, is 
that some of its members who are 
affiliated with major chains will be 
on one side of the fence under ar- 
bitration while others (simon-pure 
indies) will be on the other side. 
The distribs and the affiliated thea- 
tres are as one unit under arbitra- 
tion, the indies as another. 

Kuykendall, in Myrtle Beach, S.C., 
yesterday (Tues.) on a South Caro- 
lina exhibitors convention there, 
will be in Roanoke, Va., next week 
for a Virginia convensh. On May 
25-26 the MPTOA president at- 
tended the Missouri-Kansas conven- 
tion in Kansas City, and on May 28- 
30 he was in Jacksonville, Fla., for 


entirely from outside the Twin 
Cities, according to the branch} 

managers who, however, point out 
that this is always the case because 
actual solicitation of Twin City ex- | 
hibitors does not occur until August | 
or later. At the same time, it’s as- 
serted, a number of the more promi- 
nent Twin City independents, as | 
usual, are taking the initiative in| 
making new-season deals. 

W. A. Steffes, Northwest Allied | 
president and Allied States’ national | 
convention chairman, asserts it’s 
‘imperative’ for the Northwest inde- 
pendents to hold off from buying now 
not only because of the ‘possibility’ 
of the formation of the national buy- 
ing chain, but also because ‘reduc- 
tions in film costs are essential if the 
independent theatre owner is to 
continue in business. He predicts 
that the Allied States’ national con- 
vention will accomplish a move- 
ment ‘to force such lowering of film 
costs.’ 





Okla. Jury Still Out 
Oklahoma City, June 6. 

The arbitration code has exhibi- 
tors in this state thinking if nothing 
'else. Opinions are scarce though all 
admit they are giving it serious con- 
siderdtion in an effort to form an 
opinion. Some exhibitors have re- 
marked that ‘f and when’ they are 
able to completely understand it, 
they'll be able to make up their 
minds about it. 

Exhib leaders who have followed 
negotiations closely and kept abreast 
of developments express diversified 
opinion. Morris Lowenstein, prexy 
of MPTO, has expressed approval 
of the trade-practice code ‘for the 
good it has done and will do, and 
for the influence its existence will 
have on industry affairs.’ 

Other leaders have expressed opin- 
ions as chiefly in that while the re- 
sults of code points are a matter of 
‘guess work’ the fact that the trade 
practice agreements have actually 
been arrived at speaks well for the 
industry. 

Biggest expression of favorable 
sentiment is not so much on what 
the code contains as what it rep- 
resents in the way of the industry’s 
willingness and ability to ‘clean its 
own house.’ 


BRITISH WAR SCARE 
FADES, FILM B.0. UPS 


Cessation of war fears to a certain 
extent is responsible for the up swing 
at the boxoffice in Great Britain, ac- 
cording to C. G. Dickinson, Para- 
mount sales manager in England. 











Dickinson arrived in N. Y. the mid- 
dle of last week accompanied by T. 


U’s 2706 Suit—Court 


The Appellate Division of ihe 
N. Y. supreme court Monday (5) de- 
nied an application by John D. and 
Eugene T. Tippett, to appeal to the 
Court of Appeals, highest tribunal in 
| the state, from an order refusing to 


| dismiss a $270,000 suit against them 


by Universal Pictures Co. 
Universal claims a _ split profit 
agreement between the Tippetts and 
Carl Laemmle, whereby Laemmle 
awarded them the raw film stock 


contract of Universal from 1927-33, 
and during which period the film 
company purchased 300,000,000 feet 
of raw film stock. The commission 
was $270,000, and the company is 
asking for the return of that amount. 


H wood Britons 
Salute Royalty 
Via NBC Gala 


Hollywood's British film colony 
combines next Sunday (11) for a 
gala ‘salute’ to visiting King and 
Queen via a worldwide NBC hookup 
which will be heard 3-4 p.m. in the 
east, or just as George VI and Eliza- 
beth are with President and Mrs. 
Roosevelt at Hyde Park, N.Y. Ger- 
trude Lawrence left last night (Tues- 
day) by train to m.c. the show and 
Radie Harris, who conceived the 
idea, flew to the Coast Monday (5) 
to script and align the film people. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke, Basil Rath- 
bone, Leslie Howard, Herbert Mar- 
shall, Ray Noble’s orchestra, Greer 
Garson, Henry Stephenson, Roland 
Young, Anna Nagel, Edna Best, 
Freddie Bartholomew, Laurence 
Olivier, Errol Flynn, Raymond 
Massey, C. Aubrey Smith, Norma 
Shearer (who is Canadian by birth), 
Cary Grant, Brian Aherne, Judith 
Anderson (Australian) and David 
Niven will participate. 

Because of the wealth of talent, 
several will be grouped in sketches, 
but the main idea is a 100% English 
accent over the radio. 


Judith Anderson, Olivier, Marshall 
(who is en route east) and Massey 
will do their stuff from the New 
York end; all the others from the 
Coast. Frederick Lonsdale, in the 
east, has authored a special toast to 
the king and queen. 











Par-CBS Salute 





C. Reddin, advertising manager for 
Par in Great Britain. 

Both now are on the Coast attend- 
ing the annual sales convention. 


SAILINGS 











a local exhib conclave. He is ex- 
pected to be in New York toward June 28 (New York to Paris) Elsa 
the end of the month. MPTOA ap- | Maxwell (Normandie). 
proval of the code is virtually cer- June 17 (London to New York) 
tain. Johnny Johnstone, John Steele 
(Mauretania). 
June 9 


NW Selling ‘N ‘Normal Or 


Better,’ Aver Exchanges 


Minneapolis, June 6. 


Although the word has gone out | 
to all exhibitors in the territory to| Ralph Hanbury, 
refrain from buying 1939-40 prod- 
uct until after the Allied States’ na- | 


tional convention, June 13-15, es 


pecially because of ‘plans to ergan- | Henie, 


f- Davis (Washington). 
June 7 (London to New York) Sue 


ize a huge nationwide independent , Mary). 


theatre owners’ buying circuit,’ 
cal exchanges insist that sales are 
‘normal or better. In fact, nearly 
all the branch managers claim 
they’re running ahead of the corre- 
sponding period last year. 

Branch managers assert that the 
independent 
are not taking seriously the pro- 
posal for the film-buying chain of 
2,500 theatres over the entire 
United States. They think it’s just 
‘a lot of talk, hot air and hooey’ and 
they’re proceeding to make their 
film deals as usual, 
change heads declare. 

The business now being written 
by the exchanges is coming almost 


(London to New bomead 





Hollywood, June 6. 

Paramount is cooperating with 
CBS on a half hour broadcast Satur- 
day (10) saluting Thomas A. Edison 
on the 50th anniversary of the in- 
vention of kinetescope. 

Program airs from banquet room 
at Par sales convention, Jack Benny 
emceeing. 








Adler’s RKO Deal 


| Luther Adler has closed a con- 
bry with RKO for pictures. He 





Amus. Stocks Tightly Controlled 


Washington, June 6. 

Tight control of amusement corporations with stocks listed on na- 
tional exchanges is revealed in a _ special Securities & Ex- 
change Commission study on distribution of American investments. 
Novel analysis, shielding identity of the firms, showed that more than 
three-quarters of the individuals interested in amusement enterprises 
account for under 100 shares apiece. 

For amusements—presumably leading film eompanies—the S. E. C. 
study was confined to seven units, with an aggregate of 5,682,361 shares 
outstanding. Researchers brought out that two of the companies are 
‘closely-held’ outfits while ownership of the other five is fairly well 
spread. 

In the two ‘closely held’ companies—with 1,995 investors accounting 
for 405,202 shares—the smali investors (less than 100 tickets) repre- 
sented 94.2% of the total. Considerably above the average for 244 cor- 
porations of more than 50 types. This group accounted for only 8% 
of the outstanding paper, or 28,430 tickets. 

While ownership in the other five amusement concerns was much 
more generally distributed, even these were tightly controlled by a 
minority of the investors. With 38,909 persons holding 5,277,159 shares, 
80,455, or 78.5% of the total, represented but 15.6% of the outstanding 
Ph oons 


SEC-WPA Analysis of Major Films 
Capital Structure, Except RKO, UA 


Washington, June 6. 

Thorough physical and fiscal exam of major film companies (excepting 
RKO and United Artists) shows Educational Pictures leads the pack from 
standpoint of net sales to capital. Special study of picture business ledgers 
by the Securities and Exchange Commission and Works Progress Admin- 
istration gives new comparison of the money aspects of the industry. 

Nevel picture revealed seven companies, which have 589 live and 15 
inactive subsidiaries, turned’ in a gross profit of $197,317,733 on sales of 
$406,855,095 in their fiscal years ended Dec. 31, 1937. Operating profit was 
10.1% of sales, up from 8.7% in 1936, while the net was $34,000,000, or 8.3%, 
compared with $27,000,000 or 7.2% the prior year. 

The Federal researchers made the following discoveries: 

Total dividend payments of the seven enterprises were $22,000,000 in 
1937, against $14,000,000 in 1936 and $6,000,000 in 1925. 

Loew’s has the biggest executive payroll ($2,717,000, compared with 20th 
Century-Fox’s $906,000) and paid the highest ($1,296,703), second highest, 
and third highest salaries. Fattest check from any other was $370,000 
handed over by Paramount. Figures for others were: Columbia, $182,020; 
Educational, $64,385; Monogram $24,153 (for 11 months), Universal Corp., 
$104,355; Universal Pictures, $143,500; and Warners, $209,100. No 1937 dope 
on Grand National. 

Columbia had the highest asset-to-liabilities ratio, $9.12 to $1, followed 
by Loew’s $4.86 and Paramount $4.43. 

Educational’s net-sales-to capital ratio ($15.99 to $1) was challenged only 
by Warner Bros., with $12.51. No other company topped $10. 

Inventory 

Ratio of net sales to inventory ran as follows: Columbia, $2; Educational, 
$6.24; Loew’s, $2.80; Paramount, $4.55; 20th Century-Fox, $4.55; Universal 
Pictures, $2.09; Warner Bros., $4.46. 

Educational led also on basis of net profit (before interest) compared 
with working capital. Showed a return of $24.17 for $1, against Colum- 
bia’s $1.56; Loew’s $13.68; Paramount’s $8.54; 20th Century-Fox’s $21.09, and 
Warners’ $7.81. Study revealed Universal Pictures’ loss was $14.46, while 
the parent, Universal Corp., went in the hole $9.87. 

Material improvement for the industry as a whole. Combined operating 
profit of the seven companies went from 8.7% of sales in 1936 to 10.1% 
in 1937; net profit rose from 7.2% of sales to 8.3%; and return on capital 
(book value) climbed from 9.2% to 10.6% 

Combined balance sheet assets rose from $512,000,000 in 1936 to $530,000,- 
000 on Dec. 31, 1937, but current liabilities went from $37,000,000 in 1935 
to $55,000,000 in 1937. 

For the industry as a whole, the ratio of assets to liabilities slipped pro- 
gressively although business was improving. Figures were 3.90 to 1 in 
1935; 3.52 to 1 in 1936; and 3.12 to 1 in 1937. 

Loew’s led in business volume in 1937, with sales of $107,821,923. 
was Par, with $104,185,953, the only other studio topping $100,000,000 

Warners led in assets ($177,545,000) and current liabilities ($20,231,000), 
with Loew’s second and Par third in each category. 

Gross 1937 profits ranged as follows: Columbia, $7,585,000; Educational, 
$952,000; Loew’s, $31,103,000; Monogram, $78,000; Par, $52,449,000; 20th-Fox, 
pioeenine 129,000; Universal —— $5,646,000; and Warners, bases 454,000. 


Hy AL BOYD CAN'T SETTLE 


Guitry HW mary Bound; 
Plans to Make Pic There) $55,710 DEBT FOR 36 


Paris, May 28. 

Sacha Guitry told the American Common Pleas court here last 
Club at its weekly luncheon this | Thursday (1) refused to allow Al 
past week that he has succumbed to | Boyd, circuit op, to compromise a 
the call of Hollywood after many | $55,710 judgment for $3,000. R. W. 
years holding out. He announced | Doty, Secretary of Banking of 
that he was going to Hollywood | Pennsylvania, petitioned the court 

|to accept the settlement as the best 


shortly to make a film. 
Although he has already visited that Boyd, once wealthy, could do 














Next 























lo- | 


exhibitors hereabouts | 


the local ex-_ 











Ryan, Danny White, Paul Draper | has gone to the Coast, and expects|the U. S., this will be his first ap- | 2t present, 
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So That’s What's Wrong with the B, 0.! 





While the World’s Fair currently is blamed for slipping business at 
picture theatres in Greater New York, several showmen are not in- 
clined to rest full responsibility on the exposition. They point to the 
weakie bills being offered in neighborhood cinemas and in the Broad- 


way deluxers. 


One exhibitor related the difficulty he had finding a suitable show in 


his neighborhood to entertain out-of-town visitors. 


‘One theatre had 


a film all of us wanted to see, but we figured that by the time the 
other feature had been run off and some shorts, it would be too late 
to stay for this one picture,’ he stated. ‘Trouble is that there are too 
many thin ‘A’ productions available just now, and too many woefully 
weak ‘B’ films, with no big players that anybody cares about. Result 
was that we all went to a newsreel theatre.’ 








Film Execs’ D.C Parleys Seen As 


Paving Way-for ° 


Consent’ Decree: 


It’s Part of FDR's Aid to Big Biz 





Washington, June 6. 

A major contradiction by the U. S. 
Commerce and Dept. of Justice on film 
regulation has the picture industry in 
the middle. Six top executives hud- 
dling here all day with Secretary of 
Commerce Harry I. Hopkins seemed 
to get the idea that the Administra- 
tion’s recent tack of ‘brotherly love’ 
for Big Business may pave the way 
for a ‘consent’ decree in the pending 
anti-trust suits against the majors. 

It’s reached the stage where Joseph 
H. Hazen, v.p. of Warner Bros. and 
its attorney, is remaining behind to- 
morrow (Wednesday), following the 
all-day huddles today (Tues.) in 
order to supply Commerce Dept. of- 
ficials with specific angles and sta- 
tistics on the economic structure of 
the picture business. 

It almost places the Commerce 
Dept. in the position of defending the 
film industry, with the suggestion it 
would then go over to the Justice 
division and try to make the legalists 
see the possible errors of their strin- 
gently technical legal ways. 

Secretary Hopkins sat down for 
two hours this morning with Will 
Hays, Joseph M. Schenck (in the ab- 
gence of Sidney R. Kent in South 
America), George J. Schaefer, Nich- 
olas M. Schenck, Harry M. Warner 
and J. H. Hazen to survey ‘problems 
affecting the motion picture industry 
in its relation to the general eco- 
nomic structure.’ It’s in line with 
the New Deal principle of talking 
things over, in the hope of accelerat- 
ing the whole American business 
machine. 

The advance agenda covered a 
wide range, but the monopoly topic 
was at the head of the list. 

It was significant that, other than 
Hazen, who was present, not as an 
attorney, but as a WB v.p., no film 
company attorneys were here. Sec- 
Tetary Hopkins was flanked by Dr. 
Willard Thorpe, former head of the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce, and now one of Hopkins’ 
mainstays; Nathan D. Golden, boss of 
the U.'S. motion picture division; 
and Ernest Tupper, economic ad- 
visor to Hopkins, and one of his 
prime braintrusters. 

Hazen’s powwow tomorrow (Wed.) 
will be chiefly with Tupper, plus 
Golden and Dr. Thorpe. They will 
report to Hopkins. 

The film executives set forth the 
Teasons for their justification in the 
Present business structure of block 
selling and general operations, argu- 
ing that any revision would destroy 
@ business that has taken many years 
to develop. 

It was reported that both sides 
Were in a bargaining mood, and that 
these parleys may pave the way to a 

consent’ decree in the Justice 
Dept.’s attack. Hazen, for that rea- 
son, must submit more details to 
back up the film execs’ contention of 
Oppressive conditions. The after- 
noon session broke up at 6 p.m. last 
night. 

It was announced that the same 
gtoup will meet in the capital next 
Week, at an anspecif2d time and 
date, depending on what the Justice 
Dept. may have to say in the in- 
terim. 


While the Dept. of Justice seem- 





ingly professes intricate knowledge 
of film trade practices, judging by 
its lengthy allegations, the Com- 
merce Dept. attitude is a major con- 
tradiction, in that it professes not 
to know enough about it, hence the 
request for more details. 
Settlement of the New York trust- 
busting riddle may be an outcome of 
the talks, which followed close on 
the heels of similar tete-a-tete ses- 


(Continued on page 44) 


$1,000,000 Wanger 
Libel Suit Vs. D.C. 
Daily, Ed Sullivan 


Washington, June 8. 

Monetary salve for wounds in- 
flicted by Ed Sullivan, N. Y. Daily 
News Hollywood columnist, was 
sought in the local courts last week 
by Walter Wanger. Naming the gos- 
sip peddler as a defendant, producer 
launched a $1,000,000 libel action 
against Mrs. Eleanor Patterson, pub- 
lisher of the Washington Times-Her- 
ald and sister of Joseph M. Patterson, 
chief owner of the N. Y. sheet. 

Basis of suit is a column terming 
Wanger films of inferior quality. 


SPITZ DUE TO LEAVE 
MAYO CLINIC SOON 


Leo Spitz is recovering from a re- 
cent operation at the Mayo Clinic, 
Rochester, Minn., and is expected to 
leave next week for N. Y. 

He heads for Frisco June 22 to 
pass his birthday at Herman Wob- 
ber’s estate, for years an annual cus- 
tom, then goes to Hollywood for a 
month’s stay. 


American Institute 

















Kudos to 7 in Fix Biz’ 


Hollywood, June 6. 

American Institute awarded seven 
honorary memberships at its an- 
nual banquet at the University of 
Southern California. 

Recipients were Jack Warner, 
Norma Shearer, Nelson Eddy, Sam 
Wood, Gabriel Pascal, May Robson 
and John W. Considine, Jr. 


Fine Arts Marks Time 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Continuance. of Fine Arts in the 
Grand National distribution fold de- 
pends on current audit of the GN 
books and financial prospects. Frank- 
lyn Warner, FA prexy, is awaiting 
the report to determine whether to 
continue as is or seek another re- 
lease for his eight pictures. 

Warner has been dissatisfied for 
several months with GN’s financial 
setup. 
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/EARLY PRODUCT SHORTAGE 





FORCES PLAYING 


ULOIEG; Bo WEAK 


New Crop of Films Don’t 
Draw, Exhibs Prefer Name 
Values of the Reissues— 
Static B.O. Forecasts More 
Summer Shutterings Pre- 
maturely 


—_—_— 


ALL OVER U. S. 








A severe shortage of product, 
partly due to weakness of ‘the ‘B’ 
films and the necessity of theatres 
to shorten runs because of dwindling 
business, is gripping parts of the 
country and forcing theatres to play 
reissues. The situation in some cen- 
ters, including New York, is more 
critical than it has been in many 
years. The off-biz and summer shut- 
terings are unseasonably premature. 

Showmen believe that one of the 
difficulties is the increased number 
of remakes and a lack in the flow of 
lesser product from either the 
majors or national indies such as 
Monogram and Republic. Audiences 
have been complaining about the 
long list of remakes this year, as are 
exhibitors. The latter are also voic- 
ing protest over the failure of the 
producers to put anyone of import- 
ance into the casts of many of their 
‘B’ pictures. 

This is resulting, not only in box- 
office defeat for a lot of secondary 
pictures, but is causing exhibitors to 
feel that it is better to play a reissue 
with names than new films of minor 
value without them. 

Reissues Limited 

Problem of keeping theatres going 
with the product that is now avail- 
able will result in many more clos- 
ings this summer it is believed. Only 
certain reissues seem to get any- 
where at the boxoffice, although 
some of them can be obtained 
cheaply, and rather than struggle 
through the balance of the current 
1938-39 season, exhibitors may be in- 
clined to close down to wait for the 
new product in August or Septem- 
ber. 

For the first time in the history of 
its operation, the Strand, Brooklyn, 
closes tonight (Wed.). In vaudeville 
during the winter, it has recently 
been back on a diet of double bills. 
Owned by the Warners, the Strand 
is operated by Si Fabian under the 
three-way Par-WB-Fabian pool in 
downtown Brooklyn. 

Business in Brooklyn and other 
neighborhoods is away down, includ- 
ing the Brandt Bros. houses. 

Some of the larger of the opera- 
tors right now are being forced to 
dig into the files for old film. In 
Manhattan two secondary first-runs 
which formerly had no trouble get- 
ting enough film are now being 
driven to reissues or anything they 
can get. These are the Criterion and 
Rialto, while many lesser subsequent 
runs are also using more revivals. 





Show Reissues, Rather 
Than Waste New Product | 


Pittsbur~h, June 6. | 


Flood of flicker reissues again | 
pouring into the downtown first-run | 
houses after getting the go-by for 
several months following biz collapse 
for the oldies. Reasons advanced for 
their return are two-fold. Early sum- 
mer product (new) has been off and 
conditions have been so poor around 
here of late that managements figure 
it’s no use wasting the current out- 
put anyway. Prefer waiting until 
things pick up a bit. 

Warner picked up the trail again 
last week with ‘Mutiny on the 
Bounty’, on a twin-bill with a new 
film, ‘Sorority House,’ and Senator, 


(Continued on page 14) 











H wood Gossip on Shortwave to S.A., 
Part of ‘Good Neighbor’ Campaign, 


Films Too: Ofiset to Rome-Berlin 





a 


Patterson’s F.D.R. Tie 





Washington, June 6. 

New film industry contact with 
the New Deal high command 
will be via Richard C. Patterson, 
Jr., retiring assistant secretary 
of commerce, who joins RKO 
July 15. Patterson, former NBC 
exec, has been appointed to the 
Business Advisory Council set up 
by President Roosevelt to pro- 
vide liaison between Govern- 
ment and business. 

First film personality on the 
panel since its creation several 
years ago. 


Ole Debbil Free 
Broadcasts, New 


Target of Films 


In the face of falling film grosses, 
the picture business has been making 
an intensive but quiet survey on the 
whyfore. Broadcasting studio au- 
diences keynote the major cause of 
complaint in the general direction 
of radio, which is an old show biz 
story, of course. 

The major film companies, all of 
which have made elaborate prepara- 


tions to welcome and entertain visit- 
ing showmen to the N.Y. World’s 
Fair, were all hit with the same un- 
usual number of requests from the 
hinterlanders’ families—the yen to 
see a studio broadcast. Breakdown 
of the types shows requested, forti- 
fied by supplemental information in 
other key cities, evidenced that the 
personality programs are the ans- 
wer to the deflection of considerable 
audience interest away from the 
boxoffice. 

Same thing is paralleled in Holly- 
wood and Frisco, visitors to the west 
coast’s exposition having similar re- 
quests. As in New York, but to a 
greater degree because of the film 
personalities, the large requests for 
ducats to radio shows with name 
stars were impressive. 

A survey on certain lesser shows 
evidenced that the ‘freak’ type of 
programs, such as the ‘confession’ 
school—under the guise of kindly 
advisors or free legal assistance— 
serve a morbid curiosity. Quiz shows, 
with cash prizes as added lure, like- 
wise pull heavily away from the b.o. 

This anti-radio feeling, generated 
by the direct effect on the gate, will 
undoubtedly have a vivid interpreta- 
tion in the film business’ future re- 
lations with radio. 


U’S $1,000,000 STUDIO 
FACELIFT THIS YEAR 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Universal will spend around $1,- 
000,000 this year on studio improve- 
ments and new stages after dishing | 
out $600,000 last year on similar con- 
struction. 

Outlay will be for two additional 
stages, cutting rooms, and camera 
and electrical equipment, latter to 
cost around $150,000. Work starts on 
new stages around July 1. 




















J. J. Fitzgibbons OK 


Rochester, Minn., June 6. 
J. J. Fitzgibbons, v.p. and general 
manager of the Canadian-Famous 
Players’ theatre circuit, out of Mayo 
Clinic here. 
Had been under care of doctors 





for six weeks. 


Columbia Broadcasting System’s 
offer to the picture industry of five 
quarter-hours a week for the short- 
waving of film Hollywood chatter 
news and interviews to South 
America and Europe, in several lan- 
guages, differs from NBC's present 
setup on the same subject in but 
One respect. Whereas NBC has 
been carrying a daily shortwave pro- 
gram of this type for the past year, 
on a strictly independent basis, CBS 
wants the film companies to con- 
tribute directly to the maintenance 
of the proposed series, 

CBS regards the idea as an ideal 
variation of the entertainment ap- 
proach in shortwave broadcasting, 


| because of universal popularity of 


Screen personalities. In its ap- 
proach to the Hays office on the 
proposition, the network pointed out 
that the program would serve to 
stimulate interest in American film 
fare. Frederic Willis, CBS director 
of shortwave broadcasting, is slated 
to meet with producer spokesmen 
this week to iron out the details, 

NBC's daily quarter-hour devoted 
to film material is broadcast in Eng- 
lish, German, French, Italian, Span- 
ish and Portuguese. Occasionally 
it shortwaves a recorded interview 
with a film star in Spanish. Because 
of the huge demand it received frém 
abroad for pictures of film sars, 
NBC is trying to work out some ar- 
rangement with film studios where- 
by these photos in postcard size 
could be supplied it on a nominal 
basis, 

All this, of course, is further in 
line with the U. S. ‘good neighbor’ 
policy plus the fact it cements the 
democracy block against the Rome- 
Berlin axis, which intensively propa- 
gandizes South America via shorte 
wave radio. 





‘Good Neighbor’ Films 
Washington, June 6. 
In line with the President's ‘good 
neighbor’ policy toward South 
America, the House passed Monday 
(5) a bill authorizing expenditure 
of $176,500 for motion picture proj- 
ects of the U. S. Film Service. 
Contained in legislation offered by 
(Continued on page 39) 



































Trade Mark Registered | 
FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Published Weekly by VARIETY. Inc. 

Sid Silverman, President 
154 West 46th Street, New York City 

SUBSCRIPTION 
Annual..... $10 Foreign..... $11 
Single Copies. ...cccceesecese- 25 Cents 

120 
Vol. 134 tapas No. 13 
Pe ce Sica coe ORD 
Chatter eee eee eee eeeeeenanee 45 
BO Ee ee 31-33 
Ie PONS BOs csivcces aseei- ee 
Fam Reviews i.ceisucsve 
Film Showmanship ...... 8 
WUE bi vc ccenccet sexs ra | 
House Reviews .......... - 37 
Inside—Bands .......-se0- 33 
Inside—Legit ............ 42 
| 7 
International ............ 11 
RAGE edb dn 000 xbeuxos 40-43 
Se tel sodas sbacaasnee 44 
BOUND sve cvestorssbdsardse 31-33 
New Acts ..... Poorer 39 
Se GE ncéaxtdecensns 34-36 
Obituary ..... Sovecnneesee 46 
Oo ee eee 
Pictures ..... bseebescddecss San 
Radio eee eeeene Sacsscdesenenal 
Radio Reviews ........... 30 
Radio—International ..... 21 
EOE sas acatekdcitel 28-29 
WUE viveshssteos «+. 34-36 
EE eee 








Soy Rr RINT ster 





a esata ci 


| 
) 
| 





w VARIETY 


PICTURES 








ate 


NEELY BILL’S NEW LEASE OF LIFE: WILL 


PROBABLY PASS SENATE, BUT NOT HOUSE 








Senator Neely Blasts Committee and Wins Some 


| 


7% 
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WARNERS’ PEEVE 





Action—Few Modifications But Reemphasizes Against wor Spieler’s Pan on Gen- 
. 
‘Big 8’ Control, Wall St. Dominance, Etc. | 





Washington, June 6. 

Life was revived in the Neely bill 
Jast week when the Senate Inter- 
state Commerce Committee, with 
several members reserving the right 
to vote against the reform measure 
on the floor, voted a favorable re-| 
port and allowed it to go on the| 
calendar. Present outlook is for | 
passage through the senate this ses- | 
sion, but no chance is seen of house | 
action before adjournment. 


Following Senator Matthew M. 
Neely’s verbal blasts, the subcom- 
mittee Wednesday (31) hastily | 
agreed to pass the buck to the full} 
commitee which, after a_ lively | 
wrangle, voted 15 to 3 to put the| 
measure on the legislative menu. | 
Opponents reported to be Senator 
Ellison D. Smith of South Carolina, 
the subcommittee chairman, Wallace 
E. White, Jr., of Maine, and Chan- | 
dler Gurney of South Dakota. | 


Attempt to amend the measure 
when it is taken up for debate was 
promised in the formal report, made | 
available Saturday (3), although the 
committee sidestepped suggestions 
for changes which will make the| 
bill more workable. Several mem- 
bers felt revision is imperative but 
no amendments were agreed upon. 

When the measure may be taken 
up was problematical, especially 
since Democratic Leader Alben W. 
Barkley is hostile. Relations be- 
tween Barkley and Neely are 
strained, so that the administration 
boss is hardly likely to make room 
op his schedule for the film bill 
until pressure is exerted. Tactics 
which Neely employed in forcing 
committee action—roasting Barkley 
and the subcommittee in an ironical 
and sarcastic speech—probably will 
be used again, however, to prevent 
pigeonholing. 

In his lengthy report, Neely re- 
ferred frequently to the Justice De- 
partment’s anti-trust suit against the 
major producers and affiliated ex- 














hibitors, livening his usual harangue 
about the vicious habits of the ‘Big 
Eight’ by noting that legislation is 
necessary to supplement the court 
attack. Even if successful, the suit 
will not accomplish all the reform 
groups wish, the West Virginian 
said. 

Most of the report was devoted 
to the familiar wails of the wo- 
men’s organizations, religious bodies, 
and educators but a few new touch- 
es were given the argument why 
Congress should legislate traditional 
leasing methods out of existence. 
The attack on the ‘Big Eight’ was 
bolstered by references to diliatory 
tactics used in fighting the Justice 
Department suit, big salaries and 
Wall Street control. 

Only a Stery ‘Outline’ 

Revision of the portion of the bill 
relating to blind selling (Section 4) 
was suggested by Neely, who an- 
nounced he will offer amendments 
proposed by Abram F. Myers, chair- 
man of the Allied States Association 
directors, in order to meet the chief 
complaints of major studio officials. 
The effect of these would be to re- 
quire ‘a general outline of the story’ 
rather than a ‘complete and true 
synopsis’ before rental agreements 
are made. Neely said the bill can 
be made ‘more liberal to the pro- 
ducers’ without weakening the en- 
tire measure. 

Reciting the various groups on 
record in favor of the reform, Neely 
offered new arguments why Con- 
gress should exercise more stringent 
control over operations of the film 
business. Among his reasons was 
the alleged influence of ‘leading 
financial groups.’ He pointed out 
the sub-committee had examined the 
volume, ‘Film and School,’ which 
contains charts showing the extent 
of banker domination, In these dia- 
grams he commented ‘the towering 
pillars from which the converging 
lines emanate are labeled ‘Morgan’ 
and ‘Rockefeller’.’ 

The ‘community selection’ idea 
naturally pervaded the report. 
Neely remarked that ‘there is no 
local power of election of programs 
except in the 2,500 theatres that the 
Big Eight themselves operate, and 
then only by the grace of the New 
York-Hollywood combine.’ Only 
remedy which will ‘restore freedom 


of action to the thousands of com-| 
munities now entangled in this far- | 
flung financial network’ is Federal | 
legislation, he declared. 

Rocks were thrown at the Motion | 


America, Inc., with Neely discussing 
sourly the propaganda machine set 
up by the Hays organization, the 
proposed self-regulation code, and 
the trade association’s own censor- 
ship efforts. 

Action on the legislation should 
not be postponed because of either 
the Government suit or the negotia- 
tions for a trade practice agreement, 
the senate was told. Even if both 
of these maneuvers succeed, the 
public still needs protection. 

‘After having failed to make good 
on promises of voluntary reform 
undertaken while similar legislation 
was under consideration in 1936, the 
Big Eight on the eve of the hearing 
on this bill brought forth a proposed 
voluntary trade-practice code as a 
substitute for the bill,’ Neely ob- 
served. 

‘The producers’ proposals do not 
abolish compulsory block booking 
or blind selling, but, on the con- 
trary, they propose to perpetuate 
those practices. Certain of the pro- 
posals would slightly diminish the 
hardships of compulsory block book- 
ing but they would effect no 
change in blind selling.’ 

New Fears 

Objections to the agreement ideas 
included the indie exhibitors’ fears 
that the cancellation privilege would 
be nullified by padding, the right 
to reject a film after it is booked 
is ‘a poor substitute for the power 
of selection at the time the exhibitor 


| WOR, Newark. 





heases his films,’ the opportunity to 
obtain outstanding pictures is limited 
so that ‘this privilege can be ex- 
ercised only once, and as against 
only one distributor during the 
yearly contract period.’ 

Concerning the anti-trust case, 
Neely said the primary objective 
is the severing of exhibition from 
production and distribution, not giv- 
ing wider freedom of choice. Noting 
the complaint was docketed more 
than 10 months ago and issues have 
not been set, he said, ‘the effective 
proscription of compulsory block 
booking and blind selling calls for 
complicated affirmative as well as 
negative provisions which would be 
more appropriate for legislation than 
for a decree.’ 

All the producers protests and 
contentions were shoved aside. 
Neely made no reference to con- 
tentions that volume of production 
would be curtailed, expense _in- 





creased, and jobs reduced, but said 
the argument about improvement in 
quality ‘is irrelevant since the pub- 
| lic is entitled to choose even as be- 


eral Film Industry 





Warner Bros. took personal of- 
fense last week at a remark made 
about the picture industry by Ed 
Fitzgerald, who is doing a N. Y. 
World’s Fair reporter routine over 
Fitzgerald com- 
mented that ‘it was a shame that a 


| Picture Producers & Distributors of mighty American industry such as 


motion pictures elected to pass up 
participation in the exposition.’ The 
squawk was made to Fair officials. 

Fitzgerald retorted that he couldn’t 
understand why Warners com- 
plained. He didn’t blame anybody 
in particular. His remarks, Fitz- 
gerald said, were directed at the 
whole film industry, and that if 
there was to be an answer or an 
apology for the neglect it ought to 
come from the Hays office. 


RKO EXPECTS 
250-300 FOR 
ITS CONV. 


RKO is bringing in ail its film 
salesmen from 38 branches in the 
U. S. and Canada for its sales con- 
vention to be held at Rye, N. Y., 
June 19-22. Figuring the home of- 
fice crew and 12 sales representatives 
from foreign countries, the attend- 
ance will run between 250 and 300. 
All field district managers and 
branch managers will attend the 
meet. 

Skipping a convention last year for 
the first time, this year RKO picked 
New York and is bringing in all the 
salesmen so that they will have an 
opportunity to visit the Fair at the 
same time. 











Here We Are Again 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Walter Damrosch made his film de- 
but at Paramount, conducting a 65- 
piece orchestra for the Bing Crosby 
picture, ‘The Star Maker.’ 

More than half the musicians in 
the scene had worked for him at va- 
rious times. 
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HELLINGER UPPED 
TO AN ‘A’ PRODUCER 


Hollywood, June 6. 


Mark Hellinger has completed his 
apprenticeship as a Warners pro- 
ducer in Bryan Foy’s ‘B’ unit, and 
is upped to Hal Walils’ staff to tackle 
heavy-budgeted films. Fist is a re- 
make of ‘One Way Passage,’ which 
James Hilton is scripting for Bette 
Davis. 

Follows with ‘Tombstone,’ sequel 
to ‘Dodge City,’ and carrying budget 
of over $1,000,000. 


Porter-Fields-De Sylva 
Musical for Wheeler; 
Joan Crawford’s Legit 


Bert Wheeler is among the first 
Hollywoodians committed to Broad- 
way productions next season. He 
will appear in an untitled musical 
being written by Cole Porter, Her- 
bert Fields and Buddy De Sylva, 
latter to make the presentation. 
Others from the Coast mentioned 
for the show are Bert Lahr and 
Kenny Baker, along with Mary Mar- 
tin, currently in ‘Leave It To Me.’ 

Wheeler is currently playing vaud- 
film dates, having opened in Pitts- 
burgh at the Stanley Friday (2). 














Crawford’s Legit 
Hollywood, June 6. 

Joan Crawford is mulling two 
Broadway flays, a musical by Cole 
Porter, Moss Hart and George S. 
Kaufman, and a straight drama by 
Frederick Lonsdale. 

Metro star’s contract calls for an 
optional furlough from Oct. 1 to do 
a stage play. 





Hersholt Relief Prexy 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Jean Hersholt continues as pvesi- 
dent of Motion Picture Relief Fund 
for another year, with Ralph Block 
remaining as first v.p., Joseph M. 
Schenck, 3rd v.p. and Jack L. War- 
ner, treasurer. 

Only changes on official slate are 
Bette Davis as second, and Walter 
Wanger as fourth v.p. They were 
nominated to succeed King Vidor 
and Joan Crawford. Annual elec- 
tion, June 27, is merely a formality. 





TEMPTING FATE 
Hollywood, June 6. 
‘Friday the Thirteenth’ is Rowland 
V. Lee‘s next producer-director chore 
at Universal. 
Picture is a whodunit with Boris 





Karloff in the top role. 





Col. Asks U.S. Suit Dismissal; Court 
Indicates No Further Particulars 











tween good pictures.’ Industry re- 
form was brought about only by 
pressure ‘and there is no assurance 
that even present imperfect stand- 
ards will be maintained if this legis- 
lation is not passed,’ he added. 


DR. OF LETTERS DEGREE 
FOR RAYMOND MASSEY 


Easton, Pa., June 6. 

Raymond Massey, star of ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois,’ will receive an 
unusual honor on Friday (9), when 
the degree of Doctor of Letters will 
be conferred upon him by Lafayette 
College at the 104th annual com- 
mencement exercises. Massey will 
be the first stage celebrity thus 
honored by Lafayette. 

He is being awarded the degree 
by the board of trustees for his fine 
portrayal of Lincoln and his re- 
awakening the public to Lincoln’s 
ideals, 

Among others to receive an hon- 
orary degree will be Dr. William 
Lyon Phelps, of Yale, who also has 
played no small part in the Ameri- 
can theatre. 








Talbot Jennings, Too 


Moscow, Idaho, June 6. 
Talbot Jennings, class of 1934, was 
given an honorary degree at Uni- 
versity of Idaho here. He is a 





Metro writer. 


Columbia Pictures Corp. yesterday 
(Tues.) filed application in the N. Y. 
federal court asking for a dismissal 
of the anti-trust action against it. 
Col. declares that in the bill of par- 
ticulars furnished by the Govern- 
ment, coercion, price fixing, block 
booking, etc., were charged in the 
Interstate Circuit case in Texas. 


Columbia asserts that this case was 
decided some time ago, and as result 
it may not be raised again. Colum- 
bia demands that the Government 
be precluded from attempting to 
give evidence on this point in the 
suit, and that a further bill of par- 
ticulars be furnished citing other 
examples not already adjudicated. 
If unable to do this, since Paul Wil- 
liams, special assistant attorney gen- 
eral, stated that the cases cited were 
all the Government had on hand at 
the moment, Columbia asks a dis- 
missal of the complaint for lack of 
evidence. 


be argued before Judge William 
Bondy, June 16, also includes the 
other demands asked by all the 
other majors, namely, further defi- 
nitions, more specific dates on the 
times, places, etc., of agreements 
which the Government alleges will 
prove its contentions as to the mo- 
nopoly. 
Ne Mere Particulars 





Although reserving decision on 


‘ applications by the major companies 


Columbia’s application, which will | 





for a further bill of particulars, or 
a dismissal of the anti-trust action 
against them by the Government, for 
alleged failure to comply with the 
court’s order, Federal Judge Bondy, 
in New York Thursday (1) indicated 
he is inclined to the Government 
point of view, and will not force 
any additional particulars from the 
Department of Justice. 

Judge Bondy, repeatedly through- 
out the day, attempted to get Col. 
William Donovan, presenting the ar- 
gument of the majors, to agree to 
furnish an answer to the complaint 
before he decides this application. 

Donovan refused, declaring that as 
a result of the bill of particulars be- 
ing ‘gloriously indefinite and nebu- 
lous’ the companies still did not know 
what they had to defend. That 
Judge Bondy did not agree with this 
statement became evident through 
his remark, ‘Mr. (Paul) Williams, if 
you will give me a memorandum 
showing me how to do so, I'll order 
these defendants to furnish an an- 
swer at once.’ 

Williams is special assistant to 
the Attorney General, and had 
presented the side of the U. S. 
throughout the day, in which he 
claimed that the Government had 
answered all the requests possible. 
He intimated that the only reason 
for the demand for a further bill 
was to secure another delay. Dono- 
van answering this declared that it 
was the Government which was re- 


U.$. HINTS AT 
BIG FILM TAX 
EVASIONS 


Washington, June 6. 
Grand jury action against several 
top Hollywood executives and labor 
figures was suggested last week by 
Attorney General Frank Murphy 
upon return from a hurried, sensa- 
tional trip to the Coast. 
Confirmation of trade reports that 
the Federal Government is looking 
into the income tax angles of one 
film merger, and the relations be- 
tween producers and Willie Bioff, 
ambassador for national headquar- 
ters of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees, came 
from the Justice Department. De- 
tails of the probe and possible basis 
of action were withheld, however. 


The Bioff case is said to involve 
reports that certain execs conspired 
to help the union representative hide 
some of his income in order to cut 





tax payments. Murphy said that 
labor matters will be taken up 
shortly. 

Slim Summerville’s Tap 
Mistake by Uncle Sam_ was 


charged last week by Slim Summer- 
ville, film comedian, in a scuffle with 
U. S. tax-grabbers. 


Denying that he owed $14,817 ad- 
ditional income taxes for 1936-37, 
Summerville pinned the blame on 
the Government for erroneously re- 
fusing to allow him to make com- 
munity returns with his wife. Film 
actor received his final divorce 
papers in October, 1937. 

Internal revenue bureau computed 
Summerville’s 1936 net income at 
$43,538 and his income for the fol- 
lowing year at $75,407. 

Hardy’s Family Squawk 

Still another Hollywood wail over 
refusal of U. S. tax experts to per- 
mit screen stars to make community 
returns with their wives. Latest 
complainant is Oliver Hardy, film 
comedian, who Monday (5) told the 
Government that he does not owe 
$16,086 in additional 1934 income 
taxes. 


In a petition to the Board of Tax 
Appeals, Hardy mourned that the 
Feds ‘erroneously’ refused to allow 
him to take advantage of the Cali- 
fornia community law. Tax-slug 
also included expenses of Hardy’s 
wardrobe, telephone and automobile 
which should have been deducted, 
he griped. 





Shorted, Sez U. S. 
Los Angeles, June 6. 

Uncle Sam’s income tax mopper= 
uppers invaded Hollywood again, 
this time asking $5,635 additional 
from B. P. Schulberg. 

Other recipients of Governmental 
invitations were Boris Morros, $1,282; 
Sam Jaffe, $1,491; Walter Catlett, 
$937, and James and Lucille Gleason, 
$900 each. 


U. SAYS DARRIEUX 
WILL MAKE ANOTHER 


Universal officials expect Danielle 
Darrieux, French screen actress, 
back in Hollywood, to start work on 
her second feature for U this fall. 
She is scheduled for at least one 
feature on Universal’s 1939-40 pro< 
gram. Previous contract for picture 
work, claimed by a French producer, 
thus far has prevented Miss Dare 
rieux from starting her next U pro- 
duction, 











FIELDS LAID UP AGAIN 
Hollywood, June 6. 
W. C. Fields is recovering in Pasa- 
dena Sanitarium from a pneumonia 
siege. 





Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, June 6. 
Metro renewed Fay Holden's 
player ticket. 
Paramount signed Janet Waldo to 
minor contract. 
Samuel Goldwyn picked up Alan 
Baldwin’s player option. 
Paramount handed moppet ticket 
to Carolyn Lee, 
Charles Halton inked three-picture 
pact at Paramount. 
Universal hoisted Frank Skinners 





(Continued on page 44) 


option as composer-arranger. 
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‘Oppenheim Family’; Other Reactions 





Chicago, June 6. 
Chicago censors nixed another 
anti-Nazi flicker last week, this 


time ‘The Oppenheim Family,’ Rus- 
sian film. Board turned picture 
down on charges that it was propa- 
ganda and ‘exposes to contempt a 
class of citizens.’ 

Civil Liberties Union has filed a 
protest against the ban. Previously 
the board has banned such pictures 
as March of Time’s ‘Inside Nazi 
Germany,’ ‘Professor Mamlock,’ 
‘Concentration Camp,’ but all three 
of these pictures were later re- 
leased. 

Detroit’s Anti-Soviet Pic 
Detreit, June 6. 

At behest of a committee of 50 
Detroit housewives, common coun- 
cil is drafting a new city ordinance 
which would ban films inciting class 
hatred, riot and un-Americanism. 
Femmes were led by Mrs. Blanche 
Winters, prez of Women’s Legion of 
the Blue Cross, who told the coun- 
cil: 

‘Many films being shown in De- 
troit at present are nothing more 
than Soviet propaganda; they teach 
revolution. It’s getting so a mother 
has to be both a lawyer and a de- 
tective to know where to send her 
children. We want laws to protect 
our rights; we’re marching. 

‘Another bad thing is these double 
features. There’s always one bad 
picture with one good one.’ 

Nathaniel H. Goldstick, asst. cor- 
poration counsel who was told to 
prepare the new ordinance, told the 
council that attempts had been made 





’ to take legal action against foreign 


propaganda pictures under the ordi- 
mance banning immoral films, but 


that the state supreme court had 


held the ordinance did not apply to 
such flickers. . 





London’s ‘Mamlock’ Ban 
London, June 1. 

New hope of getting ban lifted 
from ‘Professor Mamlock’ in U. K. 
is inspired by British Board of Film 
Censors giving approval to ‘Confes- 
sions of a Nazi Spy,’ which First 
National will distribute here. Pic- 
ture’s frankly anti-German theme 
was expected to be frowned down 
by the censor, but it will now be 
rushed into the Warner theatre 
June 9. 

Unity Films will now want to 
know the reason why ‘Mamlock’ was 
barred, as it has a similar motive. 
Film was also embargoed by London 
County Council, when distribs ap- 
pealed for them to override B.B.F.C. 
veto, reason given by the Socialist- 
controlled body being fear of dis- 
turbances in theatres. If ‘Mamlock’ 
stays out in the cold, they will say 
there is one law for American and 
another for Russian films. 





German Canadians’ Stance 
Regina, Sask., June 6. 

With nearly one-third province of 
Germanic origin, largest in Canada 
percentage, ‘Confessions of a Nazi 
Spy’ proved a dud at Metropolitan 
here and other showhouses. Even 
anti-Nazis among predominant non- 
English Canadians here did not go 
to see pic. Might have got better 
reception had it hit at Hitler only, 
but fact it threw all Germans in 
Poor light hurt b.o. chances, 





Hollywood, June 6. 

Studio heads are keeping a diplo- 
matic eye on France, waiting for 
further changes in the European at- 
titude toward anti-dictator pictures. 
England, previously against such 
films, recently changed its stand and 
Okayed Warners ‘Confessions of a 
Nazi Spy.’ 

Warners hopes the picture will be 
@pproved in France, since Paris 
newspapers have been permitted to 
serialize Leon Turrou’s ‘Nazi Spies 


In America,’ on which the film was | 


based, 





MURPHY TEES UP 
Hollywood, June 6. 
Ralph Murphy's first job under his 
new Paramount director contract is 
Our Neighbors—the Carters.’ 
Picture rolls in three weeks. 





, 
ys 


Frank Ghosts 





Hollywood, June 6. 
Now is the time for all good 
flacks to come to the aid of the 
columnists. With this idea in 
mind, Bob Taplinger is sending 
out his annual offer of guest col- 
umns, supposedly written by 16 
top flight players, to fill news- 
paper space while the columnists 
are on vacation. Plan origin- 
ated last year and was grabbed 
enthusiastically by .Los Angeles 
and out-of-town scribes. 
Columns are written by flacks 
and by-lined by picture names. 


B’way Capitol Breaks 
Down Its Overhead 
For ‘Lynton’ Award 














An award of $16,470 was made 
Saturday (3) to Edward Sheldon 
and Margaret Ayer Barnes against 
the Moredall Realty Corp., owners 
of the Capitol theatre, N.Y., by spe- 
cial master, Kenneth E. Walser in 


N.Y. Federal court. This is in con- 
nection with the exhibition of ‘Letty 
Lynton,’ which has been declared a 
plagiarism of the plaintiff's play, 
‘Dishonored Lady.’ 

In arriving at the amount of dam- 
ages, the special master decided to 
award total profits for the exhibi- 
tion, minus the cost of rental. Profits 
were $41,052, and the cost of the pic- 
ture to the Capitol for the two weeks 
was $24,581. 

Other points of interest in the 374- 
page report were that the picture, 
which played from April 29-May 12, 
1932, to a total audience of 159,919, 
grossed $116,889. The payroll was 
$10,975, trade bills totaled $14,216, 
the stage show cost $32,003, the fixed 
wages were $12,695, two shorts were 
$750, and the Federal income tax 
was apportioned at $2,979. 

O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery, attor- 
neys for the plaintiff, disclosed that 
they had no intentions of suing any 
other theatre that played the film. 
They pointed out that the award of 
$532,000 secured from Loew’s, Inc., 
Culver Export Corp. and Metro, cov- 
ered the situation, as these com- 
panies taxed their theatres for the 
profits they had derived from the 
exhibition of the picture, It was also 
stated that even if suits against 
other theatres should be brought 
now, they would be outlawed by 
the statute of limitations. 

Special Master Walser also filed 
a request for $1,500 for his services. 


WB-S.. BOTH CLAIM 
FLORA ROBSON FOR PIX 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Warners and Selznick - Interna- 
tional are disputing priority to the 
services of Flora Robson, English 
actress, who’s set for Selznick’s 
‘Rebecca.’ 

Warners claims, the actress, now 
in London, agreed to appear in the 
Paul Muni picture, ‘We Are Not 
Alone,’ her arrival here, while S-I is 
putting ‘Rebecca’ in work as soon as 
she gets here. She’s due in July 3. 


$25,000 Film Settlement 
Reported for Arnstein 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Nicky Arnstein has reportedly ac- 
cepted $25,000 settlement for his 
$150,000 suit against 20th-Fox charg- 
ing libel and invasion of his private 
rights through characterization in 
‘Rose of Washington Square’ alleged 
iby him to parallel his life. 

Arnstein’s former wife, Fanny 
Brice, also complained to the studio 
but took no legal steps. 
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IGHOOL, PRESS 
NOW HURT 8.0. 








tacles Ruin Regular The- | 
atres—Schoolhouse Films | 


at 1-5c Also Damaging 





PHILLY’S SURVEY 





Newspaper-Sponsored Spec-| 





In the Carpet Bag 





Hollywood, June 6. 
Civil War ended on the Selz- 
nick-International lot with the 
filming of the fall of Atlanta 
in ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
It’s all over but the carpet- 





Minneapolis, June 6. 
Local exhibitors are gunning for 
what they claim is ‘unfair opposi- 
tion.’ Particularly under their dis- 
pleasure at this time are increasing 
number of newspaper - sponsored 
shows and school films. 


Recently the Minneapolis Star 
put on a big fishermen’s show which 
drew 7,500 to the Auditorium after 
heavy gratis newspaper and radio 
plugging. On the same night most 
of the theatres were practically de- 
serted. The same newspaper annual- 
ly stages a half-week cooking school 
in the Armory and also puts on the 
‘Golden Gloves’ tournament for pro- 
motional purposes each year. 


Each of the other Minneapolis 
newspapers also have annual cooking 
schools that run a_ half-week or 
longer. At first these ‘schools’ were 
held only in the afternoons and were 
confined mainly to exhibits and in- 
structions on cooking. Now they’re 
matinee and evening affairs and in- 
clude elaborate entertainment that 
has no connection with cooking. 
They draw capacity houses and cut 
into theatre grosses substantially. 
Theatres spend huge sums with the 
newspapers annually, the exhibitors 
point out in their beefs. 


Northwest Allied last week pro- 
tested to Carrol Reed, superintendent 
of schools, against the showing of 
feature pictures and serials in school 
auditoriums at recess periods and ad- 
mission ranges from 1 to 5c. Net 
proceeds go into various. school 
funds. At least one major company, 
as well as most of the independents, 
service the schools. 

Reed agreed to issue an order to 
school principals that no pictures of 
more than two reels’ length and no 
serials henceforth should be shown. 
However, Reed declared, there is a 
question relative to his lack of juris- 
diction in this particular matter and 
‘some principals may not see fit to 
cooperate.’ 





Quakertown Probe 
Philadelphia, June 6. 


bagging. 


‘Ed Churchill’s Agcy. 
To Stand Examination 
In ‘Movie Quiz’ Ad Suit 


The appellate division of the N. Y. 
supreme court Monday (5) reversed 
a decision of supreme court Justice 
Philip McCook, and allowed Edward 
J. Pfeiffer to examine Edward J. 
Churchill and Donahue & Co. be- 
fore trial, Pfeiffer is suing the ad 
agency for $100,000 claiming plagiar- 
ism of his idea, allegedly submitted 
to them July 13, 1938, for the ‘Movie 
Quiz.’ 

Another point allowed to Pfeiffer 
is that the agency must tell how 
much money it received for handling 
the advertising for the Quiz. 


ADD: STOVER-STIRN 
VS. RICKABY AND RKO 


The Circuit Court of Appeals in 
New York Monday (5) reserved de- 
cision on an application by John S. 
Stover, representing Ernest W. 
Stirn, of Milwaukee, appealing RKO 
stockholder to give him until today 
(Wed.) to file his record on appeal. 
The court also reserved decision on 
the request of H. C. Rickaby, rep- 
resenting the Atlas Corp., proponents 
of the plan of reorganization of RKO, 
to dismiss the appeal. 

Justice Learned Hand, after listen- 
ing to arguments on both sides, in 
which Stover declared he would be 
ready today (Wed.), and Rickaby ac- 
cused Stover of stalling, declared that 
regardless of the decision, the ap- 
peals would be heard and decided 
this month, 




















EXTRA HELPING 








More than 500 churches, lodges, | 
clubs and other non-theatricals in'! 


revealed this week. Investigation 
was made on orders of Fire Mar- 
shal Jacob S. Clinton as a start to- 
wards action to eliminate the ‘ama- 
teurs’ as a fire hazard and source 
of unfair competition. 

Letters will be sent later this! 
week by Clinton, the superintendent | 
of police and the receiver of taxes, | 
notifying the non-theatrical exhibs | 
that they are violating city and state | 
laws. 

Clinton said the first demand by 
the Public Safety department will 
be that each organization have) 
standard equipment, fireproof booth | 
and complies with all safety regula- | 
tions. As few are expected to go to | 
the expense of compliance with the 
stringent rules, Clinton said he ex- 
pected most of them would go out 
of the exhibition business. He said | 
he felt he has ‘been too lax in the! 
past and we are taking action now | 
to prevent a disastrous fire which 
would be sure to break out in these 
places sooner or later.’ 

Even if safety laws are met, Clin- | 
ton said, non-pro exhibs will be 
given licenses for only one per- 
formance so that they cannot show 
films regularly in competish with 
theatres. If claims are made that 
the shows are being run for char- 
ity, organizations will have to file 
an affidavit to that effect and be 
prepared to prove their claim. 

‘Too often, we have found,’ Clin- 


| 








Philly are regularly showing films | 
for profit in competish with pic | 
houses, a quiet survey by the police | 





Supes Drew $280,000 and 4,000 More 
Jobs In May 





Hollywood, June 6. 
May was an extra prosperous 


| month for extras in the film industry. 


Players earned $280,000 during the 
month, with more than 26,000 place- 
ments. 

Total of placements was 4,000 more 
than any other month this year. 





ton told Variety, ‘that so-called 
charity shows are run for the benefit 
of a few promoters. If the showings 
are not strictly for charity, we will 


| see to it that the organizations pay 


the same taxes as are levied on thea- 
tres. We hope by this drive to have 
the situation all cleaned up by the 
opening of the fall season.’ 
Mono’s New Dept. 
Announcement by Monogram that 
it is setting up a non-‘heatrical de- 


| partment in each of its offices in the 


U. S. has exhibs here plenty irked. 
Step by Mono follows similar moves 
in recent months by other distribs. 
Whole subject will probably come up 
before the two exhib organizations 
here at their next meetings. 

Despite the fact that all of the dis- 
tribs, like Mono, declare their non- 
theatrical departments will handle 
releases for engagements ‘not in 
competition with regular motion pic- 
ture exhibition,’ exhibs claim ‘that’s 
the bunk.’ There's no exhibition of 
film of any kind that’s not in com- 
petition with them and doesn’t serve 


the way they look at it. 


ito keep people away from theatres, | 


Sweeping Investigation Into Fox 
Theatre Co. Affairs Forecast By 
US. Judge; Manton Had Presided 


A decision which indicates a 
sweeping investigation into the 
affairs of Fox Theatres Corp., as 
handled by former Judge Martin T. 
Manton, was made Monday (5) in 
the New York federal court, when 
Judge John C. Knox refused to allow 
a fee to Archibald R. Watson, former 
attorney for Milton C. Weisman, re- 
ceiver of Fox Theatres. Watson, 
who has received $51,500 on account, 
is asking for $41,500 more for 648 
days of work from June 22, 1932 to 
Oct. 30, 1934. During this period he 
eliminated $3,990,386 in claims against 
the corporation and won for it $500,- 
000 in cash and stock worth $330,505 
in a suit against Fox Film, and 29 
other persons and corporations. 

Judge Knox’s opinion declared, 
‘Without intending to prejudice the 
application of Mr. Watson for 
further allowances, in view of cer- 
tain circumstances which have been 
brought to my attention, I think it 
wise and expedient to postpone 
everything until these matters have 
been clarified. Despite Watson's 
connection with the estate having 
terminated in 1934, and that further 
postponement is unfair to him, 
nevertheless, public policy must take 
precedent over private rate, so the 
petition must await further develop- 
ments. 

The application was opposed by 
the Stockholders Protective Com- 
mittee, on the grounds that Watson 
has been paid sufficiently for his 
work. 

Judge Knox is expected to appoint 
a referee to look into the affairs of 
Fox .Theatres within the next few 
days. 

This is due to charges made 
against the receiver of Fox Theatres, 
Milton C. Weisman, by the stock- 
holders and bondholders of misuse 
of funds. Weisman was a Manton 
appointee, and Judge Knox’s opin- 
ion, while not stating so directly, in- 
dicates that the federal court will 
probe all decisions of Manton in this 
inquiry. Manton was found guilty 
late last week of ‘selling justice’ 
while he held office as a Federal 
Court Judge. 


WB INTERESTED IN THE 
RITZES FOR ‘SYRACUSE’ 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 

Ritz Bros. wound up three weeks 
of p.a.’s at Stanley here last Thurs- 
day (1) and after vacationing in New 
York for few days will depart for 
Hollywood to begin a new picture for 
20th-Fox. They have two films un- 
der their current contract at the 
Zanuck plant. Next flicker will be 
an original story with a college and 
Tin Pan Alley background. 

Understood that MCA, which 
bought the Ritzes’ contract from 
Lou Irwin for $25,000, is working on 
a deal for them with Warners when 
20th pact expires. -Might do screen 
version of Broadway musical, ‘Boys 
from Syracuse,’ out at Burbank, with 
Warners presently reported hot on 
the trail of the Rodgers-Hart hit. 











Will Rogers Memorial’s 
U. of Tex Scholarship 


Austin, June 6. 

The University of Texas was 
$60,000 richer last week, gift being 
donated by the Will Rogers Mem- 
orial Fund. Will found a scholare- 
ship. 

Jesse Jones of the Reconstruction 
Finance Corp. made the presenta- 
tion. 








Will Hays and Major L. E. Thomp- 
| son, RKO executive, were in Wash- 
lington yesterday (Tuesday) at the 
unveiling of Jo Davidson's statue of 
Will Rogers in Statuary Hall of the 
Capitol building. 

This unveiling marked the first 
| time in film business history that any 
screen star had been so honored by 
the Government. 


| 
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Film Distribs Balk at Nova Scotia 
Law Being Held Over Their Heads; 
Want Repeal oF Won't Service Pix 





By W. J. McNULTY 


St. John, N. B., June 6. 

The film supply situation in Nova 
Scotia has developed another un- 
favorable complex. Instead of being 
smoothed over by the recent ap- 
pointment of a conciliation board, 
representative of (1) the exchanges 
covering the territory from St. John, 
(2) the theatre chains, and (3) the 
independent exhibitors, the legisla- 
tion recently enacted to end alleged 
discrimination in favor of the the- 
atre chains has not been proclaimed. 
Although duly passed in the legis- 
lature and given royal assent, the 
Nova Scotian government has prom- 
ised not to proclaim the new law 
licensing and regulating the ex- 
changes, if the conciliation board 
becomes effective. 

However, the head offices of the 
distributing entities in New York 
and Toronto have now declined to 
continue supplying pictures any- 
where in Nova Scotia unless a posi- 
tive guarantee is given that the ob- 





jectionable legislation will be re- 
pealed at the 1940 session of the 
legislature. This, usually, opens late 
in the winter, at Halifax. The dis- 
tributors refuse to be satisfied with 
a governmental promise of not pro- 
claiming the new legislation. The 
distributors feel that the law on the 
statute books, whether proclaimed 
or not, constitutes a positive threat 
to their business. Therefore, they 
demand that the definite agreement 
be made not only that the amend- 
ments authorizing the provincial 
censor board to fix film rental prices 
and revoke exchange licenses, will 
not be enforced pending the next 
legislative session, but that repeal 
will be made. 





Thus it is that the exhibitors all 
through Nova Scotia are in a quan- 
dary. The prevailing contracts ex- 
pire chiefly in August and Septem- 
ber. The distributors absolutely re- 
fuse to enter into renewing contracts 
with exhibitors until the repeal is 
guaranteed. This has not been 
fortheoming from the provincial 
government, whose attitude is that 
of suspending the proclamation of 
the legislation while the conciliation 
board functions satisfactorily. How- 
ever, this board has not even got 
started on its mission. 

Representatives of the St. John 
exchanges and execs from Toronto 
offices had agreed to participation 
in the board, as the solution of a 
very distressing problem. The ban 
on film sales to Nova Scotian exhibi- 
tors had been ordered from the New 
York and Toronto distribution bases 
right after the ‘anti-discrimination’ 
bill had been passed in the provin- 
cial assembly. However, this ban 
did not affect the current supply, as 
practically all the exhibitors have 
contracted for films up to Aug. 1, 
and some up to Sept. 1. 

The chaotic condition on the sup- 
ply line has interfered with plans 
for several new exhibiting projects. 
The sponsors, after launching nego- 
tiations for new theatres or remodel- 
ling old ones, find themselves faced 
with a possibility of not being able 
to get pictures. If all the screen- 
eries are forced to close because of 
the film flow being completely 
halted, it is estimated that between 
1,200 and 1,500 people will lose 
employment. Including not only 
theatre employes, but exchange 
salesmen. And at a time when 
unemployment is the major eco- 
nomic evil all through Nova Scotia, 
and the relief movement is far in- 
adequate to cope with the prevail- 
ing poverty. 

Distributing through Nova Scotia, 
from St. John, are Paramount, Regal 
Films, United Artists, Empire-Uni- 


versal, Warner Bros., RKO, Maritime | 
Films. The last named is of St. John | 


origin, and covering the maritime 
provinces only. 


Greene Hurt, Pic Limps 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Work on ‘Here I Am a Stranger’ at 
20th-Fox was halted pending the re- 
covery of Richard Greene, who was 
injured in a motor accident. Pic- 
ture had been shooting two weeks. 
Repairing his rear fender, Greene’s 
legs were crushed between his own 
car and another rolling downhill af- 
ter its brakes had loosened. 








RKO WOOS LAUGHTON 
FOR ‘HUNCHBACK’ ROLE) 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Charles Laughton is being over- 
tured by RKO for the title role in 
‘Hunchback of Notre Dame.’ 

With picture scheduled to start in 
six weeks and the studio despairing 
of casting any of the locals for the 
Lon Chaney role, pressure is being 
applied to have Laughton cut his 
English assignments and return to 
Hollywood. 


US 13-WEEK NET, 
$081,087, BUT 
NO DIVVY 














J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
Universal Pictures Co., Inc., reports 
a net profit of $581,587 for 13 weeks 
ended April 29, before Federal taxes. 
For the six months ending on the 
same date. Cowdin reported $739,578 
net or $1,327,863 improvement over 
the $588,285 loss shown by Universal 
in the first half of the previous fiscal 
year. 

Part of the improvement in earn- 
ings for U resulted from increased 
revenue and part came from reduced 
expenditures, Cowdin stated this 
week, but would not designate the 
proportion that came from _in- 
creased film rentals. Cowdin also 
declined to indicate whether this 





earning rate is being maintained at 
present or whether it might be in 
the future, but stated that gross in- 
come was running higher than at 
this time in 1938. 

Questioned as to whether this big 
pickup in earnings, representing 
more than $2 on the common after 
provision for preferred issues, would 
mean a dividend, Cowdin indicated 
that none was in prospect. He also 
claimed that there was no intention 
of calling in any stock issue. 

Last time that Universal showed 
anything like the current earning 
rate was back in 1927 when the com- 
pany reported net of about $1,502,000 
for the full year. 

20th-Fox’s Divvy 


Twentieth Century-Fox maintained 
its 37%c dividend on preferred and 
50¢c on common last week, directors 
making the declaration Thursday 
(1). The quarterly divvy on the 
preference issue maintains the an- 
nual $1.50 rate, being designated as 





covering the second quarter of 1939. 
Both dividends are payable June 30 
to stock on record June 15. 





F. K. Speidell Reelected 
As Astoria Studio Prez 


Frank K. Speidell continues as 
president of Audio Productions, Inc., 
and the Eastern Service studios, As- 
toria, L. I. He was reelected at the 
annual meeting in N. Y. last week. 

Charles L, Glett was renamed v.p. 
of the studio company in charge of 
operations, and A. J. Wilson was 
elected v.p. of Audio over industrial 
production. E. C. Wagner continues 
as secretary-treasurer of both cor- 
porations and P. J. Mooney as as- 
sistant sec. 


Enjoin I[ATSE From 
‘Calling Meetings of 
Its 5 Coast Locals 


Hollywood, June 6. 
A new restraining order enjoining 








| the IATSE from holding meetings of 


the five newly chartered studio locals 
was issued by Superior Judge Em- 
met Wilson. The International also 
is hobbled in transferring members 
of Technicians Local 37 to recently 
set up union branches, 


Reported that IA may fly its entire 
membership of the General Execu- 
tive Board here to testify that 
George E. Browne, prez, is vested 
with authority from them to declare 
an emergency when the International 
seized control of Local 37. 

Demand for a mistrial was last 
week’s loudest explosion in the cur- 
rent legal battle for control of Local 
37 of International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees, now being 
waged before Judge Henry M. Willis 
in superior court. Blast was de- 
tonated by George Breslin, attorney 
for IA, when Lew C. C. Blix, former 
business agent, inferred on the stand 
that former prohibition racketeers 
had taken over control of the union. 

Said Breslin: ‘If the court has any 
idea that the International is being 
operated by racketeers, I request a 
mistrial.’ 

Judge said: ‘You’re a thousand 
times off,’ and denied the motion. 

The outburst came while A. Brig- 
ham Rose, counsel for officers of 37, 
was questioning Blix about the 
financial setup of Local 37 and its re- 
lationship to the International dur- 
ing the high pressure membership 
campaign of 1936. Rose was trying 
to show that the $100,000 turned 
back to the local when it was granted 
autonomy in 1938 was only a small 
percentage of the monies collected 
by International. 

Action in the local court concerns 
the revocation of the charter of 
Technicians Local 37 and the grant- 
ing of separate charters to five lo- 
cals in different branches of the film 
industry. Revocation was ordered 
by George E. Browne, president, in 
New York, and IATSE transferred 
members of 37 into new unions oc- 
cupying the same quarters. The 
workers were directed to re-enroll 
with Charles J. Ferguson, Local 728; 
Harry M. Shiffman, Local 165; Jo- 
seph P. Busch, Local 44; Tom Moore, 
Local 80, and Thomas T. Goset, Local 
727, 

Charter Mystery Cleared 


For a time there was a mystery 
about the disappearance of the Local 





GRIFFITH ABSORBS 
BOOTH’S THEATRES 


Nebraska City, Neb., June 6. 
The W. W. Booth properties of 
Auburn, Neb. and here, will be 
transferred to Griffith Amus. Co., 
thereafter operated as part of the 
Griffith interests now scattered over 
Kansas, Missouri, Texas, Arizona and 





New Mexico. This is the first entry 
in Nebraska. 

H. J. Griffith was in on the final 
| Signaturing of the deal, and Booth 
said he would leave because of his 
health, hoping to locate in some the- 
, atre in the southwest. 

R. R. Booth, who has been asso- 
ciated with W. W., will retain his 
interest, staying on as manager in 
Nebraska City for the circuit. C. E. 
Souders, manager in Auburn, also 
being retained. 





Long-Griffith Adds 
Dallas, June 6. 

A new unit in the Long-Griffith 
chain will be started Aug. 1 at Vic- 
toria, Texas, seating 1,200. 

Queen, Bryan, Texas, wili be air- 
conditioned, indirectly lighted; 560 
seats. 

The Arlyne, Longview, Texas, 
built by Col. M. T. Flanagan and 
East Texas Theatres, just opened. 








37 charter. The whodunit was 
solved by Breslin, who told the court 
that the missing document had been 
sent to New York by Floyd Billings- 
ley, international representative, on 
orders of Prexy Browne. It had been 
picked up, he testified, in accordance 
with the IATSE constitution. 
Meanwhile seven labor leaders 
were ordered to appear before Su- 
perior Judge Emmet Wilson next 
Tuesday (13) to show cause why 
they should not be held in contempt 
for the revocation of the charter. 
Those so ordered were Prexy 
Browne; John F. Gatelee, Floyd Bil- 
lingsley and Frank Strickling, Inter- 
national representatives; Harold V. 
Smith, former IATSE Coast head; 
Brix, executive secretary of Local 37, 


,}and J. W. Buzzell, executive secre- 


tary of Central Labor Council. 


Full Length Abroad For 
Laurel-Hardy 4-Reelers 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Hal Roach rolled the Stan Laurel- 
Oliver Hardy starrer, ‘A Chump at 
Oxford,’ as the first of a series of 
four-reelers for the American mar- 
ket. 


Pictures will be run at feature 








length for the foreign market owing 
te the popularity of the duo in Eu- 
rope and South America. 


WB-Natl Theatres 


Breach Opens 


Film Outlets for Other Distribs 





v. 


‘GUNGA DIN’ SUIT YS. 
RKO SET FOR HEARING 


Los Angeles, June 6. 

Harry Gould’s infringement suit 
against RKO over the picture, 
‘Gunga Din,’ is set for hearing in 
Federal court June 26, when Judge 
Paul J. McCormick will rule on stu- 
dio’s motion for dismissal. 

Suit charged RKO, George Stev- 
ens, Pandro Berman, Ben Hecht, 
Charles MacArthur, Fred Guiol and 
Joel Sayre with pirating the yarn, 
‘Gunga Din or Pawnee Wallah. 
Story was written by Alfred Gould- 
ing, who later turned his rights over 
to Gould. 


ALLIED TO TALK 
OVER MANY 
PROBLEMS 


While the open forum at the na- 
tional convention of Allied States 
Assn, in Minneapolis June 13-14-15, 
which is expected to draw a large 
attendance from major distribution 
leaders down the line, will concern 
trade practices generally, the code 
and other matters, the Neely bill 
will be barred for discussion. Also, 
while Allied denies there is any 
movement on foot to form a book- 
ing combine of around 2,500 theatres, 
if anyone wants to discuss this mat- 
ter they may do so. Requests have 
been received to bring the question 
of a booking combine up on the 
floor. This will be permitted al- 
though no Allied official will bring 
it up, it is promised. 

Film rentals, sales policies, nature 
of product, independent problems of 
a varied nature, the trade practice 
code and arbitration will be among 
matters opened up wide for discus- 
sion. W. Al Steffes, convention 
chairman, has also received sugges- 
tions that something be done about 
giveaways and that rackets of all 
sorts be discontinued. 

Allied is also concerned about the 
spread of non-theatrical competition, 
notably in the 16mm. field and be- 
lieves this question should be freely 
and widely discussed on the floor. 

It has been decided in opening 
the convensh June 13 that an ex- 
ecutive session be held at which only 
independent exhibitors will be pres- 
ent so that they may express them- 
selves without fear of reprisal or 
attack. At all the other sessions, the 
floor will be completely open to dis- 
cussion of general industry affairs, 
with representatives of major dis- 
tributors and affiliated chains free 
to discuss any matter brought up. 
Virtually every major producer is 
expected to be represented, with ex- 
hib leaders from outside of Allied 
also to attend. 











Other Matters 


Minneapolis, June 6. 

The convention will take steps to 
stamp out a growing movement on 
foot among theatre owners through- 
out the U. S. to accept box tops, 
covers, coupons, etc., for admission, 
W. Al Steffes declares. Something 
also will be done, he says, about non- 
theatrical competition ‘which is 
gaining a foothold and which, unless 
stopped immediately, will put legiti- 
mate theatre owners out of business 
by the thousands.’ Efforts wil] be 
made to find a solution to the prob- 
lem of 16 mm. film furnished non- 
theatricals, according to Steffes. 

Only independent exhibitors will 
be admitted to the convention's first 
meeting, an executive session, ‘in 
order that theatre owners, including 
non-members of the organization, 
may have a chance to be heard ' 
without fear of reprisals,’ Says 
Steffes. All other sessions, however, | 
will be thrown open to producer- 
distributor representatives, but the | 
vote on the proposed new industry | 
code will be by secret ballot, he 





says. 





Complete break between Warner 
Bros. and National Theatres after 
discussions for a deal to cover the 
1939-40 season may mean a loss to 
WB of $1,000,000 or more, it is esti. 
mated. WB has already closed a few 
deals for '39-40 with independents 
who are in opposition to National. 

Skouras Brothers, who operate the 
National circuit (Fox-West Coast) 
for 20th-Fox and the Chase National 
Bank, are blamed for the policies 
against which WB complains. Spyros 
Skouras heads the chain at the 20th- 
Fox home office, while Charles P, 
Skouras is in charge of the Fox-West 
Coast group in National at Los An- 
geles, Other units are Fox Inter. 
mountain and Fox Midwest, the last- 
mentioned numbering over 100 
houses in Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Mis- 
souri and Nebraska. National circuit 
comprises nearly 500 houses. 

While Warner has been playing in 
a majority of these theatres, though 
not all, the decision to sell away 
from National affects all territories. 
With WB product taken away from 
National, it should provide a larger 
opening for other distributors deal- 
ing with National in spots where WB 
sold the chain. Skouras houses in 
Greater New York are not affected 
by the break with National, WB hav- 
ing no trouble with the eastern 
group. George Skouras, in N. Y. 
over the local group, also operates 
houses in the United Artists Theatre 
circuit headed by Joseph M. Schenck, 
Lee Shubert and others. 

The Warner decision to break with 
National is due not only to unsatis- 
factory terms offered by National 
but also because of a policy on the 
part of the circuit to double up too 
many top bracket pictures on dual 
bills, reducing the rental possibili- 
ties. ‘While WB has had percentage 
deals in various spots with National, 
in numerous cases the distrib has 
had to accept flat rental deals. WB 
has always favored percentage deals 
and a couple of seasons back sought 
to eliminate flat rentals completely. 

The break with National is be- 
lieved to be the most important of 
its kind ever to occur. Several sea- 
sons back United Artists had con- 
siderable trouble with some of the 
chains and sold away to inde- 
pendents in territories where it 
couldn’t get the deals it believed it 
should have. Al Lichtman was with 
the company at that time. UA at 
one time decided to build in oppr- 
sition to Fox-West Coast. 


Sears’ Statement 


Grad Sears, distribution head for 
Warner Bros., now in Hollywood, 
issued a statement on the decision to 
sell away from National, reading in 
part: 

‘A policy which makes possible 
the presentation of two ‘A’ attrac- 
tions such as ‘Dodge City’ and ‘Alex- 
ander Graham Bell,’ ‘Wuthering 
Heights’ and “Three Smart Girls,’ 
‘Okiahoma Kid’ and ‘Love Affair,’ 
and ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ and ‘Sub- 
marine D-1’ is definitely destructive, 
both ‘as far as the public and pro- 
ducers are concerned. 

‘The double-feature policy as prac- 
ticed by Fox-West Coast reduces the 
possibility of film rentals on deserv- 
ing pictures, freezing the possibility 
of returns to such an extent that to 
support this practice makes it im- 
possible to produce fine, big-budget 
productions for fair returns. Cer- 
tainly this policy stifles incentive on 
the part of the producers who are 
just as anxious to make great box- 
office attractions as exhibitors are to 
play them. 

‘It is our opinion that Warner 
pictures merit the greatest possible 
expenditure of showmanship and 
merchandising to match their im- 
portance. As Fox-West Coast has 
failed to give our product this kind 
of treatment and to produce the re- 
turns which our pictures deserve, 
we shall seek new markets and 
build soundly and constructively to- 
ward the future.’ 


Skouras’ Statement 
Holding off on an official statement 


| until late last night (Tues.), Spyros 


Skouras, operating head of National, 
attacked the WB stand concerning 
the doubling of films in National 
houses. He charged that WB duals 
in over 300 of its own theatres and 





named the Beverly-Wilshire on the 
Coast, together with double bills of 
‘A’ pictures that have been played 
there. No other houses or twin-fea- 
ture programs were specified. 
Declaring it has always been the 
policy of National to ar-ange the 


(Continued on pag. 44) 
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‘Juarez’ Strong $35,000 in Wobbly 


Chi; Spy-Money 
‘Mikado -Vaude 


e 





Chicago, June 6. 


United Artists theatre closed on 
Friday night (2) and is due to stay 
shuttered until at least July 15 from 

resent indications. Product source 
has dried up for this house and 
rather than struggle with known 
weakies, Balaban & Katz and Metro 
have decided to call it a vacation. 

Best pace currently in the down- 
town sector is ‘Juarez’ at the Chicago 
where it is turning in a satisfactory 
gross considering the general dol- 
drums of the territory at this time. 

Gilbert and Sullivan are still 
around, this time with the English- 
made ‘The Mikado’ in the Palace 
where it is attracting women and 
youngsters. ‘Mikado’ name itself has 
become generally well-known 
throughout the masses of the public 
in recent months due to the colored 
swing stage versions and this pub- 
licity is reacting favorably. _ 

Ritz Bros.’ ‘Gorilla’ is struggling at | 
the Apollo as a newcomer while the | 
Garrick drew a holdover week of | 
‘Rose of Washington Square,’ moved 
over from the Chicago. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55)— 
‘Gorilla’ (20th). Not very exciting at 
contemplated $4,500. Last week, 
‘Cisco’ (20th) at same pace with 


4,300. 

y Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)—| 
‘Juarez’ (WB) and stage show. Show- 
ing good strength at the wicket, with 
general public recognition of this as 
a ‘big’ picture; heads for $35,000, 
lenty all right. Last week, ‘Wash- 
ington Square’ (20th) turned in fair 
enough $25,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55)— 
‘Washington Square’ (20th). Hold- 
over looks for $4,000, okay. Last 
week, double feature ‘Like It Hot 
(Par) and ‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par), | 


$4,100. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Made Her Spy’ (RKO) and ‘Love 
or Money’ (U) and vaude. Satis- 
factory take in the offing here at 
$12,000 for the session. Last week, 
‘Prison Without Bars’ (UA) and ‘Big 
Town Czar’ (U) fair enough $11,000. 





Fair 196, UA Folds 





Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Mikado’ (U) and vaude. Getting a 
femme and youngster trade mainly, 
but the total won’t add up to any- 
thing outstanding, and indications 
are for just fair $15,000 on the week. 
Last week, ‘Sorority House’ (RKO) 
turned in bang-up $23,000 with aid of 
Eleanor Powell on stage. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
15)—Nazi Spy’ (WB) (2nd week). 
Headed for all right $8,000 currently 
after taking satisfactory $12,200 for 
the initial —— ‘Man of Con- 

uest’ (Rep) next. 

" State-Lake (B&K.) (2,700; 25-40-55) 
—Sgt. Madden’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Going ahead to $11,000, okay, cur- 
rently. Last week, ‘Moto in Danger 
(20th) came through with same 
$11,000. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) (1,700). 
Shuttered on Friday night (2) for at 
least six weeks. Last week, ‘Wonder- 
ful World’ (M-G) wound up a stanza 
to meek $7,500. 


Dix $4,500, ‘Gorilla’ 
$4,000, Portland OK 


Portland, Ore., June 6. 


Two strong pix held again this 
week. ‘Only Angels Have Wings is 
in its second stanza at the Para- 
mount and doing nicely. May hold 
longer. ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy 
is now at the Mayfair for a third 
week to okay money. by A mopped 
up for a fortnight at the UA. 

Among new opening pix, ‘Man of 
Conquest’ is fair at the Broadway. 

itto. for the ‘Gorilla’ at the Or- 
pheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Man Conquest’ (Rev) and 
‘Away with Murder’ (WB). Well 
exploited and fair returns at $4,500. 
Last week ‘Wonderful World’ (M-G) 
and ‘Code of Streets’ (U) closed an 
average second week for $4,300 after 
big $6,000 on the first lap. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
30-35-40 )—‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and 
Love of Money’ (U), third week on 
move-over to this house from the 
UA. Still good for okay $3,000. Last 
wi ‘Rose’ (20th) and ‘Twelve 
Hours’ (RKO) closed a fair second 
week for average $2,200. 

a (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 30-35-40 )—‘Gorilla’ (20th) and 
Women in Wind’ (WB). About aver- 
age $4.000. Last week ‘Romance Red- 
woods’ (Col) and ‘Hotel Imperial’ 
.(Par) good enough $4,300. 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
13,000; 30-35-40) — ‘Angels Have 
Wings’ (Col) and ‘Boy Friend’ (20th) 
(2d wk). Holding up strong for 
gees $4,800. First week put this 

ouse over the top for — 000. 

Pix (Indie) (1,100; -25)—"Tom 

wyer Detective’ (Par) and ‘Moto’s 
Last Warning’ (20th) (revivals) plus 

zta Buzzington’s comedy vaud. 





Dual Not Bad 126, 





Strong $3,000. Last week ‘Muske- 
teers’ (20th) and ‘Chan in Honolulu’ 
(20th) with stage unit ‘Broadway 
Merry-Go-Round,’ $2,600 principally 
on the vaude appeal. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40 )—Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Tell 
No Tales’ (M-G). Keeping this house 
up to par at $4,000, fair. Last week 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and ‘Love Money’ 
(U) closed good second week at $4,- 
400. First big $6,300. 


CROSBY $9,000, 
OMAHA BETTER 


Omaha, June 6. 

Top money is going to ‘East Side 
of Heaven’ at the Orpheum with a 
take of $9,000. Theatre biz has 
leveled to a summer pace. 

Terrific rains the last few days in 
the Omaha territory may mean good 
crops and eventually pull this area 
out of the doldrums next fall and 
winter. 

Estimates for This Week 


Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-950-600; 10-25)—‘Castles’ 
(RKO) and ‘I’m from Missouri’ 
(Par), split with ‘Tailspin’ (20th), 
‘Persons Hiding’ (Par) and ‘Road to 
Reno’ (U), tripler. Headed for $1,900, 
dandy. Last week, ‘Ice Follies’ (M-G) 
and ‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB), split with 
‘Musketeers’ (20th), ‘Chan Honolulu’ 
(20th) and ‘Tough Guys’ (U), tripler, 
$1.700, fair. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) 
and ‘Rookie Cop’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Holding well for $4,500, after socko 
$6,500 first week. 

Omaha (Blank) 10-25-40)—‘Won- 
derful World’ (M-G) and ‘Society 
Lawyer’ (M-G). Aiming toward 
$8,000. good. Last week, ‘Lucky 
Night’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Texas’ (M-G), 
$7,500, n.s.h. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘East Side Heaven’ (U) and ‘Spirit 
Culver’ (U). Getting the town’s biz 
for $9,000. dandy. Last week, ‘Dodge 
City’ (WB) and ‘Family Next Door’ 
(U), $8,500, fair. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—Montana Skies’ (Rep), ‘Persons 
Hiding’ (Par) and ‘Tailspin’ (20th), 
tripler; split with ‘Gun Justice’ (U), 
‘I'm from Missouri’ (Par) and 
‘Castles’ (RKO), tripler. Shooting at 
$1.900. nice. Last week, ‘Road Reno’ 
(U), ‘Inside Story’ (20th), and ‘Okla- 
homa Kid’ (WB), tripler; split with 
‘Arizona Cowboy’ (Col), ‘There Goes 
Heart’ (UA) and ‘Tough Guys’ (U), 
tripler, $1,700, good. 


‘Heaven’ Plentiful 
$4,100, Lincoln, Fine 


Lincoln, June 6. 

Two-way cut of the money being 
made by ‘East Side of Heaven’ and 
‘Wonderful -World,’ although the 
town tends to take it easy. Best 
news is the h.o. on ‘Angels Wings’ 
which creamed the town the first 
week. 











Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroe) (750; 
10-15)—‘High Flyers’ (RKO) and 
‘Texas Steers’ (Rep), split with 
‘Wyoming Trail’ (Mono) and 
‘Naughty Girls’ (RKO). Average 
$900. Last week, ‘Lawless Valley’ 
(RKO) and ‘Chase Yourself’ (RKO) 
split with ‘Montana Skies’ (Rep) 
and ‘Condemned Women’ (RKO), 
good $950. 

Liberty (NTI-Noble) (1,000; 10-15- 
20-25)—‘Code Secret Service’ (WB) 
and ‘Missing Daughters’ (Col). Only 
fair, $1,000. Last week, ‘Affairs Anna- 
bel’ (RKO) with Johnny O’Brien’s 
unit three days split with ‘Fixer 
Dugan’ (RKO), $1,100, very light. 


Last week, ‘Musketeers’ (20th) and 
‘King Chinatown’ (Par), $1,700, dis- 
appointing. 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 
25-35) — ‘Wonderful World’ (M-G). 
Fairly good prospect, $3,200. Last 
week, ‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA), 
miserable $2,400. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10- 
25-35) — ‘East Side Heaven’ (U). 
Aiming toward a sweet $4,100. Last 
week, ‘Castles’ (RKO) lasted barely 
a week with $2,600, n.g. Replaced by 
‘Cafe Society’ (Par) which stayed 
three days and out for slimmish 
$1,000. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-25- 





35)—‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) (2d 
wk). Did $3,800 on the first round 


First Runs on Broadway 


Week of June 8 





(Subject to Change) 

Aster—‘Goodbye Mr. 
(M-G) (4th wk.). 

Capitol—6,000 Enemies’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety, May 31) 

Criterion—‘Gracie Allen Mur- 
der Case’ (Par) (7). 
(Reviewed in Variery, May 17) 

Glebe—‘Missing Daughters’ 
(Col) (10). 

Music Hall—‘The 
sets’ (U). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Paramount—Invitation to 
Happiness’ (Par) (7). 

(Reviewed in Variety, May 10) 

Rialto—Girl from Mexico’ 
(RKO) & ‘Racketeers vf the 
Range’ (RKO) (9). 

(Reviewed in Variety, May 24) 

(Reviewed in Variety, May 31) 


Chips’ 


Sun Never 


Roxy—Young Mr. _ Lincoln’ 
(20th) (2d wk.). 
Strand—‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d 


wk.). 
Week of June 15 

Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr. 
(M-G) (5th wk.). 

Capitel—‘Tarzan Finds a Son’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety, May 31) 

Criterion—‘Grand Jury’s Se- 
crets’ (Par) (15). 

Music Hali — ‘Clouds Over 
Europe’ (Col). 

Paramount—‘Invitation to 
Happiness’ (Par) (2d wk.). 


Chips’ 


Roxy—Young Mr. Lincoln’ 
(20th) (3d wk.). 
Strand—‘Juarez’ (WB) (4th 


wk.). 


FURY NICE 9 
IN SHAKY BUFF. 


Buffalo, June 6. 

Current box office takings are con- 
tinuing to slide to lower levels. The 
spurt which Memorial Day gave to 
last week’s grosses is noticeably ab- 
sent and figures are heading for the 
basement. ‘Wonderful World’ is in 
the lead, but running light. ‘Fury 
dualing at the Lakes is showing un- 
expected strength. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Wonderful World’ (M-G). Pace is 
slowing up here with indications of 
summery business. Around $10,000, 
or a little better. Last week ‘Juarez’ 
(WB) hit fair $11,000 on holiday 


spurt. 

"Gantery (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) and ‘Nancy 
Drew Reporter’ (WB). Running 
evenly for slight], over $5,000. Last 
week ‘Gorilla’ (20th) and ‘Boy 
Friend’ (20th), better than antici- 
pated at $5,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Captain Fury’ (UA) and ‘Girl 
from Mexico’ (RKO). Okay at 
around ,000. Last week ‘Allen 
Murder Case’ (Par) and ‘Hotel Im- 

= (Par), complete floppo with 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Bridal 
Suite’ (M-G) and ‘Torchy Mayor’ 
(WB). V soft $4,500. Last week 
‘Like It Hot’ (Par) and ‘Back Door 
Heaven’ (Par) plent~ under par, 
$4,700. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) (2d 
wk). Holdover mild around $5,000. 
Last week, very neat first stanza 
climbed to nearly $10,000. 


‘U. P.’ 22G, B’KLYN 


Biz Fine—Wonderful’ Dual Hitting 
Fast $17,500 Clip 


Brooklyn, June 6. 

Downtown sector managers have 
no complaints this stanza. Biz fine 
despite warmish weather. Fabian 
Paramount doing well with ‘Union 
Pacific’ and ‘Rollin’ in Rhythm’ as is 
Loew’s Met, with ‘It’s Wonderful 
World’ and ‘House of Fear.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) — ‘Rose’ 
(20th) and ‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO) (2d 
wk) plus Baer-Nova fight pics. Okay 
= indicated. Last week, $17,500, 




















eee Se aes” ond e*Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—Kid_ Ko- 
20-25)—‘Jones Family’ an ; Rm) ‘ ’ 
‘Crooked Mile’ (Par). Nice $2,400. | <ome’ (WB) and ‘Streets New York 


(Mono) (2d wk). Fair $13,500 for 10 
days. Last week, ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) 
and ‘Sweepstakes Winner’ (Col), nice 


$6,500. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50)—‘Wonderful 
World’ (M-G) and ‘House of Fear’ 
(U). Snappy $17,500. Last week, 
‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and ‘King Turf 
(UA), okay $15,500. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Un- 
ion Pacific’ (Par) and ‘Rollin’ in 
Rhythm’ (WB). Fine $22,000 for 10 
days. Last week, ‘Dark Victory’ 
(WB) and ‘Torchy’ (WB) (3d wk), 
good $9,000 


Strand (2,870; 25-35-40)—‘White 
Woman’ (Par) and ‘Unmarried’ 
(Par). Mild $4,500, and house closes 


for the summer tomorrow night 
(Wed.). Last week, ‘Star Midnight’ 





jand is aiming for $2,000 on the 
} second, okay. 


(RKO) and ‘Lost Patrol’ (RKO) 
(re-issues), unexciting $5,000. 
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Only ‘Juarez’ $40,000, Chips’ 156, 
3d Week, Really Strong on Bway; 
Mikado’ Fair 206, ‘Lincoln’ 356 





Only ‘Juarez,’ at the Strand after 
a recent brief $2 run on Broadway, 
and ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ in its 
fourth week at the small-seater As-| 
tor, are doing any real business on| 
Broadway as most managers shed| 
tears in their beers. 

Strand booked in Pancho and or- | 
chestra, plus acts, with ‘Juarez,’! 


which had played nearly five weeks | 


as a roadshow attraction at the: 
Hollywood. The gross will top $40,- 


000, which is unusually good. ‘Chips,’ 
ended its third week Monday night 
(5) at $15,000, excellent at the low 
scale here and the seating capacity 
of 1,012. 

‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ is among 
those suffering from the present b.o. 
drought, though highly regarded; 
only around $35,000 on the first week, 
but word-of-mouth may up it on the 
holdover. 

Other new pictures this week in- 
clude ‘Tell No Tales’ at the Capitol, 
which is dying; ‘The Mikado’ which 
is doing pretty well in view of 
everything, at the Rivoli; ‘Under- 
cover Doctor,’ mild at the Crit; 
‘Climbing High,’ Globe incumbent, 
which is proceeding very poorly, and 
‘Street of Missing Men, with the 
Nova-Baer fight pictures, a Rialto 
disappointment of mild proportions. 

‘Mikado’ may pull through to 
$20,000, okay. “Tales’ is sad at under 
$10,000; ‘Undercover Dr.’ will be 
about $6,000; ‘Climbing High’ won’t 
top a poor $4,000 and ‘Missing Men’ 
with the fistic films will be only 
around $5,000. 

‘Captain Fury’ closes a _ second 
week at the Music Hall tonight 
(Wed.) at only about $50,000, while 
fourth week for ‘Union Pacific,’ with 
Emery Deutsch at the Paramount 
ended last night at $21,500, getting 
by. Deutsch was booked in for the 
final week of ‘U.P.’ replacing Rich- 
ard Himber, Bob Weitman held the 
nut down so that the picture could 
go a full month here. ‘Invitation to 
Happiness,’ with Harry James band 
and Jane Froman open this morn- 
ing (Wed.). 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Chips’ 
(M-G) (4th week). Holding strong- 
ly, $15,000 being scored for third 
week ending Monday night (5). The 
second round was $15,500. Healthy 
run appears assured. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25) 
—‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G). A severe 
disappointer, under $10,000, close to 
all-time low. Last week, ‘Bridal 
Suite’ (M-G), this side of $12,000, 
also very bad. ‘6,000 Enemies’ (M-G) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Un- 
dercover Doctor’ (Par). A little 
better than some recent weeks, but 
not pe at $6,000 or bit over. Last 
week, ‘Some Like It Hot’ (Par), 
slightly over $5,000. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55)—‘Climbing 
High’ (Col). Top take will probably 
be $4,000, bad. In ahead, ‘Chan in 
Reno’ (20th), pulled after five brutal 
days at $3,000. 

Paiace (1,700; 25-35-55)—*‘Washing- 
ton Sq.’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Panama 
Lady’ (RKO) (1st run), dualed, plus 
Nova-Baer fight film. Double-head- 
er will get around $8,200, fair. Prior 
brace, ‘Dark Victory’ (WB) and 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th), both 2d run, good 
$9.600 


Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—‘Invitation to bem gee arn (Par) and 
Harry James band, plus Jane Fro- 
man and others, opened here today 
(Wed.). ‘Union Pacific’ (Par) went 
four weeks, final stanza with Emery 
Deutsch band on stage (lst week for 
latter) was $21,500, squeezing 
through. Up ahead picture had 
Richard Himber on stage, scoring 
$27,000 third week, $35,000 second 
and $44,500 first for very good profit 
on run. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Capt. Fury’ (UA) 
and stage show (2d-final week). Be- 
set by conditions affecting the town, 
only about $50,000 will be shown on 
a holdover that was forced. The 
initial seven days was $71.000. 
Never Sets’ (U) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Missing 
Men’ (Rep) and Nova-Baer fight film. 
Pictures of fight no help to any ap- 
preciable extent and probably not 
over $5,000, mild. Same was grossed 
prior week by ‘Under Two Flags’ 
(20th) (reissue). Arthur Mayer is 
bringing in a double bill tomorrow 
(Thurs.) of ‘Racketeers of the Range’ 





‘Sun 


(RKO) and ‘Girl. From Mexico’ 
(RKO). 
Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99) — 


‘Mikado’ (U). John Wright put on a 
campaign for this one that is helping 
and against present b.o. pall over 
Broadway, at $20,000 or over the 
business will be satisfactory. Holds 
over. The final (7th) week for 
‘Wuthering’ (UA) was $11,000 for a 
total on the run that added to a heap 
of profi 





4 
Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75 )—‘Lincoln’ 


(20th) and stage show. In here at an 
unfortunate time of the year, with 
the street in sackcloth and ashes; 
held away below what would be a 
normal take at around $35,000, but 
may build on word-of-mouth. Goes 
into second week Friday (9). Last 
week, ‘Gorilla’ (20th) $27,200, very 
disappointing. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Lucky 
Night’ (M-G) (2d run) and, on stage, 
Block and Sully, Irving Caesar, Milt 
Britton band. Under hopes at ap- 
proximately $17,000. Last week close 
to $20,000 was nabbed by ‘Hardys’ 
(M-G) and Duke Ellington, pretty 
good in view of things. 

: Strand (2,767; 25-40-55-75-85-99)— 
Juarez’ (WB) and Pancho orchestra. 
Although this picture did indifferent 
business at $2 top at the Hollywood, 
it is getting a fine play here with a 
it show and on the first week will 

e beyond $40,000, going a second. 
Last week, second for ‘Kokomo’ 
(WB) and Ruby Newman’s band, 
close to $13,000, poor. 


‘Wonderful World 
Only Wonderful 
Thing in Pitt, 146 


; Pittsburgh, June 6. 

Biz ain't. Depresh at its worst 
was never like this and the wailing 
wall has seldom held such capacity 
around these parts. Even so bad 
that boys have run out of alibis and 
are offering a cash prize for a satis- 
factory reason. End of coal strike 
was expected to help, but the walk- 
out might still be going full blast for 
all that it’s reflecting at the b.o. 

Only ray of light in the whole 
oe is the Penn, where ‘It's a 

onderful World’ is coming th 
nobly and will knock i. 
tirely satisfactory gross for itself. On 
the other hand, Stanley, which hit a 
new low last week with Ritz 
Brothers and ‘Lady’s from Ken- 
tucky,’ is flirting with another new 
low currently with Bert Wheeler and 
‘Calling Dr. Kildare.’ Reissue of 
Mutiny on Bounty,” with ‘Sorority 
House, isn’t giving Warner a thing 
second, week eaten, ie 

mer 
pl ely marking time 
Estimates for This Week 
; Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
Angeis Have Wings’ (Col) (2d wk.). 
Just sitting in to await ‘Young Mr. 
Lincoln’ (20th) opening Thursday 
(8). Will be lucky to get $4,000 on 
the eight-day h.o., pretty poor for a 
film that got the swell notices this 
one did. Nobody's fault, however, 
just conditions, since picture got a 
— campaign. Around $7, last 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
—‘Rose’ (20th). Out this evening 
(6) one night short of full third 
week to make way for special re- 
served-seat premiere of ‘Mikado’ 
(U). Last stanza of ‘Rose’ just fair, 
around $3,200, but Fulton can’t com- 
— since film had previously given 
t a swell fortnight, $10,000 o 
week and around $6,000 last. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—"Wonderful World’ (M-G). This 
is the only attraction in town this 
week that’s getting any attention. 
Headed for swell $14,000, which is 
little short of phenomenal in view of 
Tucky Nigh? (MCG) a htost te 

cky ight’ - a 
$10,000. P ee egecias 
; Senator (Harris) (1,750; 15-25)— 
Algiers’ (UA) and ‘Stand Up’ 
(M-G). With ‘Four Daughters’ 
(WB) and ‘Cowboy and Lady’ (UA) 
first three days of week and current 
bill in for four, week should result 
in fair enough $1,400. Last week, 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), ‘Awful Truth’ 
(Col), ‘Montana Skies’ (Rep) and 
Star Reporter’ (Rep) split around 


$1,200. 

(WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
.Kildare’ (M-G) and Bert 
Wheeler. Wheeler-headed show 
hailed by cricks as near the tops, yet 
house is heading for another new 
low. Looks like under $11,000, 
which is brutal. Last week, "Ladv’s 
from Kentucky’ (Par) and Ritz 
Brothers gave site a new all-time 
low at $11,700. 





Warner (WB) (2,000: 25-40)— 
‘Mutiny on Bounty’ (M-G) and 
‘Sorority House’ (RKO). Reissue 


figured to get some action, but pres- 
ent pace indicates around $3,300, no 
good. Last week ‘Never Say Die’ 
(Par) and ‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G) 
even under that, around $3,100. 
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Jack Sidney Lures 
Pilots to Bridgeport 
Premiere of ‘Angeis’ 


Bridgeport, June 6. 

An outstanding exploitation stunt 
for ‘Only Angels Have Wings’ (Col) 
was engineered by. Jack Sidney at 
the Loew-Poli theatre. He tied in 
with the Bridgeport Flying Club and 
the organization in turn invited 
pilots from New York, Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire and 
Connecticut to a flight breakfast 
and a screening of the film. 


Pilots and planes, 50 in all, came 
whizzing in. Planes of all sizes, 
color and make; also several women 
fiyers. As they arrived at the air- 
port they were registered and a 
loud speaker announced their home 
port and a ‘plug for the picture. 
They kept coming in so fast it looked 
like a Cleveland Air Meet. 

Newspapers played it up in ad- 
vance,. which brought thousands to 
the airport, and after their arrival 
they were lined up in what resem- 
bled a squadron of army planes 
ready to take off for a drill. This 
stunt was a splendid boost for the 
picture, 

Bridgeport Flying Club _ praised 
the Loew Poli Theatre for the stunt, 
which put the airport right on the 
map. 

An escort plane, with a huge 170- 
foot banner trailing it, met the in- 
coming planes and acted as a great 
ballyhoo over the city. 


SCREWY STUNTS SEND 
‘WORLD’ ON DIZZY WHIRL 


Reading, June 6. 

Opening of ‘It’s a Wonderful 
World’ (MG) at the Colonial here 
was used by Loew’s as part of an at- 
tempt to determine whether the film 
would sell better if presented as a 
screwball comedy or as straight 
comedy-drama. Screwball angle was 
the one played up here in a heavy 
exploitation campaign by George 
Peters, manager of the house, and 
Jimmy Ashcraft, Metro plugger: 

Among the stunts used was the 
placing of an aquarium filled with 
water, pebbles and grass in a down- 
town window. Sign on it said: ‘Mele 
and Female Invisible Gold Fish, 
Very Rare. It’s a Wonderful World.’ 
Another window had a monkey- 
wrench displayed with a sign: ‘Left- 
handed monkey-wrench. Very Rare. 
It’s a Wonderful World.’ 

Ten thousand heralds headed 
‘Confidential’ were distributed at 
cigar counters, restaurants, tap 
rooms and similar places. In the 
middle they had a red spot, with in- 
structions: ‘Blow your breath on this 
spot. If it turns black, see your doc- 
tor at once. If it doesn’t see ‘It’s 
a Wonderful World’ at the Colonial.’ 

Another stunt employed an empty 
store window. A boy inside raised 
and lowered a blank curtain on 
shouted instructions from another 
kid outside. Whenever a crowd 
gathered, instead of the blank cur- 
tain one was lowered with the leg- 
end: ‘If you think this is funny, see 
‘It’s a Wonderful World’ at the Co- 
lonial.’ 

Stunt which stopped traffic was 
placing a boy in a raincoat on a high 
stool on a street corner. He fished in 
an aquarium. On his back was a 
sign reading: ‘If you think I’m crazy, 
see ‘It’s a Wonderful World’ at the 
Colonial.’ 














Everybody on Lookout 
For Mysterious ‘Maisie’ 





Providence, June 6. 


Loew’s successful venture into use | 


of auto bumpers as possible adver- 
tising medium of current attractions 
has manager Edward McBride con- 
tinuing stunt with a teaser strip on 
*‘Maizie Was a Lady’ (M-G) which 
opens next week, 

Town is literally flooded with 
large banners such as ‘Has Anyone 
Seen Maizie,’ ‘Maizie Is Coming to 
Town’ and just the title ‘Maizie’ with 
a huge question mark. Bumper 
cards read ‘Take It Easy—Maizie Is 
Coming to Town.’ Classified ads also 
pressed into service for teaser ads. 

Distribution of 2,000 circulars, radio 
broadcasts and @ther newspaper pub- 
licity round out the campaign. 


OWMANSHIP 


By John C. Flinn 





Film industry faces a period of boxoffice uncertainty 
which is clouded by disturbing and disrupting legisla- 
tive and anti-trust aggressions from without, and con- 
fused by the trend of trade events affecting all branches 
within the business—production, distribution and ex- 
hibition. Some radical readjustments of a kind and 
nature that may disturb the entire film structure will 
probably be experienced before the situation clarifies. 
Discussing the film panorama from the viewpoint of 
an exhibitor, Robert B. Wilby, partner of Harold F, 
Kincey, of Wilby-Kincey theatres in the southeast, 
Said: 

‘I have met no one who can confidently predict the 
immediate future. Although I have been in the busi- 
ness for 25 years, I wouldn’t attempt any prognostica- 
tion. The only comment I can make is to repeat what 
I tell our organization, which operates some 135 the- 
atres. That is, ‘Conduct your business in the smartest 
possible manner. No one has any right to expect 
special dispensations and fayors. If you’re not smart 
enough to cope with your problems, and your com- 
petitor is, he’ll take over your troubles gladly, and also 
your business!’ 

Taking up in order of their importance the various 
issues which the film industry is meeting, Wilby places 
first on the list the fundamentals of public relations, 
He said: 

‘We must never lose sight of the fact that attending 
a film must be made an exciting experience for the 
public, and picture business was founded and has 
prospered on the theory that the public was getting a 
lot for a very small cost. Sometimes I wonder if 
we haven’t pushed up admission prices too high and 
just beyond the reach of the masses. Frankly, it is a 
hard question to answer. Overhead of first class the- 
atre operation is expensive. Lower admissions of com- 
peting subsequent runs cut into first showings vi- 
ciously. But I say the time has come when the ad- 
mission price scales are something to think about. 

‘I was much impressed recently,’ he continued, ‘by 
the results which Kar] Hoblitzelle is obtaining in the 
Texas territory where the individual theatre is forcing 
itself into the community life, and is taking its place 
actively in local affairs. This is smart showmanship, 
a step in the right direction, a winner of good will and 
a service that will stabilize exhibition.’ 

And the quality of current films? 

‘I should say that films are better—that is, the good 
ones show constant improvement over the best that 
have gone before. The fact is, however, and it is well 
known to everyone in the business, that not more than 
100 good-to-great films are made annually out of a 
total of 400 pictures. 


OVER-PRODUCTION WASTES QUALITY 


‘The consumption of pictures is much too fast. This 
is brought about because of over-production by every 
company and the sales policies of blockbooking which 
compel the purchase of scores of unneeded pictures. 
Regardless of the quality, the exhibition machinery is 
not geared normally to absorb so many films, and I 
believe that every distributing organization would 
profit by handling fewer pictures, which would open 
playing time for the good films of all the companies, 
or adopt selective selling which would accomplish the 
same end, so that all good pictures from whatever 
source would get before the public. 

‘We have maintained generally in our territory,’ he 
said, ‘a single bill policy, but the pressure from dis- 
tributors is constant to make us and our competition 
play double bills. I’m against duals. Double billing 
obtains in about 70% of the country, chiefly through 
distribution sales policies, not by reason of exhibitor 
or public desire. 

‘It is an incongruous circle of merchandising, the 


enterprise. And distributors have created the condi- 
tion through special inducements, and the determina- 
tion of every company to sell all its product. First, 
the top picture when played on a dual program is li- 
censed at 5% less than the contract price; second, the 
supporting feature is sold for small rental, and third, 
the reduced percentage is figured after deduction of 
the cost of the supporting film. It doesn’t make sense. 

‘Another bad angle of duals is the practice of first 
runs in playing the most ordinary and cheapest films 
in the lower spot. Then, when the time comes for the 
subsequent runs to get the class pictures, the film rent- 
als for good product are low enough to team up the 
best films available and sell them at a bargain. Must 
be a lot of money in producing pictures if they can 
pay out under such a system! 


equal of which is not to be found in any other line of © 


‘Legislation and lawsuits are a serious matter, I 
sometimes wonder if the Government really under- 
stands the processes by which the film business oper- 
ates. I sometimes feel that the idea prevails in the 
courts, that all protection and clearances are wrong 
and oppressive, and that the ideal system would be 
that pictures should be made available simultaneously 
to all theatres on a day-and-date basis. Well, you know 
how long the business would last if operated on such 
principles. And yet, some court décisions lead one to 
believe that that is what the Government is driving 
at in its suits, 

‘Let me give an instance of this viewpoint,’ he con- 
tinued, ‘in the light of actual experience. Recently in 
one of the towns in which we operate a first run the- 
atre, the independent opposition, charging 15c., made 
a violent protest that our protection of 90 days was 
too long and worked hardship on him. So I called on 
the exhibitor and asked him about his complaint. He 
insisted he should get his films earlier. ‘Then I asked 
him how much rental he paid on a film he had shown 
recently, and he said he had paid $22.50. I told him 
we had played the same picture first run and had paid 
$3,000 film rental. After a thorough comparison of 
our separate problems, he agreed that 90 days was 
not too much protection.’ 


PUBLIC WILL FIND THE FILM STARS 


Booking films of all distributors, Wilby has concrete 
ideas of showmanship values in productions. Contin- 
uing, he said, ‘At no time in the history of the busi- 
ness has there been more than 10 or 12 popular stars 
competing. They change constantly and the popularity 
of some of them lasts longer than others. Therefore 
the struggle of producers to establish every film player 
as a star is silly and impossible. Let the studios con- 
centrate on good stories, suitable for American family 
entertainment, and the ‘star’ situation will take care 
of itself. The public will discover them soon enough. 

‘When the ‘Hardy’ pictures were first released, 
Mickey Rooney was not a big draw. Now one hears 
on all sides that it’s Rooney who makes the ‘Hardy’ 
pictures, but the truth is just the reverse. It’s the 
series that has made Rooney.’ 

And radio? 

‘Radio is terrific competition for films. For three 
years I have been contending against permitting film 
stars, story material and film musical compositions on 
the radio and handing them free to the public; that is, 
literally invited to stay home and listen. Metro never 
permitted the music of ‘Naughty Marietta’ to be sung 
on the air by Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson Eddy, 
and I venture the statement that the film has had more 
rebookings in theatres than any film released at the 
same time, 

‘The other evening I heard a radio performance of 
‘Golden Boy.’ It was done as well as the radio is 
capable of doing these things, but I should say that 
the free performance, instead of helping the film, has 
taken off a substantial portion of its picture value. 
Film business gradually is coming to realize these 
things. I hope it’s not too late. 

‘There’s room for improvement in the exploitation 
and advertising of films to the public,’ he said. ‘Per- 
sonally, I have ideas on this subject that seem con- 
trary to the prevailing theories. That, I guess, is be- 
cause I started in show business on the legitimate end 
in a small town where the advance agent used to come 
in, lay out the advertising and the billing and handle 
his attraction without regard to the local angles. When 
I found the system kept me from running my own 
business in the manner I thought most effective, I 
decided it was a bad business and got out of it, not 
being content with the usual boxoffice divisions which 
left me about 20% of the gross. 

‘I don’t think we need these big national advertising 
campaigns in the magazines, which take one shot at an 
attraction and then forget it. Of course, I can under- 
stand why the distributors do it in their effort to force 
sales, but for my part I’d rather see a system that 
passed the buck of advertising responsibility to the 
theatre man. Then we would be running our busi- 
ness and not depending on the other fellow. Reminds 
me that one of our boys down south said recently 
that he always noticed the only films which get the 
heavy backing are the smash hits. I'll be convinced 
that these big advertising campaigns are effective when 
one of the distributors selects just a fair picture and 
puts it over. That will be the test. That's what ex- 
hibitors are doing constantly, and in order to stay in’ 
business they have to de it successfully. 

‘I call that show business.’ 





‘CHIPS’ BREAKS INTO 
L. A’S CLASSROOMS 


Los Angeles, June 6. 
Marking the first time such co- 
operation has been extended to a 
motion picture, the Board of Educa- 





Gaynor Out, Rod Bush 
Heads 20th’s Combined 
Exploitation-Pub Depts. 





Following move of 


DAVE LEVY JOINS U, 
LEO ABRAMS UPPED 


Resigning from Metro after 13 
years with that company as New 


20th-Fox | Jersey sales manager, Dave Levy 


tion of Los Angeles recently issued 
a bulletin on M-G’s ‘Goodbye, Mr. 
Chips’ which reached practically 
every public school student in the 
city. The bulletin was sent to all 
teachers of English, a compulsory 
subject, and read in all classes over 
the 6th grade in elementary school 
and to every high school class 
throughout the L. A. city district. 


ment of James Hilton, author of the 
novel from which the production 
was made, in which he calls the film 
‘an author’s dream fulfilled,’ fol- 
lowed Alexander Woollcott’s talk on 
the picture as shown in the trailer. 





‘Chips’ is currently in its fourth 
week at the Four Star, in L. A. 





| 


The bulletin consisted of the com- | 





yesterday (Tues.) in combining the 
exploitation and publicity depart- 
ments, Leonard Gaynor, with the 
company about five years, resigned. 
He turned in his notice in the morn- 
ing, effective at noon (Tues.) and 
walked out, with no exact reasons 
said to have been given. Gaynor 
had been in charge of publicity con- 
tacting of the daily newspapers and 
syndicates, having come to 20th after 
several years with Paramount. 

In merging the explo!tation and 
publicity divisions, Charles E. Mc- 
Carthy, head of all advertising-pub- 


licity, named Rodney Bush as chief 
of the two departments under him. 





goes into Universal June 19 as 
branch manager at N. Y., while Leo 
Abrams, whom he succeeds, moves 
into the U home office under a pro- 
motion made by Bill Scully. 


Abrams, 23 years with Universal, 
will become shorts product sales 
manager and double from that into 
general distribution duties under 
Scully, including circuit sales con- 
tact. He will have sales supervision 
over serials, of which U is making 
four for 1939-40, as well as over the 
newsreel, U is selling 57 shorts for 
the new season. 

Branch manager at N. Y. for 10 
years, Abrams was formerly ex- 
change chief in Kansas City, St. Louis 
and New Haven, prior to that having 
been a film salesman, 


——== 
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Australian Pubic 
Goes for Film Quiz; 
Distribs Nix NS.W, 


Melbourne, May 17. 
Hoyts, after running a successful 
Movie Quiz in this territory, dropped 
the idea for New South Wales. 
Understood that distribs were ad- 


vised from their N. Y. office not 
to come in on the idea for elsewhere 
bid. Hoyts didn’t feel disposed to 
carry the Quiz solo, hence the nix 
for other spots. 

In connection with the Victorian 
try it’s interesting to note that 
Hoyts received 185,000 entries from 
film fans covering city, nabes and 
stix. Execs consider this to be a 
really ‘remarkable figure. First 
prize was won by Col’s ‘You Can’t 
Take It With You.’ Prizes ranged 
from an automobile to a suite of 
furniture. The whole Quiz was 
worked on excellent lines by execs 
and included booklets, = special 
twenty-four sheeters, trailers and 
splash newspaper ads. Was a costly 
layout but repaid by patronage from 
the fans, 

Similar layout was proposed for 
N. S. Wales, but according to Hoyts’ 
execs the M.P.D.A. gave a nix or- 
der as regards certain financial 
backing. Execs said that had they 
gone ahead with the Quiz in N. S. 
Wales the distribs, whilst not come 
ing in for cost, would have will- 
ingly taken the added percentage 
gotten from the biz build. 


MIDSUMMER SLEDDING 
HEATS “WOLF CALL’ BIZ 


Seattle, June 6. 

It’s hot in Seattle this week. But 
this doesn’t stop a ‘sourdough’ from 
‘selling’ his huskies and pulling his 
own sled, on wheels, about the town, 
while he’s dressed in parka, beaver 
coat and heavy puttees, just like the 
Alaskans in the cold, cold up north, 

At least this is the story told by 
the ‘street parade’ put on to attract 
attention to Jack London's ‘Wolf 
Call’ (Mono) current at the Palomar 
(Sterling). A placard on the outfit 
Says: ‘I’ve sold my dogs to see ‘Wolf 
Call’ at Palomar.’ 


Jack Sampson of the adv. dept, 
figured this stunt. 


Ice Kibitzers Swelter 
Writing for Oakleys 


Lincoln, June 6. 

Crowd gathering stunt for the 
opening of ‘Wonderful World’ (MG) 
was M. E. Lofgren’s brainstorm here, 
when he had 25 tickets to the show, 
frozen in a 100-pound cake of ice, 
and the ice block deposited in the 
hot sun on the sidewalk in front of 
the theatre. Admission was by whole 
ticket only, extracted as the ice 
melted. 


He’s kicking himself because he 
thought of it too late to do it with 
the natural—'Ice Follies,’ 




















Heifetz, a La Marian 


Anderson, for Pic Preem 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Following Darryl Zanuck’s lead in 
engaging Marian Anderson to war- 
ble at the "Young Mr. Lincoln’ pre- 
view, Samuel Goldwyn will have 
Jascha Heifetz and the California 
Junior Symphony appear at the 
press showing of ‘Music School.’ 
Heifetz is in picture. 





Texas Quiz for Schools 
Harrisburg, June 6. 


Variety of exploitation stunts em- 
ploying Captain Jack Lloyd, vet 
Texas Ranger, were used by Jerry 
Wollaston, manager of the Rio, for 
‘Renegade Trail,’ Par western. 


Aside from newspaper stories on 
Lloyd, who roamed the streets for 
three days in costume, considerable 
interest was beaten up by his 
stopping at downtown corners and 
in the vicinity of schools to con- 
duct quizzes on Texas history. Passes 
were handed to those giving the core 





rect answers to his questions. 
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“Tuarer’ H. 0. $13,000 Philly’s Only 
Summer Doldrums 
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Philadelphia, June 6. 

State of biz in the midtown sector, 
as well as in the keys and nabes con- 
tinues its apparently irresistible 
downward course this sesh with ex- 
hibs seemingly unable to find the 
combination to stop it. While one de- 
luxer shuttered for the summer on 
Sunday evening, only one other is 
ringing up any appreciable trade at 
the b.o. And inasmuch as that— 
‘Juarez’ at the Boyd—is in its second 
week, the aggregate is pretty glum. 
Will do $13,000 for the turn. 

Summer veilings, policy shuffles 
and closings for installations of new 
equipment, have the downtown terri- 
tory pretty much in a turmoil cur- 


rently. Bow-outs were by the Al- 
dine, first-runner, and _ Keith's, 
second-lapper. Former regularly 


takes a vacation during the hot spell, 
while this is the first time in several 
years that Keith’s has quit. 

Policy switches take Keith’s 
second-runs into the Stanton, which 
drops its first-run action pix. Earle 
will use up whatever film possible 
that formerly went into the Stanton, 
combining it with a flock of shorts 
and newsreels to make up a three- 
hour show. 

Closed today (Tuesday) and tomor- 
row is the Stanley, flagship of the 
Warner circuit here. Forty-eight 
hours out will permit installation of 
new air-conditioning equipment and 
projectors. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57)— 
Closed for the summer on Sunday 
night. Wound up on the 11th day of 
‘Stolen Life’ (Par) which got poor 
$12,000 for the period. Extra four 
days not actually a h. o. so much as 
an attempt to keep the house open to 
capitalize on any possible week-end 
trade. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)— 
‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d wk). Town’s sole 
big moneymaker this stanza. Good 
at $13,000 and may get the call for 


another stay or part of it. Last 
week, very healthy $17,300. 
Earle (WB) (2,758; 26-32-42)— 


‘Missing Daughters’ (Col). Missing 
b. o. at $5,500. Last week, ‘Gorilla’ 
(20th) likewise weak at the same 
figure. ‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par) in 
Friday, as house takes over some .of 
what would ordinarily be Stanton 
product. 


Erlanger (Beier-England) (1,859; 
25-50) —‘Wages of Sin’ (Indie). Legit 
house opened Friday with this on a 
grind policy. Tee-off was pretty good, 
but crix slammed film badly and biz 
fell off after the first day. Length 
of run uncertain. 


Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68)— 
‘Wonderful World’ (M-G) with Cass 
Daley, Chaney and Fox on stage. 
Wickets revolving slowly at $18,500, 
but because of low nut on show house 
may pull through. Last week, ‘Bri- 
dal Suite’ (M-G) with Arthur 
Treacher, Marion Talley and Frankie 
Masters band on the boards, much 
worse at $17,000, unprofitable. ‘Young 
Mr. Lincoln (20th) with Johnny 
(Scat) Davis in on Friday. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57)— 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) (2d run) 
(2d wk). Originally skedded for 
only nine days here in view of the 
six weeks pic has already had in 
first run. But biz strong at $5,000 in 
the initial sesh and held-over, with 
$3,800 this lap not bad. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 32-42-57)— 
Darkened after Sunday night’s show 
for the remainder of hot spell, first 
summer in several years that it has 
Shuttered. ‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) (2d 
run) completed 10 days when the 
curtain rang down, and $5,200 for 
the stay was poor. 

Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-42)—‘Dark 
Victory’ (WB) (3d run). Stepping 
out rather well at $6,300, particularly 
in view of the 25 days it has already 
played in town. Last week, ‘Nazi 
Spy (WB) (3d run), okay $5,200, but 
not up to expectations. 

; Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57)— 
Rose’ (20th). Finished last night at 
the end of five days of a second 
week, The $7,500 for the canto n. s. 
h. Initial lap at $14,500 likewise in 
the mild category. House is closing 
today (Tuesday) and tomorrow for 
installation of projection machines 
and new air conditioning. Opens 
Thursday with ‘Only Angels Have 
Wings.” (Col). * 

btanton (WB) (1,457; 26-32-42)— 
Ex-Champ’ (U). Holding only for 
Six days with punk $3,800, Last 
week, ‘Blind Alley,’ (Col) likewise 
one day short and only $4,000 for the 
Stay. This is final week of first-run 
for the house. It will take over 
closed Keith’s continued-run policy. 





COLLUM’S TALENT SPOT 
Hollywood, June 6. 

Joe Collum signed as talent direc- 
tor for the Cudia-Color studio after 
five years as casting director for Hal 
Roach. 
_ New outfit makes foreign pictures 
in color and plans to add English- 


Speaking features to its production 
sked, 


a 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $1,299,600 
(Based on 26 cities, 172 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tnctuding 
N. Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Wear. .....cccee. $1,202,000 
(Based on 21 cities, 146 theatres) 


‘Angels Fine 146, 
‘Gracie Case’ N.G. 
In Summery Cincy 











Cincinnati, June 6. 

Sharp drop from last week has biz 
at summer levels. 

Ace tugger currently is 
Angels Have Wings,’ registering a 
v.g. Albee mark. ‘Lady’s From Ken- 
tucky’ is fetching fairly good returns 
at Keith’s. ‘Some Like It Hot’ is a 
chiller for the Lyric. Palace is hav- 
ing one of its worst-ever weeks on 
‘Gracie Allen Murder Case,’ despite 
padding with the Nova-Baer scrap 
clips. 


‘Only 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col). Very 
good $14,000. Last week, ‘Lucky 


Night’ (M-G) and Benny Goodman’s 
band on spot booking at 35-42-60- 
cent scale, big $22,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 35-42)— 
‘Wonderful World’ (M-G). Move- 
over from Palace for second week. 


Fair $4,000. Last week, ‘Hardys’ 
(M-G), second week of moveover 
run, fairly good $4,000. 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 20-30)— 
‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO) and ‘Love or 
Money’ (U), split with ‘Flying Irish- 
man’ (RKO) and ‘Code of Streets’ 
(U). Fair $1,900. 
for ‘Made Her 


Spy’ (RKO) and 


and ‘Lady and Mob’ (Col). 


Grand (RKO) = (1,200; 
‘Hardys’ (M-G) (3d run). 
week On main stem. 


$3,200. 

Keith's (Libson) (1,500: 35-42)—~ 
‘Lady’s From Kentucky’ (Par). 
Fairly good $4,200. Last week, 


‘Gorilla’ (20th), poor $3,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 35-42)—‘Like 
It Hot’ (Par). Cold $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Rose’ (20th) (2d run), nice 
$4,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Gracie Allen Murder Case’ (Par) 
and Nova-Baer fight pix. Close to 
an all-time house low at $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Wonderful World’ (M-G), 
eight days, no dice at $7,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42)— 
Went dark Friday (2) with second 
week of ‘Mikado’ (U), poor $2,500. 
_—— reopens Sept. 1 with vaud- 
film. 


Briggs Body's 150,000 
Laid Off Doesn’t Help 





Detroit, June 6. 
Shuttering of the United Artists 
for hot months, plus first-time drop- 
ping of flesh by the Fox, leaves 
downtown film row only a shadow 
of its former self. Along with a 
natural dip in total grosses for town, 
there’s likewise just mediocre patron- 

age at individual spots currently. 


In other words, town’s pretty well 
shot, what with around 150,000 out 
of work for the past two weeks as 
result of the Briggs Body auto strike. 


Estimates for This Week 


‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) (2d run) 
plus ‘Girl from Mexico’ (RKO) dual. 
Grant-Arthur opus moved here after 
fair sesh at the 
okay. Last week much better $7,500 
for ‘Washington Square’ (20th) (2d 
run) and ‘Missing Daughters’ (Col). 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 35-40- 
55)—‘Lincoln’ (20th) plus ‘Could 
Happen to You’ (20th), dual. House 
drops fiesh for first time to lower 
nut for summer at least. On initial 
dual policy figures to get around 
$12,000, nothing to write home about 


near end to fair $17,000 for ‘Angels 
Wings’ (Col) plus 
Harmonica Rascals 
stage show. 





Det; ‘Juarez’ OK 136 





$ 
25-40) | and ‘Back Door Heaven’ (Par), okay 
ourth | $8,500. 
Okay $2.700.|* 
Last week, ‘Union Pacific’ (Par),!—‘Wuthering Heights’ 


second run and third week, fine| ‘Gracie Allen Murder’ (Par) both 2d 
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Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)—| ,.Prineess 


} 
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ox; looks like $5,500. | 
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but okay. Last week dropped off) $1,100 


| 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000;' sters de l’'Exposition, good $5,000. 


| ‘Rose’ 


30-40-65 )—‘Juarez’ (WB) plus ‘Jane 
Arden’ (WB), dual. Headed for okay 
$13,000 in a very dull town. Last 
stanza slightly over $12,000 for 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) and 
‘Gracie Allen’ (Par). 

Palms - State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-50)—‘Can’t Get Away 
Murder’ (WB) and ‘Wolf Call’ 
(Mono), dual. Looks like about 
$6,500, mild. Last week around $7,000, 
fair, for ‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB) (2d 
run) and ‘Hotel Imperial’ (Par), 


‘ANGELS $23,500 
IN 2 HUB SPOTS 


Boston, June 6. 
No big grossers here this week, 
but ‘East Side Heaven,’ ‘Angels Have 
Wings,’ and ‘Juarez’ (2d wk) are| 
turning in good tallies. 
Horse and dog racing, baseball and 
good weather are the chief alibis. 
Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— 
‘Panama Patrol’ (GN) and ‘Rack- 
eteers on Range’ (RKO), plus fight 
pix, with vaude, four days; ‘King of 
Underworld’ (WB) and ‘Almost Gent’ 
(RKO) (both 2d run), with fight pix 
two days; and ‘Three Smart Girls’ 
(U) and “‘Torchy Chinatown’ (WB), 
two days. Taking around $8,000, 
good. Run of vaude shrinks from 
four days to three, beginning Friday 
(9). Last week ‘Romance of Red- 
woods’ (Col) and ‘Boys’ Reforma- 








Fildare’ $10,500. 





tory’ (Mono), with vaude, four days; 


and ‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB) and ‘12) 


Hours’ (RKO) (both 3d run), three 
days, $6,800, tepid. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40-55) 
—Get Away Murder’ (WB) and 
‘Chasing Danger’ (20th). Pale $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Gorilla’ (20th) and ‘Back 
Door Heaven’ (Par), $6,000. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55)—‘East Side Heaven’ (U) 
and ‘Moto Danger Island’ (20th). 
Satisfactory $15,000 indicated. Last 





week, ‘Rose’ (20th) (2d wk) and/| 
‘Fisherman’s Wharf’ (RKO) (lst! 
wk), $13,700. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- | 
40-55)—‘Juarez’ (WB) and ‘Women | 
in Wind’ (WB) (2d wk). Medium | 
$14,000 pace. Last week, very good | 
$19,800 for same bill. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—Angels Have Wings’ (Col) and 
‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G). Fair $13,500 | 
gait. Last week, ‘Hardys’ (M-G) i 


Ditto last week) ‘Blind Alley’ (Col), big $17,000. 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35-| 


‘Manhattan Shakedown’ (Ind), split} 49.55)—-Get Away Murder’ (WB) | 
with ‘Streets Missing, Men’ (Rep) | 403 ‘Chasing Denser’ (20th). N.s.h. 


7,000. Last week, ‘Gorilla’ (20th) 


Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
(UA) and 


run), Adequate $5,000 in store. Last 
week, ‘Union Pacic’ (Par) (3d run) 
and ‘Each Other’ (UA) (2d run), 
$5,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) and 
‘Society Lawyer’ (M-G). Fair $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Hardys’ (M-G) and 
‘Blind Alley’ (Col), dandy $13,500. 


‘Spy’ Hot $8,000, Rest 
OK in Perky Montreal 
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Montreal, June 6. | 


Brace of good grosses are in sight | 
for current week with Loew's ahead 
of the field on ‘Nazi Spy’ and a good 
chance for $8,000 and Palace with 
pacing for a _ nice $7,000. | 
Capitol will just about get by on) 
‘Lucky Night’ with balance so-so. 
Ben Bernie at Forum Thursday night 
(1) nose-dived to an almost empty, 
house and a take of a little over 
$1,000 scaled at 50-$1.50. 


Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Rose’ (20th). Pointing toward nice) 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Alexander Bell’ 
(20th) $5,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and ‘Woman in| 
Wind’ (WB). Not likely to exceed) 
$5,500, but good enough. Last week, | 
‘Hardys’ (M-G) and ‘Within Law’ 
(M-G), very good $7,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— | 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB). Looks like tops, 
and should gross $8,000, excellent. 
Last week, ‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d 
week), good enough $4,500. 

(CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— | 
Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Lady and 
Mob’ (Col). Not getting much at! 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Conquest’ (Rep) | 
and ‘Going Places’ (WB), good 
$3,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)—_ 
‘Captain Fury’ (UA) and ‘Strange. 
Boarders’ (Brit) (2d week). Sight-! 
ing $2,500, good. Last week, $3,500, ' 
very nice. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘La Marseillaise.’ In 
line for fair $1,500. Last week, ) 
‘Joueur d’Echecs’ holdover fell to 





| 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 20- 


Erik Rhodes-! 34)—‘Ajtitude 3000’ and ‘Une Java,"! 
topping final’ A little off but still good $4,500. Last, 


week, ‘Paix sur le Rhin’ and ‘Gang- | 


They re Passing the Aspirin in L.A.: : 
‘Gracie’ Whodunit Soft $13,500, Okay 
$17,500 for Conquest, ‘Lucky’ $17,900 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
i 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Weex 
) Peer $266,700 
(Based on 10 theatres) 








K. C.; Film Lack 
Shutters 2 Spots 





Kansas City, June 6. 

Theatre row shrinks to four first | 
runs as two houses go dark. Orpheum | 
under RKO banner was reopened | 
last September and has operated on 
a policy of straight films, doubling 
or soloing, as product was available. 
House has been supplied with RKO 
and First National releases and an 
occasional Mono or indie. Product 
shortage chief reason here. 

Tower darkened after nearly five 
years of continuous operation, all 
but past three months on vaudfilm 
combo. Shortage of suitable films as 
well as scarcity of marquee names 
for stage bills the answer here. 
Strong possibility house will reopen 
in the fall, as will the Orpheum. 

Currently Midland is leading re- 
maining first runs with ‘Dr. Kildare.’ 
Substantial returns in all spots, but 
none outstanding. 

‘Juarez’ at Newman receiving a 
class reception and possible holdover, 
though not a large magnet. ‘Young 
Mr. Lincoln’ day and date in Esquire 
and Uptown showing no _ fancy 
figures, but steady and also a pos- 
sibility for second week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)—‘Mr. 
Lincoln’ (20th) singled in both 
houses. Opening average, but main- 
taining a steady pace indicating a 
second week. Combined total of 
$6,500 betters average. Last week, 
‘Gorilla’ (20th), fair $6,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Streets 
New York’ (Mono). Only double bill 
in town, and initial appearance of 
Monogram release in this house. Biz 
bettering former Kildare release and 
nice at $10,500. Last week, ‘Angels 


Have Wings’ (Col) and ‘Outside 
Walls’ (Col) in the better class at 
$12,500. 


Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—‘Juarez’ (WB). Opened light, 
but stepped into a steady pace with 
patronage from the more choosey 
fans. Around $6,000, and may run 
second week. Last week, ‘Oklahoma 
Kid’ (WB), average $5,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—Darkened as of last Friday (2) 
Last bill was re-issues ‘Of Human 
Bondage’ (WB) and ‘Lost Squadron’ 
(RKO) light at $4,000, but probably 
okay as rentals were low. 

Tower (Fox Midwest) (2,050; 10- 
25-35-55 )—Closed as last Friday (2). | 
Ted Lewis and band on stage with| 
‘Jones Family’ (20th) as combo} 
closed with $13,000, big money. 


11 IN QUEBEC CLOSE, 
PROTESTING 20% TAX 


Quebec City, June 6. 

The Ancient Capitol’s 11 theatres 
were biacked out Saturday (3) in- 
definitely on refusal of Mayor Lucien 
Borne to reconsider or modify the 
city’s recent increase of amusement 
tax by 10% to a total of 20%, not 
allowing for breaks. 

Most theatres inserted a line in 
their regular newspaper advertise- 
ments ‘closed tomorrow until fur- 
ther notice,’ ‘last day’ or ‘from to- 
morrow this theatre will be closed 
because it cannot continue to operate 
under the new municipal tax.’ One 
theatre ran large special ads saying 
it was ‘impossible’ to operate under 
taxation which ‘totals 40% of re- 
ceipts.” Another claimed it had been 
a popular house and well supported 
but had never paid dividends be- 
cause it paid 25 different taxes. 

Six of the houses run French lan- 











guage films, the balance American 
and British. 
will be out of work for an inde-| 
terminate period. Loss to the city 


About 175 employees | 


Los Angeles, June 6. 

Very l:ttle to crow over on current 
week despite excellent start most of 
houses had on Memorial Day. Best 
showing, proportionately, is that of 
‘Mr. Chips’ at Four Star, where 
fourth week is running strong. 

Newcomers are faring poorly, in- 
cluding ‘Lucky Night’ at State-Wil- 
shire, ‘Gracie Allen Murder Case’ 
at Paramount, and ‘Man of Conquest’ 
at Warner day-daters. Holdover of 
‘Washington Square’ at United 
Artists and Carthay Circle helped 
materially by addition of ‘Wonderful 
World’ as top feature for second 
stanza. 


Estimz-es for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 30-40- 
55)—‘Wonderful World’ (1st. week) 
(M-G) and ‘Washington quare’” 
(20th) dual (2d week). Holdover of 
‘Square’ and bolstering with ‘World’ 
spelling around $3,300. Last week, 
‘Square’ (20th) and ‘Danger Island’ 
(20th), $2,200, okay. 

Dewntewn (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—*‘Man Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘On 
Trial’ (WB) dual. Initial first run 
for Rep at Warner day-daters head- 
ing for fair $9,000. Last week, ‘Dark 
Victory’ (WB) (2d week), okay 
$8,000. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) (4th week). Con- 
tinu - setting terrific pace and should 
garner another $5,800 after socko 
$7,000 last week, aided by holiday. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—*Man Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘On 
Trial’ (WB) dual. Looks headed for 
okay $8,500. Last week, ‘Dark Vic- 
tory’ (WB) (2d week), good $7,100. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30- 
35-40 )—‘Racketeers of Range’ (RKO) 
and ‘Third of Nation’ (Par) dual 
and vaudeville. Another of those 
weeks where first run product isn’t 
spelling results, despite a better- 
than-average stage show: looks 
around $7,000, not very profitable. 

: Pantages (Pan) (2812; 30-40-55)— 
Angels Have Wings’ (Col) (2d week) 
and ‘Sorority House’ (RKO) dual. 
i finishing strong to $8,400 
after first week surprised with ne 

$10,500. : - 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—‘Gracie - llen Murder Case’ (Par) 
and stage show. Ice revue on stage 
getting credit for large share of 
take, which on nine-day run will be 
lucky to hit $13,500. Last week (five 
days) ‘Some Like It Hot’ (Par) and 
ice revue, very bad $9,000. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55) — ‘Angels 
Wings’ (Col) (2d week) and ‘Made 
Her Spy’ (RKO) dual. Will add 
a big $7,800 to $10,000 garnered on 
first week, 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and ‘Tell 
No Tales’ (M-G) dual. Very weak 
$10,700. Last week (six days) ‘Won- 
derful World’ (M-G) and ‘Within 
Law’ (M-G), brutal $7,000. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100: 30- 
40-55)--‘Wonderful World’ (M-G) 
(ist week) and ‘Square’ (20th) (2d 
week) dual. Biz somewhat hypoed 
by new top feature with holdover, 
so $4,000 okay. Last week, ‘Square’ 
(20th) and ‘Danger Island’ (20th), 
fair $2,700 on six days. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 40-55-65) 
—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) and ‘Tell No 
Tales’ (M-G) dual. Establishing no 
record, but $7,200 as much as could 
be expected. Last week, six days 
‘Wonderful World’ (M-G) an 
“Within Law’ (M-G), poor $5,700. 


‘Fury’ $9,000, ‘Juarez’ 
OK $7,500, Providence 


Providence, June 6. 

Biz far off usual pace and giving 
main stemmers plenty of headaches. 
Juarez’ at Majestic paced at nice 
$7,500 though figure would be just 
chicken feed for the feature in a 
better season. ‘Captain Fury’ at 
Loew's State also below average with 
prospective $9,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Only Angels’ (Col) and ‘Boy 
Slaves’ (RKO) (2d run). Meager 
$2,800. Last week, ‘Wonderful World’ 
(M-G) and ‘No Tales’ (M-G), slow 
$2,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Gorilla’ (20th) and vaude. Paced at 
so-so $5,000. Last week, ‘Boy Friend’ 
(20th) and vaude, fair $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Juarez’ (WB) and ‘North Sea’ (Ind), 
Helping house to better than aver- 
age $7,500. Last week, ‘Nazi Spy’ 
(WB) and ‘Long Shot’ (GN) started 
swell, but dropped like a hot potate 
to $4,000, poor. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Captain Fury’ (UA) and ‘Lady Mob’ 
(Col). Trudging along to fair $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Only Angels’ (Col) and 
‘Boy Slaves’ (RKO) garnered nice 
$11,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Hotel Imperial’ (Par) and ‘Blind 
Alley’ (Col). Looks like another 
slow one with $5,000, fair. Last week, 
‘Man Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Miss- 





in amusement tax will be on Daughters’ (Col) disappointing 
6,000. 
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‘Aneel Winging to 


Hardys’ H. 0. $4,200, ‘Lucky’ 4/46 


4 
me 


Fine $8,500 Mols., 








Minneapolis, June 6. 

‘Only Angels Have Wings’ is the 
sole loop newcomer stirring up any 
substantial boxoffice activity. Open- 
ing cold Decoration Day after ‘Con- 
fessions of a Nazi Spy’ was yanked, 
the film nevertheless got off to a fast 
start. It is still traveling on high 
and after 10 days at the Orpheum 
may move over to the Century for an 
extension of its first-run. 

Last week, the one star boxoffice 
performer was ‘Hardys Ride High’ 
which did so well at the State that it 
has moved over to the Century for a 
second downtown week. 

Blame for the present. sickly 
grosses is placed on the shoulders 
of a general trade depression. All 
lines of industry are suffering. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Get Away Murder’ (WB) and 
‘Panama Lady’ (RKO) (first-runs), 
split with ‘Romance of Redwoods’ 
(Col) and ‘Code Secret Service’ 
(WB) (first-runs). Mild $1,300 in 
prospect. Last week, ‘Blind Alley’ 
(Col) and ‘Kid Texas’ (M-G) (first- 
runs), split with ‘Racketeers Range’ 
(RKO) and ‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO) 
(first-runs) $1,100, mild. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Hardys’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Here after swell seven days at State. 
Still moderately healthy and should 
wind up with fairly good $4,200. Last 
week, ‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d 
week), $4,000, fair. 

Gopher (998; 25) — ‘No Tales’ 
(M-G). Well liked, but lack of cast 
names and hard times holding down 
gross. Will be lucky to reach mild 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Cisco Kid’ (20th), 


light $2,200. 

Granada (Par) (900; 25-35) — 
‘Alexander Bell’ (20th) split with 
‘Castles’ (RKO). First neighborhood 
showing and looking for fair $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Broadway Serenade’ 
(M-G) split with ‘Stagecoach’ (UA), 
$1,800, light. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25- 

35-40)—‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col). 
Opened two days ahead of schedule, 
but had fine exploitation campaign 
and got off to fast start. Plenty of 
critics and customers’ praise to 
sustain takings. Should finish to 
good $8,500 in 10 days. Last week, 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB), $3,200 in five days, 
light. 
State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G), Consider- 
ably under expectations at $4,500, 
light. Last week ‘Hardys’ (M-G), 
big $8,400. 

Time (Gillman (290; 25-35)—‘Pyg- 
malion’ (M-G) (2d loop run) (2d 
week). This is ninth week down- 
town, and takings are starting to slip. 
Will bow out at conclusion of second 
canto. Looks like mild $600. First 
week, $900, pretty good. 

World (Steffes) (250; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Life of Nina Petrovna’ (Foreign). 
Yanked after four days to $600. ‘Wolf 
Call’ (Mono) opened Monday (5) 

oor $600 indicated. Last week, 
a Without Bars’ (UA), $800 

a 


Rainy Louisville Gives 
‘Kildare’ Smart $7,000, 








on a h.o. is holding up fairly well for 
Hipp. 


35)—‘First Offender’ 
Trouble Sundown’ (Col). 
for three days. 
New York’ 
Money’ (U) was trifle heftier, $1,400, 
in four days. 


—Ex-Champ’ 


and ‘Chan in Reno’ (20th). Certainly 
'not in the smash class, and will be 
satisfied with below average $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Rose’ (20th) and ‘Love or 
Money’ (U), hypoed by lots of news- 
paper comment from readers and the 
| like, with purported threat of a boy- 
| cott by locals who resented the 
|\heavy commercialization of the 
| Kentucky Derby via radio. Tempest 
|in teapot probably helped at the b.o. 
| Windup very good $7,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40) — ‘Gracie Allen Murder 
| Case’ (Par) and ‘Unmarried’ (Par). 
Mats look okay, nights on the light 





side. But should have no trouble 
lrounding up medium $2,900. Last 
week, ‘Jones Family’ (20th) and 


‘Sorority House’ (RKO), pretty good 
$3,200. 


‘NAZI’ $11,000 
IN CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, June 6. 

Practically every house is be- 
calmed by the sultry weather, and 
even ‘Nazi Spy’ is not blowing up 
the breeze it should, although still 
a head over others. Palace dropped 
vaude to go into lower-budgeted 
grind with this one which fell off 
a bit after a sock opening. ‘It’s Won- 
derful World’ at next-door State 
only a notch below it while ‘Juarez’ 








Estimates for This Week 


Alhambra (Printz) (1,120; 10-20- 
(RKO) and 
Mild $900 
Last week ‘Streets 
(Mono) plus ‘Love or 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 
(U). Just filler for 
an indifferent stanza, $2,500. Last 
week ‘Rose’ (20th) on pushover from 
Hipp after poor first week didn’t do 
much better, $3,000. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d wk.). Hold- 
over caused last-minute cancella- 
tion of ‘Only Angels Have Wings,’ 
but worth it, getting top cricks’ rat- 
ing as well as $7,000. Last week ex- 
cellent $14,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Nazi Spy’ (WB). _ Satisfactory 
$11,000, considering that dropping 
of vaude slashed expenses, although 
heat melted expected biz. A sure 
moveover for Allen. Last week 
‘Conquest’ (Rep) with Gene Krupa’s 
orchestra on stage, well liked, but 
trade was about 25% off. as it was 
every place, around $12,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Wonderful World’ (M-G). Only 
okay at $10,000 in spite of heavily 
pushed marquee names although it 
may build. Last week ‘Lucky Night’ 
(M-G) just short of $10,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35- 
42-55) —Like It Hot’ (Par). Slam- 
ming reviews and mild $2,500. — Last 
| week ‘Hardys’ (Metro) was a pippin, 





‘Lincoln’ Shaky 326! §5\000 





Louisville, June 6. 

General rains over the weekend 
are helping grosses, by turning 
patrons to the indoors for their 
amusement. Softball and American 
Association night games taking it on 
the chin by the weather trend. 

‘Dr. Kildare’ dualled at Loew’s 
State coming in for top attention. 
H.o’s at the Mary Anderson and 
Brown making fair showing, but 
altogether the biz indications cur- 
rently are on the medium side. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,500; 15-30-40)—‘Rose’ (20th) and 
‘Love Money’ (U), moved over from 
Rialto. Mild opening presages only 
passable $1,500. Last week, ‘East 
Side Heaven’ (U) and ‘White Room’ 
(U), medium $1,700. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Dodge City’ (WB) and ‘Blondie 
Meets Boss’ (Col). Should chalk up 

retty good $1,800. Last week, ‘Little 

incess’ (20th) and ‘Love Affair’ 
(RKO), fair $1,700. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and 
‘Streets New York’ (Mono). Opened 
with lines at the wicket, and on an 
eight-day run. should —g P< fine 
$7,000 to lead the parade. st week, 
‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) and 
‘Within Law’ (M-G), made poor 
showing and jerked after six days to 
bring in ‘Kildare.’ Windup around 
$4,500, low. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Helped somewhat by rainy, some- 
what cooler weather. Baer-Nova 
fight ser helping, too. Fair $3,600 

ter fine $6,000 opening week. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
30-40)—‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ (20th) 





‘MIKADO’ TRA-LA IN 
$0-S0 BALTO, $6,500 


Baltimore, June 6. 

Continued sluggish doings here, 
brace of h.o.’s, nct helping to create 
additional momentum. Fairish reac- 
tion to ‘Dr. Kildare,’ at Loew’s Cen- 
tury, and some interest in “The Mi- 
kado’ at Keith’s. ‘Young Mr. Lin- 
coln,’ in spite of one of the most am- 
bitious publicity buildups attempted 
here in moons, rather disappointing 
at the New. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40)—‘Kildare’ (M-G). Maintain- 
ing fairly pleasant pace to nice $9,- 

. Last week ‘Capt. Fury’ (UA) 
unexciting at $6,800. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Angels Have 
Wings’ (Col) (2d wk and vaude. 
Getting some mild action at $9,500, 
after leading town opening session 
to $12,600. Fairly satisfactory trade, 
but considerably under take ex- 


ected. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40 )—Mikado’ (U). Pleasing at 
$6,500. Last week ‘Ladies from Ken- 
tucky’ (Par) blah at $3.70f. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581: 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Lincoln’ (20th). Not taking 
hold in manner expected after am- 
bitious buildup and terrific support 
from Hearst papers; indicates pos- 
sible $4,500. Last week ‘Gorilla’ 
(20th) didn’t get anvwhere at all 
at $2.700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Holding pleasant if unexciting pace 








to $7,000, after first round at $10,200. 


‘Spy’ $5,000, Best 
In Lively Denver 


Denver, June 6. 
‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ doing 
the best comparative biz, and earn- 
ing itself a holdover after gleaning 
a hefty $5,000 at the Paramount. 
retty good 
ouse hold- 


Rest of the town is in 
shape, with not a single 
ing a really bad one. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Mutiny on Bounty’ (M-G) (re-issue). 
Pulling a fair $3,000. Last week 
‘Wuthering’ (UA) fair $2,500, after 
a week at the Denver, 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 





|‘Union Pacific’ (Par) did a fine $6,- 
| 000, considering it was the fifth week 
| for the film at this spot, breaking all 
records for total money as well as 
|length of time for any film to stay 
here. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Rose’ (20th). Good at $9,500. Last 
week ‘Alexander Bell’ (20th) aided 
strongly by a Major Bowes’ unit, did 
a big $12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘Tell No Tales’ 
(M-G). Also nothing to complain 
about with $9,000, good. Last week 
‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G) and ‘Kid Texas’ 
bl were fair for six days at $6,- 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and ‘Torchy 
Mayor’ (WB). Big $5,000 and a h.o. 
Last week ‘Prison Without Bars’ 
(UA) and ‘Jones Family’ (20th), $4,- 


500, good. 

(Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Alex- 
ander Bell’ (20th), after a week at 
the Denver, and ‘Love or Money’ 
(U). Neat $2,000. Last week ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col), after a week at the 
Aladdin and ‘Risky Business’ (U), 
$1,750, average. 


SUAREZ’ $8,500 
PACES INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, June 6. 

‘Juarez’ at the Circle is the only 
first run managing to lure enough of 
the natives indoors to amass a re- 
spectable gross as the mild and sum- 
mery weather continues to be tough 
opposition. 

Business jis at a comparatively low 
ebb at the vaudfilm Lyric on ‘Boy 
Friend’ and a stage show headlining 
Rufe Davis, while the twin bill of 
‘Let Freedom Ring’ and ‘Bridal 
Suite’ at Loew’s also is bogged down. 
Attempt to bring back ‘Union Pacific’ 
for a third week at the Apollo is 
likewise very slow. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Union Pacific’ (Par), Brought 
back for a third week after a couple 
of stanzas had elapsed since its 
initial two-week run at the Circle, 
but results are in the red at $2,000. 
Last week, moveover sesh of ‘Rose’ 
(20th) and ‘Sorority House’ (RKO) 
was good at $3,800. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Juarez’ (WB). Showing okay 
strength at $8.500 to top the town. 
Last week, ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and 
‘Jones Family’ (20th) failed to live 
up to its big opening day promise, 
and weakened to finish at $6,500, 
still fairly good. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
— ‘Freedom Ring’ (M-G) and ‘Bridal 
Suite’ (M-G). Panned savagely by 
crix for the dailies, and very mild at 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Angels Have 
Wings’ (Col) and ‘Within Law’ 
(M-G) $7,000, all right. 

Lyric (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Boy Friend’ (20th) and vaude. Rufe 
Davis headlined on stage bill over 
the pic, but take is n.g. at $7,000, on 
the wrong side of the ledger. Last 
week, ‘Exile Express’ (GN) and 
Clyde McCoy band on stage spurted 
after a slow start and finished in 
clover at $9,700, good. 


HEAVEN’ SOCK $8,700, 
‘FURY’ $7,000, SEATTLE 


Seattle, June 6. 

Cooler weather is having a bene- 
ficial effect on the grosses, which on 
the whole stack up as healthy. 

‘East Side of Heaven’ coupled with 
‘Ambush’ is ringing up an immense 
$8,700, while ‘Captain Fury’ teamed 
with ‘Jones Family’ is acquitting it- 
self beautifully at $7,000. 

Among the hold-overs, ‘Only An- 
gels Have Wings’ is getting wonder- 
ful $6,000 out of its fourth week and 
goes into a fifth, while ‘Mikado’ is 
making its second sesh pay $4,200, 
and will try a third round. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42 )—‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) 
and ‘Secret Service Air’ (WB) (3d 
wk). So-so $1,500. Last week, same 
films, $2,600, good. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 21-27-32)—‘Midnight’ (Par) 

















and ‘Fast Loose’ (M-G) (2d run), 


40)—‘Lady’s from Kentucky’ (Par). | 
| Floating on a fair $6,000. Last week | 
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Tnvitation’ Preem $13,000 in Frisco, 


Fight Ups Champ 136, 


‘Mikado’ 76 





good going at $3,500 for eight days. 
Last week, ‘Little Princess’ (20th) 
and ‘Ice Follies’ (M-G) (2d run) nice 
$2,600 for six days. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 
green) (2,349; 32-37-42) — ‘Jaurez’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Tapering off to $3,- 
200, slow. Last week, same film, $7,- 
800, big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42)— 
‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) (4th wk). 
Still soaring in the neighborhood of 
$6,000, big, and holding. Last week, 


| same film, $7,200, great. 


Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Mikado’ (UY) (2d 
wk). Another strong session at $4,- 
200, and holding. Last week, same 


film, $5,300, great. 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42) — ‘Captain Fury’ 
(UA) and ‘Jones Family’ (20th). 
Holding 10 days to bring back Friday 
change date, and roaring to a great 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Gorilla’ (20th) 
and ‘Drummond Police’ (Par), $3,- 
800, poor. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37-42) —- ‘Comet Over Broadway’ 
(WB) and ‘Street Missing Men’ 
(Rep) plus stage show with Sterling 
Young orchestra and unit show 
headlining. Good $4,500. Last week, 
‘Wolf Call’ (Mono) and ‘On Trial’ 
(WB) plus vaude, $4,200, good. 


Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 32-37-42)—‘East Side Heaven’ 
(U) and ‘Ambush’ (Par). Holding 
nine days to bring back Thursday 
change date, and doing an immense 
$8,700. Last week, ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) 
and ‘Family Next Door’ (U) (2d wk), 
fair $3,000, for five days. 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘8 Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Pacific 
Liner’ (RKO) (2d run). Good §2,- 
300. Last week, ‘Love Affair’ (RKO) 
and ‘Great Man Votes’ (RKO) (2d 
run) $2,100, good. 


Uptewn (Sterling) (600; 27-42)— 


‘Song Freedom’ (Ind) with Paul 
Robson in lights. Good $700. Last 
week, ‘Smiling Along’ (20th) (2d 


wk), $400, fair. 


‘Angels’ Big 206, 
‘Mikado $13,000 In 
D.C.; Rest Anemic 


Washington, June 6. 

Two big ones aren’t pulling the 
overall take up very much this week 
since it seems to be a case of taking 
it out of one pocket to put in an- 
other. ‘Only Angels Have Wings’ at 
Earle and “The Mikado’ are mopping 
up beautifully with ‘Rose of Wash- 
ington Square,’ although second in 
actual gross, not in the running as 
compared to averages of the houses 
involved. 

Big question mark is what visit of 
the King and Queen will mean at the 
b.o. Royal pair arrive Thursday (8) 
and stick through Saturday (10) with 
town packed to the gills with rub- 
bernecks. Whether extra trade at 
night will merely balance empty 
mats is the worry, and anything may 
happen on final two days of this 
week and first of next. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and vaude. No 
names on stage and opposition is 
beating this one to a pulp. Looks 











San Francisco, June 6. 

Natives seem to be doing every. 
thing but going to the theatres. This 
in spite of the fact that some of the 
houses have had unusually good 
product which has been widely 
ballyhooed in an effort to make the 
public picture conscious. Warm 
weather hurt the theatres consider. 
ably last week. However, the Golden 
Gate Expo enjoyed one of its best 
weeks from the standpoint of at- 
tendance. Baseball games both night 
and day and the colorful ice carni- 
val in Winterland are getting a big 
play. 

Best of three newcomers on the 
street is ‘Invitation to Happiness,’ 
which had its world preem at the 
Paramount. Although well liked by 
those who see it, ‘Mikado’ is a pale 
entry at the United Artists. 


Estimates for “his Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d wk). Business 
hopeless here. Looks for $10,000, 
which is no dice for a biggie. Last 
week managed to get $20,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Ex Champ’ (U) and vaude. Victor 
McLaglen opus couldn’t get any- 
where at the b.o. by itself until the 
Baer-Nova fight film arrived Satur- 
day, when biz took a sudden spurt. 
On the seven days will do $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO) and 
vaude heeded by Sally Rand ended 
with $15,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) (3d wk). 
Will be short two days of a full 
week on the final stint, which will 
bring in about $4,500. Even an ex- 
tra preview failed to help on the 
pull out. This is decidedly mild and 
disappointing, Last week (2d) fair 
$6,000 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 35-55- 
75)—Invitation to Ha-viness’ (Par) 
and ‘Drummond’s Secret Police’ 
(Par), Opened Tuesday in an effort 
to get some biz on ‘Happiness’ which 
was advertised as getting its world 
preem here. Slump still on and 
won't do better than $13,000, which 
is just a shade over average. Last 
week. ‘Wonderful World’ (Par) and 
‘On Trial’ (WB) (2d wk), $6,500, 
n.S.g. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 


75)—Eagle and Hawk’ (Par) and 
‘Star Midnight’ (RKO) (re-issues). 
Around $5,000, blah. Last week 


‘Rose’ (20th) and ‘Danger island? 
(20th) (3d wk), finaled to $5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65 )—Mikado’ (UA). This is first 
picture here to get complete en- 
dorsement of the public schools de- 
partment. Natives in this music- 
loving town are generally a sucker 
for Gilbert and Sullivan stuff, How- 
ever, biz on ‘Mikado’ is disappoint- 
ing at $7,000. Last week about the 
ome with ‘Prison Without Bars’ 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—Nazi Spy’ (WB) and ‘Like It Hot’ 
(Par) (3d wk). Although the take 
has been far from record-breaking, 
biz on ‘Nazi’ has been excellent con- 
sidering brutal going on the Main 
Stem during the past three months. 
Third week looks like $6,000. Last 
week, good $10,000. 


‘Angels’ Smash $6,000, 
‘Hardys’ Great $5,500, 
Oklahoma City Bullish 


_ Oklahoma City, June 6. 
Good biz all around here this week 
with ‘Only Angels Have Wings’ at 
the State and “The Hardys Ride High’ 
at the Criterion smashing through 
for fancy grosses. ‘Angels’ is a smash 
$6,000 and ‘Hardys’ seem sure to top 








like floppo $13,000. Last week, ‘Dr. | $5,500 


Kildare’ (M-G) fair $15,500. 


Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 
‘Gorilla’ (20th). House trying a first 
run this week and may get by with 
okay $4,000. Last week, ‘Alexander 
Bell’ (20th) (2d run) picked up to 
fair $3,600. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) and 
vaude. Revue entitled ‘Command 
Performance’ helping to get advance 
guard of tourists here for royalty, 
and pic should crash through with 
big $20,000. Last week, ‘Nazi Spy’ 
(WB) built to okay $15,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-55)— 
‘Mikado’ (U). Sock class bally and 
reviews, and also helped by British 
flavor pervading town just now. 
Heading into big $13,000. Last week, 
‘East Side Heaven’ (U) (2d wk) held 
amazingly, with full credit to Baby 
Sandy, to surprising $8,300. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40) — ‘Man 
Conquest’ (Rep) (2d run). Back 
downtown after average week at 
Earle and looks like passable $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Union Pacific’ (Par) (2d 


run) good $5,500. 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)— 
‘Rose’ (20th). Nice $14,500. Last 


week, ‘Hardys’ (M-G) (2d wk) held 
on to passable $7,600. 


Estimates for This Week 


Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
—‘Hardys’ (M-G). Going good for 
very nice $5,500 or over. Last week, 
‘Wuthering’ (UA), good $5,000. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 20-25)— 
‘Code Streets’ (U) and ‘Eagle and 
Hawk’ (Par) (re-issue), split with 
‘Love Money’ (U) and Nova-Baer 
pix. Heading for good $2,800. Last 
week, ‘Prison Without Bars’ (UA) 
and ‘Inside Story’ (20th) split with 
Made Her Spy’ (RKO) and ‘Fixer 
Dugan’ (RKO) so-so, $2,000. 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘East Side Heaven’ (U). Nice $4.800. 
Last week, ‘Lady’s Kentucky’ (Par), 
so-so $3,700. 

Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40)— 
‘Broadway Serenade’ (M-G). Brought 
back for three days to mild $700. 








Last week, ‘Kildare’ (M-G), nice 
$1,500. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 20-25-40)— 
‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col). Smash 
$6,000 and broke opening day 
records. Last week, ‘Moonlight 
| Sonata’ (Malmur), bad $1,200, five 
| days. 


Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Wuthering’ (UA) on moveover from 
Criterion. No dice at $1.500. Last 
week, ‘Rose’ (20th) moveover good 
$2,500. : 
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Foreign Coin Curbs Held Biggest 
Bugaboo for Yank Picture Firms 





bd 


Currency restrictions plus the 
premium American film companies 
must pay to withdraw rental money 
from foreign lands is seen by foreign 
managers of American companies as 
being the biggest bugaboos in the 
foreign field. More than 20 foreign 
nations have their own exchange 
control or some type of restrictive 
measures in force against U. S. pic- 
ture companies withdrawing profits 
in full. 

Perhaps the most drastic monetary 
setup with Italy no longer a market 
for American distributors, is in na- 
tions under Nazi influence... Some 
major film officials estimate that lit- 
tle more than 10-15% of the total 
rental money actually is withdrawn 
to this country because of the 
blocked-mark situation as well as 
the disparity in value between the 
mark in the Reich and in the U. S. 
Added factor is the premium 
charged for such withdrawn coin. 
Blocked mark is the method em- 
ployed by the Nazis whereby they 
earmark a certain part of coin for a 
stay in Germany. Major film com- 
panies admit that there’s little that 
can be done about this situation. 

Countries having some exchange 
control, premiums on the withdrawal 
of money or other coin restrictions 
include Germany, Latvia, Poland, 
Esthonia, Lithuania, Yugoslavia, 
Hungary, Rumania, Bulgaria, Greece, 
Turkey, Spain, Uruguay, Chile, 
Japan, Brazil and Argentine. 





Stricter Censorship In 
Japan Would Sock 
Kids’ Pic Attendance 


Tokyo, May 8. 

The enforcement of the motion 
picture law, which goes into effect 
in Japan on Oct. 1, will directly ef- 
fect juvenile attendance at cinemas 
throughout the country. Because of 
rigid censorship some distributors 
are planning to give early morning 
shows on Sundays and on national 
holidays exclusively for children 
with programs particularly picked 
for them. This would insure any 
dispute on suitability of screen fare 
for juveniles. The new statute em- 
phasizes greater care in production 
of film fare for youngsters. 

Distribs would use only films 
which are approved by the Educa- 
tion Ministry, such as newsreels and 
cartoon comedies. Even some car- 
toons in the future will be open to 
censorship, which is the tip-off on 
how much more rigid the censor- 
ship is becoming in Japan. Censors 
also will collaborate with the police 
in keeping tab on any crimes sup- 
posedly influenced by gangster films. 





Rubini Contract in Aussie 
Extended by Hoyts Chain 


Sydney, May 17. 

Jan Rubini, after clicking for 
Hoyts at the Regent, Sydney, has 
had his contract extended to cover 
26 weeks. 

Rubini is also doing a series of 
Sabbath half-hour broadcasts for a 
commercial sponsor over the Albert- 
Doyle network. 





Take It’ in Japanese 


Tokyo, May 15. 

A newly organized drama group, 
the Tokyoza, is planning to produce 
here ‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
the Moss Hart-George S. Kaufman 
Pulitzer prize play of a couple of 
years ago. 

Comedy would be done in Ja- 
Ppanese, 





New Strauss Opera 


Vienna, May 27. 
In honor of Richard Strauss’ 
birthday, the state will produce his 
latest opera, ‘Day of Peace,’ at the 
Reich Festival 
June 4-11. 


The composer is in his 75th year.| 19 





GREATER UNION UNITS UP 
Sydney, May 17. 
Reports from New York that Nor- 
man B. Rydge, chairman of Greater 
Union, would make out okay on 
Product deals, saw a marked im- 


provement in shares of three of the 25 


Major holding units, West’s, Spen- 
cers and Amalgamated. 


Week here on "39 


Exhib Sues to Nix Forced 


Showing of Mex. Pictures 


Mexico City, June 6. 

Cine Teatro Alameda, class cinema 
here, has started court action to up- 
set tax slash action of the municipal 
government that affects all local ex- 
hibitors. Injunction sought is to 
restrain the government from upping 
taxes when made-in-Mexico pictures 
are not shown. 

Former civic administration al- 
lowed exhibitors a tax reduction if 
they each showed at least one native 
film during the last three months of 
1938, period which the government 
took as a basis for taxes during 1939. 

Exhibitors assert that there aren’t 
enough home productions to enable 
them to obey the mandate. 


AMUS. TAX SEEN 
IN AUSSIE FOR 
WAR FUND 


Canberra, May 18. 

The Australian Federal govern- 
ment is reported ready to seek add- 
ed revenue for defense purposes 
through increased entertainment 
taxes. Believed that a tax will be 
placed on theatre tickets from 25c 
up, increasing pro rata. 

It is not anticipated that any added 
tax will be slapped on U. S. importa- 
tions. 


LOUIS MARX SETTLES 
HIS UNIVERSAL SUIT 


The suit of Louis Marx against 
Universal Pictures was both dis- 
closed, settled and discontinued last 
week in N. Y. supreme court. 

Marx, who was a foreign sales rep- 
resentative of Universal from 1925- 
1938, sued for $15,000 plus interest, 
claiming that the film company owed 
him that amount, due to the devalu- 
ation of the dollar in 1933. 

Universal paid him in settlement 
of the action, but the company’s at- 
torneys refused to disclose the 
amount. 


Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 




















‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace 
—Dec. 16, '37. 


we Octopus,’ Queens—Sept. 14, 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess — 
Sept. 20, ’38. 

‘Geneva,’ Saville—Nov. 22, 38. 
— Your Hat,’ Palace—Nov. 24, 
‘They Walk Alone,’ Comedy—Jan. 
19, ’39. 

‘Design for Living,’ Haymarket— 
Jan. 25, °39. 

‘Tony Draws a Horse,’ Strand — 
Jan. 26, ’39. 

‘Black and Blue,’ Hippodrome — 
March 8, ’39. 


‘Gate Revue,’ 
March 9, '39. 


‘The Man in Half Moon Street,’ 
New—March 22, ’39. 


‘Dancing Years, Drury Lane — 
March 23, ’39. 


‘When We Are Married,’ Prince’s 
—March 27, '39. 


‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ White- 
hall—March 28, ’39. 

‘The Women,’ Lyric—April 20. 

‘The Little Revue,’ Little—April 21, 


39. 
‘Third Party Risk,’ St. Martin’s— 
May 2, ’39. 
‘Intruder,” Wyndham’s—May 3, ’39. 
‘Quiet Wedding,’ Piccadilly—May 


Ambassadors — 


, 39. 

‘Inquest,’ Duke of York’s—May 9, 
‘Bridge Head,’ Westminster—May 
*39.- . 


‘Grouse in June,’ Criterion—May 
16, ’39. 

‘Uneasy Living,’ Kingway, May 
8, ’39 


‘Behold the Bride, Shaftesbury, 
May 23, ’39. 
mm, * Mice and Men,’ Apollo—May 
‘Only Yesterday, Playhouse—May 





‘Rhondda Roundabout,’ Globe— 
May 31, ’39. 


Coincidence 





Cairo, May 24. 

Egyptian army officers have 
been forbidden to visit cabarets 
or music halls in which any girls 
other than Egyptian are per- 
forming. This was ordered by 
the Minister of War subsequent 
to widespread reports of spying 
activities by some of these girls, 
for the most part German and 
Austrian. 

Coincidental with this order. 
was another by German consular 
authorities for these girls to re- 
turn home. 


NATAN, 2 AIDES JAILED, 
FINED IN PARIS FRAUD 


Paris, June 6. 

Bernard Tanenzapf, known as the 
‘ezar’ of the French picture business 
under the name of Bernard Natan, 
received a four-year jail sentence 
last week and two associates were 
also given jail terms for fraud in 
connection with French Pathe- 
Cinema’s bankruptcy. 


Simon-Jean Cerf, one-time owner 
of racing stables, drew three years, 
while Alexandre George Johannides, 
Greek film engineer, got two. Judg- 
ment also was entered against the 
three defendants individually and 
collectively for about $133,000 as 
damages due the Pathe receivers. 
Lucien Dollfuss, fourth defendant, 
was acquitted. 


The court found Tanenzapf largely 
to blame for a series of illegal tran- 
sactions in which Pathe-Cinema’s as- 
sets were dissipated in establishing 
many subsidiary concerns and in 
purchase of worthless motion picture 
patents from a fictitious company. 


American Acts Click 
In London Preems 

















London, June 6. 


Six standard American acts, head- 
ed by the Three Stooges and Ada 
Brown, clicked strongly last night 
(Monday), opener of the Palladium’s 
new vaude bill. The Stooges were 
particularly clicky with their buf- 
foonery. 

Repeaters who went over are 
Senor Wences and Wilson, Keppel 
and Betty. 

Opening a month’s engagement at 
the Cocoanut Grove, Una Wyte reg- 
istered with her singing last night, 
too. 





M-G TOPS IN CAIRO 
Cairo, May 20. 
‘The Great Waltz’ (M-G) and 
‘Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry’ (M-G) 
have been doing excellently here. 
‘Trade Winds’ (UA) has been do- 
ing moderately well. 





Tokyo Bans ‘Conquest’ 


Tokyo, May 8. 
‘Conquest’ (M-G) has been banned 
here, 


N.S. Wales Gov't Reported Alloting 
$600,000 to Aid Home Production 





OLD ORDER CHANGETH 


Jap Stage Ignores War Themes, 
; Formerly the Vogue 








Tokyo, May 8. 

Stage productions in Japan have 
swerved from the brave deeds of 
| warriors to popular romantic stories. 
| Since the outbreak of the Sino-Jap- 

anese hostilities, plays have been on 
the brave-fighter theme in an effort 
to bolster national spirit. 

Shift from the trench plot is also 
seen lately in the short feature the- 
atres that have sprung up seemingly 
everywhere. Instead of six or seven 
newsreels showing booming guns in 
China, the programs have two news- 
reels, several cartoon comedies, 
sports shorts, etc. 








FOREIGN FILMS 
SEEN IN U. 3. 


Despite the recent sag in foreign 
product, particularly French, dis- 
tributors of foreign pictures in New 
York anticipate that this autumn 
will be one of the biggest fall sea- 
sons for the foreign-makes in years. 
They base their prediction on the 
stronger lineup, which recently has 
been held back for one reason or 
another, that will be coming over 
from France. 

Distributors admit there has been 
too much enthusiasm shown for 
French product by newcomers in the 
distrib field here. This had four 
effects: (1) it kidded French pro- 
ducers into believing that an unlim- 
ited market in the U. S. was be- 
ing developed for French-made 
films, (2) it boosted demands for 
each individual feature beyond the 
price where it could be handled for 
profit in this country, (3) it stale- 
mated stronger features from 
France and (4) it flooded the coun- 
try with a lot of lesser features. 








Munitions Boom Up 
Tokyo Theatre Mobs 


Tokyo, May 8. 

Due to the munitions boom pre- 
vailing in Japan, caused by the 
Sino-Japanese warfare, all theatres 
are packing them in. And this, in 
spite of the 10% tax levied by the 
government on all admissions. 

Attendance in Tokyo theatres last 
year totaled 86,598,627. This is an 
increase of 31,078,440 people com- 
pared with the previous year. 
ema house attendances represented 
90% of the increase, 








Rhondda’ Liked but Not B.0.; Lee 
Ephraim Wants Simone for London 
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Rouche Heads French 
State Theatre Setup 


Paris, May 28. 
One of the most sweeping changes 
in the general management of the 
French National Theatres has taken 
place with the appointment of 
Jacques Rouche as _ administrator 
general of the state lyric theatres. 
Rouche, formerly director at the 
Opera, will head a newly constituted 
board, 
that will run the Paris Opera and 
the Opera Comique, bringing them 
both under a single management for 
the first time. 





Dunlap’s Home Visit 


Stuart Dunlap, Metro’s manager in 
South America who arrived in N. Y. 
from his foreign post May 31, plans 
to leave for the Coast some time 
next week. Dunlap, whose home 
originally was in California, will 
visit his relatives there. 

Plans returning east the latter part 
of June before sailing for South 





America again. 


consisting of 20 members, | 


London, June 6. 
‘Rhondda Roundabout,’ a drab 
narration of Welsh mining life, was 
warmly praised by the press at its 


day (31), though indications are it 
won't fare well because it isn’t suf- 
fiiciently pliable for the theatre. 
‘Roundabout’ was written by Jack 
Jones, the Welsh novelist and 
dramatist, and is being presented by 
H. M. Tennent, Ltd., and John Giel- 
gud. 

| Lee Ephraim has gone to Paris 
| to attempt to sign Simone Simon to 
| star with Bobby Howes in a new 
| musical. 

‘Dancing Years,’ the Ivor No- 
vello musical, in which he’s starred 
with Mary Ellis, has folded at the 
Drury Lane, with the theatre to be 
taken over by George Black and 
Tom Arnold to operate’ twice- 
nightly musicals. This is the first 
time that the house will operate 
such a policy. 

Jack Buchanan is joining forces 
with Walter Hackett to produce 
Hackett’s new play in which Bu- 
chanan would co-star with Marion 
Lorne. 
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BIG SEASON ON 


Cin- | 


opening at the Globe here Wednes- | 





Sydney, May 18. 
The New South Wales govern- 
ment is reported planning to al- 


locate $600,000 to aid home pro- 
ducers. Presumed that goodly por- 
tion will go to Cinesound and 
National studios. Former has been 
in constant production for years 
without benefit of governmental coin 
while latter is making a comeback 
following a couple of heavy setbacks. 
Last year, following on refusal of 
U. S. distribs to enter home produc- 
tion, the government agreed upon 
local financing under conditions 
meeting with the approval of a 
special committee, and through its 
own Films Commission. Only pro- 
ducers of repute will secure coin. 


Sir Ben Fuller intends going into 
production. Stated that he would 
apply to the government for coin to 
start. 


Production in this territory has 
been negative in recent times, with 
Cinesound the only active unit. Unit 
has just completed ‘Gone to the 
Dogs,’ with George Wallace, and Will 
Mahoney moves in next for one pic- 
ture. Mahoney has been playing 
vaude here for Tivoli. This will be 
followed by a tale of the overland 
telegraph. 

National has done nothing for the 
past two years. Understood that 
Fred Daniells is now formulating 
plans for an early start through gov- 
ernment finance. 

Charles Chauvel, who experienced 
setbacks with ‘Thunder Over the 
Desert,’ is another who expects to 
start shortly on production. Here 
McIntyre, chief of Universal here, 
and others, are said to be behind 
Chauvel. J 


Stirling’s Anglo Unit 
Opens 14th Season In 


Paris with 2 Preems 








Paris, May 28. 

Edward Stirling and his English 
Players opened their 14th season in 
Paris at the Theatre de l’Oeuvre last 
week with two world premieres. 
The first, ‘Inferno,’ is a two-act 
tragedy by Juan Nicolo, Portuguese 
novelist and playwright. It deals 
with the ‘next war’ and the horrors 
that can be expected from it. Very 
realistically it portrays particularly 
what can be expected from the air 
in the next holocaust. 


The other, ‘The End of the Be- 
ginning,’ is a one-act skit by Sean 
O’Casey, the Irish dramatist. Stirl- 
ing and James Milner are very 
amusing as gossipy, boasting and 
ne’er-do-well Irishmen who try their 
| hand at housekeeping while their 
| wives are out, and only succeed in 
making things topsy turvy. 

In ‘Inferno,’ Sterling plays the 
lead and is supported by Jacqueline 
Porel, young French actress, who 
played in New York two seasons ago 
in ‘French Without Tears.’ George 
Matthews plays the radio announcer 
(in real life he’s the English an- 
nouncer for Paris Mondial Radio 
Station). Milner is the rich indus- 
trialist. 


Stirling’s next offering, Zoe Akin’s 
dramatization of the novel, ‘The 
Human Element,’ by Somerset 
| Maugham, will also be a world pre- 
;miere. This will be followed by 
| Theodore Dreiser’s new play, ‘The 
|Hand of the Potter.’ Also on the 
jcalendar is Sacha Guitry’s ‘Le 
| Nouveau Testament’ in an English 
, version called ‘The New Will.’ 











COL. T00 OPENING ITS 
OWNS. AFRICA SYSTEM 





Following the leads of Metro, 20th- 
| Fox and United Artists in opening 
their own distribution systems for 
| South Africa, Columbia plans to 
| establish its own offices in that terri- 
|tory. The S. A. sales system will be 
| under the supervision of Joseph A. 
| McConville, Col foreign head, who 
| later will name those in charge of 
the territory. 

The number of offices to be open- 
ed has not yet been set. Col has 
virtually two years of product for 
release in South Africa when its 
own distribution system is estab- 
lished. 
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YOUNG MR. LINCOLN 


Twentieth-Fox release of Darryl F. 

nuck’s production; Kenneth Macgowan 
associate producer. Features Henry Fonda, 
Alice Brady, Marjorie Weaver, Arleen 
Whelan. Directed by John Ford. Original! 
ecreenplay, Lamar Trotti; music, Alfred 
Newman; camera, Bert Glennon; editor, 
Walter Thompson. At Roxy, N. Y., week 
June 2, '39. Running time, 101 MINS, 
Abraham Lincoln........+s00% Henry Fonda 
Abagail Clay....cccccccccceccs Alice Brady 


Mary Todd. ..ccccccesecees Marjorie Weaver 
Hanna Clay... ccccccsccseeed Arleen Whelan 
Ann Rutledge.........ce005. Pauline Moore 
Ott COPE sec ckccetscees Richard Cromwell 


BUD. 65 0-40 6h 9 06> sec hr esabROS Kee Eddie Collins 








Carste® Bae. cccciccccicsecviic Judith Dickens 
AGaM CIB vsicssevccesscccees Eddie Quillan 
Ninian Edwards......cseee. Charles Tannen 
SOR POG i oi oo di Ceatewcbes Donald Meek 
OMe SANG. os 60 dne hs weeedheese Ward Bond | 
Judge Herbert A, Bell..... Spencer Charters 
PROM WOO we cbs shctveteties Francis Ford 
“WOSEN . MEMO: 5 cccccedescs Fred Kohler, Jr. 
Sere, eS 4s . pakenecdeeen Kay Linaker 
Stephen A. Douglas,.........Milburn Stone 
ORE DNS one006¢6seesbare Cliff Clark 
WING 5.0s 6ndacdek tessa Russell Simpson 
Dr. Mason....... Clarence Hummel Wilson | 
pe Fe ae Edwin Maxwell | 
WU. ceuslse ee csktecaceeete Eddy Waller ; 
Matt Clay (as boy)...ccccscsercs Billy Watson | 
Adam Clay (as boy)....... Delmar Watson | 
Pc c.cca caoetehebée baciucks Harry Tyler 
en eer Charles Halton | 





Zanuck hasn’t compromised much | 
with Abraham Lincoln’s authenticity 
as a character, and as result Henry 
Fonda’s personation of ‘Young Mr. 


Lincoln’ is impressively realistic. As 
the title implies, it deals with the 
Great Emanicipator’s early days in 
Salem, Ill., emphasizing the Civil 
War president’s then penchant for 
inherent honesty, fearlessness, 
shrewdness, plus such homely quali- 
ties as being a champ rail-splitter 
mixed with an avid hunger for book 
larnin’, His trade of some groceries 
for a copy of Blackstone’s textbook 
on law is highlighted as a turning 
point in the Illinoisian’s career. 

As motion picture entertainment, 
however, ‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ is 
something else again. Fundamentally 
it resolves itself down to a courtroom 
drama; perhaps not as melodramatic 
as the jurisprudence pyrotechnics of 
what has become contemporaneous 
courtroom meller stuff, but a trial 
scene none the less He’s called upon 
to extricate Richard Cromwell and 
Eddie Quillan, as Matt and Adam 
Clay, following a murder rap |. 

Fonda is capital in the highlight 
gcenes where he languorously ad- 
dresses the small group in front of 
the little Berry-Lincoln general store 
in Salem, Ill.; again when he quells 
a mob intent on lynching the Clay 
boys, whom he later defends as his 





first major case. Ae: 
With judicious eye to authenticity 
and dignity the major shortcoming 
of this Lincoln film is at the altar of 
faithfulness, hampered by the rather 
lethargic production and direction. 
It goes through such a leisurely pace 
that it becomes a question for mass 
boxoffice. : 
Theme is timely and almost topical 
in its reaffirmance of the democratic 
principles that govern American civil 
liberties. The technical assets are 
many. As such, ‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ 
will command considerable critical 
attention. Notably, it’s a new aspect 
on the life of Honest Abe, treating 
with his young lawyer days in the 
midwest, where he first brushes with 
the more brilliant Stephen A. Doug- 
las, who, however, soon confesses he 
will see to it that he shall avoid 
clashing in the future with Lincoln’s 
uncompromising convictions; and 
where he first meets Mary Todd, 
later to become the First Lady of the 
land, but here the romance interest 
is a once-over-lightly. 
This lack of romance interest is 
perhaps one of the prime factors 
that deter the film from interpreting 
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setup and production layout, picture 
will relegate to the lower dual 
brackets, and have a tough road in 
that classification to get by. 

‘Sun Never Sets’ is a missout all 
around. Basic story wanders and 
flounders. Script and dialog are 
elemental, direction mechanical and 
strained, and the acting is of the 
ten-twent-thirt variety. Players 
cannot be blamed for their ludicrous 
lines and actions in supposedly 
tense situations. It’s just bad basic 
material unaided by direction. 

Basil Rathbone has had too many 
good performances behind hi:n to be 
blamed for his shortcomings in this 
one. Same goes for Lionel Atwill, C. 
Aubrey Smith, Melville Cooper, and 
others in the cast. Fairbanks, Jr., 
starts off with a smiling and posi- 
tive personality, but this is lost in 
the script to transform him into a 
sulking and frowning individual be- 
fore the finish. : 

Picture attempts to detail experi- 
ence and loyalty of a family dedi- 
cated to service of the King and Em- 
pire. Included are the dastardly 
deeds of Lionel Atwill, ambitious to 
become a world dictator, who for 
some strange reason, establishes 
headquarters among the mines of the 
Gold Coast of Africa and establishes 
a powerful radio station that upsets 
the governments of Europe and the 
world. Rathbone, after finishing his 
chore as commissioner of the Gold 
Coast, and in England for a soft 
home office post, is suddenly re- 
turned to the district as special in- 
vestigator, while younger brother 
Fairbanks goes along as the new 
commissioner. There’s dereliction 
of duty, in which the older brother 
takes the blame and disgrace, young 
Fairbanks finally coming through in 
a heroic moment to uncover Atwill’s 
scheme and save the family honor. 
Climax in which British bombing 
planes demolish tthe outlaw radio 
station, is synthetic and uncon- 
vincing. Situation does a complete 
pancake. 

Picture was planned apparently 
with an eye to grosses in the British 
market. It will miss that mark. 


PANAMA LADY 


RKO release of Cliff Reid production; 


Lee Marcus, production executive. Stars 
Lucille Ball; features Allan Lane, Steffi 
Duna, Evelyn Brent, Donald’ Briggs. 


Directed by Jack Hively. Screenplay, 
Michael Kanin, from story by Garrett Fort; 


camera, J. Roy Hunt; musical director, 
Roy Webb; editor, Theron Warth. At 
Palace, N. Y., week June 1, °39, dual. 
Running time: 65 MINS, 

LOY oss shscccccccsevesece eececcs Lucille Ball 
MOTORSUGs occccceccscceccecs e--Allan Lane 
CHOGME. se seccccvcecccsec eevee: Steffi Duna 
LMGORO sc cdcccccceccssecsococss Evelyn Brent 
BROT. ccccdeccsvetssccenéccdose Donald Briggs 
WOMEN ocd dccdcceqseecedes Bernadene Hayes 
MUIGMD . Fo occ cc ceeccccoscces Abner Biberman 
Bartender? ...ccccceccccscecs William Pawley 
POFOMAM : ccccccccccccccccs «--Earle Hodgins 





‘Panama Lady’ is a dull, poor 
story that has few redeeming fea- 
tures. Can’t hope for more than a 
secondary spot on dualers. 

A tropical melodrama abetted by 
Lucille Ball as its star, and Allan 
Lane, Steffi Duna, Donald Briggs 
and Evelyn Brent in supporting 
roles, it deals with a_ stranded 
cabaret girl in Panama, who, out of 
necessity, joins Miss Brent and 
Bernadene Hayes in rolling Lane, an 
oil prospector, when he’s drunk, 
When he wakens, he yells copper 
and Miss Ball promises to become, in 
order to save her self from jail, 
Lane’s housekeeper at his South 
American shack. The ‘housekeeper’ 
angle is no cause for Haysian excite- 
ment—the suggestion is robbed when 
she actually becomes his house- 
keeper. 





itself into big boxoffice. 
The histrionics are excellent, not- 


Donald Briggs is the other guy, 
who’s mixed up in some nefarious 





ably Alice Brady as the mother of 
the Clay boys. It’s almost her pic- 
ture. Marjorie Weaver and Arleen 
Whelan are but incidental. Fonda 
has not compromised on the popular 
conception of the ungainly Lincoln, 
although it’s at a period before he 
grew the beard. The makeup is au- 
thentic and highly effective on both 
physical exterior and Fonda’s own 
serious interpretation. 

Milburn Stone, as Douglas, contri- 
butes a standout performance along 
with Spencer Charters as the judge, 
and Ward Bond and Fred Kohler, Jr. 
as the bullies. : 

The courtroom victory ends with 
the omen that the young de- 
fense attorney is a man of destiny, 
fading out with a symbolic ascent to 
a distant mount where he chooses to 
be with his thoughts. Abel 


THE SUN NEVER SETS 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Universal release of Rowland V. Lee pro- 
@uction. Stars Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., and 
Basil Rathbone. Directed by Lee. Screen- 
play by W. P. Lipscomb; based on story by 
Jerry Horwin and Arthur Fitz-Richard; 
camera, George Robinson; editor, Ted Kent; 
asst. director, Fred Frank, Previewed at 
_antases, May 31, '39. Running time, 98 





John Sante. ++++-Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Pp 


Clive Randolph.....seeceess Basil Rathbone 
Helen Randolph.....+..++++ Barbara O'Neil 
Burl ..cccccccccceescccscccecss Lionel Atwill 
Phyllis... ccccccccssscvcesce Virginia Field 
Sir John Randolph........ C. Aubrey Smith 
COSCY.. cose cccccccccsccveses Melville Cooper 
Mrs. Randolph......-ssecceses Mary Forbes 
BIMON . cc scccccccccccdescessces John Burton 
Uncle Gerald...s.seseceess Arthur Mulliner 
Delafons....sseseeceveces Theodor Von Eltz 
Carpenter......seeseesecees Douglas Walton 
Colonial Oxicial....-+.++. ..- Cecil Kellaway 





Brightest thing about this one is 
the title. Otherwise, it’s a dull, un- 
interesting and confusing piece that 
drags, without semblance of convic- 
tion. Turned out as a top A in cast 








practices. He does well enough, 
along with Miss Brent, who’s in a 
bit, and Lane, while Miss Ball has 
bitten off more than she can chew. 
Her dramatic emoting is too far a 
cry from her more sprightly, recent 
comedy roles. 


MAISIE 


Hollywood, June 2. 
Metro release of J. Walter Ruben Pro- 
duction. Features Robert Young and Ann 
Sothern. Directed by Edwin L. Marin. 
Screenplay by we! C. McCall, Jr.: from 
book by Wilson Collison; camera, Leon- 
ard Smith; editor, Fredrick Y. Smith. Pre- 


viewed at Westwood Village, June 1, ’39. 
Running time, 72 MINS, 


“Sie, Mastic dsidss ccceses Robert Young 
EE eee Ann Sothern 
Ce WENNOMes ts cutoacdectecennse Ruth Hussey 
Clifford AMES. ......eceeeeseeees Ian Hunter 
UEED 6628650003 Ciccceeeedes Cliff Edwards 
Richard Oe re Anthony Allan 
SE OOK 64b6OL 4846 0 coves eices cebeds Art Mix 
MN TAnsbakebakhescacchs cess George Tobias 
Roger Bannerman............ Richard Carle 
Prosecuting Attorney........ Minor Watson 
7: A” ee Harlan Briggs 
udge TrTTTT?T. descccccccseccces Paul Everton 
Ww 1100S. . cece CO secccccocccces Joseph Crehan 
Ernie...ccce TITTTTTTTiTTiT Tre Frank Puglia 
LAO. cccccece COC OCC CCeC oC CeCeCS Willie Fung 





‘Maisie’ is a good package of light 
entertainment geared for general 
audience appeal. It’s a top B pro- 
grammer that will hold up as a 
strong supporter in the key duals. In 
the subsequents and nabes, ‘Maisie’ 
can share billing with much of the 
lesser A product, anc get along 
nicely on its own in the singles. 

Picture demonstrates advantages 
of perfect blending of crackerjack 
script, crisp dialog, zestful direction, 
and consistently fine performances, 
for overall favorable results. Fast- 
piced and neatly effective dovetail- 
ing of comedy, romance and drama, 
‘Maisie’ is easy to take, 

Aided considerably by many 








dialog nifties and situations, plus 


neat direction, Ann Sothern stands 


Miniature Reviews 


*Young Mr. Lincoin’ (20th). A 
dignified saga of early Lincoln- 
iana, paced rather slowly. 

‘The Sun Never Sets’ (U). Con- 
fusing script and poor direction 
relegate this to lower duals. 

‘Panama Lady’ (RKO). Dull 
dualer. Stars -Lucille Ball in 
melodrama of the tropics. 

‘Maisie’ (M-G). Sparkling 
comedy-drama for general audi- 
ences. Top B programmer will 
provide fine support. 

‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par), 
F.B.I. wins hands down in an- 
other worthy meller. Above 
average for duals. 

‘Charlie Chan in Reno’ (20th). 
Sidney Toler carries on Charlie 
Chan sleuth series with aplomb. 
One of the better efforts. 

‘The Girl and the Gambler’ 
(RKO). Remake of ‘The Dove’ 
for lower duals. 

‘Texas Stampede’ (Col). Stand- 
ard western opus, with Charles 
Starrett. 

‘Across the Plains’ (Mono). 
Action-filled western with Jack 
Randall riding and fighting 
again. 











out prominently in the title role as 
a small-time showgirl stranded in a 
Wyoming cow-town. She’s_ sexy, 
smart, and resourceful—and _ de- 
cidedly likeable throughout. Robert 
Young switches from his previous 
wisecracking and flippant roles to 
one more serious as a ranch manager 
who unsuccessfully parries the ro- 
mantic advances of Miss Sothern. Ian 
Hunter, Ruth Hussey and Cliff Ed- 
wards are most prominent in sup- 
pert each turning in a topnotch 
job. 

Meeting Young in the cow-town 
while rustling coffee and cakes, Miss 
Sothern moves into the ranch quar- 
ters, and assumes job of maid to 
owner’s wife, Ruth Hussey, as excuse 
to stay on. Showgirl continually 
heckles Young until he proposes 
marriage. Meanwhile, in helping 
Hunter to retain affections of his 
wife, she essays the role of a roman- 
tic fixer on the side. Leaving Young 
and the ranch following a dispute 
with the manager, Miss Sothern re- 
turns to the place when she is able 
to clear Young of charge of murder- 
ing Hunter. 

‘Maisie’ is sparkling and humorous 
entertainment, with just enough dra- 
matic and romantic sidelights to 
make it effective for seneral audi- 
ences. It’s speedy pace carries 
along smoothly without slow spots, 
and picture builds neatly to the con- 
clusion, 


Undercover Doctor 


Paramount release of Harold Hurley pro- 
duction, Features Lloyd Nolan, Janice 
Logan, J. Carrol Naish, Heather Angel. 
Directed by Louis King. Story, J. Edgar 
Hoover; adaptation, Horace McCoy and 
William R. Lippman; editor, Arthur 
Schmidt; photography, William C, Mellor. 
At Criterion, N. Y., week May 31, ’39. 
Running time, 67 MINS, 





TROMGES . ANGOIR. 06 20.503 c0ds0< Lloyd Nolan 
Margaret Hopkins..... seee-Janice Logan 
Dr. Bartley Morgan........ J. Carrol Naish 
SEG  WEOUsd ba tecedsccvcas Heather Ange} 
Eddie Krator.......... Broderick Crawford 
YR TTT eee Robert Wilcox 


pi es SPT eee Richard Carle 





The glory of the F. B. I. and the 
lesson it teaches that crime doesn’t 
pay is adhered to with fealty again 
in this J. Edgar Hoover yarn of the 
G-men. This is the second in the 
series under a tieup with head-man 
of the G-laddies, who approves the 
stories, the finished production and 





the advertising. It is melodramatic 
porridge in the name of law and 
order that sells satisfactorily. 

First of the Hoover stories was 
‘Persons in Hiding,’ also produced by 
Harold Hurley. It did well as a ‘B’ 
meller and this one, also, will. A 
good cast, strong on the male side, 
carries the story along to an ex- 
pected but effective finish, with the 
doctor, his criminal cohorts and 
various gangsters biting the dust in 
the face of the efficient FBI. 

Sufficient action and _ suspense 
figures to hold meller audiences for 
the 67 minutes but recommended that 
a better than average dualer be play- 
dated with ‘Undercover Doctor’ for 
double bills. Picture lends itself to 
exploitation and any special effort 
the exhibitor may want to give it, 
suited to his particular locality and 
audiences. 

Lloyd Nolan and J. Carrol Naish, 
who have been built up competently 
by Paramount in the last couple 
years, lead the cast as G-man and 
doctor, respectively. The former 
doesn’t get hep to the fact that Naish, 
posing as a medico with a swank 
clientele, actually makes his real 
coin from treating criminals unlaw- 
fully until toward the end when 
clues here and there begin to patch 
together for the lowdown. Nolan and 
Naish are both excellent. 

The girl is Janice Logan, the doc’s 
nurse, while others are Heather 
Angel, a society gal without much; 
Broderick Crawford, fine criminal 
type, and Robert Wilcox, another 
— 

ot a high-cost picture and one 
that probably will not demand strong 





rentals though chances are good it is 
going to eara what it gets. Char, 
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Charlie Chan in Reno 


20th-Fox production and release. Fea- 
tures Sidney Toler, Ricardo Cortez, Phyllis 
Brooks, Slim Summerville, Sen Yung. Di- 
rected by Norman Foster. Screenplay by 
Frances Hyland, Albert Ray and Robert E. 
Kent, based on original story, ‘Death Makes 
a Decree’ by Philip Wylie, and based on 
the character created by Karl Derr Biggers; 
editor, Fred Allen; music, Samuel Kaylin; 
camera, Virgil Miller. At Globe, N. Y., 


week June 1, ‘39. Running time, 70 MINS, 
Charlie CiaMecccccccccsccccecs Sidney Toler 
DP. AIMBIOPs< cccccccccesscs Ricardo Cortez 
VEWaGe Wee 6 téccctcctaesse Phyllis Brooks 
Sheriff Fletcher.......... Slim Summerville 
Curtia Whitman... eccisecs Kane Richmond 
WOMNEE GEOR civccccccedcesssccece Sen Yung 
BEOUe . WOtIGR. oc cscicecese Pauline Moore 
Ce Bene ON 66-00 0%.000 ceeannnae Eddie Collins 
MeO, + SROOMIENE 6 6a 8h dsc kK dace es Kay Linaker 
SOGMMS TORI ck cvicccstrecvere Louise Henry 
eee Bs 0.4.640.0660 600008 Robert Lowery 
Chief of Police King....Charles D. Brown 
Ce, Ess vecd edt deccedecacees Iris Wong 
George Bently.............Morgan Conway 
Night Clerk.,........ Hamilton MacFadden 





Just in case anybody doubted 
whether he could carry on as the 
new Charlie Chan, Sidney Toler 
makes his work in ‘Charlie Chan in 
Reno’ the clincher. Character actor 
may seem a bit pompous with his 
Oriental sayings in early passages, 
but once he swings into the more 
staccato dialog he’s a faithful repre- 
sentation of the sleuth of old. 

Pointed direction by Norman 
Foster, trim scripting by a trio of 
writers and spirited acting that never 
goes overboard have made the Philip 
Wylie original, ‘Death Makes a 
Decree,’ an intriguing yarn. It is a 
vehicle bound to follow through at 
houses where this series has clicked 
previously. In many ways, the film 
proves one of the more interesting in 
the long string, possibly because the 
original murder mystery was virile. 

Reno is merely a background for 
an odd slaying which seems to be on 
the verge of solution at several 
junctures. Per usual, it envelops 
virtually every person in the original 
hotel bar party shown in one of the 
early sequences, as a newcomer 
femme arrives to seek a divorce. An- 
other decree-seeker is suddenly 
found murdered; and from then on it 
is strictly Charlie Chan’s show as he 
constantly overcomes the stupid 
moves of the county sheriff. 

Besides Toler’s clean-cut portrayal, 
supporting work is studded by fine 
performances. Cortez, as the Reno 
colony doctor, makes a stolid semi- 
menace character. Summerville, 
playing almost straight comedy, chips 
in with one of his better comical jobs 
as ‘Tombstone’ Fletcher, the sheriff. 
Phyllis Brooks, cast as the hotel 
hostess, wears several revealing 
gowns and manages some worthy 
scenes, being carefully concealed as 
the main culprit in the plot. Sen 
Yung again is Charlie Chan’s ‘No. 2 
son,’ the ambitious amateur Sherlock. 

Pauline Moore, cast as new arrival 
in Reno who becomes heavily in- 
volved in the sleuth hunt at the out- 
set, is capable enough. Eddie Collins 
makes a creditable comic taxi driver. 
Kay Linaker, Louis Henry (as the 
divorce-seeker slain early). Iris Wong 
and Robert Lowery head the re- 
mainder of a well chosen support. 

Director Foster manages a rather 
bulky cast with skill, without losing 
the main story thread at any junc- 
ture. Screenplay and dialog scripting 
pointed and original, ear. 


The Girl and the Gambler 


Hollywood, June 3. 
RKO release of Cliff Reid production. 
Features Leo Carrillo, Tim Holt, Steffi Duna. 
Directed by Lew Landers. Screenplay by 
Joseph A, Fields and Clarence Upson 
hay HH from play, “The Dove,’ by Wil- 
lard Mack; camera, Russell Metty; editor, 





Desmond Marquette. Previewed at RKO 
Hillstreet, L. A., June 2, '39. Running 
time, 62 MINS, 

eg SIPPY TTTT Teer ee Leo Carrillo 
SORE PEWS. occ cccaecccceesese Tim Holt 
BN 6664304464040 d60bdneeeoES Steffi Duna 
EOE TT er TT eT Donald MacBride 
0 ery rr Chris-Pin Martin 
PI 6 66664.064000000688 Edward Raquello 
SUMING B66 0.60 5455.46 60S0006B00 8h0,4 Paul Fix 
NG ES54454-65.6040088000800 Julian Rivero 
Ss 606.4 40260t000e6bbeeeees Frank Puglia 
PET 066260604 060 00sqsboeeees Esther Muir 
5000600 608vescecesonses Paul Sutton 
MOUs 4 4.0 60600000500600066 Charles Stevens 
Ws 6 666 60000065 000080R Frank Lackteen 





Aside from a typical Mexican bad 

man.characterization by Leo Carrillo, 
there is nothing in this one to lift it 
above ordinary filler classification in 
the subsequents. It’s a lightweight 
piece, with a shoddy script failing to 
arouse audience interest except for 
brief moments. 
. Picture is latest film version of 
The Dove,’ Willard Mack’s play pro- 
duced on Broadwav a number of 
years ago by David Belasco. Film 
credits prominently display this fact. 
But ‘The Dove’ would be very dis- 
appointed in its latest hatching. The 
dramatics, tenseness and effective- 
ness that made the play a hit origi- 
nally are all missing. 

Plot is familiar, and much of the 
material has been used in westerns 
during the past decade. Carrillo is a 
dashing Mexican Robin Hood of 
about 1912. On a bet, he goes to the 
border town to bring back dancer 
Steffi Duna willingly to the gang 
headquarters. He finds the girl in 
love with American Tim Holt, stick 
man on a gambling house dice table. 
More concerned with winning his 
bet and making good his boast of 
amorous conquests, trio revolve 
through series of incidents, until 
Carrillo finally turns the two lovers 
loose several miles from the border. 

Picture turned out for a moderate 
budget, shows adequate production 
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TEXAS STAMPEDE 


Columbia production and release, Stars 
Charles Starrett. Directed by Sam Nelson: 
original screenplay, Charles Francis Royal: 
musical director, M. W. Stoloff; camera, 


Lucien Ballard. At Arena, N. Y., May 28. 
29, '39. Running time, 69 MINS, 

Tom Randall....cscssersee Charles Starrett 
Joan CamMeron....eceseseeees Iris Meredith 
Wayne Cameron,......++.: Fred Kohler, Jr, 
Ole COMGTOWS 665560 60060 csee Lee Prather 
SOCOM AVETHcccccccccccoce Raphael Bennett 
ADO AVETY.ccccscccceccecs Blackjack Ward 
EIOM sccccccsccccovecesecccecses Hank Bell 
BEOMED cccccceccescoscveccece Edmund Cobb 
OWENS cocccccccescetecccceces Eddie Hearn 
SOE oc ncceedeesensenencbcccecence Ed Coxen 
WOE 60 ebbs hs tbh betwéetbceeesers Bob Nolan 


and Sons of the Pioneers 





Range war western of thundering 
hoofs, “Texas Stampede’ has its ex- 
citing moments. But otherwise it 
holds to the good old oats opera 
formula of the struggling sheriff who 
surmounts all odds to bring peace- 
ful adjustment of factions battling 
over water rights. 

Starrett again is the cowboy hero, 
wearing the white 10 gallon hat and 
riding the white pony. Whole- 
hearted attempt is made to build the 
romance between this ranger and 
the daughter of the battling cattle 
king. Iris Meredith is effective in 
the femme role. 

Fistic set-to in the western jail cell 
carries a wallop while the rescue of 
the girl by Starrett just in time to 
duck the stampeding herd pitches 
the yarn to a rousing climax. It also 
helps cover some trite dialog in- 
cluding such familiar phrases as, 
‘Doesn’t that mean anything to you?’, 
‘More than you'll ever know.’ ‘Easy, 
Wayne, you’re not going through 
with this?’ 

Photography and action places film 
in category of a standard vous. 

ear. 


ACROSS THE PLAINS 


Monogram production and release. 
Jack Randall, 
nett. 


Stars 
Directed by Spencer Bene 
Screenplay by Robert Emmett; edle 


tor, Robert Golden; camera, Bert Longee 
necker. At Arena, N. Y., dual, June 4-5, 
’39. Running time: 54 MINS, 

ChErok@O. occcccccceccccecccess Jack Randall 
LOPOB. sccoctovcceccoscctece Frank Yaconelli 
ON APPR PET ieee ie Joyce Bryant 
DMM 66 vcdece coe Fs owes eomads Hal Price 
HEMMORD BIG) 5 v0 ob 0 cdc oscndees Dennis Moore 
SO het ebeerthee bss eeuecease Glenn Strange 
PUES «6 0.4.6:06.0069 04066065 46046808 Robert Card 
BON: 8h beb ecb sis cnciesveneethees Bud Osborn 
ot SPO Prererrrre Trier Dean Spencer 
MTT OO s 8:0 6 6-0:464-0:000008 08S Cees Wylie Grant 
“RORY of ccccsoccetonscoseees Wonder Horse 





Producers of this cowboy meller 
have followed the theory that west- 
erns must have action if nothing 
else. After a rather sketchy prelim- 
inary prolog which explains the iden- 
tity of the two principal western 
characters, there is a proponderance 
of rapid-fire action and only a smat- 
tering of dialog. Film will satisfy 
where Jack Randall has a following 
and help on lower bracket of dual 
bills where they like outdoor thrill- 
ers, 

New twists have been given to the 
well-worn plot concerning two 
brothers, who grow up apart, not 
knowing how their parents were 
slain in the cactus California waste- 
lands. One is taught to believe that 
Indians shot down his parents in a 
raid on their covered wagon because 
raised by the white renegades who 
actually took their lives. The other, 
Cherokee (Randall), is brought up 
by redskins, but always is anxious 
to contact his missing brother. Pic- 
ture has the familiar brotherly 
clinch as Randall routs the renegade 
band assisted » his Cherokee pals. 

It’s not bad cactus opera fare, 
carrying few dull moments. Picture 
has its walloping fist fight, as Cher- 
okee knocks out two huskies; a dar 
ing escape from the cliffs to his 
faithful mount, ‘Rusty,’ and the cus- 
tomary reckless gun battle. 

Randall makes an acceptable west- 
ern cowboy with indications of be- 
coming a he-man actor. Frank Ya- 
conelli, as his pal, Lopez, furnishes 
a nice bit of comedy relief and a 
couple of guitar-vocal solos. Dennis 
Moore plays the Kansas Kid, brother 
of Cherokee, Support is standard 
western calibre. 

Bert Longenecker has furnished 
brilliant camera handling, taking full 
advantage of the colorful mountain 
background. Spencer Bennett ef- 
fectively directs his moving a 

ear. 


SOUTHWARD HO 


(WITH SONGS) 
Republic release of Joseph Kane produce 
tion, Features Roy Rogers, Mary Hart, 
George Hayes, Directed by Kane. Screene 
play, Gerald Geraghty, from original by 
John Rathmell, Jack Natteford; camera 
Jack Marta; editor, Lester Orlebeck; musie 
cal director, Cy Feuer. Reviewed in Pros 


jection Room, N, Y., June 1, R ing time, 
58 MINS, . , Jun unning 





|. MOLT COC OCC Coccccrcescccs Roy Rogers 
MER GhE5 5004645 050840440044 Mary Hart 
ON Sipsededncessc George ‘Gabby’ Hayes 
OED: dbanebies+6460e00ens Wade Boteler 
EN  DAbbbeete-oo0ss-s0esee 0s Arthur Loft 
SN 666 dba 0 ci v000d6e0s Lane Chandler 
DE Sethnsbunstonseeccesseas Tom London 
BOONE ccadeccscvccccccecess Charles Moore 
MORES -ccccic ye eT Perret ree Edwin Brady 





Unusually themed for a western, 
‘Southward Ho’ is of better grade. 
Packs plenty of hard riding, gun 
throwing and comedy into a tale 
built around the _ reconstruction 
period following the Civil War. Roy 
Rogers, in the lead, is a convincing 
sagebrush hero from all angles. He 
sings, too, and contrary to the usual 


his piping is agreeable. Scripting a? 


direction don’t allow the musical 





values. Camera work is above par 
for lower B offering, 


sequences to interrupt the continuity 
(Continued on page 14) 
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Faslesl Uclion Sensalto 
TVheyve Ever Had! 
The brand of WARNER BROS. screen 


excitement that’s ten-to-one over all 
opposition-including the temperature! 


with The 


D END KIDS 


. Also 


MARGARET LINDSAY 
RONALD REAGAN 
STANLEY FIELDS, 


Directed by LEWIS SEILER and E. A. DUPONT 
Screen Play by Crane Wilbur and Fred Niblo, Ie.7 
From an Original Story by Crane Wilbur 
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Product Shortage] FILM BOOKING CHART [Drm rece, 


‘(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, VARIETY presents a compiete chart of feature releases of 
all the American distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 





























: reviews as given in Varrery and the running time of prints are included.) Ol JTHW ARD 
(Continued from page 3) COPYRIGHT, 1939. BY VARIETY. INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED S HO 
Harris spot, seems to be going in for Rev. in Vern Mevtowed, fe Variety Key to Type Abbreviations i. f. Min.—Running Time in Minutes ee 








: odrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama: Mu—Musical 
them exclusively. House booked | —————— ———— 


aan (Continued from page 12) 
‘Lost Horizon’ and ‘Awful Truth’ | WEEK Rev, 


R. either, rather threading them in 
T. 














Co, TALENT 














































































































































































































and follows these two with ‘Lady OF in TITLE TYPE | |neatly, There are three or four 
for a Day’ and ‘Broadway Bi Even | RELEASE x Var. 2 | Min. aaa: senaghe: Pa phew tunes, all 
rt Cinema, tiny foreign-film site, 3/24/39 3/1 WHISPERING ENEMIES ee aa =. ———— | sounding good, but none outstanding, 
: ie é 7 ; | s D Col J. Holt-D. Costello 62 : : : : ; 
is bringing ’em back, but going to | ° “*/ 3/22 | SERGEANT MADDEN D | M-G | W. Beery-A. Curtis-T. Brown | 78 | GAv8eTs, and his sidekick comic, 
Hollywood for its reissues instead of 4/5 TRIGGER SMITH w Mono Jack Randall 51 fon # ayem, Save Just returned 
the foreign marts. Latter spot started | 3/15 | MIDNIGHT C | par | C. Colbert-D. Ameche | ol Armas Se ae me Contederate 
the ball rolling with the Rob-| 3/8 MY WIFE’S RELATIVES Cc Rep | J. L. and R. Gleason | 63 pan as fades an 
ert Montgomery hit of two seasons | 3/8 THE FLYING IRISHMAN D RKO D. Corrigan-A. Appleby | 3 to ‘ tc “" ry ‘th : of re ge 
ago, ‘Nicht Must Feil, 11/39 | TROUBLE IN SUNDOWN W | RKO | G. O’Brien-I. Keith | 60 | ow cad tip aa aaa vane oe 
80, / EVERYBODY'S BABY C | 20th | J. Preuty-R. Gleason 61 Free ge, ot. ex-Union officer wi 
| é | J , : 
| 3/22 | THREE SMART GIRLS Mu | vU D. Durbin-C. Winninger g7 | Whom the pair had had a wartime + 
NW Closin ‘ ts Plent 3/8 _BLACKWELL’S ISLAND D WB J. Garfield-R. Lane 11 experience. Dialog doesn’t explain 
£' Ys 3/31/39 3/8 LADY AND THE MOB © |” Col | F. Bainter-1. Lupino | ~¢5 — sg oe ae Aroggtory + 
° ; e / / Pal 7 Pr y . . " . 4 >rs ) 1e 
Chiefly Due to No Pix a) 19 ROMANCE OF REDW OODSsS D Col Cc. Bickford-J. Parker 68 ranch embroils the two # many 
, , 4/5, SOCIETY LAWY ER D M-G W. Pidgeon-V. Bruce-Carrille 77 arguments _ 
Minneapolis, June 6. 3/22 pan ep w | Par = Ruggles-M. Rambeau 60 Federal Government places the 
Combination of poor business and | 3/22 ALMOST A GENTLEMAN D es J Fs dete 9 ee a area under martial law, naming the 
product shortage. Particularly the MEXICALI ROSE w Rep G. Autry-S " Barnette aforementioned ex-Union man Colo- 
latter, threatens wholesale closing of 3/29 | HOUND OF BASKERVILLES M | 20th | R. Green-W. Barrie ag [nel of a troop of cavalry sent to : 
Theatres hereabout. W. A. Steffes’ 4/12 | FAMILY NEXT DOOR ce | U | HL Herbert-J. Hodges | 69 |¢nforce it and collect back taxes. 
sure-seater World, which has been| _ 3/29 ON TRIAL M WB M. Lindsay-J. Litel | 62: | ah to their + tonne the troop, 
a highly successful house, closes for | 4/7/39 4/5 | BROADWAY SERENADE Mu |~M-G~ |~J. MacDonald-L. Ayres | “11, — | ¢¢ by an unscrupulous 2 i aed 
the first time in its history June 17,| 4/19 | UNDERCOVER AGENT ma | mene | 5. Deane. Giese | "es |S,feigh of terror plundering and 
because of inability to obtain prod- | 3/22 I’M FROM MISSOURI Cc Par Bob Burns-G. George | 97 agen A a anybody daring 
uct suitable for its patrons. Theatre | 3/15 LOVE AFFAIR D | RKO | I. Dunne-C. Boyer | 87 are, te8 bs aeoe band” eet sap ae 
caters especially to the carriage iis are MOTO IN DANGER ISLAND M 20th P. Lorre-J. Hersholt | 70 recover their ee hi a and 
trade and plays mostly foreign and 3/29 wismmoee Oe HEAVEN Me U B. Crosby-J. Blondel ~~ forced to sive i wal “ : é i be 
sual ictures with occasional ey GME = UA M. Oberon-L. Oliver 103 i ‘ uae Sed @undant 
unusual p S 4/12 DODGE CITY Oo WB E. Flynn-O. de Haviland and in a short chase and gunfight 
American and British hit films that AJ 7 oF (—— “ et |. 100 drive the domi i yalry 
4/14/39 5/17 FIRST OFFENDERS M . e the dominating cavalrymen out. 
come in for an extension of their / 4/5 THE KID FROM TEXAS Ww —H Mw a Roberts 63 Rogers again has Mary Hart, who 
loop engagements after first-running | 4/19 | STREETS OF N.Y | moe pe en y reid Rice-R. Johnson 7@ | in this runoff is the daughter of the 
at one of the larger downtown | 4/5 DRUMMOND’S SEC’T POLICE M Par J iemend Mantes Angel bs Colonel, as the femme lead. She has 
houses. 3/8 NEVER SAY DIE Cc Par M Raye-B Hope-E Coesart 80 nothing much to do except look 
Period of shuttering is indefinite. | 4/5 THEY MADE HER SPY D | RKO | S. Eilers-A. Lane 67 | rsd, and be on hand to quiet her 
Unless more first-run product be- ae THE NIGHT RIDERS w Rep J. Wayne-R. Rogers 62 —s anger When he and Hayes 
comes available within the next few ai9 wen GRAHAM BELL  D | 20th | D. Ameche-L. Young-Fonda 97 Fil oy but carries it capably. 
weeks. The Minnesota Amuse. Co. 4/21/39 N IN THE WIND M WB K. Francis-W. Gargan 55 he” oe a wy ~~. -_ 
(Paramount’s northwest circuit), will | */ “* 4/19 waite nae RIDE HIGH Cc M-G M. Rooney-!.. Stone-F. Holden 80 things moving at a comfortable yace, 
be compelled to close two of its BY SCOTLAND YARD M Mono | J. Stevenson-B. Lynne b j aa te Sen 
4/12 | BACKDOOR TO HEAVEN D ut the best job seems to be in the 
loop theatres. 5/10 | FIXER DUGAN Cc aap W. Ford-A. MacMahon 81 | camera department. 
The Palace, lower Loop 1,900 seat 4/12 FRONTI L. Tracy-P. Shannon 68 named 
ER PONY EXPRESS W | Rep | R. Rogers-M. Hart-R. Hatto 8 
independent, deluxe, subsequent-run 4/5 WINNER TAKES ALL Cc 20th T. Martin-G. Stua ¢ y ro 
house, goes dark within the next INSPECTOR HORNLEIGH D | 20th | G. Harker-A. Sim-H. Williams LAWLESS VALLEY 
fortnight. It recently discontinued fe ZENOBIA Cc UA O. Hardy-H. Langdon-B, Burke 71 RKO-Radio release of Bert Gilroy pro- 
weekend vaudeville. To bridge the he a TOWN CZAR D U B. MacLane-E. Sullivan 61 | duction. Stars George O’Krien; features 
gap caused by lack of strong film vy, = / ARK VICTORY D WB | B. Davis-G. Brent 105 cone Sievert en “oe 
product, the Orpheum has booked 4 28 39 5/17 CXLAHOMA TRAIL Ww Col C. Starrett-1, Meredith Tuttle; camera, Harry’ Wild: editor, 
in two more stage shows, although, a0 B ore ae KILDARE D M-G L. Ayres-L. Barrymore a6 Broderick Knudtson, At Colonial, Lincoln, 
because of bad business, it previ- : 4/12 LADY’S FR OM KENONCKY > Mono Frankie Darro 62 Cast: George O’Brien, Kay Sutton, Walter 
ously had announced there’d be no 5/3 BLUE MONTANA SKIES w Par G. Raft-E. Drew-H. Herbert 15 Miller, Fred Kohler, Sr., Fred Kohler, Jr., 
more summer flesh-and-blood. Bob 4/5 VERN Rep | G. Autry-S. Burnette 56 ging, Chil ‘Winks macQuarrie, Karl Hod- 
ON AND IRENE CASTLE D RKO F. Asta G.R gins, Chill Wills, Dot Farley. Running 
Hope comes to top a show June 23 5/10 | THE ROOKIE COP M | RKO | K. Holt-J. Shaw lv weidl oy (| time: 59 MINS. 
and another Major Bowes’ unit fol- 426 | RETURN OF cISCo KID D | 20th | W. Baxter-L Bari) i EI ap aa 
owe, ONEY D U . 2 from a framed jailing in 
Many independent neighborhood a —1/25_| CAN'T GET AWAY WITH M’DER M WB 2 eee = rr Halop - all me Gs moments of ‘Lawless 
exhibitors, also feeling the pinch of | 5/5/39 OUTSIDE THESE WALLS M | Col | "D. Cestelie-M. Whalen | —57— | action and wnactan Paw ate 
sagging grosses and product short- | rhs Saieae cacene CD | M-G | M. Loy-R. Taylor-J. Alle: s0 jan hour ia pola aeliebeaatoe 
age, are talking closings, too. | 5/10 | SORORTre pn rs tA B. Stanwyck-J. McCrea 136 | western. The original W. C. Tuttle 
5/17 | CHASING DANGER cp | son > fas - 60 story was flossed into screenplay by 
Tower, K. C., Folds 4/19 | CODE OF THE STREETS |! tw so | Quiver Drake, who has been maneu- 
5/3 CONFESSIONS OF NAZI SPY D WB : y-®. Thomas 72 | vering hosses and men over Holly- 
Kansas City, June 6. 5/12/39 BL omnes | oe Robinson-F. Lederer 103 | wood’s scenic sagebrush many years 
Tower theatre closed June 2 for an | 9/ */ 4/26 ~~ gl 2 D Col C, Morris-Bellamy-[ orak 68 | and knows how. 
indefinite period after five years of 5/17 DOWN WYOme a TRAIL w M-G | M. Douglas-L. Pictt 68 The story weaves about O’Brien’s 
operation, all but past three months SOME LIKE IT HOT Mono | Tex Ritter supposedly having committed a 
on vaudfilm policy. House was 5/10 THREE TEXAS STEERS A Par | B. Hope-S. Ross-G. Krupa 63 | major stage robbery with his father, 
opened by Barney Joffee, but was 6/7 PANAMA LADY M ann Three Mesquiteers the dad being found dead and ticketed 
recently under Fox Midwest banner. 5/10 | ROSE OF WASHINGTON sq. D | ‘goth | 4 DallcA. Pane oe ty ihe Coroner as suicide when about 7 
Expectations are for reopening in the 5/17 TORCHY RUNS FOR MAYOR Cc WB G. Farrell-B Seana, nna °° to be caught, while O'Brien —_ 
fall with possible occasional big | 5/19/39 IT’S A WONDERFUL —M-G |~C- Colbert-3 Stewart-Kibpee— | —2— | 2869. _That area of the countryside 
; / 5/17 WORLD CD |"M-G |°C. Colbert-J. Stewart-Kibb is thumbed und , 
vaude names during the summer. 5/24 WOLF CALL D | Mono Movita-J Carroll pe = S vba eens Ger Soe Oe 
Dearth of available stage names * §/10 HOTEL IMPERIAL D Par I Miranda-R. Milland 61 me a — egg ges may Sutton, 
and lack of product forced closing of 4/12 | MAN OF CONQUEST D | Rep | K. Dix-G. Patrick i. | wousetie be toe in on Bee 
house for time being. Fox Midwest SOUTHWARD, HO! w Rep R. Rogers-M. Hart ” son Rekier, Jr. Gal ond yang 

t th Es ir ll d io BOY FRIEND Cc 20th - . ’ ioF0 \ a as the bosoma 
operates the quire, sma ° EX-CHAMP J. Withers-A. Whelan-Hymer 70 |thumps for O’Brien and the sympa- 
towner, and Uptown, 1,200-seater, on 5/17 MISSING DAUGHTERS = U V. McLaglen-T. Brown-N. Gray 72 thy of nearly all hands, which is the 
a 4 ane. date policy. ou SWEEPSTAKE’S WINNER rs on = > orang yo iat Hudson senior Kohler’s obstacle. 

e ewis and unit got closing - a : Po. Mavis Dave Howard, directing this series, 
assignment and turned in a good |5/26/39 5/17 jaiea. cone HAVE WINGS on Col J. Arthur-C. Grant —j20 | sees to it that OrBricn, hg Ro plenty 
week’s take. From here the Lewis he UNMARRIED cD M-G Annabella-R. Young-B. Burke 69 | busy. He’s either chased, chasing, or 
crew takes in week of one nighter’s / STOLEN LIFE > Par B. Jones-H. Twelvetrees 64 | about to do one or the other all the 
through Missouri, Iowa and Ne- THE ZERO HOUR M nee > Bergner-W. Lawson time. Liberal roughhousing and hard 
braska, and follows with a week in 5/31 RACKETEERS OF RANGE w Exo Seleas @tetoe: oy ond ag es he om ware (Me action fan's 
the Orpheum, Omaha. 24 | THE GORILLA Cc ‘ — a ae ee 

Frank Ritter, Tower manager, a4 SUN NEVER SETS D — yh oa 65 The O’Brien style of cowboying is 
moves to the Uptown and takes along 5/17 +t peng SERVICE M WB R. Reagan-R. Towne = naa en ~ — pay - on oil | 
Harry Biederman as assistant. 679739 5/10 ven ad . IW SE sky nm UA B. Aherne-V. McLaglen = comers. In Walley" he aiaee ak phew 

/&/ s Col | J. Holt-K. De Mille as ever. Kay Sutt med dow 
ACROSS THE PLAIN . é . y sutton. farmed down 
F & M Closing One 6/7 GRACIE ALLEN S w Mono | Jack Randall 54 |into the westerns after a few tries 
5/17 MURDER CASE C | par | G. Allen-W. Willi Isewh ’ i 
St. Louis, June 6. 5/24 | GIRL FROM MEXICO CD | RKO | Lupe Veles-D. Weed m4 | although he "see pt 

A two weeks’ notice has been sent ae FAMILY IN HOLLYWOOD C 20th J. Prouty-8. Byington p augmented he Rng Mlle 
to all employees of the Fanchon & MAN Wao DEnnTION * U J. Lang-D. Foran-H, Carey 59 | Play is the Kohler family’s insertion, 
Marco-operated St. Louis Missouri, | ———— AR RED | WB C. Grapewin-J. Bryan in father and son roles on the screen. 
Fox and Ambassador theatres but it | 6/9/39 sai | @ o00 BNanaee BOY Ww Col C. Starrett-I. Meredith This was Fred, Sr.’s last chore before 
has not been determined which house / SHOULD A GIRL MARRY? a M-G W. Pidgeon-R. Johnson 61 he died last fall, and its as nasty as 
will be shuttered. The letter signed 6/7 | UNDERCOVER DOCTOR m | Mono | A. Nagle-W. Hull always. Film is a belated release. 
by C. B. Nelson, personnel director, SAINT IN LONDON M Par L. Nolan-J. C. Naish-J. Logan 67 | Walter Miller, a dick in disguise: ) 
stated ‘Please accept this as two. $.0.8.—TIDAL WAVE | mep | o Gtpders-S. Gray handled: Lew Scans ibe could be 
weeks’ notice of the possibility of MOUNTAIN RHYTHM Wi Rep | GiAstyer re 60 | anne i ew Kelly, a cook cupiding 
your particular theatre closing. The 6/7 | YOUNG MR. LINCOLN >| Se | week bee lafler tar Bike etee rey: ® sort of 
shortage of pictures at this time THEY ASKED FOR IT cD U Lundigan-J. Seaerack ween, saree or better then their lines  ealani 
makes it quite evident that we can-|___—=—_—_|_4/26_ |_JUAREZ _D | _WB | P. Muni-B. Davis-B. Ahern 125 | A thoroughly satisfactory western 
not keep four theatres open during § /16/39 Q PLANES D Col L. Olivier-V. Hobs. for both patron and b.o. Barn 
the summer. At this date we haven't 5/31 | TARZAN FINDS A SON M ’ oO a , 

. : M-G J. Weissmuller-M. 0 Sullivan 81 —— 
determined which one will be closed tg a, ane pee Rry INESS D Par I. Dunne-F, MacMurray 97 
and until such determination has 6/7 CHARLIE CHAN IN an a RKO | F. Inescort-O. Kruger-A. Ames 62 TITLE CHANGES 
been made you will be on a weekly NANCY DREW. TR’BLE SHOOTER D 20th S. Toler-R. Cortez-P. Brooks 65 
basis after the expiration of the two 6/23 /39 PAR e AW ante _WB_ _B. Granville-F - Thomas, Jr. ‘Death Holly wads, June . 
weeks’ notice.’ 6/7 | MAISE ON TRIAL cp | Col | J. Parker-J. Downs “| tag on ‘Dog ee eee or, Paeese 
5/17 | GOODBYx, MR. CHIPS Pinal Donat ann Sethern 72 | mount. 
Buff Folds GRAND JURY SECRETS M Son 3. Neward-c. Petrie 61 ‘She Married a Cop’ is third title 
Buffalo, June 6. | HERITAGE OF DESERT Wis Par D. Woods-E. Venable 2 | for ‘Laughing Irish Eyes.’ originally 

The Cater on FIVE CAME BACK M RKO C. Morris-W. B rrie The Fighting Irish,’ at Republic. 

e Cataract, Niagara Falls, sum- GIRL FROM BROOKLYN CD | 20th | A. Faye-W. B the Dead End Kids at Military 
mer-shuttered Saturday (3) for six HOUSE OF FEAR Mi wU Ww. A Seen srencher School’ is new handle for ‘The Dead 
weeks; operated by Charles Hayman _____|_5/24 | KID FROM KOKOMO ? Cc! ws /w. Morris-J. BlondeL-P. O’Brien 90 |End Kids at Valley F orge’ at War- 
under first-run dual policy. 6/30/39 GOOD GIRLS GO TO PARIS cD | «Ca: |d«U. Bical aS | —__| neers. 

| MAN FROM SUNDOWN w | oo a Blondell-M. Douglas 
STRONGER THAN DESIRE CD M-G | W. parttt-l. Meredith 
Summer Fold STUNT PILOT ; D Mono! J T xe veetag Cuneo STORY BUYS 
Schenectady, N. Y., June 6. cate anon © toe w Mono | Tex Ritter’ —- Holl d, J 6 
: M . ollywood, June 6. 

The Palace has been curtained for | . TIMBER STAMPEDE Ww one A. M. Wong-J. C. Naish-Blore Metro bought ‘Pretty Penny,’ by 
the summer by Sidney Dwore, His | IT | 0 | G. O’Brien-M. Reynolds J msey 
Cameo stays open ?' COULD HAPPEN TO YOU CD 20th | G. Stuart-S. Erwin-J. Gale | ack Goodman and Agnes Rumsey. 

HOUSE OF FEAR M' WB W. Gargan-l. Hervey Albert Maltz sold his story, ‘Hap- 





! piest Man On Earth,’ to Metro. 
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Par Sales Forces Pour into L. A. 


For Annual Sesh on New Product 





Los Angeles, June 6. | 


Paramount’s annual sales conven- 
tion convenes here tomorrow (Wed.) 
for four days at the Ambassador 
hotel, with upwards of 265 dele- 
gates in attendance. Special Union 
Pacific train carrying home office 
execs, eastern sales delegations and 
conventioneers from south and mid- 
west, picked up en route, arrives to- 
morrow (Wednesday) morning, fol- 
lowed by Vancouver, Seattle, Port- 
land and San Francisco sales forces. | 

Eastern special will be met at} 
San Bernardino, Cal., 60 miles east, | 
by a band, members garbed as sol-| 
diers of the French Foreign Legion, 
in honor of ‘Beau Geste,’ which Par | 
is remaking for its 1939-40 program. | 
At the Union station here, delegates 
will be greeted by eight girls, also 
clad in Hollywood’s adaptation of 
the Legionnaire uniform, who will | 
present each visitor with a bou-| 
tonnaire, 








No business sessions have been set | 


for Wednesday, opening day, al- 
though conventioneers will 


sit 
through unreeling of several forth. | 
coming Par features at studio dur- 
ing the afternoon. 

Neil F. Agnew, general sales| 
chief, will call the convention to | 
order Thursday morning. Among | 
execs scheduled for brief talks are 
Adolph Zukor, Barney Balaban and 
Stanton Griffis. John W. Hicks, Jr., 
foreign manager, and members of 
his department, will discuss foreign 
selling problems, after which J. J. 
Unger, eastern division sales man- | 
ager, will present the 17 members 
of Paramount’s 100% club with 
golden circle pins, each bearing the 
initials of the recipient. 

Trade Practice Gab 

Final business session Saturday 
afternoon will be given over to dis- 
cussion of trade practices, with only 
district and branch managers in at- 
tendance. Annual banquet will be 
held Saturday evening at Cocoanut 
Grove. Special train pulls out at 2 
a.m. Sunday (11) for San Francisco, 
for brief stopover at Golden Gate 








| season 


exposition, and thence homeward 
bound. 


Entire Cocoanut Grove has been | 


taken over for the banquet Satur- 
day night, with Jack Benny emcee- 
ing a floor show to be aired trans- 
continentally. 

Paramount starts seven new pic- 
tures within the next three weeks, 


teeing off tomorrow (Wed.) with 
‘$1,000 a Touchdown.’ ‘Death of a 
Champion’ and ‘The World on 


Parade’ roll next day, followed by 
‘Portrait In Diamonds,’. ‘Dr. Cy- 
clops,’ ‘The Light That Failed’ and 
‘Our Neighbors—the Carters.’ 


Gillham’s New Ad Ideas 
On Each Paramount Pic 


Paramount this year will attempt 
an experiment in setting up adver- 
tising campaigns and plans on each 
picture scheduled for the 1939-40 
immediately following the 
official announcement of the pro- 
gram at the convention in Los An- 
geles this week. Originating with 
Bob Gillham, advertising-publicity 
head, he will lay out the campaigns, 
approach, treatment, etc., on all the 
pictures at start of selling season. 

Gillham will noid a convention of 
his own in Hollywood following the 
convention, with men of his own 
department sitting in with him to 
discuss the pictures and the adver- 
tising-publicity angles on them. 

Alec Moss, Al Wilkie and others 





|from the home ocffice attending the 


sales convention, will remain west 
for the conferences to be called by 
Gillham. Terry DeLapp, Cliff Lew- 
is, and others from the studio will 
attend. 


LESSER TESTING MISS SCOTT 

Martha Scott, Broadway ingenue, 
is on the Coast being tested by Sol 
Lesser. Nothing is set, however. 

Actress went out to do the part in 
‘Our Town’ which she created in 
New York. Show has since folded 
there. 

















sonrsenpenpeneerveenrrertievenes 


New York Theatres 




















THERE'S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 











Opening Thursday Evening 


“THE MIKADO" 


With KENNY BAKER 


tkrers RIVOLI 


ARTISTS 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 


Broadway 
at 49th St. 
MIDNITE SHOWS 

















ith Av. & 50th St. 


ROXY 


ALL e TO 
SEATS 25 1 PM. 


“YOUNG MR. 
LINCOLN” 


Starring Henry Fonda 


—On the Stage— 
New Stage Show 











poputaR prices! 


NI-DAV 
WSUAREL 


Reo aH Famous Orch. 


giwey 8 47 


RADIO NATISIC HALL | 
"THE SUN 
NEVER SETS" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 











Ratoff on ‘Intermezzo’; 


Wyler Busy at Goldwyn 


Hollywood, June 6. 





nick-International yesterday (Mon.) 
to direct ‘Intermezzo,’ replacing Wil- 
liam Wyler, previously assigned to 
the job. 

| Delay in completing the script 
|caused Wyler to pass up the chore 
because it would interfere with his 
next picture for Samuel Goldwyn. 
He checks in at the home lot July 
1 to start work either on ‘Raffles’ or 
‘Stranger at Home.’ 


$390,000 FIRE 
TO THEATRE 


Clarksburg, W. Va., June 6. 


The Robinson Grand was destroyed 
by fire May 31 resulting in a loss of 
$350,000. Claud Robinson, the man- 
ager, says the theatre was fully in- 
sured. 

The blaze originated on the roof 
of the new air conditioning plant on 
which men were working. A mar- 
quee recently erected at a cost of 
| $15,000 was saved. 

Robinson was taking a holiday in 
New York but rushed back when in- 
formed of the fire. He announces 
that he will erect a new theatre on 
the site. 

The attractions booked at the Rob- 
inson Grand have been transferred 
to Moore’s Opera House, under the 
same management. 

Station WBLK had a studio in the 
theatre but all equipment was re- 
moved from the building and broad- 
casting was resumed within 48 
minutes. 











$8,000 Salt Lake Fire 


Salt Lake City, June 6. 

Workmen this week were hur- 
riedly refurbishing the Studio whose 
| interior was totally destroyed by 
| fire. Damage exceeded $8,000, said 
Harry David, v.p. and g.m., of In- 
| termountain Theatres, Inc., operators 
'of the Studio, a downtown 288- 
seater, Blaze, firemen concluded, 
was caused by either a cigaret or 
match, Theatre officials reported 
| that a watchman had gone through 
ithe building about 3 a.m. without 
noticing any smoke, Fireman said 
the’ blaze must have smoldered for 
hours. 
Sound and projection equipment 
was ruined by the intense heat. 
Chester Price is manager. All loss 
covered by insurance. It was the 
first fire to a theatre in the Inter- 
mountain chain here in more than 
10 years. House will reopen latter 
part of June. 

















Sues Water Co. for Loss 
Pittsburgh, June 6. 
One of the most unusual suits on 
record was filed here last week 
against the Natrona Water Co. by 
John G. Rainey, of Pittsburgh, as re- 


Irene Fred IN PERSON sult of the fire which destroyed the 
DUNNE * EMURRAY | Harry James | interior of a cinema he operated on 
“I nvitati and His Orchestra | Garfield avenue in February, 1938. 
nvitation to Extra Added According to Rainey, it was a blaze 
Happiness” a that could easily have been put out 

A Paramount Picture | Jane Froman | without serious damage, but proved 
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SQUARE 


costly only because of insufficient 
water supply. Rainey charges he 
paid Natrona a sizable monthly rate 
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for this sort of protection and that 
he suffered severe loss because the 
corporation failed to live up to the 
terms of its contract. 

In the damage action, he asks for 
the $15,000 he claimed was his actual 
loss, . 





$50,000 Theatre Fire 
Pocatello, Idaho, June 6. 
The old Auditorium, owned by N. 
B. Grossman, damaged $50,000 by 
fire, 
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How Do I Sound? 


Hollywood, June 6. 
John Davidson, British actor who 
came here to appear in pictures, is 
heard but not seen in ‘Miracles for 
Sale’ at Metro. 
He plays an important role as an 
off-screen voice. 
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“Goodbye Mr. Chips” 
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‘CHAN’ TURNS COWBOY 
Hollywood, June 6. 

Sidney Toler takes temporary 
leave of Charlie Chan to support 
| William Boyd in Harry Sherman's 
Hopalong Cassidy picture, ‘Argen- 
tina,’ at Paramount, 

Production starts June 15 on loca- 
tion at Lone Pine. 





New Penny Censor an Ex-Exhib; 


| 
i 


' 


; Theatres-Exchanges in Shifts 


Gregory Ratoff moved into Selz- | 





Pittsburgh, June 6. 

John C. Fisher, just named to 
Pennsylvania board of censors by 
Gov. James, is first practical show- 
man to nab such a post in this state 
in years. Fisher was city manager 
for WB in Sharon, Pa., for years and 
| also operated houses for various cir- 
| cuits in Meadville, Ridgeway, Titus- 

ville and Youngstown, O. He’s a 
|nephew of former Gov. Fisher of 
Pennsylvania, 

Practically all of Film Row jour- 
neyed to Morgantown, W. Va., Mon- 
day (5) for the testimonial dinner to 
George Sallows and George Cuomu- 
nitz, celebratirg their silver anniver- 
sary as exhibitors. U. S. Senator 
Neely and Gov. Holt of W. Va., were 
other guests of honor. 

Frank Barr, former assistant at 
the Menlo, in nearby Charleroi, Pa., 
named manager of State, Wilkins- 
burg; both houses owned by Leon 
Reichblum. 








Interstate Shifts 
Dallas, June 6. 

Charles Meeker, Interstate man- 
ager, east at State, Amarillo, named 
assistant to James O. Cherry, Dallas 
Interstate city manager. 

Charles Snyder, in charge of nabes 
here, to Amarillo to manage the 
Capitol. 

Agnew Prizewinners 

Pacific Coast and midwest sales 
turned out best in the 13-week Neil 
F. Agnew drive for Paramount. 
George A. Smith, commanding the 
Pacific Coast exchanges, grabbed first 
prize for his district, while Ralph C. 
LiBeau, Kansas City, over the mid- 
west territory, placed second. 

Albert Mendenhall (Qmaha), John 
T. Howard (Detroit) and Chester J. 
Bell (Denver) ran 1-2-3 among the 
branch managers, while | salesmen 
were headed by I. G. White, Los 
Angeles, first; R. Rubin, Omaha, 
second, and J. Wilcox, Salt Lake 
City, third. 

Wendall Overturf, Omaha, came 
out first on ad sales, Selby Carr, 
Minneapolis, running second and 
James Nicoll, New Orleans, third. 
Cash prizes given. 











Benton-Reade Add 2 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., June 6. 
The Palace, one of the city’s three 
picture houses was sold, May 26, to 
William E. Benton and Walter Reade, 
who also operate the Congress and 
Community in this city. 


————— 


Frudenfeld Ups 
Cincinnati, June 6. 

Col. Arthur Frudenfeld, assistant 
general manager of RKO theatres in 
southwestern Ohio, last week ad- 
vanced to chief barker of Variety 
Club, Tent No. 3, succeeding Joe 
Uulahan, Paramount exchange man- 
ager. Latter filled the spot since 
Jan. 1 of last year and resigned due 
to press of biz. Jim_Grady, local 
20th-Fox chief, and Paul Krieger, 
Universal’s Cincy manager, moved 
up as assistant chief barkers. 





Craver-Little Take Over 
Charlotte, N. C., June 6. 

A. B. Craver and Thomas A. Little 
have become sole owners of the 
Visulite, nabe, having bought the 
stock owned by the Hofheimer inter- 
ests of Norfolk, Va. Craver was prin- 
cipal stockholder under old arrange- 
ment, serving as v.p. and general 
manager, with Jeff Hofheimer of 
Norfolk as prexy. 

Little will be prexy under new 
setup, with Craver as secretary- 
treasurer and general manager. Pres- 
ent policies will be continued. The- 
atre opened Feb, 10, 1938. 


Theatre Fraud Suit 
Syracuse, N. Y., June 6. 

Charging fraud to defeat creditors, 
Smith Chain Theatres, Inc., has filed 
suit against the K. & G. Theatrical 
Enterprises, Inc., former owners of 
the Elmwood theatre here. Four in- 
dividuals are named as defendants 
along with the corporation. 

The plaintiff has a judgment for 
$3,956 against the defendants on a 
series of defaulted notes and claims 
that in March, 1938, the defendants 
executed a mortgage on the property 
to Jenn‘e Kornblite of Binghamton 
and that this was either kept secret 
or was made subsequent to the 
judgment for the purpose of de- 
— creditors until October, 








Newhall Shifts 
Rochester, N. Y., June 6. 

Allan Newhall, city manager for 
Warner Bros. in Hornell, N. Y., for 
last three years, transferred to 
Jamestown and Dunkirk. William 
Leggerio, manager of Keeney and 
Regent Elmira, takes over. 

Forrest W. Taylor of Worcester, 
Mass., and the Ransom F. Taylor 
estate won an assessment slash of 
$128,840 on the Embassy here and 
two adjoining properties in a com- 
promise agreement following trial of 
the issues involved. Assessment on 
the three parcels totaled $535,120. 
An order signed by Supreme Court 





Justice William F. Love authorizes 
refunds on 1937 and 1938 city and 
county taxes. 





Winnipeg Moves 
Winnipeg, June 6. 
Bob Rennie, of Vitagraph, in from 
Toronto for booking. 
O. 


O’Brier, of Warners, just 
left. 
Leo Adler, United auditor, just 
blew in from the west. 
Dave Brickman, manager, and 


Russ Simpson, booker, both to Para- 
mount convention. Will be away 
two weeks. 
_ Jimmy Carey, of Columbia, hand- 
ing around the rope. It’s a girl. 
Leo Feinstein, in and then 
again. This time for Calgary. 
Izzie Reinhorn and Frank Hastings 
in from Regina for a session of book- 
ing. 
Frank Kershaw, Famous Players, 
down east. 
Paramount office All- 
Canadian drive. 
_ Jake Miles, head of Western thea- 
= expected back any day from 
east. 


out 


second in 





Cameo Property Sold 
Atlanta, June 6. 
Property housing Cameo, down- 
town indie, was sold last week by 
Mrs. John S. Cohen to Samuel C., 
Dobbs for $119,250. Theatre is un- 
der lease to Cameo Theatre Co., 
operated by George Wilby & Asso- 
ciates, until 1945 at $1,050 per month. 





Empress’ Facelift 
Spokane, June 6. 
The Empress, oldest theatre here, 
modernized and renovated by H. A, 
Black, veteran Seattle showman, 
who bought the house from Ronald 
Camp. 





Astor Absorbs Selected 
Los Angeles, June 6. 
Astor Film Co. of Southern Cali- 
f.rnia took over Selected Pictures 
exchange, with Lou Goldstein in 
charge and Bill Kohler as sales man- 
ager. 





Doig’s City M’e’rshi 
Oklahoma City, June 6. 

Gerry Doig, formerly maintenance 
superintendent for K. Lee Williams 
Theatres, Inc., has been named city 
manager at Broken Bow, Okla., 
where the circuit operates three 
houses, He retains his ownership of 
a theatre in Minnesota. 

Jack Blair, son of Tom Blair, Grif- 
fith official who died in 1937, has 
been named new manager of the 
Pine, Dierks, Ark., another Williams 
house, 


DARING $500 HOLDUP 
IN McKEESPORT, PA. 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 

One of biggest holdups in years 
around here was staged by two 
masked bandits last week when they 
stuck up the Harris Memorial the- 
atre in McKeesport, a Warner house, 
and got away with more than $500. 
Lou Fordan, the manager, fired 
three shots at the fleeing robbers, 
but none of the bullets found its 
mark. 

The robbers waylaid the assistant 
manager, Joseph Tooth, and the 
cashier, Catherine Myers, who were 
taking the night’s receipts in an iron 
box from the ticket booth to the 
executive office on the balcony. 
When the bandits stepped in front 
of the two and commanded them to 
hand over the cash, Miss Myers 
made a dash for the manager’s of- 
fice and screamed for help. 

Fordan grabbed a gun, rushed 
through the deserted lobby and fired 
three times at the fleeing bandits. 
Whole thing was a revival of the 
wave of boxoffice banditry that's 
plagued Pittsburgh theatres for the 
past six months. Two have already 
been sent up for long prison terms 
but holdups have slackened only 
very iittle as a result. 











$435 Stickup 
Philadelphia, June 6. 
Burglars broke into the manager's 
office of the Fern Rock theatre here 
last week and made off with all the 
Memorial Day receipts. They took 
a can containing $435 from the desk 
of Herb Elliott, op of the house. 
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NAME BANDS’ RADIO SPURT 





OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS 





Framers of a proposed code for the radio industry are having 
tough going. Draft has been rewritten innumerable times to 
date and is still far from a satisfactory document to the various 
viewpoints. NBC and CBS each have contrary conceptions of 
the amount of time that should be the outside limit on commer- 
cial copy. Local stations in some cases think the networks 
aren't tough enough on advertisers and in other cases are tem- 
peramentally opposed to any curbs whatever. 


It is widely feared that any effort to straddle, pussyfoot or 
fail to bravely meet the issues will have a terrific reaction 
against the industry. This assumes double sharpness because 
‘expectations’ have been aroused, publicity has solicited from 
the critics of the industry a tolerant attitude on the plea the 
business was about to emerge with a code well-fitted with a 
sturdy set of biters. 


The effort to swing the N.A.B. away from a forthright, clear- 
cut and forceful statement in favor of a hem-and-haw master- 
piece, full of piety and wind, has caused some alarm among 
well-wishers of the industry who foresee a monumental blunder 
being built up on sheer stubborness and lack of imagination. 
They see the industry possibly damned by its own action as 
lacking in social consciousness or any realistic sense of the 
criticism to which it is subject. 


If the industry demonstrates a capacity for self-regulation, 
the Government and the critics will be set back. There may 
even be some chance of getting a three-year license, that yum- 
yum dream of the business. But if empty words, vague affirm- 
ations not accompanied by substantial proof of sincerity, are all 
that the mountain—after long labor—produces, the horse-laugh, 
it is expected, will reverberate from coast to coast. 


Self-regulation will stand or fall by the,actions, not the cheap 
words, of a code. The industry has a beautiiul.opportunity to 
out-flank its enemies, to stifle much of the adverse comment, 
to throw the supercilious crowd for a real loss. But if they 
convict themselves of contemptuous disregard for opinion they 
will strengthen every ‘I told you so’ chorus in the land. 


Specifically the adoption of code clauses with lower standards 
than those already in force will certainly react unfavorably, 


CBS- WOR LD See ran Tanne 
DEAL MAY BE Janney In, Vincent Directs 
RE-HEATED 


Woodbury Soap starts a script se- 
Columbia may again resume ne- 


rial, ‘The Waring Family,’ in the 
gotiations for the purchase of the 




















Friday evening (7:45-8) spot on CBS 
July 7. Leon Janney will head the 
World Broadcasting System within 
the coming month. It’s been dicker- 


cast. 
Show, formerly tagged ‘Richard 
ing with the RCA Manufacturing Co. 
for recording equipment, but mean- 


the Great,’ was bought from the 
Transamerican Broadcasting & Tele- 
while the networks’ heads have de- 
veloped some ideas that may be suc- 
cessful in overcoming the licensing 
complications which caused aban- 
donment of the World buy last 
April. 

Network officials recently re- 
Opened the World deal but after 
several talks it was decided to put 
the thing back on ice for a while. 


TRAILERIZE SUBSTITUTE 
ON HOPE’S BOW-OFF 


Pepsodent will use five minutes 
of Bob Hope’s final broadcast of the 
season, June 20, for a trailer of his 
vacation substitute, ‘District Attor- 
ney.” 

Dramatic bit will be cut into the 
Program from New York. 











Faulkner Resumes 





George Faulkner has resumed as 
Staff scriptist fgr the J. Walter 
Thompson agency. No program as- 
Signment has been carved out for 

im as yet. 

Faulkner went on a leave of ab- 
sence a couple months ago and has 
Since been wavering between going 
back to Thompson and striking out 
aS a freelance sketch writer. 





vision Corp. Chick Vincent, of the 
latter’s staff, will produce, and Len- 
nen & Mitchell, agency on the ac- 
count, will supervise. Hookup will 
consist of 36 stations. 





BERGEN TO RELAX 


Fortnizht Rest For Tonsiis Promised 
in August 








Edgar Bergen will likely bow out 
of the Chase & Sanborn Coffee show 
for a couple of weeks in August. If 
the plan now under discussion goes 
through it will be his first vacation 
from radio since Dec. 16, 1936, when 
he made his first appearance on the 
Rudy Vallee-Standard Brands show: 


It is also intended to make it easy 
for him on the two preceding pro- 
grams by having his participation 
confined to a single brief spot. 


Coca-Cola Spreads Disks 


Coca-Cola is spreading its Singing 
Sam transcriptions to a constantly 
increasing list of stations. Now has 
around 150 and the number will 
probably go to 175 markets. Waxes 
are part of advertising cooperative 
deals made with zone bottlers under 
the Coca-Cola franchise. 

The singer (Harry Frankel) comes 
to New York from his home in In- 
diana every two weeks and records 
10 platters at the World studios. 
Victor Arden orchestra backs him 
up. 











rT COMBOS 
GET NOD AGAIN 


After a Lapse, the Musical! 
Units Are Once More | 
Prominent — 15 Network. 
Programs Essentially Or- 
chestra Entertainment 











PLUS FREELANCES 





Organized name bands are again| 
on the upswing in a big way as far 
as employment by network adver- 
tisers is concerned. This tribe of 
entertainers is slated to hold more 
commercial spots this summer than 
ever before in the history of net- 
work radio. There will be 15 pro- 
grams whose exclusive or major ap- 
peal will depend on such name 
dance aggregations. In addition to 
these the commercial schedules will 
contain freelance combinations of 
the dance type under the wing of 
such maestros as Johnny Green 
(Philip Morris), Mark Warnow 
(Lucky Strike) and Peter Van 
Steeden (Bristol-Myers). 


A notable corollary to the above 
situation is the circumstance that 
for the first time in eight years a 
name dance unit will occupy five 
quarter-hour spots across the board 
a week for a commercial. It’s the 
Fred Waring-Chesterfield series 
which starts June 19. Lucky Strike 
is considering doing something along 
the same lines, having already made 
inquiries involving Glenn Miller. 

Of the following programs that 
center on name dance units two of 
them, Fitch Bandwagon and Show 
of the Week (Mutual-Co-operative), 
have a weekly guest policy: 


Artie Shaw...........Old Gold 
Larry Clinton.........Sensation 
Tommy Dorsey......... Raleigh 


Guy Lombardo.....Lady Esther 
Paul Whiteman.....Chesterfield 
Fred Waring.......Chesterfield 
Benny Goodman......... Camel 
Bob Crosby...... 
Kay Kyser........Lucky Strike 
Matty Malneck........Pall Mall 
Richard Himber.....Studebaker 
Horace Heidt.............Tums 
I Gd need cacanns Griffin 
Fitch Bandwagon 
Show of the Week 
(Raymond Paige, U. S. Tire, is not 
ranked as a dance band.) 


Herb Moore Scoffs Rumor; 
WHO Bureau Was Pro Tem 
While lowa Solons Met 


Herbert Moore, head of Trans- 
radio Press Service, scouted as base- 
less Monday (5) the report that his 
organization was going in for Sweep- 
ing retrenchment. Moore said that 
it sounded to him as though a com- 
petitive service had used an incident 
in Des Moines as a cue to spread 
this rumor. He referred to the clos- 











ing down of Transradio’s special bu- 
reau in that Iowa city. 

Moore explained that the bureau | 
had been set up as WHO's request 
for additional coverage of the Iowa 
legislature and that when the legis- | 
lature adjourned and WHO no long- | 
er required this service there was | 
no need of continuing the office. 


LUCKIES, PET MILK 
SHIFT SATURDAY TIME 


Lucky Strike Hit Parade, now on | 
at 10-10:45 p.m. Saturday nights, | 
will move to 9-9:45 on CBS, July 8. | 
It had tentatively agreed to take the | 
8-8:45 stretch the same night but | 
later figured that it was too early | 
for middlewest listeners. 











Saturday night Serenade will have | 
to move back a quarter hour, the | 
new time being 9:45-10:15 p.m ' 





AFRA Boon to Efficiency 





Entry of the American Federation of Radio Actors has proved of 
much benefit to the commercial end of the industry, according to the 
radio director of an ad agency which rates among the first five agen- 


cies in talent expenditures. In his 


opinion the operation of the scale 


and rehearsal provisions of the AFRA contract has tended not only to 
raise the efficiency of radio departments in agencies all along the line 
but to make better business men of radio department heads. 

What has particularly impressed this agency exec in his dealings 
with AFRA officials is the latter’s practice of making quick decisions, 
An agency learns immediately what it may or may not do, 








Will Arbitrate If Commish-Deduction 
On Minimums Makes an Under Scale 





7 


‘Valiant’ Indeed 





‘The Valiant,’ which was origi- 
nally a short story and has since 
served Bert Lytell as a vaude- 
ville sketch, a stage play and a 
film, will now round out the 
cycle. 

He does it tonight (7) over 
NBC television in New York. 


SEASON OLDER, 
MORE TUNE-IN 
BASEBALL 


Percentage of baseball listeners in 
the New York area took a huge 
jump during the month of May. 
C. E. Hooper, Inc., which last week 
completed its third survey of the 
season, found that almost 50% of 
the sets tuned in were on baseball 
stations. A survey conducted by the 
same research organization in April 
showed but 31%. Latest inquiry 
also disclosed that the number of 
sets in use had meantime gone up 
appreciably, with the credit for this 
going to baseball. In April the sets 
on during the period surveyed, 3:30 
to 5 p.m., figured 15%. 

In the latest check WABC and 
WOR came out about even as to 
their drawing power of baseball 
listeners. In the original inquiry 
WOR had 17% to WABC’s 12.2%, 
while WHN, which also carries the 
Brooklyn Dodgers games, rated 
15%. WABC is aligned with the 
N.Y. Giants and Yankees events. 

Co-operative Analysis of Broad- 
casting is currently doing a similar 
survey but strictly for the sponsors 
and agencies behind these New York 
baseball broadcasts. The accounts 
are General Mills, Procter & Gamble 
and Socony. 














WJR STAYS CBS 


Matier Settled By Richards, Fitzpat- 
rick Before Former’s Trip to Hawaii 








Hollywood, June 6. 

Station WJR, Detroit, stays with 
Columbia. This decision was made 
over the week-end at the Beverly 
Hills home of Dick Richards with 
Leo Fitzpatrick, executive v. p. of 
the station, here for huddles that in- 
cluded a delegation from CBS head- 
ed by Meff Runyan and Herb Aker- 
berg and calls from Niles Trammel, 
head man of NBC. 

WJR has a full year to go on orig- 
inal five-year pact with CBS and 
even longer on WGAR, Cleveland 
but the doctors have ordered Rich- 
ards to take a long vacation in Hono- 
lulu so that the need to be com- 
pletely free of major decisions | 
prompted the closing at this time. 





Frank Fenton’s Position 





Frank S. Fenton has been pro- 
moted to executive assistant to the 


and Chicago offices. 
The regional is taking larger of- 
fice space in Radio City. 


Dispute between the American 
Federation of Radio Artists and NBC 
regarding commissions on minimum 
performer fees for sustaining pro- 
grams is slated for decision by the 
American Arbitration Assn. No date 
has been set for the hearing, but it 
will probably be in a week or two. 

Union contends that under its sus- 
taining contract with the networks 
all fees are the absolute minimum, 
with no commissions deductible that 
would bring the amounts below the 
specified figure. Network artist 
bureau seeks to collect commissions 
on minimum fees as well as on deals 
for a higher figure. Since the ma- 
jority of contracts are for the mini- 
mum scale, eliminating the commis- 
sion on them would drastically cur- 
tail the agency earnings. 

Arbitration of the question is in 
conformity with the terms of the 
contract, which states that all dis- 
putes not settled by conference must 
be referred to the American Arbi- 
tration Assn., whose decision shall 
be final. CBS and Mutual artist 
bureaus are not directly involved in 
the matter, but are watching devel- 
opments. 

Musicians union has long held that 
‘under scale’ included deals where 
the gross figure was insufficient to 
absorb commission. This has been 
a prime point of theatrical unionism. 





Wants N. Y. Closed Shop 


American Federation of Radio 
Artists has begun to press New 
York independent stations to secure 
closed shops. Negotiations were 
started last week between WMCA, 
N. Y., and the union. While WMCA 
is the first and only small station 
approached so far, others will fol- 
low, No agreement on a contract 
has yet been reached. AFRA rates 
WMCA, WNEW, and WHN in the 
‘B’ class, directly beneath the four 
net outlets which have already 
agreed to AFRA contracts. Other 
indies are in Class ‘C.’ 

Union contracts for many of the 
smallies may mean the elimination 
of many sustaining shows, with the 
possible’ substitution of more re- 
cordings. Most operate on a budget 
which doesn’t allow minimum sala- 
ries, and most programs air on the 
cuff as far as actors are concerned, 


AFRA BLASTS 
AIR SCHOOLS 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Removal of radio school students 
from competition with commercial 
performers is the aim of a new plan 
drafted for the American Federation 
of Radio Artists by a committee 
headed by Attorney I. B. Kornblum. 
Plan is similar to that devised by 
Actors Equity for control of the 
Little Theatre situation. 

Move is aimed at wildcat radio 
schools which supply non-paid per- 
formers to indie broadcasters, re- 
gardless of ability, at the same time 








ee ee ~ Ba | giving listeners the belief that the 
| president of the Texas State Net- | 


Shift will mean that Pet Milk’s, work in charge of the New York | 


amateurs are regular paid actors and 
members of AFRA. New plan is to 
Bive every encouragement to legitie 
mate radio schools, with regulations 
for the protection of professionals, 








18 VARIETY 


RADIO, Wednesday, June 7, 1939 











‘RADIO IS NOT AS BAD AS YOU THINK’, | 





PEAKERS ASSURE WRITERS’ CONCLAVE 


Wylie, Titterton Talk—Samples of Radio Playwrit- 
ing Given by Various Authors—Book Stores 
Encouraged to Stock Waxed Programs 


By BOB LANDRY 


Or 3,000 people who write for radio 
only five among the successful ones 
are wholly and originally radio-de- 
veloped writers. So declared Max 
Wylie, director of script and conti- 


nuity of the Columbia Broadcasting | 


System, in speaking Saturday (3) | 


at the radio session of the American | 
Writers’ Congress which held its | 
third annual convention in New| 
York over the weekend. Wylie said 
the five successful radio writers | 
without prior literary experience | 
were Arch Oboler, Charles Cassal, | 
Irving Reis, Vic Knight and Milton | 
Geiger. 

This statement was one of several | 
provocative remarks made by vari- 
ous speakers. Lewis Titterton of 
NBC made a plea for the five-a-week 
dramatic daytime serial as not as bad 
as their reputation, and requiring a 
fairly high order of craftsmanship. 
Such entertainment, he suggested, 
should be judged in relation to what 
it.aims to be and how well it achieves 
that purpose. It was necessarily a 
simple form of writing, being essen- 
tially story-telling by dialog, but not 
to be scorned on that account. 

The writers convention learned 
that in connection with Columbia’s 
summer festival of ‘Workshop’ re- 
vivals, original works by famous au- 
thors are also sought. Negotiations 
are in progress with John Steinbeck, 
Clifford Odets, Lord Dunsany, and 
other established literateurs. An 
anthology of ‘Workshop’ radio scripts 
soon to be published by McGraw- 
Hill and an annual Burns Mantle- 
like ‘year’s best’ of broadcast play- 
lets were mentioned as proof of the 
new and growing dignity of radio 
writing. There was a steady leit- 
motif of ‘radio isn’t as bad as you 
think’ running through the whole 
meeting. 

The fleeting character of broad- 
casts was described as unnecessarily 
emphasized by the scribbling profes- 
sion. In any event it now seems 
likely that this will be offset. Fine 
radio programs are soon to be given 
permanence by recording them on 
wax and selling them. It was sug- 
gested that people who buy books 
and symphonic music were prospec- 
tive customers to purchase and cher- 


ish superior examples of radio 
material. 

Boek Pubs Interested 
Book publishers rather than 


Phonograph distributors were re- 
ported as interested in stocking re- 
cordings of radio literary gems. 
Quite a number have already been 
waxed. Some 50,000 public schools 
and 1,000 colleges are equipped, it 
was stated, to handle radio programs 
in the shellacked state of preserva- 
tion, and there are 350 organized 
radio guilds in educational centres 
around the country. 

Censorship, the writers were told, 
was not the bugaboo it was often 
represented. It was a matter of how, 
not what, was said. Both Wylie and 
Titterton, the principal speakers 
stressed this and others alluded to it 
in passing. Alfred Kreymborg, the 
poet, reproduced a program of his 
authorship that was broadcast on 
NBC shortly after Munich. In the 
form of a poetic dialog between an 
ape, a gorilla, an ourang-outang and 
a chimpanzee, the latter with a thick 
British accent, a scathing satire of 
Hitler, Mussolini, Daladier and 
Chamberlain was projected. There 
could be no mistaking the double 
entendre and Kreymborg§ quite 
frankly avowed the intent. 

Titterton spoke of the various 
American playwrights whose works 
were adapted by NBC. Words like 
‘wop’ or ‘nigger’ were automatic 
buttons turning on emotional taboos. 
There was some danger always from 
careless listening. People heard only 
a phrase and stupidly tore its con- 
text to claim ‘you’ve insulted our 
race—or religion—or party—or state 
—or whathaveyou.’ Nevertheless with 
delicacy, common sense and crafts- 
manship radio could and did broad- 
cast, without any essential change, 
the big scenes of big powerful plays. 

The Actor’s View 

Part of the three-hour Saturday 

afternoon session ‘held in the New 


School of Social Research) was in 
the form of a roundtable presided 


| over by H. V. Kaltenborn and broad- 


| Federal Radio Theatre, Wylie, Tit- 
| terton, 


cast by CBS. Jerry Danzig of Mu- 
tual, Phillip Cohan of the Bureau 
of Education, Evan Roberts of the 


Oboler and John Brown, 
AFRA vice-president, spoke. Brown, 
giving the actor’s view, suggested 
that the advertising sales copy took 
care of the commercial end and good 
radio programs did not constitute an 
impediment to effective merchan- 
dizing. People, he thought, would 
actually prefer first-rate to fourth- 
rate writing. He apologized for such 
a daring suggestion. 


Norman Corwin’s blast against the 


fascist glorification of aeroplane 
bombings as ‘beautiful’ was ex- 
cerpted by the author. This 


yarn, “They Fly Through The Air 
With The Greatest of Ease,’ won the 
Ohio State award recently. Ht 
wasn’t hard to understand why. 
Even in excerpt it was a dramatic 
rip-saw. ‘Pinocchio’ from a Federal 
series: was also sampled by Robert 
L. Shayon of WOR. William Rob- 
son’s transcription ‘No Help Wanted’ 
was described as not yet presented 
in America (with a hint it was too 
hot). It was shipped overseas to 
BBC in England (was reviewed 
April 17 by Variety’s London office). 
It glorifies the WPA. Ivan Black 
presided during the technique dem- 
onstrations. 

Later the convention voted ‘Air 
Raid,’ by Archibald Mac Leish the 
outstanding radio work of the year. 


The laugh of the meeting occurred 
during Arch Oboler’s session illus- 
trating ‘stream of consciousness’ writ- 
ing for radio, the one authentic radio 
contribution, in his opinion. Sample 
given was of the thoughts of a man 
contemplating suicide. Oboler 
stopped the record after a few min- 
utes and went on with his talk 
whereupon, some time later, Donald 
Ogden Stewart stood up in the back 
of the auditorium and said, ‘Please, 
Mr. Oboler, did the man commit 
sucide?’ 


‘Help Thy Neighber’ Is 
Ruthrauff & Ryan Maybe 
If Rotation Practical 


Ruthrauff & Ryan is still mulling 
over the underwriting of the ‘Help: 
Thy Neighbor’ program, currently 
on the Don Lee Network. 
audience participation show on 
which the unemployed tell their 
stories and listeners phone in offer- 
ing jobs. 

Problem which has the agency 





gram’s point of origin could be con- 
veniently and effectively shifted 


It’s an) 


wrinkling its brows is how the pro-. 








From the Production Centers 


IN NEW YORK... 


Elizabeth Black, who is leaving Ruthrauff & Ryan, goes to Joseph Kaiz 
advertising agency, not the (Eugene) Katz Agency, newspaper and station 
reps. ... Larry Menken will be Fred Waring’s radio production aide on 
the new Chesterfield series. ... Glenn Miller had an American Tobacco 
exec on hand at Glen Island casino. ... American Writers Congress held 








Annual Awards? 


Following last week’s Writers 





aia ao - a bull-sesh on radio Saturday at the New School of Social Research. , , , 
a wilt pene ?a. Horn & Hardart kiddies now 10:30-11:30 on WEAF Sunday mornings... , 
litzer anh Guggenheim Founda- Charley Gaines of World Broadcasting milk-dieting. ... Sheldon Stark, 


who recently went ta WXYZ, Detroit, to write in the King-Trendle factory 
got the news Saturday from his wife... . it’s a girl.... 

McNally and Ryan televize for NBC tonight ... Helen Bennett is vice- 
postmaster on Westinghouse Expo radio show ... which means assistant 
emcee .. . Johnny Johnstone, WOR, off to England today on Queen Mary 
to return on Mauretania for dear old special events and ff. ... Ed East 
too busy with several programs so giving up Westchester Country club 
to live in Manhattan again .. . Jean Paul King back from Florida living 
on his cruiser in Long Island sound . . . New York visitors include Wil- 
liam Winter of WBT, Charlotte. 

Dorothy Parker and Donald Ogden Stewart guest Friday night (9) on 
‘Author, Author’ over Mutual... ‘Hawaii Calls,’ short-waved from 
KGMB, Honolulu, is again picked up by Mutual beginning June 24... 
Helen Brooks, legiter, this week joined the cast of ‘John’s Other Wife’ 
over NBC red... Elliott Roosevelt will be the only radio commentator 
to attend the White House reception and the Hyde Park party for King 
George and Queen Mary—he says he has an ‘in.’ 

‘Musical Steelmakers’ troupe will air tkeir final show of the season 
June 25 from New York and will also participate in West Virginia day 
at the World’s Fair—sign-off program will originate in the Court of Peace 
on the Fair grounds, with 10,000 tickets being distributed ... Eddy 
Duchin will be the final band June 18 on ‘Show of the Week’ before it 
goes off Mutual for the summer... Dr. Charles M. Courboin will con- 
duct a summer course in organ-playing at Peabody Conservatory of 
Music, Baltimore. 

Mann Holiner, radio director for Lennen & Mitchell, who returned from 
Hollywood Monday (5) will himself produce the Sensation cigaret series 
with Larry Clinton. Program debuts on the NBC red (WEAF) link July 3 
...-Nora Stirling, the former Mary of Mary and Bob in the True Stories 
series, currently occupied with writing the ‘Meet Miss Judith’ serial for 
Stanco, acting in ‘Aunt Jenny’ (Lever Bros.) and helping Ed East to write 
and produce his new program. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Lud Gluskin set for the fall as Lifebuoy musical director ... Claire 
Trevor will be missing when ‘Big Town’ takes up its Fall stand... 
Grouch Club broadcast July 16 wil be from Hollywood Bowl, where 
25,000 coast grocers and their customers will see the program and supple- 
mental flesher. Believed first time network commercial airing al fresco 
from here .. . Lux takes its summer sabatical from July 10 to Sept. 11 
... Ted Jardine of Walter Thompson office called here by mother’s ill- 
ness ... Owen Crump directing shorts at Warners when not producing 
“Grouch Club’... Somebody is always partying the Chase & Sanborn 
cast. Last weekend it was Dorothy Lamour’s turn... Frank Morgan 
had a birthday, so he got a cake at the ‘Good News’ broadcast. John 
Nicholson of General Foods keeps tabs on all such ceremonials . .. Joe 
Parker, NBC director, took *< boys for plenty when Lou Nova smeared 
up Maxie Beer. Nova is his cousin ... That mustache Jerry Colonna 
sports is no prop ... Britishers mere in pictures and radio will give their 
King and Queen a radio salute June 11... Lloyd Yoder down from 
Frisco for weekend sesh with Headmen Niles Trammell and Don Gilman 
... Harry Anderson, former NBC coast sales chief, now with Barton 
Stebbins agency downtown ... Walter Tetley back east to needle his old 
boss, Fred Allen... Last “Gateway to Hollywood’ broadcast of current 
series will air from Des Moines, where RKO preems the winning kids’ 
picture, ‘Career’... Paul Rickenbacher getting out on the ocean on his 
vacash, the farther to get away from radio agents. 


IN CINCINNATI... 


Bill Schudt, WKRC’s headman, returned last week after fortnight at 
sickbed of his mother in N. Y. C.... Jame Allen Eastey, formerly of 
WBNS, Columbus, succeeds Jane Schraeder on WCPO's femme programs 
and as conductor of new street studio spelling bee series, on which she 
hands out pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters. Top daily prize is $1, 
which rides to jackpot if not won... Jim Shouse and Dewey Long to 
head teams in baseball clash at WLW Mail Bag Club’s annual picnic, 
June 10, expected to draw 1,500 members from 20 cities ... L. B. Wilson 
receiving praise letters because his chief engineer, Charles Topmiller, 
held up installation of a panel on the station’s new 50,000-watt transmitter 
until a wren hatched four eggs ... Bert Lahr’s pro turning point will 
be dramatized in Josef Cherniavsky’s ‘My Lucky Break’ show June 11 on 
WLW and Mutual. His part will be played by Ray Shannon... Lahr 
will come in on the program from Hollywood . .. W&XAL, Crosley’s short 


tions with a view to interesting 
either in making annual cash 
awards to encourage and rec- 
ognize superior radio writing. 

Radio, of course, did not exist 
when Pulitzer set up his awards 
to stage, book and newsprint. 


BRISTOL-MYERS 
SUMMER DUAL 








Bristol-Myers will double up its 
two NBC shows in the Wednesday 
spot (9-10 p.m.) for 13 weeks start- 
ing duly 5. The summer filler-inner 
for Fred Allen, ‘What’s My Name?’ 
will occupy the first half hour in be- 
half of Ipana, Sal Hepatica and 
Minutrub ,and the second half will 
be taken over by ‘For Men Only’ 
(Vitalis). Latter stanza is currently 
on Tuesday nighis. 

Account has an option for a half 
hour into which ‘Men Only’ could 
move this fail with both NBC and 
Columbia. At present the show has 
‘Information, Please’ and the Dick 
Powell-Parkyakarkas-Martha Raye 
combination as opposition and the 
sponsor doesn’t want to return to 
this situation. 





Phitp Merris Programs, 
Columbia and Mutual, 
Frem Same CBS Studio 


‘Breezing Along,’ the Philip Mor- 
ris 8-io-8:30 Friday night series over 
Mutual, will move to the Columbia 
Playhouse, N. Y., beginning June 
30. At the same time, the same 
sponsor's ‘Johnny Presents’ series 
8:30-to-9 Saturday nights over CBS 
will be shifted forward a night and 
will originate right after ‘Breezin.’ 
Thus both the Mutual and CBS 
stanzas will originate in the Co- 
lumbia playhouse, airing on succes- 
sive half-hours, but over different 
networks. 


Both programs are variety shows 
and use virtually the same casts, 
with Johnny Green’s orchestra. 

Philip Morris also bankrolis a 
Tuesday night show over NBC, but 
that will remain as is. Biow is the 
agency. 











Rabereid Ce. are now participat- 
ing with other sponsors in Radio 
Normandy’s ‘Country Home Hour.’ 
Product advertised is Pluvex Roof 
Felting, and agency who placed the 





around the country. 


contracts is F. E. Potter, Ltd. wave international station, will increase from 10,000 to 50,000 watts late 





Lever Records of CBS Programs 
Off McClatchy; WMT's Special Status 


this year ... Milton Bacon, WCKY commentator, is quoted in the June 
issue of Readers Digest. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Pat Flanagan this month marks his 17th year in radio and his 11th as 
special announcer with WBBM .. . Clifton Utley is going on WBBM as 
commentator on world affairs, filling in for Carroll Binder, Chi Daily 
News foreign ed., who is recouping from serious operation ... Robert 








Because of the stiff objections in- 
terposed by Columbia, Lever Bros. 
has abandoned the idea of placing 
dise versions of some of its CBS 
shows on KFBK, the 
Group’s Sacramento outlet which is 
affiliated with NBC. Another soap 
combine, Colgate-Palmolive-Peet, is 
carrying three of its CBS programs 
on WMT, Waterloo, also an NBC af- 
filiate, despite a similar case of 
frowning on Columbia’s part. The 
trio, all cleared through Benton & 
Bowles, are Myrt 'n’ Marge, ‘Pretiy 
Kitty Kelly’ and ‘Hill Ton House.’ 

Lever Bros. elected noi to take a 
chance on a law suit. Palmolive, it 
is understood, has been idemnified 
against any such possible liiigation 
by the Cowles family, which oper- 
ates the Iowa Broadcasting Sysiem 
and other stations. NBC’s contract 
on WMT has a year to go, but it is 
reported that the Cowles family has 
signatured an affiliation contract, ef- 








McClatchy | 


Gould is the pseudonym Kastor agency radio department head Robert 
Jennings iS using as co-author of the ‘Knickerbocker Playhouse’ scripts 
++: Eddie Chase conducting a new quiz show over WAAF in conjunction 
| with Riverview park, using the midway crowds as participants and au- 
dience . . . John McCormick, WBBM announcer, will fly a plane in the 
closed course race for stock planes in the Air Show at Curtiss Airport on 
June 25 .. . WCFL reached a new commercial high last week with a total 
of 73 commercials on the station . .. Now 63.8% commercial, and carry- 
ing 23.4% of individually produced sustainers and 12.8% of sustaining 
entertainment supplied by NBC... Sid Strotz and Harry Kopf, NBC 
central division g.m. and sales manager, respectively, to St. Louis on biz 
WHER <6 « Tom Hargis, nvusical show director for NBC, headed for Texas 
vacash . . - Bill Drips, NBC director of agriculture, spread a barbecue 
for the National Farm and Home Hour staff ... Gene Rouse had his ap- 
pendix yanked ... Arthur Church came in from K. C. to toss a party 
with Blackett-Sample-Hummert and General Mills for the opening of the 
‘Carolina’s Golden Store’ show. 


Frances Farmer set as guester on the ‘Knickerbocker Playhouse’ show 
for Teel on Columbia web June 18. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Vivian Della Chiesa will answer Ira Blue’s questions on a KPO ‘Let's 
Listen’ interview next week when she ups from Hollywood to sing in “The 
Gypsy Baron’ with John Charles Thomas at the Curran ... Glenhail 
Taylor of Young & Rubicam in town for several days last week to help 


NBC agreement. McClatchy denies 
the report that it has worked out a 
similar proposition with CBS as af- 
fecting KFBK. 

‘“Gentiemen’s Agreement’? 

NBC and CBS have, according to 
the impression in the trade, a gentle- 
man’s agreement they will not feed 
commercial programs to the affiliate 
of the other; nor will they allow one 
of their affiliates to broadcast the 
other web’s shows. This theory of 
network identity between them had 
been kept intact until the WMT- 
Palmolive deal. 

Lever Bros. is considering going 
in for a big spot campaign this fall 
to supplement its CBS coverage. It 
would prefer using disc versions of 
its network shows but the problem 
facing the account is how to avoid 
having to broadcast such transcribed | 
programs two or three weeks after 
their live network version. Palm- 
olive last year dropped its spot list 











fective with the expiration of the 


because it found that this sort of 


; pick winner of local hobby show ro- 
lag didn’t produce click results. y show for appearance on Hobby Lobby P 


gram 
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Chain Income from Time Sales 




















1939 1938 1937 1936 
See nes aed - $4,033,900 $3,793,516 $3,541,999 $2,681,815 
(eee ee 3,748,695 3,498,053 3,295,782 2,714,300 
EES “Gv eS cacsbecees 4,170,856 3,806,831 3,614,283 3,037,883 
WS Gas seca ccs eeut 3,560,984 3,310,505 3,277,837 2,741,928 
BO Sviecéis wewebes 3,702,102 3,414,200 3;214,819 2,561,720 
Total . $19,216,487 $17,823,105 $16,944,720 $13,737,646 
1939 1983 1937 1936 
TT Tee $2,674,057 $2,879,945 $2,378,620 $1,901,023 
rrr re 2,541,542 2,680,335 2,264,317 1,909,146 
Ae re 2,925,684 3,034,317 2,559,716 1,172,382 
pO err ee 2,854,026 2,424,186 2,563,478 1,950,939 
aero 3,063,329 2,442,283 2,560,558 1,749,517 
Wotel bavi csiiiai $14,058,638 $23,461,060 $12,326,689 $8,683,007 
1939 1938 1937 

POE 6. iamienensievesys $315,078 $269,894 $213,748 

reer ry 276,605 253,250 231,286 

EE errr reer re err 306.976 232,877 247,421 

a eee ee err Pere Pe 262,626 189,545 200,134 

ee re ee rere Pree 234,764 194,201 154,633 

. eee eeankebasan $1,396,049 $1,139,767 $1,047,222 














CBS’ May Gross Zooms to New High: 
NBC Up 47% on Month, Mutual 227, 


Columbia’s time billings for May 
not only set a new monthly high for 
the network but shot the total (for 
the year) ahead of 1938, same time. 
Gross last month was $3,063,329, or 
25.4% better than it had been for 
May, 1938. Compared to the first 
five months of 1938, this year’s tally 
to date is 44% better. CBS has been 
behind 1938 in gross until now. 


NBC’s turnover for May was $3,- 
702,102, a comparative tilt of 8.4%, 
while Mutual did $234,764, or 20.9% 
above the May ’38 gross. 


Previous monthly top struck by 
CBS was in March, 1938, after which 
there was a monthly decline that 
didn’t end until April of this year. 
NBC has maintained its monthly plus 
Status for 18 consecutive lunar pe- 
riods. For the initial five months 
of this year NBC is up 7.8% over the 
like stretch of 1938. Mutual’s com- 
parative advantage is 22.5%. Colum- 
bia estimates that by Oct. 1 its ac- 
cumulative gross will be at least 
25% ahead of last year’s. 

CBS also widened its margin over 
the NBC red (WEAF) link. Break- 
down of the May gross credits 
$2,886,517 to the red and $815,585 to 
the blue (WJZ) network. 


LUDLUM, CONRAD WEST 
ON STANCO AFFAIRS 


Stuart Ludlum, radio director of 
McCann-Erickson, has gone out to 
Hollywood to look into a prospective 
daytime network show, and Frank 
Conrad, the agency’s time buyer, 
leaves July 20 for the same territory 
to make a series of calls in connec- 
tion with Stanco’s present spot cam- 
paign. Ludlum’s errand also affects 
Stanco. 


Conrad will remain for about 10 
days, 











ERNEST CUTTING ON OWN 


Ed Kirkeby, Bob Kerr, Charles 
Kinney Associated With Him 








Ernest Cutting, formerly auditions 
director and talent scout for NBC, 
has gone into business for himself. 
It's a combination of freelance 
Coaching and talent selling. Most of 
his mentoring will be based on sam- 
Ple recording sent in by aspirants. 

Ed Kirkaby, Bob Kerr and 
Charles Kinney will be associated 
with him in the project. 





WHAM and WHEC, Rochester, 
N. Y., laid off staff orchestras for 
June, July and August, 





Joe E. Brown Stays On 


Hollywood, June 6. 
General Foods (Post Toasties) re- 
newed Joe E. Brown for another 


cycle and the comedy program 
stays on the air through the sum- 
mer. 

Quarterly option dates from June 
29. 





STATIONS GETTING 
BIG oPOT BREAK 


Unusual to Start This Early 


Morse International Now 
Touring Country Leoking 
for Local Programs 


—_——_ 


VARIED POLICY 





Coming fall should be big for spot 
broadcasting, as well as network, if 
the campaign which Vick Chemical 
Co. is projecting can be taken as ar 
index. Vick will spend around 
$400,000 this fall and winter on 98 
stations for a wide assortment of 
local material. The campaign is 
slated to start the last week in Sep- 
tember, and rates as. the biggest 
seasonal appropriation for spot since 


ness. 


Vick’s spot splash will cover all 
sections of the country and operate 
on a flexible schedule. George Dur- 
ham, of the Morse International 
Agency, is now out in the field lin- 
ing up programs. His selections will 
depend on the times and programs 
available, and there may be as many 
as four different types of programs 
under Vick auspices on the same sia- 
tion. 

The number of times per day will 
range between three and 12. The 
major choice in many spots will be 
news programs, weather reports and 
women’s participation sessions. 





Noel Coward will broadcast June 
6 in fanciful program concerning an- 
nual Theatrical Garden Party, and 
is assisting script writer Leslie 
Baily in readying the show. 





—George Durham of} 


the heydey of the Chevrolet busi- 


VICK’S 400 GS FOR LOCALS 








Shop Talk Twist 





Pat Weaver, American To- 
bacco advertising exec, is re- 
sponsible for the following bit 
of advice: 

‘Tf your laundry comes back 
and the identification mark is 
higher than 4.9 don’t throw it 
away.” 


CBS ABANDONS 
HOLLYWOOD 
FEE 


Line charge for shows originating 
in Hollywood is being dropped by 
CBS, effective July 3. With this 
change in policy pickups can now 
be made from any of the four major 
originating points without any added 
cost, 

Rate for Hollywood pickups was 
$150 per hour, $90 for a half hour, 
$60 for a 15-minute program and 
half these charges for rebroadcasts. 


Mars Candy Shifting 


Chicago, June 6. 
| Mars candy show, Dr. I. Q. shifts 
from NBC blue to NBC red on Aug. 
28 with a 56-station chain. 

Also: meves time to 8 p.m., CDST. 
Grant advertising agency here han- 
dling the account. 








} 

















There’s one class of prospective 
radio advertiser about which net- 
work sales promotioners show 
searcely a glimmer of interest. It’s 
‘travel and hotels. Ask the statistics 
and chart jugglers, ‘How come that 
out of the billions spent by the 
American public for transportation 
and hotels radio can’t show but a 
crumb or two?’ and the reply will 
likely be a yawn plus a ‘So what?’ 
Further pressure on this point and 
the inquirer will hear, ‘It’s just that 
we're not in the market for due 
bills. These sources haven't any 
real money for advertising. Local 
station men like to get around, and 
so they’re welcome to all the I1.0.U. 
paper around.’ 

Aside from the due bill angle the 
hotels enjoy a unique position in the 
advertising field. Why should they 
pay per card rate when they get 
millions of dollars worth of free 
ballyhoo a year, and from radio. 
All they have to do is install a name 
or near-name band in one of their 
dining rooms, book it through an 
office that is affiliated with a net- 
work and they get a hookup that as 
frequently as not plugs their hos- 
telry from Coast to Coast. 

Station men who travel much and 
like to spend their winters down 
south make it a point to find 4 spot 
on their schedules for some of these 
barter accounts. About the only 
American hotel that ever con- 
tributed appreciable coin to broad- 
casting was the Palmer Howse of 
Chicago when it occupied a 19- 
station hookup on the NBC blue 











(WJZ) for 13 weeks in 1933 and an- 
other 17 weeks in 1934 to get the 
attention of prospective visitors to 
the Chicago World’s Fair. The 
gross billing on this flier was $144,- 
151. In 1928, the Statler Hotels went 





N. Y. Hotels Plea 


New York Hotel Men’s Associa- 
tion isn’t getting much encour- 
agement from the major stations 
in N. Y. area in its plea for aid 
to overcome the bad publicity 
the local hostelries have re- 
ceived on the matter of rate rais- 
ing because of the World’s Pair. 
They have asked for free time 
on the basis that it would be a 
public service, but the broad- 
casters, can’t see wherein such 
contributions would serve to 
boost attendance at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair. 

One of the stations approached 
suggested that the hotelmen try 
to place their story with the 
press associations and that as a 
news item the _ broadcasters 
would be glad to carry it. 

Fact is the New York hotels 
have doubled and tripled their 
rates. 














a eR END see Sone se 
on NBC for singleton and spent 
$3,235. 

As for radio income from the rail- 
roads, it’s not any bigger or better 
with the succeeding years. Broad- 





casting’s only bigtime spender in 


BUREAU OF MISSING BUSINESS 


This department takes up the question of various types of advertising which, for one reason 
or another, usually offer more or less resistance to radio solicitation. 
thought on these matters, to provoke exchange of comment. sters 
erally are invited to unburden themselves on any subject introduced or they may, if they wish, intro- 
‘duce subjects not yet touched by VARIETY. 

As far as practical, Variety will summarize what seem to be the salient facts of trade expe- 
rience. Occasionally concrete proposals will be suggested. The main. idea is, like a chairman of a 
meeting, to outline the question and throw it open to general discussion. 


NO. 8—TRAVEL AND HOTELS 


Variety seeks to stimulate 


Sales managers and broadcasters gen- 


+ 


this field, and that’s in terms of 1930, 
was the Great Northern Railroad. 
It was with NBC for three consecu- 
| tive seasons, ending June, 1931, going 
from $191,280 in '29 to $145,701 in 
30 and $104,485 in 1931. Llinois 
Central had a nine-station hookup 
in 1936-37. There have been others 
since then, but the finaneial condi- 
tions.of the country’s railroads being 
what they are, the count per cam- 
paign has ranged from $1,200 to 
$7,000. The same applies to winter 
and summer cruise underwriters, as 
far as expenditures are concerned. 
The New York, New Haven and 
Hartford now is using some spot 
blurbs for travel to the New York 
Fair and the Union Pacific is spon- 
soring Carveth Wells to whoop up 
tours to San Francisco. 

Occasionally a foreign govern- 
ment has turned to American radio 
to help it wheedle the tourist trade, 
but only in one instance, Mexico, 
has such participation figured for 
much. In 1935, NBC’s billings to 
the Mexican government for a 13- 
week campaign came to $28,160. 

In and outers of the same fra- 
ternity are the regional chamber 
groups who have the summer vaca- 
tionist as their seasonal quarries. 
They’re heard of one year and not 
again for the next two or three. Of 
the more active glorifiers of local 
scenic beauties in the east there are 
the New England Council and the 
Maine Development Commission. 
Other states that do more or less 
seasonal spending in this direction 
are Minnesota, Wisconsin and Penn- 
sylvania. 














NBC Transcription Division Will 
Quicken Pace in Anticipation 
| Of Spot Spurt; A Web Recruiter 


¥ 


Expansion plans for its transcrip- 
tion division are under consideration 
by NBC. One move in that direc- 
tion will be the addition of several 
salesmen, 

Network is confident that a boom 
in spot business of the transcription 
variety is on the way. It also feets 
that by constantly drumming after 
this type of business it insures itself 
of a reservoir of future network 
customers. 

According to the NBC viewpoint 
the nurturing process in radio is as 
important today as it was eight years 
ago. NBC believes that instead of 
confining its energies to snagging 
present network clients it must go 
after new prospects. Prevail upon 
the latter to try radio by way of the 
transcription route and if the spot 
campaign shows results then try to 
sell them on expanding their broad- 
casting participation to a network, 


NBC, CBS, WOR 
SURVEY AREA 


NBC, CBS and WOR Newark, 
have each been furnished with a 
copy of the findings made by Hoop- 
er-Holmes, Inc., research organiza- 
tion, in a personal interview study 
conducted in 19 metropolitan New 
York counties during the third week 
of April. The probe, which involved 
the roster method—home set owners 
being asked to check off the pro- 
grams they had listened to, was 
confined to the morning stretch, 6 
a.m, to 1 p.m. 

Summary disclosed that 56% of 
12,100 families interviewed had their 
sets tuned in some time during the 
mornings of this particular week. 
Also that the major audiences were 
drawn by the early a.m. news pe- 
riods over WOR and WABC. The 
ratings of the four stations concerned, 
which included NBC’s WEAF and 
WJZ, varied with the particular 
quarter-hour periods of the morn- 
ing. 

Interviewers also inquired to the 
telephone and automobile ownership 
and found that 41% of these families 
had sets installed in their cars. 
NBC’s share of the survey bill was 
half because of its two stations, 
while the other 50% was split be- 
tween Columbia and WOR. 


‘Big Town’ Layoff July 4 
Coincides With Robinson 
Pix Hiatus; Trevor Pact Up 


Summer folding of ‘Big Town’ 
(Lever Bros’) has been moved for- 
ward to July 4 at Edward G. Robin- 
son’s request. The Metro studio has 
assured him that it will finish up 
with his present production, ‘Black- 
mail,’ by July 7 and he wants to be 
free to take an immediate vacation. 
Show will be back on CBS Sept. 19. 
Date originally set for its bowout 
was July 18. . 

Robinson’s new contract with the 
soap account raises him to $6,000 a 
week. Negotiations are still on for 
a new termer with Claire Trevor. 

















Al Williamson Resigns 


Chicago, June 6. 

Al Williamson has resigned from 
the Tom Fizdale publicity organiza- 
tion. He had been with the pub- 
licity outfit in charge of the midwest 
division for the past 18 months, 

Previously had been assistant to 
publisher of Minneapolis Star, and 
before that had established himself 
in radio as director of publicity for 
NEC in the midwest for nine years. 

Williamson now considering a cou- 
ple of new connections, but first goes 
on a short vacash. 
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Parental Comment On Kid Programs 


(2nd Group of Cities) 





Further tabulations in VARiETy’s survey of parental 
reaction to sponsored radio programs are presented 
herewith. Taken together with the samples published 
in the last issue and the samples to be published in next 
week’s issue, the material provides a provocative com- 
yversial issue of what little 


mentary upon the contr 


Rollo and little Buttercup listen to, 

Comment on the survey itself, either in its implica- 
tions or its methodology, is invited. 
A printed questionnaire form was employed. Distri- 
Parent-teacher 


clubs, church groups, etc., were ap- 


bution was made by personal contact. 
councils, women’s 
proached, All respondents were identified as parents. 

VARIETY will add its own interpretation to the data 
when the final tabulations are complete, at which time 
totals and conclusions will be indicated. 


Louisville, Ky. 


PARENTS’ OPINIONS OF PROGRAMS 


(Listed as Appearing in Questionnarre) 











Dis- 
Approve approve 

‘Jack Armstrong’.......++ee+. 56 0 
‘Lone Ranger’....... eT TT Te 5 
Dick Tiaey isos. rdadeackes 7 
“opeees FlOrnet’ wks cisivcees, WW 3 
‘Don Winslow of Navy’....... 42 1 
‘Little Orphan Annie’......... 51 2 
yo Bt a re ... 44 0 
TE TURES oo aa secccecccsce 49 26 
Yes Ne 

Children Write to Program 29 32 

Parents’ Purchases x ssoaeate 

by Children. . , 27 40 


QUOTATIONS 


‘Too many programs portraying acts of gangsters and 
crooks. Through these stories they attain a glamour in the 
child’s mind. The fact that the crook is always caught does 
not impress the child.’ 





(Boy, 10.) 


‘My attitude on rddio generally is that there is too little 
well-written material, and most of the serials resemble the 
dime novels of the past. The only difference is that the 
children of today do not have to be secretive about hearing 
the thrillers.’ 


(Two boys, over 10.) 


‘I feel there should be as much thought given to radio pro- 
grams as to courses in public schools,’ 
(One girl, over 10.) 


‘Radio draws children from study and concentration on 
small tasks. Very distracting and parents are obliged to 
curtail time spent by children listening to radio.’ 

(Two boys, one girl.) 


ADULT SHOWS TUNED IN BY CHILDREN 


dack Benny. ..<ccscs 14 JOR PENNE, 22 cccccse 
Eddie Cantor........ 9 ‘Cavalcade America’, ; 
Benes CHOsee i ccc si cce 7 ‘Death Valley Days’.. 4 
BAM. chovins asus tees PRR. Burns & Allen....... 3 
Charlie McCarthy... 6 Al POS ciccccisecs 3 
Major Bowes......... 6 Scattered ........... 44 
Kay Kyser......... . = 





Salisbury, N. C. 


PARENTS’ OPINIONS OF PROGRAMS 


(Listed as Appearing in Questionnaire) 








Dis- 
Approve approve 

‘Jack Armstrong’..........+-. 16 13 

A RE ai p'h oss 440008 ron 10 

EE BOOT a ¥i.04 vo tvscedss —— 6 

‘Green Hornet’...... hang oo a ee 8 

‘Don Winslow of Navy’....... 9 6 

‘Little Orphan Annie’......... 24 8 

Peete WIRE cvccsvcvcscense 3 

‘Gang Busters’..........+---. 18 12 

Yes No 

Children Write to Program.... 20 15 
Parents’ Purchases Influenced 

by Children.cecccecseeeees V7 21 





| hood.’ 








QUOTATIONS 


‘I think, personally, that the radio programs for chiluren 
are a boon to the modern mother, I know they are much 
more interested in the serials and stories than in my own 
feeble attempis to ‘tell them a story.’ I’m right glad that 
strangers are willing to take some of the cares of parent- 





(Girl, 11; boy, 4.) 
‘Since my daughter is only seven I don’t think she is 
greatly influenced by radio, Of course, I hear her running 
around singing “Three Little Fishies’ all the time, whereas I 
used to sing ‘London Bridge Is Falling Down.’ 
(One girl.) 


‘He likes ‘Gang Busters’ too well. His mother forbids his 
listening on the grounds that the engendered excitement 
keeps him awake... he has me do his writing. I should 
say that he makes such requests on an average of once a 
month.’ 

(One son, under 10.) 


‘She adores ‘Jturbi.” 
(Girl, over 10.) 


‘They even wanted me to buy a Duke Power incubator and 
raise chickens when they advertised that once.’ 
(Two boys, two girls.) 


‘My son ‘listens’ (or rather hears, I’m not sure that he 
listens) to various musical programs such as Russell MclIn- 
tire ... he’s definitely inclined to be musical, ..., I like 
‘Little Orphan Annie.’ 

(One son, over 10.) 


‘My two children are in high school group and are jitter- 
bugs. They care for nothing except t. be jittering around 
all the time. ... I'm afraid they don’t listen to any intelligent 
radio programs.. They listen to Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw, 
Hal Kemp, Jimmy Lunceford and stay up to all hours for 
various bands. I’m disgusted. .., I subconsciously ask .for 
Camels upon hearing endless repetitions of how swell they 
are.’ 

(Two children, over 10.) 


‘Can’t see any remarkable scars.’ 
(Two girls, under 10.) 
‘Important that we Americans do everything possible to 
keep radio clean, wholesome and healthy.’ 
(One boy, under 10.) 


‘Columbia school of the air splendid. Would like more 
programs of this type.’ 
(Four children.) 


‘Some of the programs are unfit for children, and in many 
cases even boring to adults.’ 
(Two children, over 10.) 


‘My youngest child is still in the grasp of ‘The Lone Ranger.’ 

. I don’t worry. ... My girl, aged 17, has a definite crush 
on Russell McIntire’s singing, but I suppose that’s a common 
situation around here... confidentially, I enjoy ‘The Lone 
Ranger’ as much as ‘Jack.’ 


(Three children.) 
‘Attitude—indifferent.’ 
(Three children.) 
‘She gets mopey over Kay Kyser,’ 
(Two girls, over 10.) 


ADULT SHOWS TUNED IN BY CHILDREN 


Jack Benny...... aves: an Charlie McCarihy.... 6 
Eddie Cantor. MOF BIO ccccsccss § 
Pes RM cisacvcccies:. ¥ BCRMSTOR ccccccccse 19 
Lux eene eee eevee eaee ene 7 


Milwaukee, Wise. 


PARENTS’ OPINIONS OF PROGRAMS 


(Listed as Appearing In Questionnaire) 


eeeeeee 7 














Dis- 
Approve approve 

“EGE” FATUOORTON « ¢ kb'cdcccssce 11 

"Rie. TREE ob iss ccucesonae. Oe 8 

EE. BUM Seed cedcdssiccis (EE 11 

SMO CROCE ccdctcocccseses ED 14 

‘Don Winslow of N a: Tere ae 5 

‘Little Orphan Annie’. ose ae 7 

‘Howie Wing’....... etacsacn: 5 

‘Gang Busters’....... ecsecces Be 32 

Yes No 

Children Write to Programs... 24 12 
Parents’ Purchases Influenced 

by Children..... sewsccsoss Ot 14 


QUOTATIONS 


‘Musically, radio is a great help to the growing child, but 
the trash accumulated for alleged ‘children’s programs’ 
should be barred.’ 





(Two children, under 10. 


‘My children enjoy the radio more than anything else in 
our lives. I think the radio teaches them a great many 
things they don’t learn in schools. They want nearly every- 
thing they hear advertised on the radio . . they write to 
nearly every one... keep them all on the air,’ 


(Two over 10, two under 10.) 


‘I find the children asking me to buy cereals which they 


don’t eat.’ 
(One boy, one girl.) 








— 


‘The radio gives my children new ideas on topics of dis. 
cussion at the present time. I believe that radio is one of 
the most essential articles in the home.’ , 

(Two children, over 10.) 


‘Yes, he writes ... pins and badges and books a racket 
when they have to send 10 cents because you can get most 
of the articles at the Five and Ten of much better quality.’ 

(One boy, under 10.) 


‘They hold up the supper hour for ‘Howie Wing.’ 
(Boy, 6; girl, 9.) 


‘No attitude—a program once over is soon forgotten.’ 
(Two girls, one boy.) 


‘Everything you hear nowadays is connectec with crime 
and war.’ 
(Four children.) 


‘Radio influences his play. I do not mind so long as he 
does not portray a crook of some kind.’ 
(One boy, under 10.) 


‘Good ... it keeps them off the streets.’ 


(Two boys.) 


‘My children’s favorite program is ‘Gang Busters,’ which 
should be taken off the air.’ 
(One girl, three boys.) 


‘I believe boys and girls should be outdoors more playing 
in the sunshine. ... ‘Jack Armstrong’ too much of a hero..., 
‘Green Hornet’ too deep for young people. 

(One girl, one boy.) 


‘We buy products to keep certain shows on the air. .«« 
‘Lone Ranger’ very good.’ 
(One girl, over 10.) 


‘I don’t think any of the programs now on the air, include 
ing the much-talked-about ‘Gang Busters,’ are outstanding 
enough to affect them in any way .. .they are old enough to 
realize the radio scripts have no relation to living people.’ 

(One boy, one girl.) 


‘I enjoy the kiddie programs as much as the adult pro- 
grams.’ 
(One girl, four boys.) 
‘If I happen to buy some product advertised over the radio 


I notice that much more of the food is eaten than usual.’ 
(Two boys, one girl.) 


ADULT SHOWS TUNED IN BY CHILDREN 


Jack Benny...ccrcere 24 ‘First Nighter’...... . 

EAE 4.06 cdesesnceutscs' OO og. Sr Perry ; 
Bod Wee s..cocccvese 8B... Tighe Out......0. . & 
Charlie McCarthy.... 12 Fred Allen......... ; < 
‘One Man’s Family’.. 10 - 2 Jee . 4 
Bune CLOGS ss cccccce eee . 19 





Spokane, Wash. 


PARENTS’ OPINION OF PROGRAMS 


(Listed as Appearing in Questionnaire) 











Dis- 
Approve approve 


‘Jack Armstrong’.....sesseee5. 9 1 
"SG PE 6 i.knceetersidca te 0 
HE, EE Naegtccetecdcaces.. & 3 
UD BT «044.4 b0nne ne ot): -. 4m 1 
‘Don Winslow of Navy’ cesebeeR 0 
‘Little Orphan Annie’......... 10 2 
"RIOWSG WIE scivcccocsccess 80 1 
“Gang Bustere’..c.cccccssseee 4 18 
Yer Ne 
Children Write to Program.... 7 7 
Parents’ Purchases Influenced 
by .Chldretscsecciasicveccé 8 & 


QUOTATIONS 


‘They always want the radio on. Sometimes it's all right, 
sometimes it’s too exciting. Then they will turn it off them- 


— es... . Always the impossible happening in ‘Little Orphan 
nnie.’ 





(One boy, one girl.) 


; ‘Likes ‘Dick Tracy,’ but forgets about it... girl likes 
Gang Busters’ and manages to hear it even though we shut 


the door. I know it’s bad for her nerves, but I know it talks 
and teaches against crime.’ 


(Girl, 11; baby, 2.) 


‘They will come in from play to listen to their favorite 
programs.’ 


(Two children.) 
‘Some very nice; others get on my nerves.’ 
(Two boys, one girl, over 10.) 


‘Prefer the children to listen to ‘The Aldrich Family’ on 
the Kate Smith hour.’ 


(Three girs one boy.) 


‘They pick up songs and sayings and some good informas 
tion. ‘Gang Busters’ N.G”’ 


(Two boys.) 


ADULT SHOWS TUNED IN BY CHILDREN 


Jack Benny.......... 6 
Fibber McGee....... 5 
Orson Welles........ 4 
Charlie McCarthy... 4 


‘One Man's Family’.. 4 
Major Bowes........ 

Myrt and Marge..... 3 
Scattered ...ceeoeees 39 
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FORESEE CUT IN 
CANADIAN SET 
COSTS 


Montreal, June 6, 


A substantial decrease in the price 
of radio receiving sets in Canada 
may follow as a result of the Gov- 
ernment investigation of the patent 
pool controlling radio manufactur- 
ing costs. Charges heard in the 
House of Commons during the cur- 
rent session were that the interna- 
tional patent pool took an unusually 
high toll, with result that costs of 
Canadian radio sets are from 100 to 
400% higher than similar sets in the 
United States. 


Canadian manufacturers contend 
that due to atmospheric conditions 
prevailing here, radio sets are built 
to more exacting engineering stand- 
ards, and must, therefore, be sold at 
higher prices. 

In reply to questions in the House 
of Commons the Canadian Minister 
of Finance intimated last week that 
recommendations of the Tariff Board 
for lower prices might be given 
favorable consideration shortly. 

Hon. W. D. Herridge, former Can- 
adian Minister to Washington, repre- 
sented Philco during the hearings 
before the Tariff Board. 








ROYALTY PACES RADIO 


Canadian Stations Under. Tension 
During King’s Visit 








Winnipeg, June 6. 

Passage of the King and Queen of 
England had everybody in a dither 
here. Radio stations particularly 
felt the tension operating as they did 
under extraordinary pressure and 
with innumerable remote pick-ups 
which are not too common in 
Dominion radio. Heavy rains didn’t 
make the task of CJRC and CKY 
any simpler, 

Radio schedules are also jumbled 
from day to day as programs come 
in from other points. Vast distances 
and other factors of inexperience in 
such matters affected the gigantic 
task of giving Royalty priority over 
everything. 

Theatres benefited some but not as 
much as expected from throngs that 
came here for a peep. 





Fast Work 
Regina, Sask., June 6. 
Arranging a national network in 
90 seconds was feat of Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. group headed by 
T. O. Wiklund for royal visit to 
Regina. Sudden shift necessitated 
by fact Their Majesties’ car speeded 
through city faster than schedule, 
arriving at the legislative buildings 
where national broadcast was to 
originate fully 25 minutes ahead of 
time. 
Urgent request resulted in clear- 
ing all lines in fast order. 





CKLW’s Quandary 
Detroit, June 6. 

Daylight sked at CKLW, located 
across the Detroit river in Windsor, 
Ont., is pretty out of sorts past few 
weeks, with station making every 
effort to give its Canadian audience 
every special broadcast of King 
George and Queen Elizabeth's visit 
through the Dominion. 

. If local show is skedded at time of 
&@ special program, it’s shifted to 
nearest time after Royal broadcast. 
In addition, station airs hour of 
transcribed broadcasts of Royal visit 
at 10 p.m. nightly. Plans several air- 
ings today (6) during Royalty’s 
short stay in Windsor. 


Mexico’s 87th Station 


Mexico City, June 6. 
Number of active Mexican com- 
mercial radio stations has been in- 
creased to 87 with inauguration of 
XFAD in Aguascalientes City, key 
central industrial and railroad town. 
Owner is Alejandro Diaz. 











| 
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¥, 


Hearty Welcome 





Regina, Sask., June 6. 

British calm and emotional 
control was beautifully im- 
‘pressed on Ernie Strong, CKCK 
engineer, last week when he 
took up his position to help 
broadcast from a building over- 
looking the Royal train that was 
passing through. Also to the 
roof came a_ Sergeant-Major 
named Beveridge to hoist the 
royal standard, traditional with 
the arrival of Majesty. 

Engineer and army man pres- 
ently recognized each other as 
from Douai Ridge, France, Octo- 
ber, 1918. 

‘Gosh,’ began the radio en- 
gineer, getting exicted. 

‘Fawncy meeting you heah!’ 
replied the Briton as he turned 
to the business of hanging out 
the standard. 


JAPAN OPENS 
STUDIO BLDG. 


Tokyo, May 20. 

JOAK Broadcasting Corporation 
of Japan moved into its new six- 
storied building on May 12 in Tokyo. 
Cost around $1,300,000. The over- 
seas section was the first to go on 
the air. Air-conditioned, and con- 
tains 16 studios, the main studio hav- 
ing accommodations for a chorus of 
1,000 voices, accompanied by an or- 
chestra of 100 pieces. 

First greetings from abroad in con- 
nection with opening came from Ber- 
lin and Rome, while on the night of 
the 14th the National Broadcasting 
Co. of America sent over xylophone 
solos played by Yoichiro Hiraoka, 
and the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- | 
tem transmitting from Hollywood 
light music by Harry Simeones’ or- 
chestra and tap dancing by a Los 
Angeles night club performer. Lon- 
don transmitted congratulations on 
May 15, with the BBC Empire or- 
chestra playing ‘Pomp and Circum- 
stance’. 

Twelve of the studios are to be 
used for regular broadcasts, three for 
broadcasts of records and recorded 
programs and one for special sound 
effects. Included is a special stu- 
dio in Japanese style for broadcast- 
ing special Japanese musical pro- 
grams. The main studios have 
spectators’ galleries. 


London Calling 


























Annual Theatrical Garden Party 





in aid of the Actors’ Orphanage be- 


ing telivized for first time, June 6. | 


| 





BBC programs for Latin America | 
will be increased from July 3, when 
three hours of broadcasting will be | 
given daily in Spanish and Portu- | 
gese. Programs include news in} 
both languages, with talks, music | 
and general entertainment, and are 
sent by GSO and GSC on 19 and 31 | 
metres 





H. R. Cummings spotted as Over-. 
seas Public Relations Officer at) 
BBC, and will be liaison man for | 
listeners in Europe and elsewhere | 
who take the foreign news service. | 





Spottiswoode, Dixon & Hunting 
has placed a series of Friday morn- 
ing quarter hours on Radio Nor- 
mandy for Livaclean Health Salt. 





Lord & Thomas and Len Urry 
signed Carroll Levis for another 
year’s broadcast with Quaker Oats, 
making third consecutive year, with | 
Levis getting biggest coin ever paid | 
to any local star. Broadcast via | 
Radios Normandy, Luxembourg and | 
Lyons. | 





i 
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St. James Balm, placed by Smith's 
Advertising Agency, is new Nor- 
mandy account. 





English sponsored radio products 


| Pins). 
‘for one hour at 9 o’clock every eve- 


‘callers to 


STANDARD BRANDS 
NOT PLEASED 


Latter Has Been Spending 
$400,000 in Radio Adver- 
tising But Doesn’t Fancy 
Constantly Tighter Re- 
strictions 





BEER MAY SCRAM 





Montreal, June 6. 
Standard Brand’s (J. Walter 
Thompson Agency) fall radio appro- 
priations will depend largely on the 
attitude of the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. towards commercial copy. 


Standard Brands was spending at 
the rate of $400,000 annually in radio 
in Canada on French and English 
programs at one time last year. 


Magic Baking Powder dropped 
radio last season due to stringent 
regulations which even forbade 
mention that product contained no 
alum. Of the three remaining Stand- 
ard Brands radio programs, Chase & 
Sanborn, Tenderleaf Tea and 
Fleischmann’s Yeast, reports are that 
one may yet be dropped. 


Understanding is that Department 
of Health has but recently discovered 
that the commercials on Fleisch- 
mann’s Yeast (Dr. Stidger) are now 
coming from the American side, and 
has asked that copy be submitted to 
them for approval. General under- 
standing was that commercials ema- 
nating from NBC were automatically 
okay with the CBC, but Department 
seems to think otherwise. 


While not unduly severe, Health 
Department officials desire some 
changes in copy which would mean 
that the Fleischmann commercials on 
the American stations would have to 
be patterned along lines determined 
in Canada. 

Should sponsors refuse to color 
copy for American use on account of 
Canadian coverage Fleischmann’s 
may go off radio in Canada. 

‘Family’ is Popular 

Considered likely that Tenderleaf 
Tea will be renewed in fall since dis- 
continuation for summer months 
brings more complaints from follow- 
ers of ‘One Man’s Family’ than any 


| other program on the air here. 


Beer sponsors are also mulling 
chances of return to radio, but con- 
sider limitation of commercials to 
sponsor-identification too great a 
handicap on musical shows. Uncer- 
tain yet if two musicals, ‘Tonight at 
Eight’ (English) and ‘Fridolin’ 
(French) will be back on the air this 
fall. 


Meeting of Governors of the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. at Banff in 
a few weeks may bring some modi- 
fication in regulations governing 
beer programs. But sponsors are 
understood unwilling to use musical 
shows unless given some leeway in 
mention of product. 


Advertising appropriations 
switched from radio to newspapers 
and magazines last season due to dis- 
agreement over CBC copy censor- 
ship are reported very effective by 
agencies here. Periodicals are cred- 
ited doing good selling job on Magic 
Baking Powder because of freedom 


|in writing advertising copy. 





It will carry IBC programs 


ning, including Sundays. Attention- 
Radio Mediterranean 
broadcasts are given in daily an- 
nouncements from Normandy 





Bearing a banner trailer, a plane 
flew over Epsom Downs Derby Day. 


The slogan on the banner read ‘Al- | 


ways a Winner—Radio Normandy.’ 
IBC have gone in quite heavily for 
ballyhoo stunts. 





Two additional participating spon- 


‘are now being given the peak listen-/| sors, in Radio Normandy’s ‘Coun- 


COPY CURBS CRAMP CANADA 





Washington, June 6. _ , 
Reconsideration of the FCC’s sud- | 
denly-adopted new rules governing 
international broadcasting is uni- | 
versally expected, following squawks | 
from the industry, press reprimands, 
and Congressional displeasure. For- | 
mal hearing will be sought by at 
least one member, with changes in| 
the requirements about ‘cultural’ | 
programs probable. 
Complaints about back-handed | 
censorship and dictation were laid 
before the regulators in official 
fashion Monday (5) when Neville 
Miller, president of NAB, challenged 
the Commission’s authority to spec- 
ify what can be DX-ed to foreign 
listeners and called attention ‘to 
probable difficulties in administer- 
ing the rules. To say nothing of op- 
erating a short-wave plant. Previ- 
ously Congressman Clarence J. Mc- 
Cleod, Michigan Republican, de- 
clared President Roosevelt should 
demand resignations of every mem- 
ber. 


While the rules officially were 
adopted without dissent, the reaction 
throughout the country was so hos- 
tile there was no doubt a reconsid- 
eration motion will be offered. Sev- 
eral members had their fingers 
crossed when the show-down oc- 
curred, and Commissioner T. A. M. 
Craven, according to the official 
minutes, demurred when the pro- 
posals were first debated, although 
he did not attempt to explain his 
feeling publicly. 

With Congress likely to give the 
FCC another going-over' before 
loosening the grip on the bankroll 
and furnishing money for operations 
in the year opening July 1, indus- 
try outposts reported there is no 
doubt the Miller request will be 
granted. Otherwise, the airwave 
cops are likely to be tossed around 
roughly—possibly endangering their 
appropriation—when the lawmakers 
take up the matter of writing a 
check for 1940. 

Very Outspoken 

Surprisingly outspoken in view of 
the trade body’s prior inclination to 
kow-tow, the NAB head declared 
that after thorough study ‘we have 
been unable to find u legal basis for 
the regulations’ laying down the pro- 
gram standards.’ In the first official 
move to contest the regulators’ 
power to prescribe program content, 
Miller directed attention to the anti- 
censorship provisions (Section 326) 
of the Communications act and 
voiced alarm about the course which 
the Commish is following. 


‘If the Commission has the au- 
thority to promulgate this character 
of regulation in the international 
field, it must have equal authority 
with respect to domestic broadcast- 
ing, as the same provisions of the 
law govern both classifications, Mil- 
le. told Chairman Frank R. McNinch. 
‘I’ licensees of international broad- 
cast siations can be required to re- 
strict their programs to any regula- 
tory authority’s concept of American 
culture, it would seem clear that the 
licensees of domestic broadcasting 
stations could be required to limit 
their programs to some ‘official’ defi- 











| nition of culture, education, and en- 
tertainment. 


‘That this would constitute a vio- | 
'lent transgression of the basic prin- | 
ciples of American democracy is self- | 
;evident. We further submit that the | 
_ proposed regulations would establish | 
_the precedent for such transgression 
| and surely no such dangerous pre- | 
|rogative is contemplated by the | 
| Communications Act of. 1934 and is | 
jin direct conflict with Section 326) 


‘of the Act...’ | 
| Under the regulations as an- 
nounced and _ strictly interpreted, | 


| broadcasters would be obliged to! 

deny their international ‘acilities to 
| any minority spokesmen differing 
_with party in power, Miller pointed 
_ out. Because the disagreement would | 





Rules on: Int Broadcasting 
Widely Criticized in America: 


FCC Likely to Reconsider 


The VU. S. short-wavers are popular 
abroad, he observed, because they 
deliver ‘unbiased and uncensored 
news,’ in contrast to the controlled 
radio outlets of virtually every other 
nation. 

Jams Up Uncle Sam 


Embarrassment to the govern- 
ment was feared. Miller observed 
that the State Department in the 
past has washed its hands of respon- 
sibility whenever foreigners have 
been displeased by printed or broad- 
cast remarks. If the federal authori- 
ties are going to dictate what is said 
in the future they will have to bend 
the knee to irate governments if of- 
fense is taken. He construed the 
regulations as obligating the govern- 
ment to assume ‘official responsibil- 
ity for all matter broadcast over in- 
ternational stations’ if the rules are 
not altered. 


In the wake of newspaper com- 
plaints, the Congressional repercus- 
sion was believed likely to be se- 
rious. Before the end of the month, 
the Commish will be on the spot 
again, since no appropriation has 
been made for financing operations 
beyond June 30. When a supply bill 
is brought up, it is probable the 
criticism over the international rules 
will be echoed either in committee 
or on the floor. 


Demanding resignation of all 
members, McCleod flayed the FCC’s 
roundabout moves to establish a 
radio censorship and termed the re- 
quirement that DX-ers must air only 
cultural programs ‘a brazen attempt 
to say what shall or shall not be 
broadcast.’ Under the 1934 law, the 
sole duty of the regulators, the Mich- 
igan member averred, is to police 
the spectrum, not dictate program 
standards. 

‘When the FCC attempts to tell 
the broadcaster: what programs he 
shall broadcast internationally, it 
knows that if it can get by with 
this dictation there is just one short 
step remaining to the control of 
standard broadcasts or domestic pro- 
grams, and when that hurdle is 
cleared radio is under the domina- 
tion of bureaucracy and ceases to 
be free,’ he gloomed. 

‘When the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission was created by 
this body it was not intended that 
censorship was to be part of the 
Commission’s functions. The pri- 
mary duties of the Commission are 
to prevent confusion in the air by 
allocation of wave lengths and to 
guard against libel or indecency. 


But here we have a creation of Con-” 


gress, suddenly turned a Franken- 
stein, ignoring the will of Congress 
and determining just what American 
radio stations shall or shall not say 
during international broadcasts. To 
carry out their purposes, violation 
of this fantastic principle will war- 
rant revocation of a radio station’s 
license and thereby force it out of 
business ... Without freedom of 
opinions, thoughts, and ideas, this 
nation has no right to entertain any 
hope for the survival of democratic 
principles. This regulation is but a 
small cancer now, but unless it is 
cut out at the start it will spread 
like any unattended malignant 
growth, until finally free speech will 
be throttled, the press will be a 
mouthpiece for the few, and radios 
will blare forth only the ideas of 
the FCC. 





Letondal to N. Y. C.; 
Ferry of Paris Visiting 


Montreal, June 6. 

Henri Letondal, musical director 
for station CKAC, planing in to New 
York to hear his latest lyric ‘Whad- 
daya Mean, Petite’ on the Manhattan- 
Merry-Go-Round program. 

Bringing back Michel Ferry, 
CKAC’s Paris correspondent to Mon- 
treal. Ferry has been doing a man- 


ing hours on weekday evenings at|try Home Hour’ are Clay's Ferti- | not promote ‘international good-will, | in-the-street for CKAC, sending over 
transcriptions for use locally. 


Radio Mediterranean (Juan les’ 


lizer and Benbow’s Dog Mixture. 


'uncerstanding and_ co-operation.’ | 
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A Coast-to-Coast Motorist Finds 
Few Highway Hints on Radio 





By GEORGE GILBERT 


A lack of program material aimed 
at the automobile traveler equipped 
with radio was noted on a 7,500-mile 
tour of the country just concluded. 
With the sole exception of KOA, 
Denver, which daily devotes a 
minute afternoon slot to road infor- 
mation furnished by the local auto- 
mobile club and the state police, no 


other station was heard disseminat- | 


ing timely reports on highway con- 
ditions. 

Local reception was practically 
nil. Few 100 watters were able to 
produce a daytime signal of more 
than 40 miles radius free from in- 
terference. This limits their recep- 
tion in an auto receiver moving at 
a high rate of speed to an hceur at 
the most. Phonograph records punc- 
tuated by far too many spot an- 
nouncements formed the bulk of 
their offering. 

Network programs could always 
be tuned in daytime owing to the 
lusty signals of the 50,000-watters 
which effectually blanketed their 
listener areas in as wide a radius 
as 400 miles in some cases. KOA 
was clearly received as far south 
as Las Vegas, N. M., and was easily 
picked up near Rock Springs, Wyo- 
ming. Other 50,000-watters such as 
KSL and KDYL, Salt Lake City; 
KGO and KPO, San Francisco; 
WLW, Cincinnati; KNX, Hollywood; 
and WOR, Newark, were similarly 
effective. 

Notable among the locals which 
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IN DETROIT 


Every audience sur- 
vey ever made in the 
Detroit Market 
shows that WWJ is 








first in listener in- 
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| signs calling the travelers’ attention 
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| taining basis. 
| natural for sale tc 





attempted to snare listener attention 
were KGFW, Kearney, Neb.; KHUB, 
Watsonville, Calif.; and KVRS, Rock 
Springs, Wyoming. All possessed 
transmitters near main highways 
and adjacent to their antennas were 


to the station and its frequency. 





While deficient in highway bul- 
letins most stations provided 
weather reports. Especially in the 
grain belt forecasts were complete 
to the nth degree. Oddly enough 
most of the reports were On a sus-| 
Such time seemed a | 
a hay grain or 
feed merchant or an oil company. 





CANADIANS IRKED 





They Were Plenty Interested In The 
Fight They Couldn’t Hear 
Montreal, June 6. 
All local stations were flooded | 
with calls last week asking why 
RCA-Victor didn’t pipe the Nova- 
Baer fracas directly into Montreal. 
Fight was carried as a commercial 
on the basic blue net of the NBC in 
the U. S. A. but RCA-Victor failed 
to make arrangements to have the 
program aired locally, due to belief 
it held little interest here. 


itute Sunday 





Fight fans unable to tune in on the 
squabble direct to American stations 
due to atmospheric conditions 
squawked plenty. 





Edward A. Rice’s Sunday Sym- 
phonette orchestra, which includes 
other WGY pioneer day instrumen- 
talists like Tom De Stefano, Leo 
Cliwen and Frank Catricalla, is now 
riding on NBC red rim. 





A Revised Deal 


_——— 


Philadelphia, June 6. 

Agency time buyers were in a 
quandary last week as to what 
they could do with the three 
baby chicks that KMA, Shanan- 
doah, Ia., had shipped them un- 
til Bob Street, WCAU commer- 
cial manager, made them a 
proposition, which they readily 
accepted. Street is going to 
bring up the chicks on farm in 
Bucks county and on Thanksgiv- 
ing Day he will return one of 


them fully dressed and ready 
for the oven. The agency men 
may have another grown-up 


version for Christmas, 


WELLES VICE B’MORE; 
ALSO ENCORING JULY 2 


Chicago, June 6. 
John Barrymore’s heart attack 
cancelled him out of the Knicker- 
bocker Playhouse program which 











Bob Jennings of the Kastor agency | 


produces for Procter & Gamble’s 
new liquid dentrifice, Teel. Orson 
Welles flew in from east to substi- 
(4), 
‘Business Before Pleasure,’ and 
the Barrymore manner.’ 

Welles will do another session for 
Teel, probably July 2. 





Whiteman’s All-Fordham Event 


Paul Whiteman will guest 300 
members of the graduating class of 
Fordham University, N. Y., at his 
June 14 Chesterfield broadcast. With 
relatives, etc., the block of tickets 
set aside for them aggregates 600. 
Airing comes from CBS playhouse 
No. 3, chain’s largest studio. Catch- 
ing the Whiteman broadcast is part 
of the graduates commencement ac- 
tivities. 

Whiteman’s band plays their grad- 
uation night prom at the Commo- 
dore Hotel, N. Y., June 16. 


Did same piece, | 
‘in | 
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Three Alabama Colleges Attack FCC 
Refusal to Let Them Sell WAPI 





Washington, June 6. 


Vacating of FCC denial on the re- 
quest of three Alabama colleges for 
transfer of their jointly controlled 
station, WAPI, to the Voice of Ala- 
bama, Inc., on a leasing agreement 
was asked Saturday (3) by Duke M. 
| Patrick, attorney for the applicants. 
| Government radio agency was ac- 

cused of erring in judgment and in 

‘arbitrary and capricious’ behavior 

in 24 counts recited by the aggrieved 

petitioners. 

16 should be reconsidered, according 

to the new plea, and an order grant- 
ing the application should be entered. 
| As an alternative, applicants should 
| be allowed a new crack at oral argu- 
| ment before the Federal body. 


| Alabama Polytechnic Institute, 
University of Alabama and Alabama 
College—three institutions control. 
|ling the Birmingham transmitters— 
| contended that the Commish had 
erred in failing and refusing to find 
and report the following facts: 

Legal, technical, financial and 
| other qualifications of the assignee 
| to continue operation of the station 
|}in the public interest; ‘whether the 
application may be granted within 
the purview of Sec. 310 of the Com- 
| munications Act of 1934’; what 
| changes, if any, with respect to the 
service of the station, is contem- 
| plated, and the character of service 
which would be rendered by the 
proposed assignee if the application 
were granted, etc. 

Service now rendered by WAPI 
would be the equivalent of, or an 
improvement of, the service now be- 
ing rendered, Patrick argued. Sta- 
tion is adequately financed, has been 
operating in the public interest and 
terms of the 15-year lease agreement 
were in no way ‘violative of, or re- 











Washington, June 6. 

Valuable protection for the broad- 
casting industry against arbitrary 
procedure of the FCC is proposed in 
legislation of vast importance now 
pending before Congress and cur- 
rently the objective of an under- 
cover campaign by Federal officials. 
Bills designed to insure ‘more ex- 
peditious settlement of disputes with 
the United States’ would guarantee 
court reviews in all controversies 
and would require automatic hear- 
ings on adoption of any adminis- 
trative rules. 

Urged for several years by the 
legal profession the legislation is 
sponsored by Senator M. M. Logan 
of Kentucky and Rep. Francis E. 





Walter of Pennsylvania, both Demo- 
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Bill Curbing Bureau ‘Arrogance’ 
Pending In D.C.; Would Affect FCC 





crats, The Logan bill already has 
been formally recommended by the 
Senate judiciary committee and is on 
the calendar awaiting consideration. 
The Walter bill was favorably re- 
ported by a subcommittee but the 
full House Judiciary Committee has 
yet to act. 

Purpose of the legislation is to 
curb the arrogance of the quasi- 
judicial and quasi-legislative units, 
which have snooted the courts and 
have drawn much’ criticism from 
business and lawyers. In his report 
advocating passage, Senator Logan 
pointed to the need for checking the 
steady movement toward a form of 
‘parliamentarism’ which threatens to 
destroy the division of governmental 
power. Spoke about the state of ‘in- 
describable confusion,’ declaring ‘the 
time has come when some of these 
regulators consider themselves above 
the statutes and when they show 
contemptuous disregard for both the 
Congress and the courts.’ 

If Congress approves the present 
draft of the legislation, the following 
will happen: 

1. Any individual ‘substantially 
interested’ in the effect of an exist- 
ing administrative rule can appeal 
for reconsideration and is entitled 
to a hearing if desired. 

2. Before any new rules can be 
promulgated, public hearings must 
be held. 

Inasmuch as the bills specifically 
refer to regulations, orders, and in- 
terpretations of statutes, the FCC 
would be immediately affected. 
While the FCC generally has af- 
forded the industry opportunities to 
present views before adopting rules 
or procedural regulations, the legis- 
lation would have the effect of re- 
establishing the trial examiner sys- 
tem which was abolished in the in- 
terest of ‘efficiency’ last fall and 
would broaden the judicial review 
features—now subject of controversy 
—of the Communications Act. 

Court Appeal Important 

The broad definitions in the statute 
mean that every action of the FCC 
would be subject to review by the 
courts, with aggrieved applicants 
permitted to go to the nearest ap- 
pellate court, not necessarily to the 
D. C. Court of Appeals, in seeking 
relief from an unfavorable decision. 
Under the Logan bill, any party to 
a proceeding has the right of appeal, 
and a ‘controversy’ specifically in- 





cludes, ‘any refusal to grant any li- 
i cense, permit, or other privilege.’ 


An elaborate appeal system within 
the agencies would be required. Per- 
sons aggrieved by decisions of any 
officer or employee of any agency 
could appeal for a hearing before a 
review board, which would be com- 
pelled to make written findings and 
a decision, which in turn is subject 
to approval, disapproval, or modifi- 
cation by the head of the agency. 
Furthermore, the final action would 
be appealable to the courts, 


The most important aspect of the 
proposed reform, as far as the broad- 
casting industry is concerned, is the 
opportunity to have the courts scru- 
tinize every decision. Any circuit 
court would automatically have jur- 
isdiction in an argument where one 
party was dissatisfied. The decision 
could be set aside if the judges de- 
termine the findings of fact are 
‘clearly erroneous’ or not supported 
by ‘substantial evidence,’ if no find- 
ings of fact were made, if the de- 
cision was issued ‘without due notice 
and a reasonable opportunity...for 





a full and fair hearing,’ if the deci- 
sion goes beyond the agency’s juris- 


Commish action of May | 


pugnant to, the provisions of the 
Communications Act of 1934, as 
amended.’ 

‘The Commission erred in constru- 
ing the provisions of the Communi- 
cations Act of 1934 and particularly 
Section 310 (b), ‘petition declared,’ 
...as conferring any jurisdiction 
upon it to pass upon the purely pri- 
vate or business phases of the lease 
agreement between Alabama Poly- 
technic Institute, University of Ala- 
bama and Alabama College (Board 
|of Control—Radio Station WAPI) 
and the Voice of Alabama, Inc., and 
| to grant or deny the application in 
| question upon its concept of those 
considerations and without regard to 
the statutory standard established by 
| the Act.’ 
| Private affairs of the interested 
|-parties ‘do not touch upon or in any 
| manner affect the ability of the pro- 
| posed lessee to operate Station WAPI 
in the public interest,’ it was con- 
| tended, 





TSA, SAN ANTONIO, 
TO TAYLOR SYNDICATE 


San Antonio, June 6. 

Group headed by O. L. (Ted) 
Taylor has bought KTSA, San An- 
tonio, from Hearst Radio, Ine. 
| George W. Johnson will continue as 
the station’s manager. 

Taylor’s associates in the deal 
jare Gene Howe, owner of the Atchin- 








| son (Kan.) Globe, and T. E. Snowden 


who with Howe has controlling in- 
terests in two other newspapers and 
stations KGNC, Amarillo, KFYO, 
Lubbock and KRGV, Weslaco. Howe 
tried to buy the old Southwest Group 
before Hearst took it over in Febru- 
ary, 1935, but other matters inter- 
vened. 





CBS ACT LIST LONGER 


Wini Shaw, Mayer and Evans, Orth 
Bell Getting a Whirl 








Wini Shaw, Ray Mayer and Edith 
Evans (Mrs. Mayer), vaude perform- 
ers, and Orth Bell, were signed to 
management contracts by Columbia 
Broadcasting’s Artists Bureau last 
week. Miss Shaw was signatured 
for two years, Mayer and Evans, 
five months, and Bell for five years. 

Bell may go sustaining on CBS 
immediately. His ‘Uncle Jonathan’ 
character aired from WAAT, Jer- 
sey City, for a long stretch. 
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diction or infringes the Constitution 
or any Federal statute. 
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Do you want more New York sales? 
Smart national advertisers use WHN 
to supplement their network pro- 
grams in the world’s richest market. 
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COPYRIGHT FINE. 
WILL BE CUT 


Also Total Amount for Any 
Single Infraction to Be 
Limited—Okay with Webs 


ny 


N.A.B. UNPLEASED 





Washington, June 6. 
Path for passage of new copyright 


legislation, falling short of many |! 
broadcasters’ wishes but affording 
some relief from the present bur- 
dens, was reported clearing this 


week as result of secret huddles by 
numerous interests concerned over 
music protection. Bills due to be 
put in the hopper before the end of 
the week, with passage problematical 
because of the drive for adjourn- 
ment and continued dissatisfaction 
from some radio quarters. 

Modification of the statutory pen- 
alty provision—chief worry of the 
radio industry—appears definitely 
set. Removal of the minimum dam- 
age award, which was proposed in 
legislation sidetracked in 1935 and 
1937, will not be attempted, despite 
continuing pressure from NAB. 

As things stand, the State Depart- 
ment is pulling every possible wire 
to get the long-pending International 
Convention ratified again and to 
bring about agreement on revision 
of the antiquated U. S. statute be- 
fore the pact becomes applicable to 
this country. Treaty has been re- 
ported out of the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee once more and is 
now on the calendar. 

‘Everybody’ But— 

Virtual compromise acceptable to 
everyone but the NAB was worked 
out in New York last week, accord- 
ing to word reaching Capitol Hill. 
The principal point settled as far as 
most participants are concerned was 
the penalty clause of the statute, 
which NAB insists has been used as 
a club to compel broadcasters to 
take out licenses on terms dictated 
by American Society of Composers, 
Authors, and Publishers. 


Tentative draft of new bill 
says maximum penalty for in- 
fringement shall be $150 for orig- 
inating station, $25 for each 
other station, but not more than 
$2,000 damages for any single 
violation of copyright no matter 
how many stations may be 
hooked-up. 

This provision reputedly is agree- 
able to the networks, since it bridges 
the gap between groups insisting on 
‘clearance at the source’ and those 
who contend that every offender 
should be liable to the full penalty. 
But the spokesmen for CBS and 
NBC still have not promised uncon- 
ditionally to go along on such a for- 
mula, noting they are representing 
the smaller stations through their 
Participation in the NAB talks. The 
indies are balking on the ground that 
the full responsibility should be 
placed on the originating station and 
that no specified minimum should 
be allowed by law. 


Majority sentiment is in favor of 
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ER ASCAP PENALTY 





N.A.B. Committee Meets | protection for their individual plat- | attempting to have the minimum 
ters, the bulk of the groups in on) 
the negotiations have decided against | 





Copyrights committee of the 
National Association of Broad- 
casters spent Monday and yes- 
terday (Tuesday) in New York 
going over data which has been 
gathered for use in negotiating 
a new contract with the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers. 

While there are 12 members 
on this committee only three or 
four will do the talking with 
John G. Paine, ASCAP general 
manager. 


such a provision, although reputedly 
the bills will extend the protection 
for motion picture films to the sound 
tracks, 


fave improved considerably since 
ASCAP has displayed a willingness 
to lighten the penalties. In past 
years, friends of the copyright pool 
have talked to death bills which 
would remove the statutory mini- 
mum, although the Duffy bill slid 
through the Senate four years ago. 
With ASCAP ready to go along, brief 
| hearings are likely despite the 








-hrowing out the idea of copyright- 
ing renditions. Though the record- 
ing companies still are clamoring for 


tion. 
The NAB stands virtually alone in 





Prospects of Congressional action | 


broadcasters’ continuing dissatisfac- | 


award feature eliminated. 
past, the only support has come from 
| the hotels and certain theatre owner 
groups and many of these are be- 
lieved to be satisfied with a smaller 
compulsory license fee clause. The 
motion picture producers 


have stood with ASCAP on insisting | 


In the 


always | 


————__—__—__—__—_____a», 


“CIRCLE FOLDS 


~ BUT DUE BACK 


that the principle should be pre- | 


served and presumably will stick to 
this position at this time, giving 
radio no aid. 


32 for Don Lee 


Los Angeles, June 6. 
Don Lee chain has added another 
| California station, KYOS, Merced. 
Network total now 32. 








‘Kellogg Circle’ exits the NBC 
(WEAF) red link with the July 9 
stanza, after 26 weeks. Slated to re- 
turn in October, with the new spot 
and talent setup undecided. 

J. Walter Thompson is the agency. 





Art Gillham, who has been filling 
| sustaining spot on WSB and WAGA, 
| Atlanta, for two years, has landed 
a commercial for Byers Ice Cream 
'Co., on WAGA. 












THE BLUE NETWORK 


PROGRAM *2 





MR. JONES: Now look here, Mr. Emcee, you’ve had all 
the best of this quiz business. Suppose you 
answer a few questions for a change. 


EMCEE; Well—this—ah—this is sort of reversing 
things, isn’t it? But go ahead, I’ve heard a 
lot of answers. 


MR. JONES: All right. Can you cite a list, showing the 
wide range of products advertised on the 
Blue Network in 1939? 


EMCEE: Certainly. Men’s hats, tobacco, ginger ale, 
breakfast food, kitchen cleanser, shaving 
cream, petroleum products, magazines, 
radios and radio tubes, paints, iron and 
sheet metal. 


MR. JONES: Do you know how many advertisers have 
taken advantage of the Blue Network’s new 
plan, which enables them to “go national” 
on a modest budget? 


BLUE IS THE BUY-WORD IN 1939 


*Get the whole story from any NBC office 


== 


EMCEE: Yes sir! No less than 34 advertisers have 
taken advantage of it, and are now cashing 
in, with wider Blue Network coverage! 


MR. JONES: Correct again, Mr. Emcee. 100% for you, 
too. You’ve been right all the way. 


EMCEE: You bet I’m right—and so are the adver- 
tisers who have taken advantage of the 
substantial savings of the new “Blue” dis- 


count plan!* 


NBC 
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FIRESTONE RESUMING 


Transcriptions Due Back on Air in 
the Fall 








Firestone’s ‘Voice of the Farm’ 
transcriptions are due to resume in 
the fall. Toward the end of their 
first—and experimental—s e a s 0 n, 
about 80 stations were on the list. 
As many, or more, stations are ex- 
pected in the fall. 

For years the Firestone use of 
radio was limited to the decade-old 
network musicales. This was a pro- 
gram to sell tires to farmers. Or- 
chestra and quartet, The Revelers, 
supplemented interviews conducted 
by Everett Mitchell but arranged by 
farm editor Sam Guard, who got the 
rights to use the names of farm 
*champions,’ 
fessional actors. 








impersonated by pro-| 


World broadcasting cut the series. 





WOODYARD BOSSES 


WSMK STAFF SHIFTS: 


Dayton, O., June 6. 





Stanley M. Krohn has retired as | 
general manager of WSMK and his | 


successor, Ronald B. Woodyard, for- 
merly of WALR, Zanesville, is ar- 
ranging to install an entirely new 
staff. Krohn will continue as pres- 
ident and retain his interest in the 
corporation. 

Woodyard’s first replacement 
Paul Bradley as chief engineer. 


Frank Provo Serial Sold 
By Collins to Swansdown 


Dramatic serial, ‘My Son and I,’ 
show offered for several months by 
the Ted Collins Corp., has been 
bought by General Foods. With 
Betty Garde and Kingsley Colton it 
starts as a 15-minute five-time week- 
ly strip on CBS Oct. 9 in behalf 
of Swansdown-Calumet. Time’s not 
set but it'll be between 2-3 p.m. 

Kate Smith show, currently air- 
ing for Swansdown, takes over the 
selling of Grape Nuts when it re- 
sumes after the summer layoff. ‘My 
Son and I’ is an original by Frank 
Provo,+ 
on the Smith show six weeks ago 
and anither is down for June 22. 


McNINCH OUT OF HOSPITAL 
Philadelphia, June 6. 
Frank R. MecNinch, chairman of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, was discharged last week 
from Hahnemann Hospital, where he 
had been a patient since May 1. 
Treated for colitis, McNinch’s doc- 
tor said he was ‘practically cured.’ 
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One episode of it guested } 




















F.C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 


MAJOR DECISIONS 


North Carolina: Application of Nathan Frank for a station 
to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts at New Bern, nixed 
by the Commish. Original plea was designated for further 
hearing when doubt about Frank's financial ability arose. 
Upon advisal that the applicant would not appear in person 
and that no evidence would be offered on his behalf, Com- 





mish attorney offered a motion to dismiss the application 


with prejudice, Greenville Broadcasting Co., of Greenville, , 
appeared as respondent. : a 
Request was dismissed with prejudice, Commish aren 
issue with applicant's failure to submit evidence of sufficient | 
finances, James H. Hanley represented Frank. 
Texas: Frequency change, power boost and increase in | 
hours of operation okayed for KFRO, Voice of Longview, 


located at Longview. Considerable increase in coverage was 
involved in the application and little interference to existing 


transmitters expected, Changes involving $14,700 would | 
largely be endorsed by James R. Curtis, president of the | 
applicant corporation, 

Switch in frequency would be from 1370 to 1340 ke, witha 
change in power and hours of operation from 250 watts days 
only to 1 kw day and night, using a directional antenna 
during nighttime operation. Transmitter would be moved 
locally. 


No other station serves all of the day and nighttime areas 
which would be served by KFRO under the proposed assign- 
ment, Commish found. Night service would be of particular 
value to the community, to carry some of the local activities 
for which the station has had to procure special authority in 
the past. Some question of slight interference to WCOA, 
Pensacola, Fla., but this is overridden, apparently, by current 
interference to the Florida station from WSPD, Toledo, O. 
KFRO will be limited, however, to approximately its 3.4 
millivolts per meter nighttime contour by WCOA, which 
will be the ‘predominafit source of interference’ to KFRO 
the proposed change. 

Squawks were registered by KOCA, Kilgore, and KGKB, 
Tyler, on grounds that the Texas transmitters might be ad- 
versely affected if the KFRO plea were granted because 
some advertisers might use the facilities of the major station, 
even though they would not secure any trade from the re- 
mote area, This tendency might result in a loss of patronage 
by the objecting stations, it was argued. Record contains 
no evidence in support of the KOCA and KGKB wail, how- 
ever, Commish decreed. 

Elmer W. Pratt and James R. Curtis appeared for KFRO. 


MINOR DECISIONS 


Washington, June *, 

Alabama: WBHP, Wilton Harvey Pollard, Huntsville, pre- 
sent license extended temporarily to June 23 on condition 
that hours of operation comply with Rules 151 to 163, in- 
clusive; experiment and operation comply with Rules 125 and 
143, inclusive, and frequency control and check comply with 
Rules 144 to 147, inclusive; WCOV, John S, Allen and G. W. 
Covington, Jr., Montgomery, granted assignment of license of 
station WCOV to the Capital Broadcasting Co., Inc. 

Alaska: KGBU, Ketchikan, present license further ex- 
tended upon a temporary basis only, pending determination 
on the application for renewal, but in no event longer than 
July 1, 

Arizona: KOY, Phoenix, referred to the Commission en 
banc the motion to dismiss and return application of KOAC 
for construction permit to install new transmitter and an- 
tenna, move transmitter and increase power, 

California: KHUB, Watsonville, license extended on tem- 
porary basis only, pending receipt of and determination upon 
request for renewal, but in no event longer than July 1; 
World Peace Foundation, Oakland, denied as in cases of 
default application for new international broadcast station 
because applicant failed to file a written appearance. 

Connecticut: WBRY, Waterbur?, license extended on tem- 
porary basis pending Commish determination upon request 
for renewal, but in no event longer than July 1 

Florida: -WTAL, Florida Capitol Broadcasters, Inc., Talla- 
hassee, present license extended temporarily until July 1, 
pending determination on renewal application. 

Georgia: WRBL, Columbus, license extended temporarily 
pending action on renewal application, but in no event longer 
than July 1. 

Hawali: KHBC-KGMB, granted authority to transfer con- 
trol of the Hawaiian Broadcasting Co., Ltd, (licensee of 
KHBC, Hilo, and KGMB, Honolulu) to the Consolidated 
Amusement Co., Ltd.—also granted petition to reconsider 
and grant without hearing the applications for renewal of 
licenses for KGMB-KHBC (case of objection removed). 


under 











Indiana: WGRC, New Albany, granted authority to transfer 
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control of corporation from Charles Lee 
Lee Harris and S, A. Cisler, Jr. 

Massachusetts: WAAB, Yankee Network, Inc., Boston, 
granted renewal of license on temporary basis only, on the 
express condition that it is subject to whatever action may 
be taken on pending request for renewal and for construc- 
tion permit. Renewal application was designated for hear- 
ing to be heard with the Mayflower Broadcasting Corp. ap- 
plication for facilities of WAAB. 

Minnesota: KVOX, Moorhead, dismissed motion to deny as 
in default request for frequency change from 1500 ke to 1340 
ke and power jump from 100 watts nights, 
to 500 watts nights, 1 kw days. 

New Jersey: WHOM, New 


Harris to Charles 


250 watts days, 


Jersey Broadcasting Corp., Jer- 
sey City, Commish having under consideration the application 
for renewal of license of WHOM, from Nov. 1, 1938, to May 1, 
1939, and a petition to grant same without hearing, granted 
said application and petition (Commissioner 


Payne voting 
‘no’) and renewed the license to Nov. 1, 


1939. 
New Mexico: KRQA, J. 


Laurence Martin, Santa Fe, granted 


voluntary assignment of license to New Mexico Broadcast- 
ing Co. 

North Carolina: WBIG, Greensboro, granted petition to 
reconsider and grant without hearing request for authority 


to jump day power from 1 to 5 kw. 

Oklahoma: WBBZ, Ponca City, license extended on tem- 
porary basis only, pending receipt of and determination upon 
request for renewal, but in no case longer than July 1. 

Oregon: KAST, Astoria, same as above. 

Pennsylvania: WHAT, Public Ledger, Inc., Philadelphia, 
granted authority to transfer control of corporation to Bon- 
wit-Teller & Co.; WBAX, John H. Stenger, Jr., Wilkes-Barre, 
denied petition to reconsider and grant without hearing re- 
quest for renewal of license. 

Utah: KVNU, Cashe Valley Broadcasting Co., Inc., Logan, 
present license extended to June 23, pending receipt 
Plication for consent to transfer control of station; KSUB, 
Leland M. Perry, Cedar City, present special temporaf¥ au- 
thorization extended on a temporary basis only for the neriod 
ending July 1, subject to whatever action may be taken on 
any formal application for regular authorization that may 
be submitted with respect to KSUB, and subject further to 
the condition that nothing contained in said special tempor- 
ary authority shall be construed as a finding by the Com- 
mish that the operation of the station is or will be in the 
public interest beyond the express terms hereof. 

Vermont: WQDM, Regan & Bostwick, St. Albans, present 
license further extended on a temporary basis only, for a 
period of one month from June 1, pending receipt of addi- 
tional information requested by the Law Department. 

Virginia: WCHV, Charlottesville, granted authority to 
transfer control of corporation from its present stockholders 
to Mrs. Hugh M. (Nancy) Curtler. 

West Virginia: Clarence H. Frey and Herbert O. Greever, 
denied with permission to withdraw without prejudice and 
file a new request, the petition for leave to amend applica- 


of ap- 


tion to change frequency from 1200 to 1310 ke, 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Alaska: KINY, Edwin A. Kraft, Juneau, boost power from 
250 watts to 1 kw, make changes in transmitting equipment. 

California: Earle C. Anthony, Inc., Los Angeles, new tele- 
vision station to be operated on 50000-56000 ke with 1 kw, 
A-3 and A-5 emission; The May Department Stores Co., Los 
Angeles, new television station to be operated on 50000-56000 
ke with 1 kw, A-3 and A-5 emission. 

Kansas: KANS, Wichita, authority to transfer control of 
corporation from Charles C. Theis, to stockholders (to Herb 
Hollister, 48 shares common stock); KGNO, Dodge City 
Broadcasting Co., Ine., Dodge City, make changes in equip- 
ment, install vertical antenna, boost power to 250 watts 
nights, 1 kw days. 

Oregon: KXL, Portland, install new transmitter and direc- 
tional antenna for day and night use, change frequency from 
1420 to 730 ke, boost power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days, to 10 kw, change hours of operation from sharing with 
KBPS, Portland, to unlimited, move transmitter locally. 

Texas: KIUN, Jack W. Hawkins and Barney H. Hubbs, 
Pecos, jump day power from 100 watts to 250 watts, make 
changes in equipment. 

Washington: KWLK, Longview, change hours of operation 
from days to unlimited, with 250 watts power. 

Wisconsin: Head of the Lakes Broadcasting Co., Supertor, 
new high frequency broadcast station to be operated on 26300 
ke with 1 kw. 

Virginia: WBTM, Danville, authority to transfer control of 
corporation from S. C. Ondarcho, W. P. Hefferman, C. A, 
Barker, J. A. Herman, I, R. Wyatt, E. J. Wyatt, A. B. Car- 
rington, Jr., F. B. Leggett, W. E. Gardner, Jr., Harry Spencer 
and L. N, Dibrell, to L. N. Dibrell, 225 shares common stock. 
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“Molly Picon’s radio show is definitely a winner. 
deft combination of humor, pathos and song. . .”’ 


Ben Gross—Daily News. 


MOLLY 
PICON 





Just concluded a 2 year contract with | 


MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 


over 


WMCA 


in “I Give You My Life” series 
Thanks te BENTON & BOWLES, Inc., and 


ADVERTISERS’ BROADCASTING CORP. 


Exclusive Management WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
Personal Representative MICHAEL GOLDREYER 


\KWK’S 14-YEAR-OLD 


: GIRL HIRED BY NBC 
A 





St. Louis, June 6. 
Betty Barrett, 14-year-old singer 
at KWK, last week was set for a con- 
tract to warble on NBC programs 
originating from Chicago studios. 
About 15 months ago when Bert 
Igou of KWK was searching for a 
new warbler, he discovered kid in 
his own neighborhood. She has been 
one of the station’s warbling main- 
stays and several months ago NBC 
auditioned her on a chance that was 
held in abeyance until last week. 
Danny Seyforth, program director 
of- KWK, will remain with girl un- 
til she is settled in Chicago. 
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RORABAUGH’S STATISTICS 


Setup to Take National, Regional, 
Local Air Advertising 








N. Charles Rorabaugh has organ. 
ized a bureau, National Radio Rec. 
ords, which will compile monthly 
reports showing the broadcast busi- 
ness of national, regional and local 
advertisers in the various markets 
of the United States and Canada, 
Rorabaugh’s setup will be similar to 
that of the Publishers Information 
Bureau, 

It is Rorabaugh’s intention to 
| make the report on each market in- 
| clusive. The report on a given mare 
| ket will have to include the busi- 
ness of every station in it, or else, 
The reports will be sold on a mare 
| ket-by-market basis. 


P. & G. RENEWS FIDLER, 
SUMMER SKED HALVED 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Jimmie Fidler drew a year’s re- 
newal as Procter & Gamble (Drene) 








picture commentator and had his 
summer schedule reduced to one 
broadeast a week in lieu of a full 


vacation. He continues his Tuesday 
night program on CBS, muting the 
Friday gossip on NBC through July, 
August and September. 

NBC last week received an execu- 
tive order for the Friday night time 
through June 21, 1940, sans layoff 
period, indicating that P&G may fill 
the spot until Fidler’s return. He 
said he hadn’t been consulted on a 
replacement. 


WMCA Tries Solid Hour 
Of Highbrow Records 


Scrapping its dance music pro- 
grams between 11 p.m.-midnight 
each night in the week except 
Wednesday, WMCA, N. Y., starts a 
full hour program of _ recorded 
classical music Monday (12). Wed« 
nesday night exception is the Apollo 
theatre, N. Y., amateur program 
which the station has carried tod 
long to interrupt. 

Serious fare will range from light 
stuff to deep symphonic. Only sta- 
tion in New York to consistently air 
symph platters currently is WQXR. 








‘Relatively Speaking’ to WOR 

Interview program, ‘Relatively 
Speaking’ which had a short sustaine 
ing period on WNEW, N. Y., has 
been taken by WOR, N. Y. Station 
has signed Morris Markey, former 
‘Reporter At Large’ for the New 
Yorker magazine, to do the probe 
ing. It brings to the mike relatives 
of famous people. Idea is owned by 
Leo Guild and Dave Alber. 

No starting date down yet but it'll 
be within next three weeks. 








1o cover GREAT BRITAIN 
vou MUST USE ' 


RADIO ( 
NORMANDY ) 


Full Particulars of Air Time & 
Talent from 
INTERNATIONAL 
BROADCASTING 
COMPANY, LTO 


3% PORTLAND PLACE, 
LONDON, Wk 
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Tune 26 Hearing May Settle 
FCC Right to Decide If Press 


Ownership 0 


Washington, June 6. 
Preliminaries to a court test of 
the FCC's right to rule on 
ownership of radio stations were ad- 


press 


vanced last week when argument 
was docketed on motion to call off 
scheduled hearing on the applica- 
tions for permission to merge 
WCBA and WSAN, Allentown, Pa. 
Combo would be owned by present 
proprietors with the publishing 
company having majority interest. 

Novel move to find out how far 
the Commish can go in preventing 
newspapers from expanding their 
radio holdings was placed on a spe- 
cial calendar and will be threshed 
out before the full panel on June 
26, date when testimony taking was 
to start at Allentown on 
the wisdom of allowing the owner 
of the community’s daily sheets to 
control the sole local air outlets as 
well, 

The Allentown case presents a 
clear-cut issue, since the only point 
to be determined is whether the 
public interest will be served by 
building a full-time plant ouf of two 
part-timers. When the hearing was 
ordered, Commissioner T. A. M. 
Craven filed a vigorously-phrased 
dissent, arguing there is no justifica- 
tion for passing on such a question. 

Majority Owner 

Right of the FCC to base its final 
decision on the identity of the ma- 
jority owner was challenged in de- 
murrer filed by Philip G. Loucks 
and Arthur W. Scharfeld, counsel 
for the parties in the matter. Seek- 
ing approval without a hearing, the 
barristers called attention to a 
court opinion that there is nothing in 
the regulations or law which pro- 
vides a foundation for turning 
down a newspaper plea merely be- 
cause of the press connection. 


If the FCC persists in going ahead 
with the hearing, an appeal may re- 


supposed 


pposes Public Weal 


Plugs Bartender 





= 


| 





New Orleans, June 6. 


One local restaurant operator, 
taking advantage of the large 
mixture of nationalities of the 
New Orleans people, plugs away 
in his spots thrcugh WBNO that 
| his bartender speaks six lan- 
| guages, namely—French, Span- 
ish, German, Italian, Chinese, 
and English. 

Ad invites all foreign tounguers 
to drop in and converse in native 
language—at no extra cost. 








‘STRONG AS A TIGER’ 


| Mabel Stark, Wild 
on Local Radio in Petrol Tieups 








Lincoln, June 6. 

Mabel Stark, wild animal trainer 
who toured for years with Al G. 
Barnes and other circuses, is now in 
radio under unique circumstances. 
Having spent much of her time in 
hospitals recovering from savage 
clawings from her pets, she is selling 
the knowledge she possesses of pow- 
erful critters. 


For a fee Miss Stark makes local 
radio appearances as she tours the 
country. She makes an analogy 
between the power of tigers and 
the power of any given gasoline 
that sponsors her. 











sult, although prior opinions of the 
appellate court indicate the question 
may be dodged. An injunction may 
be sought to stop the hearing, de- 
spite reluctance of the local Federal 
judges to obstruct the FCC in view 
of provision for review of a final 
decision which is unsatisfactory to 
applicants. 





Animal Trainer, | 


5-Day Spiel Week 


Hartford, June 6. 

Five-day week policy for announ- 
cers has been inaugurated at WDRC. 

Station previously had a _ six-day 
‘week. Under new set-up night an- 
/nouncers in addition to their two 
days off have the third day free also. 

Daytime mikemen have either pre- 
| ceding or following half-day off. 








Bacher Blowing 
Texaco; Woollcott 





Hollywood, June 6. 

Texaco Star Theatre will have a 
new producer when it returns to the 
air after eight-week summer hiatus. 
Bill Bacher, who held rein for 39 
weeks, is bowing out after four more 
programs. Too much outside inter- 
ference by agency and Texaco execs 
blamed for the withdrawal. 

Petrol opus is dropping the drama 
spot after tomorrow’s show (Wed.) 
and in its place will be piped in 
from the East Alexander Woollcott, 
who will do a 10-minute dissertation 
on this and that. No hint dropped 
yet to how the show will shape up 
on the new season. However, Texaco 
has reserved the same time opposite 
Fred Allen. 








Boake Carter Due Back 


Philadelphia, June 6. 

Boake Carter reported returning to 
the air in the fall. It is understood 
he will be sponsored by a New Jer- 
sey manufacturing firm in which he 
has a sizeable financial interest. 

Ex-web gabber currently lecturing, 
in addition to doing his daily news- 
paper column. 





Roy Shults joins the Rambeau of- 
fice in New York. Was for past 10 





years space buyer with Compton 
agency. 


Subs for Drama 


! 
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Spot Campaigns 


(New, Renewed or Pending) 





H. Moffat & Co. (Scotty Allen dog | Julia.’ 
food), through Leon Livingston | placed. 
agency, spotting five weekly five- J. B. Williams Co., 13 quarter 
‘minute live talent programs, ‘Dog | hours electrical transcriptions, J. Ww, 
| Stories’ with Ted Clifford, on KFRC,! Thompson Agency placed. ‘Gliding 
' San Francisco through No, 3. Swing with Bob Howard.’ 

Joe Lowe Corp., 39 quarter hours, 
| ‘Buck Rogers’ electrical transcrip. 
Cook Products Corp. (Girard salad | tions. Placed through Biow Agency, 
| dressing), through Rufus Rhoades &{| Miles Laboratories, ‘Hoosier Hote 
Co., sponsoring ‘Bess Bye’ five-min-| Shots’ and ‘Vass Family,’ 5 minute 
jute live program once weekly on/electrical transcriptions, Monday 
| KFRC, San Francisco, through Nov. | through Friday until further notice, 
3. | Wade Advertising Agency placed. 

| Polish National Home, weekly 
(dog | half hour live show, 52 times, ‘Polish 
food), through Pacific Radio Prod- | Music,’ Tuesday nights. 
ucts, Oakland, bankrolling Frank | Charles Hanson Laboratories, one 
Wright’s ‘Pet Exchange’ (live talent) | minute live announcements, Monday 
15 minutes weekly on KFRC, San | through Friday. 26 times. Mitchell- 
Francisco, through July 30. Faust Agency placed. 
Fen,inine Products, Inc., one min- 
| ute transcribed announcements, Mon- 

White Laboratories (Feenamint),|44y, Wednesday, Friday, 27. times, 
through William Esty, New York, Spot Broadcasting Agency placed. 
using KFRC, San Francisco, for 45| Otto Seidner, Inc., one minute 





McCann Erickson Agency 





Calo Food Products, Inc. 








100-word announcements, through | transcribed announcements. Partici- 
June 30. |pations in ‘News for Women Only.’ 
|39 times. Lanphier & Schonfarber 


Agency placed. 

Atlantis Sales Corp., one minute 
live announcements, 50 times. Starts 
Sept. 11. Placed through J. W. 
Thompson Agency. 

Wander Co., 25 word flashes, three 
| times per week unil further notice, 
| starts Sept. 19. 

Leighton & Nelson has set on| Southern New England Telephone 
WGY, Schenectady, three 10-minute |Co., ‘Conn. Neighbors with Jerry 
breakfast hour shots weekly with | Belcher,’ 13 half hour live programs, 
Bradley Kincaid, now at WTIC, | Mondays, 9:30-10 p.m., starts June 
Hartford, for United Baking, starting |12. Placed through B.B.D.&O. 

May 24. American Thermos Bottle Corp., 
news participations, 48 times, Keel- 
ing & Co. Agency, Indianapolis. 

Corn Products, 331 25 word flashes. 
Hellwig-Miller Agency. 

Brown Thompson, 39 news pare 


Boscul Coffee’s ‘Sunday evening | 
newspaper of the air,’ by Peter | 
Grant and originating on WLW, | 
moved this week from KDKA to 
WCAE in Pittsburgh, feeding through 
the Mutual network. 








WTIC, Hartford, has acquired: 
Hecker Products, 65 quarter hour 
electrical transcriptions, ‘Adventures 
of Uncle Jimmy.’ Placed through 
B.B.D.&O. | ticipations, Julian Gross Agency, 
Sealtest Laboratories, Monday | Hartford, placed. 
through Friday, one quarter hour 
electrical transcriptions for one year, American Snuff has bought two 
‘Your Family and Mine.’ Placed| 15-minute periods of the WLW 
through McKee & Albright Agency,|; New Orleans Dawnbusters early 
Philadelphia. morning show for next 13 weeks. 
Stanco, Inc., 105 quarter hours | Will use usual cast of Staff Orches- 


} 
| 
| 








electrical transcriptions, ‘Meet Miss | tra, and Audrey Charles, vocalist. 


















































CBS 7:30 p.m. EDST 







* Starting Sunday, June 11, on the Gulf Oil Program 





NEW YORK 
PARAMOUNT 






































Ly 


ll- 


ite 
ci- 
ly. 
er 


ute 
rts 


ree 
ice, 


one 
rry 
ms, 
une 


TD.» 
>el- 


hes. 


pare 
ACY, 


two 
LW 
arly 
eks. 
hes- 























Wednesday, June 7, 1939 














Bt Commish Won't Be Pushed 





Ignores Efforts of Lawyers to Expedite Watertown 
Case Long on Docket—Denies Hannibal Petition 


+ 








Washington, June 6. 

Despite rebukes from the D. C. 
Court of Appeals in other similar 
proceedings, FCC last week refused 
to expedite final decision of the 
Watertown, N. Y., case which iias 
been on the agenda for more than 
two years. Motion asking cancella- 
tion of order for new hearing on 
applications of Watertown Broad- 
casting Co., Black River Valley 
Broadcasts, Inc., and Watertown 
Times was denied without explana- 
tion. 

Move was attempt to force a solu- 
tion to the controversy, which has 


been before the Commish since the | 


summer of 1936 when Black River 
crew won the nod and then had its 
papers snatched back as a result of 
pressure from high Democratic cir- 
cles. In trying to end the stalling, 
Black Riverites pointed to the re- 
cent court rulings that in recon- 
sidering decisions, the Commish 
cannot ring in new parties and dif- 
ferent issues. The grant was va- 
cated in December 1936, when an 
order was adopted calling for com- 
plete rehearing, although Black 
River people had spent considerable 
money erecting a tower and ready- 
ing studios. 

At the same time, the Commish 
denied the petition of the Hannibal 
(Mo.) Courier-Post, party to an- 
other similar tiff over procedu:e, 
asking grant of the avnlication for 
a new local transmi.er. Three 
months ago, the appellate court re- 
versed the FCC decision denying 
the rag’s request for a construction 
permit for a transmitter operating 
on 1310 ke. Judges held the appli- 
cant showed sufficient need for 
service, declaring the finding that 
public interest would not be pro- 
moted by another outlet was arbi- 
trary and capricious. Now the FCC 
has ordered further hearings, link- 
ing the sheet’s application with that 
of Hannibal Broadcasting Co. 


BIG PUSH T0 
POPULARIZE 
WIMJ SHOW 


Milwaukee, June 6. 

What is probably the first impor- 
tant attempt to change listening 
habits in the early morning hours is 
seen in the spectacular promotion 
built around ‘Top o’ the Morning,’ 
daily feature on WTMJ. 

WTMJ is giving 10 radios away 
each day to listeners during the 
campaign, the theme of which is ‘Get 
Acquainted’ with ‘Top o’ the Morn- 
ing; its entertainment, news and 
service features and Bill Evans, the 
personable chap who conducts the 
program. 

A unique device is used to dis- 
tribute the 10 radios each day. Dur- 
ing each ‘Top o’ the Morning’ pro- 
gram, a musical number played is 
announced as the ‘gift song.’ Then, 
immediately after the program, Bill 
Evans makes personal calls in Mil- 
waukee. He rings boorbells, intro- 
duces himself and asks if they heard 
‘Top o’ the Morning.’ If anyone in 
the household can name the ‘gift 
song,’ the home is awarded a midget 
radio, 











Paul Williams Joins WWJ 
Detroit, June 6. 

Paul Williams, formerly of KOCY, 
Oklahoma City, joins WWJ here to 
write and produce ‘The Sports 
Parade,’ heard six times weekly for 
15 minutes under aegis of Brown & 
Williamson Tobacco. 

At KOCY Williams did a man-in- 
the-street program for Junge Baking 
Co., ‘Sports Parade’ for Seven-Up 
and football broadcasts for Royal 
Crown. 
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Makelim Joins KCMO; 
Begins With a Journey 


_ Kansas City, June 6. 
Larry Sherwood, manager of sta- 


Makelim as commercial manager. 
Makelim was recently with station 
KITE and was manager of the sta- 
tion in 1937 under its former designa- 
tion of KXBY. Makelim will go 
east contacting agencies in New 
York and Chicago. 

Jack Neil resigned as salesman- 
ager at KCMO to take over mana- 
| ger’s desk at KOME, Tulsa, Okla- 
homa. Another addition to KCMO 
is announcer Bob Gregory, formerly 
with WBT, Charlotte, N. C., replac- 
ing Morlin Murphy. 

Meanwhile KITE gets new pro- 
duction manager in Jack Stillwill 
from WLS, Chicago. 


tion KCMO, last week hired Hal | 
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All-Aural KGNF 


North Platte, Neb., June 6. 

KGNF believes in ear-selling 
all the way. 

Sales force will not write let- 
ters, nor will the continuity de- 
partment submit copy to adver- 
tisers. Salosmen call in person, 
and the continuity gang reads 
the copy over the phone so 1..e 
adver’*-or will know how it’s 
going to sound when it comes 
out of the loudspeaker. 











Brownwood, Texas, Bid 
Opposed by WBZ-WBZA 


Brownwood, Tex., June 6. 


Application has been m:*: by 
Mayor Wendell Mayes and asso- 
ciates of this city for permission to 
operate a 990 kilocycle, one kilowat- 
ter, in the daytime only. FCC has 
been told population and trade of 
this city is sufficient to support a 
station and that churches, schools 
and civic organizations would be al- 
lowed use of the station. 

WBZ and WBZA, Boston-Spring- 
field NBC’ers have objected. 
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FCC Takes Threatening Attitude 
Toward Leases Made in Secret 





Washington, June 6, 
Punitive action against station 
proprietors who shifted control over 
their properties without FCC con- 


| sent was feared last week. Followed 

disclosure that Commish lawyers are 
| digging deeper into certain situa- 
‘tions brought to light last March 
| during the chain-monopoly inquiry. 
| Hearings to determine whether 
' the license of certain transmitters 
|'should be revoked are possible, al- 
| though no decision has been reached 

yet as to the next move to force 
| respect for Section 310 of the Com- 
|munications Act. Hint was given 
| when the FCC a fortnight ago issued 
|only a_ short-term renewal to 
| WQDM, St. Albans, Vt. 


While no detailed explanation was 
forthcoming, commish declined to 
|grind out the regular six-month 
| ticket because lawyers have not 








completed a supplemental inquiry 
based on testimony obtained during 
the chain-monopoly proceeding. 
Probers discovered that Glen D. Gil- 
lett, consulting engineer, virtually 
runs the station as result of an 
agreement to clear up money dif- 
ficulties. Engineer maintained he is 
only an advisor on operations, but 
record shows he foots the bill for 
any losses and has an option to buy. 


The commish at the same time is 
looking into a couple of other sit- 
uations which did not appear to con- 
form to the law, it was said. One 
of the stations being reprobed has 
been on a temporary license basis 
for many months and was in a jam 
a few years back while the other 
received a six-month renewal a 
while ago after questions had been 
raised about the effect of an agree- 
ment under which time is sold in 
large blocks to a broker. 











Woodlots and 
Crossroads and 


W LW 


= 


A study of the rural listening habits out here in the heart of the nation is 


about ready to supplement our recent 13-city Survey. 


During recent 


weeks we have told the industry the story of the job that WLW does in 


the 13 cities in which our Ross-Federal and Alberta Burke Coincidental 


Surveys were made. 


In WLW’s effective sales area, however, 65.19% 


of the radio listeners live in towns having populations of 2500 or less—and 


it is in this rural market that WLW is most appreciated, because it con- 


tributes most. . For this reason, through the Ohio Farm Bureau News, 


the Hoosier Farmer, and the Kentucky Farm Bureau News, an unbiased 


study of the listening habits and station preference in this rich farming 


area was made and is now being concluded. We believe it will not 


only make it possible for advertisers, but ourselves as well, to secure an 


even better understanding and an even better insight into the programs 


which rural WLW-land prefers. | 





For further details please direct your request to WLW, o Transamerican Broadcasting and Television Corporation, New York. 


THE NATION'S STATION 


See the Crosley Building at the New York World's Few 
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Fight Telecast N.S.G. C 





(Continued from page 1) 





ers’ expressions or even of precise- 
ly where the punches were landing. 

In one of the preliminary scraps 
the iconoscope was moved up for a 
closeup of the battlers, but that was 
not repeated. It did bring out the 
fighters’ faces and revealed their 
movements much more clearly, but | 
it lost the comprehensive quality 
afforded in the long shots. It was 
always easy to distinguish between 
the two fighters, as the different 
color of their hair and individual 
stances and mannerisms were al- 
ways obvious, even when their 
trunks showed up alike. 

It was mostly in the use that was 
made of the medium, however, that 
the show disappointed. Apparently 
the iconoscope was at ringside level, 
which gave nowhere near the com- 


NAN WYNN] 














“TIME TO SHINE” | 


| 


Tuesdays 10 P.M., EDST | 


CBS Network 


| 
Mgt.: Columbia Artists, Inc. 














“Allen Prescott’s ‘Don’t 
Forget’ insures several wel- 
come chuckles.” 


Ben Gross, 
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 


“DON’T FORGET” 
ALLEN PRESCOTT | 


Fridays, 8:30-9 P.M., WJZ 


ED 











prehensive view nor perspective af- 
forded in fight pictures, which are 
taken from a tower looking down | 
on the ring. Also, latecomers thread- 
ing through the aisles or ringsiders | 
who occasionally stood up would in- | 
variably block off the view. 

Despite radio’s proficiency in 
handling such events, to say nothing 
of the skill of the blow-by-blow 
spielers, a prizefight still some- 
thing to see. What’s more, the ele- 
ment of uncertainty, always missing 
in fight films, is a vital factor in 
television. So it potentially com- 
bines the best features of radio and 
the reels. 

What’s more, because of the small 
area in which the action takes place 
as well as the fact that night bouts 
are always brilliantly lighted, that | 
the iconoscope can presumably be | 
brought comparatively close to the 
subject and that all the principals 
can be kept constantly in vision, 
fights would seem to offer an ideal 
field for television. That NBC's in- 
itial attempt was only partly suc- 
cessful was of minor importance. 

In having a special mike for the 
telecast, NBC obviously recognized 
that the normal radio blow-by-blow 
spieling would be unsuitable. But 
faced with the first assignment of | 
its kind, Sam Taub proved pretty | 
much of a washout as commentator. | 
He seemed unable to realize that | 
the audience could see the scrap and | 
repeatedly described the action. | 
Since he was none too accurate, the | 
results frequently had those in the 
studio laughing outright. 

Taub at least realized that Baer 
was taking a severe trimming and 
brought that point home to his hear- 
ers, who might otherwise figured the 
ex-champ’s wild swinging held a 
threat to Nova. But even in the 
small reproduction an experienced 
fight fan could see the wide super- 
iority of Nova’s sharp and business- 
like punching over Baer’s haphazard 
hay-makers and sporadic sparring. 

Rights for this telecast, which was 
a frank experiment, were given 
gratis by the fight management. No 


is 


| battle had a lot to do with the pro- 
moters finishing heavily in the red. 


| $40,000, and they only got 5,000 fans 





such arrangement would become 
permanent practice, of course, but 
it is evident that telecasting of all 
important fights may easily become 
the rule. Since commercials can be 

















FRANK and JEAN 


HUBERT 














Opening Thursday, June 8th 


LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 


JUNE 


CAPITOL, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


16TH 





a CE | 





FIRST 
COMEDY PANTOMIME TEAM 


TELEVISING FOR NBC 


Friday, June 9th... 8:30 to 9:30 P.M., EDST 


OVER 








W2XBS 





DIRECTION 


MILES INGALLS 
MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 














| slipped in without interrupting the | 


audience’s view of the proceedings, 
visio seems well suited to cover 
fights from that standpoint, too. 





Hurt Gate in London 
London, May 30. 


Brigadier-General A. C. Critchley 
thinks selling of radio and television 
rights of the Armstrong-Roderick 


Loss on the contest is put at around 





into the arena. Critchley indicates 
he will think twice in future before 
saying yes to British Broadcasting 
Corp. 


Opinion -in the boxing world is} 
not unanimous, though supporters of | 
the view declare radio commentaries | 
on the fights are so popular that | 
gates must be hard hit. In addition 
they claim BBC fees are a joke, and 
in fact Corp. pays below $400 a 
broadeast. Television rights bring 
in more, but even if Harringay au- 
thorities got 40% of the Odeon the- 
atre take that didn’t make so much, 
for all the fancy price of $10 top 
stuck on for the event, as house was | 
half empty. 





Opposition school of thought] 
makes great play with the fact! 
broadcasting and television of the| 
Boon-Danahar title bout and 


Farr-Burman set-to, both from Har- 
ringay, failed to prevent these events 
drawing s.r.o. biz. In their view, 
reason for the Armstrong-Roderick 
floppo was that the fans expected a 
one-sided fight with the British lad 
outclassed, 


Derby Telecast Poor 

Television of the Derby for the 
second year again provided a mo- 
ment’s intense thrill as Blue Peter 
flashed by the post, but beyond that 
the telecast was an expose of BBC’s 
limitations and an indication the 
process has still far to go to be up 
with the leaders in the entertain- 
ment stakes. Race itself was a vivid 
piece of drama, in parts definitely 
bettering last year’s results, with 
improved definition, and brightness 
and clarity certainly drawing nearer 
to news reel standards. 


However, general presentation was 
poor, due to BBC ambling along 
with meagre and faulty equipment 
and with no clear idea of showman- |} 
ship beyond spinning out the cover- 
age to fill as much of the afternoon 
air session as could be. 

BBC was operating three cameras, 
which not only aimed to cover the 
finish, leading in of the winner and 
general massing of details on the 
track and the Epsom downs behind, 
but also had to serve for the start, 
taken with telephoto lens at a direct 
distance of half a mile. This is ob- 
viously no way in which to treat so 
key a subject, which demands plenty 
of angles and close-ups, and above 
all a clear, detailed picture of the 
start of this turf classic—with, of 
course, a head-on flash of the winner 
streaking home with the bacon. 
Corp say this would be impossible 
to achieve and co-ordinate with their 
facilities. In consequence news reels 
leave television miles behind, and, 
in fact, there was no visible differ- 
ence in the treatment accorded the 
race last year and this. Where there 
was improvement, it was purely 
mechanical, 

Also a bad mark to BBC is that 
one of the three conoscopes was 
off song throughout the broadcast, 
putting smudges on the screen, and 
at times so covering the image with 
cloud effects as to blot out the sub- 
ject of the shot. Other weaknesses, 
like slight waviness of the image and 
a faint tendency to tilt off at sides of 
the screen, could be pardoned. 

Inexcusable were long boring se- 
quences where the cameras panned 
over track and heath, coming to rest 
on general shots of crowd, fun fair, 
etc., which conveyed nothing, but a 
blurred jumble with little or no} 
movement. Mid-shots were better, | 
including arrival of Duke and 
Duchess of Kent, both plainly recog- 
nizable, while leading in of the 
steeds and unsaddling were so clear 
that their jockeys were identifiable. 


Grizzard, Willis Upped 


Louisville, June 6. 
Gilmore N. Nunn, president of 
WLAP, Lexington, Ky., has named 
Ted Grizzard as station director and 
Ed Willis as commercial manager. 


the | 


























Grizzard has been program director 
for the past four years. | 


Nunn, who is publisher of the | 
Lexington Herald, operates, in addi- | 
| tion to WLAP, station KFDA, new | 
| outlet in Amarillo, Texas, ona} 
WCMI, Ashland, Ky., (subject to | 
FCC approval), 





CKLW’s Prize Account 
Takes 15 Hours Weekly 


Detroit, June 6. 

Believed to a record for a single 
station, CKLW here is now carrying 
a total of 15 hours of commercial 
programs weekly for Sam’s Cut Rate 
Department Stores. At present 
skedded to run until October. 

Shows cover all hours of the day, 
running intermittently from 8 a. m. 
till 2 a. m. from five to seven days a 
week, and comprise all types of live 
programs. 

Sked includes 30. minutes of Joe 
Gentile’s morning show, six days a 
week; 30 minutes of the ‘Shopper’ 
(Mary Morgan) at 11 a. m., five days 
weekly; 30 minutes of orchestra, vo- 
calist and m. c. at 6 p. m., five times 
weekly; and one hour of Larry Gen- 
tile’s ‘Dawn Patrol’ show, from 1 to 
2 a.m., seven days a week. 


Mrs. Schaefer Quits WFIL 


Philadelphia, June 6. 

Mrs. Margaret Schaefer, assistant 
general manager and program direc- 
tor of WFIL, resigned unexpectedly 
at noon yesterday (Monday) follow- 
ing continved disagreement with 
Roger Clipp, g.m. of the outlet, on 
policy and administration. Mrs. 
Schaefer hurriedly packed up her 
belongings and scrammed before the 
afternoon was out. 

Named assistant g.m. last fall, after 
the resignation of Don Withycomb as 
manager of the station and the ap- 
pointment of Clipp to succeed him, 


Mrs. Schaefer had been at WFIL 
since 1937. 
Mrs. Schaefer several times be- 


fore has gone to Sam Rosenbaumn, 
prez of WFIL, with her resignation, 
but each time he straightened out 
the difficulties. 

Vernon Crawford, top gabber on 
the outlet, also resigned last week. 


Belcher in Connecticut 


Hartford, June 6. 

Starting Monday (12), Jerry 
Belcher does a weekly half hour in- 
terview with Connecticut residents 
for the Southern New England Tele- 
phone Company over WTIC and 
WICC, New Haven. A take-off on 
his ‘Interesting Neighbors’ on both 
red and blue of NBC, it is tagged 
‘Connecticut Neighbors.’ 

Belcher will visit Nutmeggers in 
various parts of the state and remote 
his interviews to WTIC which will 
feed to WICC. Skedded for 13 
weeks, First interview is aboard a 
boat anchored at Milford. 


RADIO NEWS AS 
WINDOW SHOW 


Philadelphia, June 6. 

‘Traveling Newsroom’ will be in. 
stituted by WFIL next week. En. 
tire news set-up, including INS 
printer machines, will be moved into 
the windows of various stores in the 
midtown area and the regular news 
broadcasts will be made from them, 
Spectators will see the entire oper. 
ation of the airings from the time 
dispatches are torn from the ma- 
chines, including the rewrite job 
when necessary and the work of the 
engineer, who will also sit the 
window. 

In each case the store will split 
with WFIL the $72 a week cost for 
lines, moving the machines and 
other incidentals. If the idea works 
out well in town it will be extended 
to important nabe shopping centers, 





in 





Elliott Sharfe joins announcer staff 
of WSAY, Rochester, replacing Bill 
Folger who quit to become a cub 
reporter on the Rochester Times- 
Union. Harland Evans added to 
WSAY commercial staff as advertis- 
ing salesman. 


JOSEPHRINES 


And His 


ORCHESTRA 
Hotel St. Regis 


Viennese Roof 
2nd Consecutive Year 
NBC—THRICE WEEKLY 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


























HILDEGARDE 


RADIO 
BOB RIPLEY'S 
“BELIEVE IT OR NOT” 


Fridays at 10:30 P.M. 
E.D.S.T.—CBS 


Per. Mgr—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 
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VEILLS” 


By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU 


MORE 


[AUGHTER EARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 99 **/ i090 ° 


LISTEN 
| IN .. 





TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EDST 
CBS - WABC— 


COAST TO COAST 


2:15 to 2:30 P.M. EDST 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG., NEW YORK CITY 


























NOW 
ih 
TELEVENTRILOQUISM" 
VIA 
with REGINALD J. TRICKPUSS 
IN PERSON TELEVISION 
NIGHTLY AT THE Friday, June 9th 
ASTOR ROOF, NEW YORK at 8:30 to 9:30 P.M. 
with RUDY VALLEE Over N.B.C.’s W2XBS 
MANAGEMENT 
M. C. A. 
Thanks to MILES INGALLS, PHIL BLOOM and JOHNNY DUGAN 
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Gerald Cock of BBC 
Asked W. Hays to Release 
American Shorts for Tele 


London, May 30. 


Back from his trip to New York 
to 0.0. visio progress there, BBC 
television director Gerald Cock scut- 
tled into niding to dodge the pencil 
and notebook boys anxious to get his 
reactions. It’s a way they have at 
BBC, because Press stories must be 
officially okayed. . Cock, after con- 
sultation, will probably invite in the | 
lads for a formal interview on the 
outcome of his visit. 

He got caught unawares by one| 
snooper as he came off the boat train, 
and then admitted to conversations | 
with the Hays office, at which he} 
suggested the picture industry should | 
release shorts te BBC to fill out its | 
daily schedules. Said he would talk | 
over this angle with the trade if in- 
vited by them. 

In pursuance of policy as indicated 
above, this statement drew an offi- 
cial denial from the Corp. . 


PAR, DUMONT PARLEY 
ON TELEVISION CO-OP 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Paramount and DuMont are get- 
ting together on the wedding of the 
arts pictures and television. Morti- 
mer Loewi, board chairman of Du-| 
Mont, is here conferring with stu- 
dio officials on some kind of a work- 
ing arrangement. 

Paramount is partner of DuMont, 
having bought a half interest in the 
visio company. 

Du Mont is planning a station at 
Glendale, Calif., near Hollywood. A 
corporation set up for the purpose has 
Paul Raibourne, many years with 
Paramount and head of the statisti- 
cal department of the company, as 
president, 

Televish organization also is pre- 
paring to build a transmitter in Pas- 
saic, N, J. 




















Calvin Jackson and Bob Magee, 
Teturn to WRAW, Reading, Pa. 





E. M. I. BIG SCREEN 
TELECAST PRETTY GOOD 


London, May 30. 


Electric and Musical Industries, 
biggest radio and recording trust in 
this country, after secreily working 
many months on a process of big 
screen visio, exposed the results this 
week, when they staged the Derby 
transmission at a private presenta- 
tion. System is based on the 
Cathode tube principle, and projects 
picture 15 feet by 12 feet 6 inches 
from a unit located 40 to 50 feet 
either in front of or behind the 
screen. 


As demonstrated, outfit gives the 
most brilliant image yet achieved, 
and definition also shows clear ad- 
vances on similar scale efforts as 
previously viewed here. 
tube distortion have been largely 
eliminated, and system certainly 
looks set to go places, 

E. M. I. state they are ready to 
go into production, and are ogling 
the West End theatres with a view 


lof getting an installation to serve 
l!as show window. 


Eckman’s Dicker 


Preliminary dickering took place 
between Sam Eckman, Jr., and the 
E. M. 1.-Marconi group with a view 
of putting visio into Metro’s big Em- 
pire in -Leicester Square. Hasn't 
yet got any definite: place. Eckman 
Saw a private demonstration of 
company’s new unit several weeks 
back. He’s the British manager for 
M-G. 

Scophony also saying they will 
next install the Odeon at Swiss Cot- 
tage, which is outside the West End 


fringe, and that their system is due | 
| into another key house in the central 


belt. That would make eight thea- 
tres with big television screen, be- 
yond which Baird are under con- 
tract to put equipment in one or 
more Gaumont-British cinemas. 





Wheelahan to New York 


New Orleans, June 6. 
Harold Wheelahan, general man- 
ager of WSMB, left here Friday 
night (2) for New York. 


Attending special meeting of Copy- | 


right Committee of the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters, 


Lens and | 


FILM MEN CALL ON BRITISH POSTMASTER | 





N. Y. (NBC) Television 





June 7 
(8:30-9:30) Bert Lytell in ‘The 
Valiant’; Kim Loo Sisters; Allan 
Prescott. 
June 9 
(8:30-9:30) Ella Logan, Buck 
and Bubbles, Billy Daniels, Mary 
Parker, Joseph Rines, Bob Nel- 
ler with ‘Reggie’ (dummy). 











Television Atop Empire 
Requires P.A. Fixing 








Chief engineer at the McAlpin ho- 


tel is readjusting amplification sys- 
tem now that Johnny Messner has 
moved his band up on the roof, Re- 
cent tests showed that the close 
proximity of the television transmit- 
er atop the Empire State building 
cut into regular working of the am- 
plifiers, 

Not known what was responsible, 
but believed that the hotel’s public 
address system is affected by the 
short wave operation of the tele- 
vision broadcasting. Hotel manage- 
ment is seeking realignment so that 
sound effects will not cut in on any 
speechmaking or other amplication 
at the spot. 





Another Television Corp. 
Albany, June 6. 

United States Television Manufac- 
turing Corp. has been chartered to 
manufacture and deal in radios and 
television sets. Capital stock is 
$150,000, $1 par value. 

Directors are: J. B. Milliken, P. H. 
| Milliken and L. P. Jubien, New York 
' City. 





| 
| issue has 
| 
| 


BUT HE NEVER LEARNS WHAT THEY WANT 





Session 


Protesting Television Committee Suddenly Discovers 
It’s Not United—Split Widens After Strange 





London, May 30. 
Recent delegation of film people to 
| Postmaster-General on the television 
promoted amusing situ- 
After exhibs and distribs 





ation. 


| thought they had agreed on a case, 


ithey met the Post Office boss—but 


then. instead of presenting a common 
plea, split two ways and came from 
the interview with P.M.G. in total 
ignorance of what they truly wanted. 

the two trade parties, | 


At Hotel Block Away Cinematoztaph Exhibitors Ass’n and | 


Kinematograph Renters Society, met 
again, and found the cleavage of | 
view had widened to an unbridge- 
able abyss, C.E.A. representatives be- | 
ing rent in twain with diametrically 
opposed versions of the situation. 
Distribs for the most part declare 
there ain’t no good in visio where 
the theatre is concerned; it will di- 
minish playing time and markets for 
their products and ought to be re- 
garded purely as home entertain- 
ment, the industry having no part of 
it. While sponsoring that view, they 
had not, however, taken into the 
reckoning television affiliations in 
America of Paramount (with Du 
Mont) or the subsequently an- 
nounced collaboration between 20th 
Century-Fox and Gaumont British 
in developing the Baird system, 
Some of the exhibs agree with the 
view, though not for the same rea- 
sons; their slant is that introduction 
of big screen visio is giving an added 
handle to the circuits and more sub- 
stantial interests, and that the indies 
will suffer, both on account of the 
fierce competition and because of a 
product famine which would con- 
ceivably ensue. But that’s only one 
angle; the opposition section wel- 











|come visio, on account of the way it 
} would strengthen their bargaining 


power with the distribs, while they 
also aver it will help to revive flag- 
ging public interest in their theatres, 
At the same time, this section ex- 
pects safeguards by way of BBC con- 
trol of fees, and latest inside dope 
is that this policy is being recom- 


|mended to the P.M.G. by his Tele- 
| vision Advisory Committee. 


Situation means C.E.A. and K.R.S. 
cannot meet again till the main bat- 
tle has been fought-—and it may be 
a lengthy affair—though each side 
individually will review develop- 
ments. Exhibs particularly will use 
their annual convention in Blackpool 
end of June as a forum on which to 
flog out the pros and cons. 

News theatre scction of the exhib 
side is one group that lines up 
against visio, and its representative 
organization is seeking an interview 
with P.M.G. to urge him to keep it 
for home distribution. 


WHB Revamps News Dept. 


Kansas City, June 6. 

Radio news department at Station 
WHB undergoes complete revision , 
effective this week. New set-up will 
be based on INS wire with nine 
broadcasts daily, four general news 
and five departmental or feature 
blasts. 

Bob Caldwell, Jr., gets tagged as 
department head under title of chief 
commentator, with Gene Crum as 
radio reporter, M. H. ‘Mouse’ 
Straight as news editor, Frank Bar- 
hydt as city editor and Ernie Whit- 
ney handling’ sports. Josephine 
Jobes and = Phyllis Sebree_ will 
handle women’s and society depart- 
ment, 

















Season 1938-39 . 


Al Jolson 
Al Pearce 


RCA Television 


Season 1939-40 . 


HALL TONITE” 





BRISTOL MYERS’ FRED ALLEN “TOWN HALL TONITE” 
VITALIS “FOR MEN ONLY” 
GUEST STARS WITH: 


Benny Goodman 


Four Consecutive Weeks at the NEW YORK PARAMOUNT 
immediately Re-Engaged to Return in September! 
Recording Exclusively for DECCA 


Warner Bros. Pictures 


SIGNED TO RETURN WITH FRED ALLEN TO “TOWN 


Exclusive Management 2 


HARRY NORWOOD 


45 Rockefeller Plaza @ Radio City @ New York 
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‘BY KATHLEEN NORRIS’ 
Serial drama 
15 Mins. Lecal 
BISQUICK (General Mills) 
Daily, 1:45 p. m. 
KYW, Philadelphia 
(Knox-Reeves) ‘ 
This is a 13-week test campaign 
of a new show employing dramatiza- 
tions of pular Kathleen Norris 
novels. Show is pumped to KYW 
from NBC studios in New _ York. 
Writing and production is by Phillips 
H. Lord, Inc., but the title “By Kath- 
leen Norris’ will suggest to listeners | 
she actually writes the radio scripts. 
Mrs. Norris is the author of some 





60 books and hundreds of short 
stories and serials for magazines and 
syndication. Her 1: me is deemed | 
box office. This is the first time her | 
work has been adapted to radio. Al- 
though there were some doubtful pe- 
culiarities as heard Monday on the 
getaway, if the show holds up to the 
interest of the initial stanza—short- 
ened by considerable explanatory 
material—it offers hope for some- 
thing better than much of the cur- 
rent daytime script drivel. 

First novel to be ethered is ‘Wom- 
an in Love.’ No indication was given 


sor is driving at. 


‘WHEN A GIRL MARRIES’ 

With John Raby, Noel Mills, Frances 
Woodbury, Ed Jerome, Michacl 
Fitzmaurice, Irene Winston, Joan 
Tetzel 

15 Mins. 

PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE 

Daily, 2:45 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(Benton & Bowles) 


Insurance, long high on the at oad 
is- | 


missing radio business, shows a 
position to bestir itself, partly be- 
cause it has been taking a bad drub- 
bing from so-called radio ‘counsel- 
lors’ who are telling the public quite 
frankly that any advice from an In- 
surance avent is biased and unre- 
liable. There are two types 
of policy singled out for attack—one, 
the endowment, and two, the indus- 
trial. This radio program ballyhoos 
the industrial-type with weekly pre- 
miums (25c is mentioned) so that 


it is possible to know from the com- | 


mercial copy that the program is in- 
tended to please ‘D’ and ‘E” homes. 
Seldom does casual listening to a 
serial furnish the reviewer such a 
clear clue to what and who the spon- 
Obviously, 25c-a- 


ELLIOTT ROOSEVELT 
Commentator 

15 Mins. 

EMERSON KADIO 
T-T-S; 7:15 p.m. 
WOR-MBS, New York 





President’s son has been doing a, 
‘commentary over Texas siate net-| 
i work, of which he is head, for two. 
Under Emerson radio spon- | 


years. 
sorship he now goes on Mutual 
coast to coast. 

Radio career man of the first fam- 
ily speaks well, a tribal custom. His 


|tone timber is very similar to his 
| famous dad’s. 


Devoting most of his time to in- 
troducing himself to new listeners 
and explaining that he intended to 
put future tense, i.e. prophecy, into 
the news Roosevelt did not, on his 
Saturday hearing (3), give a very 
concrete example of what he him- 
self said his talks would be like. 
He alluded tc the Jews stranded on 
the German liner and the sudden 
outbreak of piety in Hyde Park. His 
most significant remarks and the 
only eyebrow-raiser of the starter 
was his frank drum-thumping for 


ED EAST’S ‘NAME IT AND TAKE 
YT’ 

Kid Novelty 

30 Mins.—tecal 

DR. BROWN’S CEL-R“Y 

Friday, 5 p.m. 

WIZ, New York 


(Humbert & Jones) 


This looks a cinch to do a bang- 
up job for the beverage and to ex- 
tend beyond the present single mar- 
ket experiment. Ed East has fash- 
ioned a program with surefire ele- 
ments both as to entertainment and 
merchandizing. To the basic for- 
mula which has a bright approach 
and a practical simplicity, East, 
veteran broadcaster and vaude- 
villian, brings a hard-hitting, un- 
remitting pressure that buoys up the 
proceedings and skillfully obviates 
any pauses or lapses. His handling 
throughout was a near-classic exam- 
ple of a radio performer putting his 
heart into the job. It had all the 
tautness of a performance at the old 
Palace. 


Strictly for kids, the program of- 
fers a slick way to stir up whole- 
some excitement among them. Many 
adults will be amused. The program 





—— 


MATTY MALNECK ORCHESTRA 
15 Mins. 

PALL MALL 

Thursday, 7:15 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


(Young & Rubicam) 


Matty Malneck, alumnus of Payl 
Whiteman and now conducting a 
dance orchestra on the Coast, brin 
to Pall Mall a summer quarter hour 
whick. will give that cigaret an ‘in’ 
with the small circle to whom ex. 
cessively stylized music appeals. It 
does not seem that Malneck’s cross- 
ruffed melody qualifies as the com- 
mon denominator of large segments 
of the masses. 


‘Swing’ in classification but not the 
kind of jamming that usually passes 
under that name. Rather the Mal- 
neck stuff impresses as musical ex- 
perimentation. Leader has advancéd 
ideas. No doubt of that. He is per- 
sonally ambitious to plow new fur- 
rows. But just now over the air and 
for the average ear the results carry 
a question mark. 

The listener is ever-conscious of 
the instruments rather than the 
musie, the arrangemerts and tech- 
nique rather than any sense of pleas- 








of how many episodes it will be di- 
vided into. It is the story of a young 
girl, just out of convent school, and 
her tribulations with her family—all 
broke and broken down actors— 
when she falls in love. Locale is San 
Francisco, home lot of Kathleen and 
Charles Norris, both novelists. 
Tee-off was neatly done except for 


week burial insurance ($500 benefit) 
places this one very accurately in 
income and I.Q. level; and the enter- 
tainment, as such, may, for once, be 
judged in proper focus. 

‘When A Girl Marries’ seems more 
than likely to please a large share 
of the audience at whom it is beamed 


John Nance Garner as president in 
1940. He said parenthetically there 
would be free Emerson radios as 
prizes for the best letter sent him 
on topics of the day and one of the 
topics of the day was whether any 
president should serve a third term. 


Roosevelt handles the commercials 


is a quiz with a difference. Each 
child picks a package (of varying 
sizes). East reads a jingle which 
hints at the contents of the package. 
If the kid guesses correctly he gets 
the contents, plus a silver dollar, 
plus two bottles of Cel-rey. If fail- 
ing there’s 25c. for effort and two 


ure or any tendency to surround to 
a mood. Musicians and advanced 
members of the cult of hot jazz may 
fancy the game of ring-round-rosie 
which the Malneck violin, accordion, 
guitar, harp, bass, piano and timpani 
play on familar airs. The question is 
not whether he does what he does 


f bottles of Cel-rey. well, or otherwise, but whether it’s 
via some 50-odd CBS stations. It is} himself a la Boake Carter. Land. = aber : : 

the unusual procedure ot the char-|hoke from a master-hand, Elaine sti at, ae eS eee ee 

acters slipping out of their roles to| Sterne Carrington. And as acted and , 

address the ‘radio audience’ directly 


directed it keeps the emotional pitch | ‘LETTERS TO THE PUBLIC’ Sas See SS eee ee See 
with background material.: Inasmuch 


as the background provided was eas- 
ily gathered from the script it seemed 
unshowmanly and a needless tech- 
nique. Introduction, by a voice sub- 
bing for Mrs. Norris, and the en- 
trance of the principal character was 
well handled. 

Commercials were considerably 
shorter than usual daytime brand— 
the usual practice for the first time 
out, Herb. 





in simple, unmistakable terms. 
was a tune, a child could whistle it. 


in a small town gathered at dinner 
to hear the announcement of the en- 


If it 
The episode caught had ‘our set’ 


gazement of Joan and Phil. Mean- 
while, Joan has taken a sudden shine 
to a newcomer to town, one Harry. 
Harry doesn’t know she’s. en- 
gaged. The triangle permits glimpses 
through the trellis-work of a domi- 
neering mama who is not going to 





With Barry Mineah, Bill Miller, 
Hans Kolmar, Bobbie Schwarz and 
Ida Reiter 

15 Mins.—Lecal 

UNITED CHARITIES, INC. 

Sunday, 10:30 a.m. 

WEW, St. Louis 


Interrupting the routine of its 
weekly ‘Letters to the Public’ series 
to make a contribution to Memorial 
Day in the shape of a gripping drama 
the moral of which was a vigorous 


shrewd calculation. The boxing 
gloves for example, was the one 
prize that most completely capti- 
vated the kids. Whereupon Capt. 
Eddie (as East is called), exploited 
the spiritual yen of the kids. Bottle 
caps can be added up to swap for a 
similar set of nose-massagers. Pro- 
gram represents a consistently tight, 
but never forced integration of the 
prize bait with the program fun. 


There are several light interpola- 


‘QUICKSILVER’ 
With Bobby Brewn, Ransom Sher- 


man 

Comedy Quiz 

15 Mins.-Local 
TUMS 

Tuesday, 6:15 p.m. 
WMAQ, Chicago 


(H. W. Kastor) 


New showing being tried here 
locally for the Lewis-Howe com- 


) i tions. East evoked comedy hisses | pany’s Tums product looks promis- 
let daughter ditch the rich guy to! preachment against war and its dire! and boos when asking 12-year olds| ing. (Goes network on the NBC . 
‘ORDER OF ADVENTURERS’ marry a nobody. And there’s aj} consequences, United Charities, Inc.,| what their favorite baseball team | red web two weeks hence.) 
With Admiral Richard E. Byrd, Col.| mama and a 16-year-old brother of |sponsor of the series, uncovered a| was. Some said the Dodgers, others Public participation show that 
Theodore Roosevelt, Dr. Roy Chap- | Harry for whom the poor guy is|talented juve whose performance the Giants. In each case there was| might be a bet for a tie-up with 
man Andrews, Lowell ‘Thomas, | financially responsible. Love begins 


makes him worthy of further sur- 
veillance. Barry Mineah, cast as 
‘Bobby’ son of a world war veteran 
who finally succumbs to injuries, en- 
acted his role with the zing of a vet 
and was an outstander. 


The story deals with a meeting, 
after death, between Jack McIntyre, 


Capt. Felix Reisenberg 


an explosion of partisan feeling 
30 Mins. 
Ss 


from the audience. All very amus- 
ing and lively. 


In mid-program a singing bee 
with specially written lyrics brought 
some good clean diversion as a 
breather. (The big studio at NBC is 
used.) Here, as in the jingles, the 


theatres that may work out to the 
mutual benefit of theatre and spon- 
sor. For the local shot program is 
using public gathering places such 
as railroad stations, but may tie up 
with a loop theatre when show goes 
network. . 

Individual members of the audi- 


its first 13 weeks with social, sexual, 
family, class and meddlesome com- 
plications. Oh, yes, the poor young 
man works for Joan's father. 
There is a sort of plausible realism 
to the heavily-plotted story. The 
characters are clearly drawn to fit 
the 72-point letters in which each is 


ustaining 
Monday, 8 p. m. 
WIZ-NBC, New York 

This program’s a natural. Built 
somewhat along the lines of the 
Floyd Gibbons idea of culling the 











country for adventure stories, it has 
the advantage of the reservoir of 
close calls undoubtedly experienced 
by most of the above cast of explor- 
ers, travellers and gadabouts. Idea is 
to have listeners write to the Adven- 
turers and detail their experiences. 
Best will be selected for airings with 
the writer making a personal ap- 
pearance. Issued to those accepted, 
as Club insignia, are gold buttons. 
On the initial airing (5), beside a 
tale miked by a member, two guests 
were on tap. First was Vincent 
Sheehan, foreign correspondent for 
the Chicago Tribune, and Howard 
Keys, soldier from Fort Totten, Bay- 
side, L. I. Sheean recounted his ex- 
erience of December, 1934, while 
rying to fulfill an ent to in- 
terview Ab-del-krim, rebel 
leader in Spanish Morocco, Keys told 
of rescuing two women from a sight- 





seeing trip up an Hawaiian semi- 
active vo . Both were hair- 
raisers. 


rs. Roy Andrews told of nearly 
ane to death in a situation in 
a 


Tales are made doubly effective 
throu the make-believ of an 
excellent cast which drama the 
guests’ stories. And the spine-tin- 
gling musical backgroun the or- 
chestra directed by Joseph Honti. 
Charles Warburton scripts. Ben 
“lpative 30 matemnee, 0 2 d 

minu as far as 
glk Ge & cae be hee a 


being made clear early that no titles 


were to be used. ding is rife 
and seems ntaneous. 
P. S. While tellin- the stories the 


speaker has te sit in a chair said 
to be once owned by Marco Polo. It 


communicates mystic qualities of im- 
agination. 


‘LETTERS HOME’ (From Fair) 
With Ray Perkins, Helen E. Bennett, 
Milten Cress 


15 Mins. 

WESTINGHOUSE 

Sunday, 5:45 

WJZ-NBC, New York 

WwW PS ns a ha 

es appears ve 

solved the problem of it butttine 

name and elaborate exhibit 


at the New York fair before the 

ublic with this show. And also 
build considerable goodwill with out- 
of-town visitors. Sunday session 
brings four new letter-writing win- 
mers before the mike each week, 
briefly delivers its message and still 
manages to be entertaining. Four 
most interesting ‘letters home’ 
weekly mean $15 for the epistle 
scribler and same for recipient. 
ae ee eee 
splits same way. 

Ray Perkins, piano-playing, singer 
and punster, well suited to m.c., 
aided by Helen E. Bennett, as his 
assistant postmaster. Perkins handles 
the winners adroitly and with mini- 
mum of by-play. Besides plugging 
the fair, the Westinghouse building 
at the exposition is held up to radio 
listeners as a ‘must visit’ spot. 

Milton Cross spiels. Wear. 








labeled. The babble at the dinner 
table was easy to follow. In fact, 
the program possessed a thoroughly 
professional fluidity. Land. 


‘NEWS AND RHYTHM’ 

With Todd Hunter, Dave Bacal, Carl 

Hohengarten orch. 

30 Mins. 

DARI-RICH (Bowey’s, Inc.) 

Sunday, 11 a.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Stack-Gobel) 

With Dave Bacal and the Carl 

Hohengarten orchestra occupying 

most of this 30-minute morning 

siesta and Todd Hunter doing his 

familiar radio reporting, this new 

show from Chicago (WBBM) stacks 

up well despite too heavy thumping 

for the chocolate drink. 

Hunter’s reporter stint covers 
‘freak’ type of yarns and humorous 
events culled from the ticker. No 
late flash matter. Style he employs 
in reading odd tales puts it over. His 
effectiveness is considerably reduced 
by having to spiel commercials too 
frequently while Tommy Bartlett, 
announcer, is silent. 

Bacal lends color to the musical 
portion with his novachord instru- 
mentalizing of ‘Deep Purple’ and 
“Minuet in Jazz.’ Topflight entry for 
this music. 

Hohengarten’s crew of 16 (CBS 
outfit) carries along nicely between 
Hunter’s tall tales and —., 

ear. 





‘AFFAIRS OF ANTHONY’ 
Dramatic Serial 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily, 5:30 


p.m. 
WIZ-NBC, New York 

Written by a Milwaukee advertis- 
ing woman, Sandra Michael, and 
presented from NBC's Chicago 
branch under the direction of Wunn 
Wright, this sentimental piece con- 
cerns Anthony Marleybone Hamil- 
ton, an orphan who discovers he 
ain’t. Serial was tried out by NBC 
last year and is back for another 
try. It rates the opportunity for it 
has been done quite nicely in the 
realm of radio small-town family 
dramatics. 

The episode reviewed was con- 
cerned with the interview wherein 
the orphan learned from a lawyer 
he was the heir to the Marleybone 
acres. It then jumped to the old 
homestead where the maiden aunts 
and their eccentric housemaid, 
Baker, got the news and tipped off 
that they are fine old chips out of 
the Gene Stratton-Porter block. 
Eeccentrics, with hearts of water- 
melon size, they’re a cinch to adore 
the reappearing Tony Marleybone, 
lost son of their beloved brother. 

It would seem millions of average 
Americans would find the goings-on 
and the people worth owing. 





Nicely acted and produced. Land. 





an American, and Hans Mueller, a 
German whom he bayonetted to 
death in a shell hole into which he 
wandered when lost in a battle. 
Bobby, MclIntyre’s son, in a dream, 
is present at the meeting in the 


} celestial realm and participates in 


the conversation that finally results 
in Mueller forgiving McIntyre and 
the latter exacting a promise from 
his son that he will devote his energy 
in fighting the forces that cause war 
with its resulting death and misery 
: “aaa and non-combatants 
alike. 


The horror angle was reduced to a 
minimum. Script written by Robert 
Schulman called for lots of throat 
tightening and was produced con- 
vincingly. Harry E. McClain pro- 
duced. Sahu. 


FOLLOW-UP COMMENT 


NBC blue network has launched a 
noveity audience participation pro- 
gram, also using professional per- 
formers. It’s called ‘The Order of 
Adventurers.’ Leslie Bain brought 
the idea into the house and is its 
director. George Ludlum handles 
scripting and Roy Maypole the re- 
search. An NBC house band back- 
grounds. 


A jury judges the tales told by ad- 
venturers. Admiral Byrd, Col. Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, Lowell Thomas, Capt. 
Felix Riesenberg and Roy Chapman 
Andrews are the present jury. Pro- 
fessional actors handle flashback 
dramatizations of the adventures re- 
ported by the guest personages. 
Vincent Sheean, the novelist, and 
Howard Keys, a private in the U. S. 
Army, spun autobiographical yarns 
on the getaway Monday (5). 

Program sits its adventurers in the 


Marco Polo chair (guaranteed au- 
thentic ). 

















Fleyd Roberts, by an ironic twist, 
in a broadcast from Indianapolis 
during the Voice of Firestone pro- 
gram over NEC the night before he 
met death in a triple crash on the 
Speedway, said his children and 


around the radio home in Van Nuys, 
Cal. and this was one of the rea- 
sons he wanted to repeat the victory 
(unexpected) in the 1938 500-mile 
classic. Roberts stated his young- 
sters would feel proud on hearing 


of their father’s victory. He also 
wanted to win for Mrs. Roberts. 
Toward the end of the rather 


lengthy cut-in, Roberts mentioned 
that he used Firestone tires not only 
in racing, but on his private car 
and truck because he wished to 
take no unnecessary chances ‘with 
the safety of my wife and children.’ 

Day following the race news serv- 
ices ran lengthy stories from the 





sob angle which were picked up and 
dramatized on the air. 


note of preparation and effort de- 
serves secial commendation. The 
only picayune flaw that might be 
mentioned was Capt. Eddie’s slight 





their playmates would be gathered | 


tendency to over-use the word ‘now’ 
in starting sentences. That could get 
monotonous. Nora Sterling, radio 
old-timer, is assisting East on the 
program. It looks like they have 
come through with a bull’s-eye. 
Land. 


JACK BERCH and ORCHESTRA 
Transcriptions 


15 Mins, 

GULF SPRAY 
Wed.-Fri., 1 P. M. 
WGY, Schenectady 


(Young & Rubicam) 


Berch, who has warbled with a 
small orchestra on daytime house- 
hold product networkers, is doing 
same type program on discs cut by 
Associated Music of N. Y. Recorded 
spiels are for Gulf Spray, moth 
killer; station blurbs include Gulf 
gas and oil. 


Main aim apparently is at women 
listeners, who should find Berch’s 
entertainment to their liking. He 
posseses a fair tenor voice and uses 
it well. Standard numbers and 
older pops are given a play, in- 
dicating audience visualized is well 
past the jitterbug stage. Even the 
orchestra includes yesteryear favor- 
ites. In addition to singing, Berch 
dialogs with Announcer Johnny 
King. A breezy, light comedy touch 
is sought. Berch, of likeable per- 
sonality, leans to the intimate in his 
approach, 


Band is not large enough to make 
a sharp impression, but suffices. 


At signoff, an area dealer’s name is 
mentioned. A clothes brush offer is 
made on the spray, price tabbed. 
Nothing remarkable on these plat- 
ters, but for talent money spent, 
results should be okay. Jaco. 


WORLD’S FAIR REPORTER 
With Russ Johns 

Talk 

15 Mins.; Local 

Sustaining 

Daily, 6:15 p. m. 

WNYC, New York 


Besides being information there's 
lots of swell human interest report- 
ing in this daily quarter-hour. The 
material is gathered by the station's 
ovzn staffman who spends the entire 
day around the Fair, and it’s enter- 
tainingly documented and delivered. 


Descriptions of places and events 
are interspersed with anecdotes that 
are quaint and funny. The program 
caught Friday (2) had at least two 
solid laughs; one story was about the 
old lady who was waiting for the 
show at the Magna Charta exhibit 
to begin just because the venerated 
document is set on a miniature stage, 
while the other had to do with a 
rural tourist who misinterpreted a 
request that he signature the regis- 
ter in one of the state buildings. 


ence are asked to give the correct 
answer to riddles such as ‘what is 
faster, heat or cold.’ Answer be- 
ing, ‘cold’ since anybody can catch 
it. Simple stuff and geared to the 
taste of the great mass of the pub- 
lic. For the correct answer the in- 
dividual is given as much as $15 in 
coin. However, even a miss _ is, 
worth a silver buck to the indi- 
vidual. For a mail tie-up there is a 
coin return of $5 to each person who 
sends in a riddle used on the pro- 
gram. 

Bobby Brown does smart, experi- 
enced job in handling interviewees 
on the program and in propounding 
the questions. Ransom Sherman 
didn’t have much to do when heard 
and failed to hit the proper pace for 
this type of program. A louder and 
more exuberant type of comedian 
seemed indicated. Gold. 


LISA SERGIO 

News Comment 

30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. 
WQXR, New York 


Former announcer and commenta- 
tor (mostly on musical subjects and 
programs) for NBC, Lisa Sergio 1s 
currently a prize item in the WQXR 
window. Although she’s Italian-born, 
she speaks perfect English, both as 
to grammar and pronunciation, and 
has an excellent but not too ani- 
mated voice. She wisely sticks to 
straight commenting, avoiding the 
outright femme slant most gal spiel- 
ers affect. Since all commenting 
inevitably is an expression of view- 
point, her session has the feminine 
flavor without being overboard on 
housewifery. ; 

First portion of the shot is straight 
news reporting and rather objective 
commenting. Then there’s a brief 
interlude of music, followed by & 
guest interview. On program caught 
Miss Sergio had Emily Bax, author 
of a recent book about her experl- 
ences and memories as a clerical aide 
at the U. S. embassy in London. 
Proved an absorbing and colorful 
visitor, with plenty of interest to say 
and an unaffected way of speaking. 
All in all, it’s a reasonably satis- 
factory program for a minor — 

obe. 





Abe Lyman, Time Seller, 
In Voluntary Bankruptcy 


Abe Lyman, not the band leader, 
salesman for radio station WBNX, 
filed a voluntary petition of bank- 
ruptey in N. Y. federal court Thurs- 
day (1), listing liabilities ‘of $6,292 
and exempt assets of $12,000 in the 
form of life insurance policies. 

Among his creditors are Mitchell 
Levitsky of WEVD, $200; McKinley 
Sq. Theatre Building Corp., $250, 
and Isador Lash, of the Hebrew 

















Odec. 


Writers Union, $25. 
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RAP MCA-CRA ‘MONOPOLY’ 


Share-with-Men Rule Adopted 


Not Hirmg Morris as Point Assayer 





Question of Availability Right Where It Was—85%, 


of Credits Represented on Present Committee 


Question of finding a solution to | 


the controversy over availability 
classification is back to where it was 
months ago. The publisher faction of 
the ASCAP sitting as a classification 
committee last Friday (2) decided 


that the employment of an ‘expert’ 
for this task was unnecessary and 
that the problem might be mini- 
mized if the membership of the spe- 
cial. availability committee, now con- 
sisting of seven publishers, were ex- 
panded. 

Publishers who have expressed 
dissatisfaction with their availability 
ratings received the report of the 
board’s conclusions with various de- 
grees of cynicism. To this critical 
element it seems that the dominant 
figures on the board are more de- 
termined than ever to take no 
chances on having their present roy- 
alty allocations disturbed. The pubs 
on the board represent over 85% 
of the total number of availability 
points. 

The availability committee is 
slated to do some more classifying 
by the end of this month as a pre- 
liminary to the distribution of 
ASCAP’s royalty plum for the sec- 
ond quarter of 1939. Little jockey- 
ing of current standings is expect- 
ed to come out of these availability 
meetings. 

During the Friday meeting the 
board engaged in a lengthy discus- 
sion over the proposal that Edwin 
H. (Buddy) Morris, former head of 
the Warner Bros. music group, be 
retained as a moderator of avail- 
ability ratings. Morris had asked for 
$7,500 a quarter and a contract for 
18 months. The proposition did not 
meet with the board's favor. 


JACOB HANDELSMAN 
LOSES DEAL FEE SUIT 


Claim of Jacob Handelsman for 








"$2,500 against Archie Fletcher, of the 


Joe Morris Music Co., was tossed out 
by Chief Justice Frank Wendell of 
the City Court last week before the 
case could go to the jury. Handels- 
man contended that the money was 
due him for negotiating for the sale 
of the Morris catalog te the Para- 
mount Pictures Corp. last fall. 


Fletcher, who eventually bought 
the firm, submitted at the trial a 
memorandum from Paramount coun- 
se] which indicated that all terms 
and conditions of the deal had not 
been set. The court agreed that since 
there only had been a meeting of 
minds and no money had changed 
hands Handelsman was not entitled 
to a brokerage fee. 

J. T. Abeles represented Fletcher. 





Jack Davis of Australia 
Arrives in N.Y.C. Friday 


Jack Davis, of D. Davis & Co., 
publishing firm in Sydney, Australia, 
arrives in New York from England 
this Friday (9). He expects to close 
several agency deals for American 
catalogs before returning home. 

Davis recently got the Australian 
rights to ‘Sunrise Serenade,’ with 
Samuel Mannis, of the Alfred Music 
Co., acting for him. 


Little Jack Little Back 


Out of the band biz for some time, 
Little Jack Little returns at the end 
of this month with a new band now 
in rehearsal. He's tied to Consoli- 
dated Radio Artists. Goes into Pali- 


sades Amusement Park, Chicago. 
July 8 after opening June 2€ with a 
Series of one-nighters. 

Little has been in Europe for six 
months. His former band, now co- 
operative, is still around as the Mit- 
chell Ayres combo. 











+ 
| Biggest for 1939 





‘Deep Purple’ (Robbins) takes 
rating as 1939’s biggest sheet 
seller to date. The song has 
gone over 400,000 copies. 

The original piano version put 
out in 1934 is still selling in 
huge quantities. 


LEADER-PUBS 
SEEN AS OVER 
SANGUINE 


The music publishers don’t fancy 
the idea of name bandmen suddenly 
becoming music publishers although 
taking the attitude that ‘they’ll find 
out,’ and pointing to the heavy in- 
vestment by Fred Waring in Words 
& Music, the Lombardos in Olman 
Music Ca., and others who have es- 
sayed to become pubs. 

It’s one thing for the bands to as- 
sist in making song hits, and oft- 
times of their own compositions, but 
it’s something else again when the 
bandmen start picking song mss. and 
think they'll plug their catalogs into 
hitdom. 


| It’s Columbia New 
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Aibany, June 6. 

| Anticipated change in the name of 
the American Record Corp. to the 
Columbia Retording Corp. maiterial- 
ized last week. Counsel for CBS, 
new owner of the recording group, 
filed notice of the substitution and 
on the same day obtained a charter 
from the secretary of state for the 
CRC to conduct business in New 
York state. 

Capital stock of the Columbia Re- 
cording Corp. is 100 shares, no par 
value. The American Record Corp. 
held a Delaware charter. 





New York offices and recording 
setup of Columbia Recording Co. 
(American Record) moves this Fri- 
day (9) to 799 7th Ave. It will be 
housed with branch studios of Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting. 

Columbia's platter factory is in 
Bridgeport, Conn. 














GOLDKETTE’S CONCERT 


Called a Symph, It Will 
‘Modern’ Synco Band 








First concert of the American 
Symphony Orchestra, for the benefit 
of the MacDowell Assn., which aids 
American musical artists, takes place 
tomorrow night (Thursday) at Car- 
negie Hall, New York. Jean Gold- 
kette, pioneer jazz maestro, will 
conduct. Actually, it’s a syncopated 
band, rather than a symph. 

Purpose of the American Symph 
will be to encourage American 
music. Composers who will be rep- 
resented on the initia! program by 
their works are George Gershwin, 
| Dana Suesse, Edward MacDowell, 
{for whom the assn. was created; 
‘Jacques Wolf, Aaron Copland, Otto 
| Cesana. 








“‘Welcame the Werld’ is an added 
| starter in the list of tunes dedicated 
to the N. Y. World’s Fair. It’s sub- 
title is “The World of Tomorrow.’ 
Nathan L. Spector did the melody 
and Arthur A. Lipschultz the lyrics. 


Established Ones, Richm 


i 


| 
! 
' 


| 








ISSUE DUE TO POP 
AT AEM. RALLY 


Convention in Kansas City 
Also Faces the Spectre of 
9,000 Musicians Dropped 
Off Federal Rolls 





OTHER MATTERS 





American Federation of Musicians 
convention, which opens Monday 
(12) in the Municipal Auditorium, 
Kansas City, will be faced with a 
bitter wrangle over the allocation of 
network lines for the pickup of re- 
mote dance bands. Delegates from 
various eastern locals, including 
Pittsburgh, are expected to attack 
the setup which limits them to but 
an occasional web outlet. Joseph N. 
Weber, AFM prez, it is understood, 
is prepared to answer this fire with 
an array of statistics showing that 
the comparatively small number of 
network hours available for such 
pickups makes a wider distribution 
of facilities hardly possible. 


Indications have been given that 
the Music Corp. of America and 
Consolidated Radio Artists, Inc., will 
be singled out as critical objects in 
the proposed attack on _ pick-up 
facilities ‘monopoly.’ It will be 
charged that through their con- 
tractual relations with the networks 
they have been able to sequester a 
huge share of the time made avail- 
able for remote bands. NBC and 
CBS deny that either organization 
has any guarantee of wires. 

Other topics that will come in for 
major attention from the delegates 
are: 

1. The dropping of 9,000 AFM 
musicians from the rolls of the 
WPA’s Music Project. 

2. The launching of negotiations 
this fall of a new agreement with 
the broadcasting industry. 

3. The affect of the Social Security 
Law on musicians, with the Federa- 
tion contending that the vast major- 
ity of musicians do not come under 
the law’s protection. 

4. The employment of pit mu- 
sicians in picture theatres, the dis- 
cussion of which problem has been 
put off indefinitely as far as the 
theatre circuits are concerned. 

Other Peeves 

It is believed that a move will be 
made to put an official ban on the 
making of phonograph records con- 
taining commercial announcements. 
Also records to be used for the ac- 





(Continued-on page 33) 





By Performing Artists Association 


Records and Hits 





Manner in which several sur- 
prise hits have started from the 
disks has the music men more 
record-minded than ever. It's 
all part of the general renais- 
sance of the phonograph record 
business, and with the increased 
‘circulation’ that means so much 
more opportunity for unusual 
recordings to make their im- 
press on the song’s commercial 
chances. 

The recent ‘Sunrise Serenade’ 
is an example, along with ‘Beer 
Barrel Polka,’ ‘If I Didn't Care,’ 
etc. 


ELI OBERSTEIN 
SAYS HE SPINS 
BY JULY 10 


Contrary to rumors that the deals 
he had on fire to set up his own | 
recording company had fallen | 


through and that he had sought a 
position with one of the other re- 
cording companies, Eli Oberstein 
says that his previously reported 
Scranton factory will start turning 
out records on or before July 10. 
At the same time Larry Clinton, 
whose band was considered a sure 
thing for Oberstein’s setup, was 
reported going back to Victor on a 
contract signed last Friday and 
starting recording today (Wednes- 
day). Clinton’s Victor arrangement 
may be for single dates instead of 
a termer. 


Oberstein is opening offices in 
New York today (Wed.) and besides 
the bands which have been men- 
tioned as being under contract to 
him, reports he has_ contracts 
with Marian Anderson, colored so- 
prano, and two American sym- 
phony orchestras. Latter bands he 
described as tops in radio and rating 
about third and fourth in American 
symph bands. They will not start 
cutting until the fall, he says. As 
far as the popular bands he claimed 
to have contracts with at the time 
he split with Victor, Oberstein says 
they can record for whom they 
please until he’s ready to use them. 














New Outlets Must Help, Not Injure. 


ond’s Theory 





Larry Richmond, g.m. of Music 
Dealers Service, Inc., declared last 


Be a! week that his organization has not It Will Be the Stamdard Music Pub- 


committed itself to the proposal that 


it set up a separate unit for servicing | 
magazine distributors. The propo- | 


| sition, he said, was merely in the | 


talking stage and that there were too 
many objections and complications 
to solve before the project could be 
acceptable to him. 

Richmond stated that he first | 
wanted to make sure that no dealer 
selling music today would be hurt in | 
any way by such mass distribution. | 
He wants to make sure that the 
project will so stimulate an interest 
in sheet music that the sales of es- 
stablished dealers will be increased. 

It did develop during the experi- 
ment conducted by the American 
News Co. in the Hartford area early 
this year that established music deal- 
ers benefited as well as those drug 
and stationery stores serviced by the 
magazine distributor. The merchan- 
dising which accompanied the ex- 
periment served to get ’em back in 
the habit of buying music with the 
result that sales went up for the 


a 





older line of dealers. 


NAME CHANGED 





lishers Assn. Hereafter 








Albany, June 6. 

What used to be the Music Pub- 
lishers Association will now be 
known as the Standard Music Pub- 
lishers Association of the United 
States. Papers to that effect were 
filed with the secretary of state’s 
office last week. Membership of the 
association consists strictly of stand- 
ard music men. 

Gilbert & Gilbert, of New York, 
are the filing lawyers. 


Rockwell on Road 


Tom Rockwell, head of Rockwell 
General Amusement Corp., leaves 
Friday (9) for a cross-country trip 
that will keep him away from his 
Nev York office for five weeks. 

He will spend two weeks or more 
in Hollywood, stopping off on the 
way for several day. in Chicago and 
Kansas City. 











New by-law approved by board 
of directors ofthe National Associa- 
tion of Performing Artists requires 
that orchestra leaders distribute 
among members of their bands a 
portion of the royalties they receive 
from NAPA. 


The new ruling was enacted pri- 
marily, according to Maurice Spei- 
ser, counsel for the org. to avoid 
the entire royalty going to the ba- 
toneer of a crew merely because he 
is technically the only member of 
his band who belongs to NAPA. Le- 
gally, the band leader may retain 
the entire royalty for himself inas- 
much as his men are employes and 
he is entitled to the income from 
their work, Spieser said. 


‘However,’ it was explained, 
‘NAPA’s board felt that inasmuch as 
each member of a band is himself a 
performing artist, he should share 
in the proceeds of his work.’ 


Back of the move by the NAPA 
execs, many of whom are band lead- 
ers, was seen a desire to line up 
the allegiance of their crews in li- 
censing battles on radio and coin 
phonograph machine use of record- 
ings, which are expected to come 
up in increasing number. With 150 
stick-swishers among NAPA’s 700 
members in the latest census, and 
an average of 12 men in each orch, 
according to NAPA’s figures, there 
is a ‘potential reserve of 1,800 men.’ 


In this process of lining up the . 
strength of members of the bands, 
NAPA execs are also eyeing the 
power such a large body of men 
wield in the American Federation of 
Musicians, Talks are currently be- 
ing held with the AFM, according 
to Fred Waring, NAPA prez, ‘to 
align our aims and purposes with 
those of the Federation, gaining 
thereby the aid and prestige of that 
organization.’ 

By-law which was adopted by 
NAPA reads: ‘The association recog- 
nizes the interest of all members of 
an ensemble, orchestra or band in 
the royalties received by the con- 
ductor or leader or owner of such 
an ensemble, orchestra or band, 
from the association. Members shall 
be obliged to allocate and distribute 
among their ensemble, orchestra or 
band such proportion of royalties 
paid by the association as shall be 
determined by the Classification 
Committee.’ 


MOSES SMITH OF BOSTON 
JOINS COLUMBIA CO. 


Boston, June 6. 

Moses Smith, music critic on the 
Boston Evening Transcript for past 
five years, leaves to join Columbia 
Record in New York. He will have 
responsibility of selecting composi- 
tions and artists in the classified 
field. Starts June 19. 

No successor yet appointed. Smith 
succeeded the late H. T. Parker 
when he took over the Transcript 
assignment five years ago. 








Boris Morros Generally 


Denies Chas. Schmerz Suit 


Complete denial of any verbal 
pact whereby he promised the plain- 
tiff a job was entered by Boris Mor- 
ros through his attorney, Louis 
Nizer, in N. Y. supreme court last 
week, to the action which Charles 
B. Schmerz brought for breach of 
contract. He alleges that Morros > 
promised to take him to Hollywood 
as assistant in the music department 
at Paramount, of which Morros was 
then head. 

Morros has entered a counter 
claim for monies allegedly loaned 
Schmerz. 





Lee Shelley, Inc., has been char- 


' tered to conduct a music and musical 


instrument business in New York. L. 
O. Rothschild, Harry J. Cohen and 
Sadie Jackson, New York City, are 
directors. Paul Friedman was filing 
attorney. 





VARIETY 


MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


Wednesday, June 7, 1939 
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BANDS and ORCHESTRAS 


Week of May 31 


Permanent address of bands and orchestras is published without 
out charge. While every effort is made to insure accuracy in this 
department, cooperation in notifying errors will reduce mistakes to a 
minimum, 

Key to abbreviations: B—ballroom, C—cafe, CC—country club, H— 
Hotel, N—Night Club, R—restaurant, T—Theatre. 

Booking Agencies: CRA, Consolidated Radio Artists, 
Ave., N.Y.C.; FB, Frederick Sros., 1270 Sixth Ave., N.Y.C.; 
Musie Corp. of America, 745 Fifth Ave., N.¥.C.; Rockwell Amus., 
Sixth Ave., N.¥.C.; William Morris Agcy., 1270 Sixth Ave., N.Y.C. 
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Alexander, Van, Roseland B., NYC. Ellington, Duke, Wm. Morris N.Y. 
Ambassadors, Royale, Congress H., Chi. | et Jee Queen Mary R ae. — 
Andrews, Gordon, Club 18 N., NYC, 1 Ennis Skinnay, Victor Hugo's R., 
Armstrong, Louis, c/o Joe Glaser, 1270; H' wood. 2 : 
6th Ave., NYC. Ernie, Val, El Morocco, NYC, 
Ash, Paul, Roxy T., NYC, F 
B } ts Ad , 
Feldstein, Joey, Tico Top Tap N., Mil- 
Baker, Bob, c/o Wm. Morris, waukee. 
Barnet, Charley, CRA, N.Y. Felton, Happy, Biltmore H., NYC. 
Barnett, Jimmy, c/o FB. Fiorito, Ted, Ben Marden’s Riviera, Ft. 
Bardo, Bill, Rockwell G. A,, N.Y. Lee, N. J 
Zarrie, Dick, Ft. Worth, Frasetto, Joe, Jack Lynch's Walton Roof, 
Barron, Blue, CRA, NYC. Philadelphia. 


Basie. Count, Sherman H., Chil. Fidler, Lou, Colony Club, Chi. 
Baum, Charles, St. Regis H., NYC. Fields, Shep, Meadowbrook C. C., St. 
Secker, Bubbles, c/o CRA, Louis 
Bergere, Maximilian, Versailles N., NIC. Fields, Irving, Grossinger H., Fallsburg, 
Bernie, Ben, MCA, N. Y. 7. ae 
Bestor, Dun, c/o Wim. Morris. Fisher, Buddy LaSalle H., Chi. 
Blanco, Pedro, Embassy C., Philadelphia. Fisher, Freddie, Rockwell G.A., N.Y, 
Bleyer, Archie, Earl Carroll's R., H' wood. Fomeen, Basil, St. Moritz H., N.Y. 
Bolognini, Ennio, L’Aiglon R., Chi, Foster. Chuck, Topsy's N., Southgate, 
Brandt, Eddy, Stevens H., Chi. Calif. 
Breese, Lou, c/o CRA. Frederics, Jan, Boulevard Tavern, Elm- 
Brag ale, Vincent, c/o MCA hurst, N.Y 
Brigode, Ace, Merry Garden B., Chi. Fulton, Jack, c/o MCA 
Brown, Les, c/o CRA, 
Bruce, Roger, Joyland Casino, Lexington, G 
Vv — dle 
3undy, Rudy, c/o CR a Henri, Johnson's Bon Air, N., 
Burton, Paul, Bill aetwire Casino, Pitts. Gillette, Jack, c/o CRA. 

Cc Golden, Neil, Stuyvesant H., Buffalo. 

Golly, Cecil, c/o FB 

Calloway, Cab, Cotton Club, NYC. Goodman, Benny, c/o MCA. 
Candulla, Harry, Mt. Hotel, Chattanooga. Grant, Bob, c/o Wm. Morris. 
Carter, Benny, Savoy B., NYC. Gray Glen, Palmer House H., Chi, 
Cherniavsky, Josef, WLW, Cincinnatt, Grenet, Eliseo, El Chico, NYC. 
Chicco, Louis, Versailies C., H'wood, Gumin, Joe, Chateau Club, Milwaukee. 
Chiesta, Don, Ivanhoe Gardens, N, Chi, 


Clark, Buddy, Armando’s R., i wre H 
Clinton, Larry, Park Central H., Jo Hall, Geo., MCA, N. ¥. 
Coleman, Emil, Trocadero C., H'wood, y : 
Cook, Ted, White City B., Chit. eet PR asanaae "Bob, Majestic B., Long Beach, 
Costello, Charles, Commodore ub, et. amit c 1-Sh¢ c L 
Courtney, Del, Bear Mountain, N.. N. ¥.] pranune pope Stevens He che” en 
Crosby, Bob, Riverside, Milwaukee. Haring. Bob , c/o R-O'K. 
Cummins, Bernie, Cavalier H., Va. Beach, Harris. Phil, Wilshire Bowl, 


eo Henry, Chuck, Paris Inn, m 
Nicollet H., Mpls. Herbeck, Ray, Edgewater Beach H., Chi. 
Herman, Woody, Ritz-Cariton H.,, Boston. 


Los Angeles. 
a A. 
Cutler, Ben, 





D Herth, Milt, Lincoln H., NYC. 
Dailey, Frank, St. Paul H., * Paul. Hill, Teddy, Savoy B., World’s Fair NYC. 
Davis, Eddie, Larue R., NY Hilt. Tiny, Melody Mill B., Chi. 
PD’ Andrea, Joseph. Pepper Pot &.. NYC. Himber, Richard, Paradi 38 a.. NICS 
Davis, Johnny, Miami Club, Milwaukee. Hines, Earl, Grand Terrace, Chi. 
De Lange, Eddie, Wm. Morris, N. ¥. Hite, Les, Omar’s Dome C., L. C. 
De La Rosa, Oscar,-c/o Wm. Morris, Hoagland, Everett, Adolphus H., Dallas. 
De Vera Orc., Morocco, N., N. ¥. Hoffman, Earl, Medinah Club, N., Chi. 
Dell, Eddy, Hotel Abbey, NYC. Hohengarten, Carl, CBS, Chi. 
Denny, Jack, c/o Wm. Morris. Holmes, Herbie, Schroeder H., Milwaukee, 
Deutsch, Emery, Paramount Theatre, NY. Holst, Ernie, Belmont-Plaza H., NYC, 























——— Lee, Tantilla Gardens, Richmond, J 
Deeley, Phil, Palmer H., Chi. Jacobs, Howard, Wm. Morris Agency, 
Dorsey. Jimmy, Meadow brook Club, Cedar Yc. 
Grove, N.J. Jahns, Al, Providence- eas H., Prev. 
Dorsey, Tommy, Penn. Roof, N., N. Y. James, Harry, c/o MCA, N.Y. 
Duchin, Eddy, Waldorf-Astoria H., N.Y. James, Sonny, y bth ny ; NYC, 
THE NEW SCORE BY 


IRVING BERLIN 


From the 20th Century Fox Film “SECOND FIDDLE” 


AN OLD FASHIONED TUNE ALWAYS IS NEW 

















I'M SORRY FOR MYSELF 














| POURED MY HEART INTO A SONG 














BACK TO BACK 














THE SONG OF THE METRONOME 




















WHEN WINTER COMES 











JOE SANTLY, Prof. Mgr. 








IRVING BERLIN, 








799 Seventh Ave. 











Jay, Vallie, Wirth’s Futuristic B., Mil- 
waukee, 

Jones, Isham, CRA, N.Y, 

K 

Kaltn, Paul, Wardman Park H., Wash 
D.C 

Kaye, Sammy, Essex House, N. Y., N. 
Kendis, Sonny, Stork Club, NYC. 
| Kent, Peter, Book-Cadillac H., Detroit 
| Kerr, Jimmy, Jerry's Mandalay N., Hole 


- ly wood. 
King, 

cisco, 
King, Ted‘y Southern i a Cleve, 


Henry, Fairmount H., 


King's Jesters, CRA, N, 
| Kinney, Ray, Lexington it, NYC. 
| Kogen, Harry, NBC, Chl. 
| Krupa, Gene, c/o MC A. 
Kvale, Al, State-Lake T., Chi 
Kyser, Kay, Catalina Island, Calif 
L 
Lawson, Doc, c/o Rockwell A is., N.Y 
Lang. 8!4. Hi-Hat Club, Chicago 
| Le Baron, Eddle, Rainbow Room N., NYC 


Levant, Phil, Bismark H Chi 


Light, Enoch. Taft H., NYC 
Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H NYC 
Lopez, Vincent, Chez Paree ¢ ( 
Lucas, Clyde, Beverly Hills, CC., New 
|} port, Ky. 
Lunceford Jimmy, Harold Oxley 19 
E. 49th St., NYC 
Lyman, Abe., MCA, N. Y¥ 
M 
Malneck, Matty, Cafe LaMaze, H' wood. 
Manszanares, Jose, Colony Club, Chicago 
Marsala, Joe, Chas. Shribman, 1270 6th 
Ave., N. Y. 
Marshard, Jack, H. Plaza, NYC 
Martin, Freddie, Bon Air C., Ch 
Martin. Lou, Leon & Eddie's N.. NYC, 
Masters, Frankie, Rooseve H N. ¥ 
Mayehoff, Eddie, Governor Clinton H., 
NYC. 
McCreery, H., Ambassador H., Chi 
McCoy, Clyde, c-o Gus Edwards 
Nat'l Bank Bidg., Chi 
McCune, Will, MCA, N.Y 
McPartlind, Jack, $ Deuces C., Cht 
Merlin, Ving, World Fair, N.Y 
Miller, Glenn, Glen Island Casino, N.Y 
Mintz, Herbie, Oriental Gardens B., Chit. 
Molinas, Carlos, Villa Moderne C, Chi, 
Morgan, Russ c/o CRA, N.Y 
Murray, Charles, Mon Paris N., NYC. 
N 
Nagel, Harold, Pierre H., NYC. 
Newman, Ruby, Rainbow Room, NYC 
Noble, Leighton, Baker H., Dalias, Tex, 
Noble, Ray, c/o Wm, Morris, H’' wood. 
Oo 
Olman, Val, Wm. Morris, N v 
Oisen, Geo., MCA, N.Y. 

Osborne, Will, Rockwell G.A., N ¥ 
Owens, Harry, St. Francis H., San F. 
P 

Panchito, Versailles R., NYC 

Pancho, La Conga C., NYC 

Parks, Bobby, c/o Rockwell Amuse 

Paul, Eddie, Aragon B., Cleve 

Paul, Toasty. Grahmere H., Chtf 

Pedro, Don, Bismark, H., Ch 

Pendarvis, Paul, Muehlebach H., K.C 
Mo. 


Piayboys, Town House H., tL. A 
Pliner & Earl, Blackstone H., Chf 


Reisman, Leo, 130 W. 57th St., NYC, 

Riley, Mike, c/o CRA. 

Roberts, Bill, Sir Francis 
San FP. 

Rodrigo, Nano. Mavecn-Metsié N., NYC. 


Rogers, Buddy, MCA, N. 

Roland, Don, Marcus Daiy. Beverly Hills, 
Calif. 

Rollini, 


Adrian, Piccadilly #., NYG, 
Rotgers, Ralph, Astor H., NY 
Russell, Jack, Pershing B., Chi 


Sanabria, Juanito, Mevene-Maseté, NYc. 
Savitt, Jan, Lincoln H., NY 

Schutt, Arthur, Y”’ Learv’s eae, NYC, 
Shana, Terry, Bossert H., , Sipe. 
Shanks, Charles, c/o CR 

Shaw, Artie, Palomar B., 3 A. 

Shelley, Lee, CRA, N. 

Shields, Roy, NBC, Chi. 

Bissle, Noble, Paramount H., NYC. 
Smith, Stuff, La Salle H., Chi, 

Sousa, John Philip, III, Wm. Morris, N.Y. 
South, Eddie, Trocadero H., H’ wood, 
Spanier, Muggsy, Sherman H., Chi. 
Spitalny, Phil, Drake H., Chi. 

Squires, Four, Town House, H’ wood, 


Starr, Freddy, ry sane Sa XTC. 
Stabile, Dick, MCA, N 

Stoeffler, Wally “5 FB. 

Straeter, Ted, Monte Carlo, NYC. 
Stuart, Roy, Park Casino, N., Cht. 
Swanson, Billy, c/o CRA. 


T 


Teagarden, Jack, Blackhawk ©., Chi. 
Theis, Henry, c/o R-O'K, N.Y. 

Tito’s Swingtette, Trocadero (., H' wood. 
Tolbert, Skeets, c/o RGA, N.Y. 

Tomlin, Pinky, Setinece "Bowl, DL. A. 
Trace, Al, Sherman H., Cli! 

Tucker, Warren, Mark Hopkins H., San F. 
Turk, Al, Royale Frolics N., Chit. 


Vv 


Vagabond, Chas., Ambassador, H., Chil. 
Vallee, Rudy, Astor ig ae ee 
Venuti, Joe, Pla-Mor B., K. C., Mo, 


w 


Weber, Henry, WGN, Chi. 

Weber, Marek, NBC, Chi. 

Weeks, Anson, Cocoanut Grove, TG. A. 
Weeks, Ranny, Wm. Morris, N.Y. 
Welk, Lawrence, c/o Fred Bros., N. Y. 
Whiteman, Paul, 17 E. 45th St., NYC. 
Wilde, Ranny, Int'l Casino, N. Y, 
Willfams, Griff, Aragon, B., Chi 
Winton, Barry, Rainbow Grill, NYC. 
Wittich, Doriss, Yar R., Cnt. 

Woods, Howard, Village Barn, NYC. 


Z 
Zito, Horacio, St. Morite H., NYC. 
Zurke, Bob, c/o Wm. Morris. 
Ewerliag, Ruby. State T.. NYC. 


EERE 





Powell, Walter, Show Bar, Forest Hills, 
NYC, 
R 

Ramona, Rockwell G.A., N.¥ 

Ramos, Ramon, H. Ambassador, NYC 
Ravazza, Carl, Rio del Mar. Aptos, Calif. 
Ravel, Don, Greenwich Village Casino, 
NYC. 

Reichman, Joe, Wm. Penn H., Pitts 
Renard, Jacques, Cocoanut Grove N., 
Boston. 


Drake H., 


| 


. Monday through Sunday (May 29-June 4). 
San Fran- performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m, 


Network Plugs, 


§ AM. to 1 AM. 





Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 


Total represents accumulated 
Symbol * 


| denotes film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 


i 





GRAND 


TITLE. PUBLISHER. TOTAL, 
Lady’s in Love with You...*Some Like It Hot... Paramount .......... 49 
Strange Enchanitment...*Man About Town,......Famous ........... ee “Sy 
We OrR ATs oc Re ARON 6 6 66 686 6c aed ansuereses Ae EP 40 
ee reer eT Pe. ee - 39 
CB ips a go SA ee eee ..-Chappell he weeds oii 
Don’t Worry ’Bout Me.. .+Cotton Club Revue....Mills .......... paeck Te 
RASthO MOE sc cdcaeeedne ee pa aie ieee aa WEEE @6cade<ae cick ook 
How Strange...tIdiot’s Delight ark ae aera 0 gre A 
New Moon and an Old Serenade....... ve . aa 33 
iT Never Knew Heaven Could Speak. *Rose of 

Washington Square. ..'.cccccccccscce kon bw kn ENE Sa we dees icea (Cae 
Three Little Fishies........ PE re eee ete Va 
Sing a Song of Sunbeams.... East Side of Heaven. Santly ...... 7 . 26 
Beer Barrel Polka......... oe Kiskvteseeeee ae 
In the Middle of a Dream. ... Spier "idigcaeessu 2 

East Side of Heaven..." Fast Si de of Heaven. Santly ....seeeeess 20 
You Grow Sweeter as the Years Go By....... .T Witmark pimieane ne 20 
a ee ra ee CE. ciaeeuineeeeges 18 
) CMROGPOMS Hey 1 DET ATMS. ccc ciccccccvacdiccden NED. necévccsccese 18 
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Disc Reviews 





(Only the unusual reviewed henceforth. 


Including the unusually bad.) 





Glenn Miller, one of the ‘coming’ 
bands, is among the younger arran- 
ger-maestros who knows how to in- 
terpret his own jazz idiom, He evi- 


dences this on Bluebird 10276, utiliz- 
ing the Matt Malneck-Frank Signor- 
elli theme out of ‘Park Ave. Fantasy’, 
to which Mitchell Parish has fash- 
ioned a lyric and called it ‘Stairway 
to the Stars’. Jack Robbins, who had 
Parish do the same trick with Peter 
DeRose’s ‘Deep Purple,’ 
this as the more commercial theme 
from the Malneck-Signorelli suite, 
and ‘Stairway’ likewise bids fair to 
become a pop hit. ‘To You’, a Tommy 
Dorsey tune (incidentally, Dorsey 
‘sponsored’ Miller for a time) is the 
companion pers Plenty of brilliant 
brass. Ray Eberle, brother of Jimmy 
Dorse2y’s vocalist, Bob Eberle, vocal- 
izes on Bluebird 10286, Miller couples 
his own arrangement of the folksy 
‘Little Brown Jug’, with Morton 
Gould’s ‘Pavanne’, one of the better 
contemporaneous American pieces by 
that brilliant young composer. Miller 
here too emphasizes the trombones. 

New Friends of Rhythm compris- 
ing S. Shulman and Zelly Smirnoff, 
violins: Louis Klevman, viola: Alan 
Sh ilman, cello; Anthony Colucci, 
guitar; Harry Patent, bass, and 
Laura Newell, harp, rhythmize two 
classics, under the quaint titles of 
‘Capriciousness No. 24’ and ‘Barbers’ 
Hitch’. Both are ultra-modern 
swingo arrangements of Paganini’s 
24th Violin Caprice and Mozart's 
“Marriage of Figaro’ overture. All in 
line with the recent trend to ‘adapt’ 
and/or swing the classics. Plenty of 
fancy musical tricks on this platter 
for the waxophiles. Victor 26256. 


Eddy Duchin follows the current 
cycle, and Jack Meakin has made 
two fancy arrangements for him of 
Grieg’s ‘Norwegian Dance’ and the 
traditional ‘London Bridge is Falling 
Down’, although nothing as either 
Down.’ Okay for hoofology. Br. 8386, 


Tommy Dorsey does his own jazz- 
ing of a classic with ‘Le Coq d’Or’. 


extracted + 


tenor sax, Stuice and Doty, reeds; 
Pee-Wee Irwin’s brass work; Feretti, 
Bauer, trumpets; Mastren, guitar; 
Trexler, bass; Smith, piano, and 
Davey Tough on the skins do plenty 
of tricks with this and ‘The Lamp s 
Low’. Jack Leonard vocals the lat- 
ter. Vic 26259. 








Sweeping 
the Country! 


DON’T WORRY 
"BOUT ME 


WHAT GOES UP MUST 
COME DOWN 


GOT NO TIME 


IF | WERE SURE 
OF YOU 


By Ted Koehler and Rube Bloom 


EVER SO QUIET 


A Very Funny Comedy Seng 





e 
WHAT ARE LITTLE GIRLS 
MADE OF? 
An Amusing Nevelty 

















Song Suggestions 





‘Hymn to the Sun’ was arranged by 
the trombonist-maestro end Red 
Bone, after the original Rimsky- | 
Korsakoff. The maestro, Jenkins | 
and Bone on _ trombones; Johnny | 





Mince, clarinet, Bud Freeman on/| 





JIMMY McHUGH'S 
“Futuristic Rhythm” 


Mills Music, Inc. 











Lyric by MITCHELL PARISH 


ROBBINS 





MUSIC CORPORATION 


By Popular Acclaim —A Sensational Hit! 


STAIRWAY TO THE STARS 


Music by MATT MALNECK and FRANK SIGNORELLI 
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15 Best Sheet Music ‘ Sellers 


(Week ending June 3, 1939) 
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*Wishing (‘Love MEE Binet 5 5coe 665466468 Ss 6 t8%8 . 


..- Crawford 


And the Angels Sing......cccccccescccccsccssecence -.BVC 
Ate See IN Gh aaes'e 0000004 0600004946499 F405 280400000088 BVC 
Beer Barrel Polka ..cccccccccccccccccccccccscsssscces Shapiro 
Sunrise SETENAG!) .ccccccccvcccvccscccccesececcsevcsese Jewel 
TUile GRIDER onc ccccccsedcccccecececcccccscccsccecces Feist 
*] Never Knew Heaven Could Speak (‘Rose of Wash- 
ington Square’) ..ccccccccccccccvcvvcccvecsssesseves Robbins 

Be TRE FeO vce 60 00066 Cee Cbd 05.5.60.0 06305 san 0 be cede Chappell 
*Lady’s in Love With You (‘Some Like It Hot’)........ Paramount 
Ce EO bi tA ss dre besceabecdees es eer et eT eee eee Chappell 
New Moon and An Old Serenade.......eee..---- se ees Berlin 
ee | Saree eer ert. TCC T eee TEE EPEC Berlin 
+Don’t Worry About Me (Cotton Club | Ae ee Mills 
*East Side of Heaven (‘East Side of Heaven’).......... Santly 
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+Production. 
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On the 


Upbeat 





Art Dunne has bowed at the El 
Tivoli, Dallas supper club. 





Harry Jennings’ orchestra now 
playing for dancing after ‘The 
Drunkard’s Daughter’ at Dallas Fair 
Park. Dancing is new angle for 
meller. 





Austin Wylie is at present waving 
a stick for a WPAttraction in Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 





Maurice Spitalny and his KDKA 
Pittsburgh orchestra leave the air 
during the months of July and Au- 
gust to play a series of one- -nighters. 
The band will return in the fall as 
the regular house orchestra. 





Lawrence Welk got beachwalk as- 
signment in Chicago, opening July 
10 and following in Ray Herbeck's 
crew. 





Mickey Katz, Cleveland maestro, 
directing the floor shows at the Ohio 
Villa,, Cleveland. 





Bert Block substituted for dates 
Tommy Tucker could not fill. Be- 
tween playing these one-nighters 
and handling the managerial reigns 
for Dick Stabile, Block was a busy 
boy. 





Emerson Gill opens two-week en- 
gagement tonight (7) at West View 
Park, Pittsburgh, replacing Earl 
Mellen outfit. Placed by Joe Hil- 
ler for CRA. 





Jimmy Joy band checks in at 
Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh, Mon- 
day (12) for two-week Stay, suc- 
ceeding Tommy Carlyn crew. Joy 
now has Pittsburgh songstress, Gai 
Moran, Other Kennywood bookings 
include Benny Burton, June 26; 
George Hall, July 3; Dick Barrie, 
July 17; Tommy Tuckes, July 30, 
and Baron Elliott on August 6 





Phil Ohman moves his band into 
Victor Hugo, Beverly Hills, June 15. 





Rudy Brown’s 10-man orchestra, 
plus Judith Lawton, entertainer, 
opened two-week engagement Sat- 
urday (3) at Atlanta’s Henry Grady 
Hotel Spanish Room. Jimmy Rich- 
ards’ crew, with Carol Kent, will 
move into this spot June 17 to be 
followed by Emil Velazco, plus pipe 
Organist Helen Gray and Sock Rock- 
— July 29. Aired by WATL, At- 
anta. 





Eddie Gilligan’s orchestra from 
Wilkes-Barre succeeded Dick Con- 
Trad’s band from Allentown at Har- 
old Bossard’s Mt. Pocono Grill, Mt. 
Pocono, Pa. 





Jack Betzner’s band (WOR-Mutual 
Network) from the Essex House and 
Merry-Go-Round, Newark, N. J. 
Opened Rocco’s Villa Sunset, Lake 
Susquehanna, N. J., near the Dela- 
ware Water Gap. 





Carl Lorch’s orchestra replaces 
Herbie Holmes’ crew at the Hotel 
Schroeder, Milwaukee, June 15. 





George Olsen opens an eight week 
engagement at Hotel St. Francis in 
n Francisco June 27, replacing 
try Owens, who moves on to the 
roadmore, Colorado Springs. Olsen 
will have with him a complete floor 





show, one of the first to be spotted 
in this swank hotel in a long time. 


Ann Dupont, debuted her all-male 
crew at Palisades Park, N. J., Satur- 
day (3). 





Ziggy Elman, Lionel Hampton re- 
cord for Bluebird with their own 
small combinations next week while 
Benny Goodman's outfit, of which 
they’re members, 
Goodman goes into Ritz-Carlton, 
Boston, for three weeks June 15. 





Milt Herth trio go into the La Salle 
Hotel, Chicago, June 16, for indefi- 
nite stay. Currently at Edison Hotel, 
Wi es 





Paul Pendarvis booked into the 
Mark Hopkins hotel, San Francisco, 
July 17. 


Al Fields Wins From 
Teddy King Over ‘Tic 





Toc Orchestra’ Style 


Federal Judge Vincent L. Leibell 
yesterday (Tues.) entered a _ per- 
manent injunction in N. Y. federal 
court against Teddy King, in favor 
of Al Wolsfield, known as Al Fields. 
Fields’ suit still holds good against 
Warner Bros. Pictures Inc., Vita- 
graph, Inc., Vitaphone Corp. and the 
Stanley-Mark-Strand Corp. where 
King played in its Brooklyn Strand 
theatre. 

Fields charged infringement of 
copyright on a ‘Combined Clock 
Face and Metronome.’ King is en- 
joined from using ‘Tic Toc Orches- 
tra, Tick Tock Rhythm, or Tick Tock 
Tempo.’ No money damages are to 
be collected. 


Rap MCA-CRA 


(Continued from page 31) 

















companiment of singers or actors. 
Changes in the scale for phonograph 
recordings will also be recom- 
mended, making the price for a ses- 
sion of three hours $30, with three- 
quarters of an hour permitted for 
rehearsal tme. Latter scale would 
apply to 10 and 12-inch records. For 
each additional 10-inch master after 
the three hours it would be $7.50 per 
man and for each added 12-inch disc 
$10, 





Riceardi’s Slant 
Philadelphia, June 6. 
Rex Riccardi, president of the 
Philadelphia musicians local, de- 
clared last week that a plan for the 
AFM to go 
manufacturing phonograph records 


will be introduced on the floor of the | 


international’s convention in Kansas 
City next week. The move, he said, 
will be in self protection. Some- 
thing, contends Riccardi, must be 


done to relieve continued loss of | 


local musician employment through 
the indicriminate use of recordings. 

The Federation, he stated, had 
more than $1,000,000 in its treasury 
and would be well able to finance it- 
self in the venture. He said that 
he anticipated relentless legal op- 
position from the established record- 
ing companies, and to their charge 
of monopoly and restraint the AFM 
would reply that its members cannot 
be forced into making something to 
destroy themselves. 


cuts for Victor. 





Band Bookings 


Russ Morgan, Grocery Men's Con- | 
vention, K. C., June 26. 





Johnny Burkarth, June 10, South- ' 


ern Mansion, Balto., indefinite. 


Duke Ellington, week June 23, | 
Hipp., Balto., Akron-Youngstown, 
week June 30. 


Eddie DeLange, Friday (9), Clar- 


| idge Hotel, Memphis, 9 days. 


Les Brown, Hamilton, N. J., two 


weeks, June 3. 


Mike Riley, June 12, 
Mercersville, N. J. 

Hal Kemp, June 10-23 Cavalier, 
Va. 
24-25; Ritz-Carlton, 
weeks, July 3. 

Larry Clinton, July 16-22 Manhat- 
tan Beach, N. Y., afternoons; June 
19, Princeton U. 


Al Donahue, July 1-8 Manhattan 
Beach, N. Y. 

Jimmy Dorsey, June 19, Goddard 
Gym, Medford, Mass. 

Red Nichols, June 19, Yale U. 

Frankie Trumbauer, June 8, Lake- 
view Park, Mahonoy, Pa.; 13, Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa.; 16, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Wili Osborne, June 12, Guttenberg, 
Iowa; 14, Memorial Aud., Burlington, 
Iowa; 16, Bluff View Park, Broad 
head, Wis. 


STRAW HAT 
SKEDS HOOFING 


Norwalk, Conn., June 6. 


Theatre-in-the-Woods, outdoor site 
used for operettats and musical 
comedies in past summers, will show 
name bands and vaudeville once a 
week this season, according to plans 
of Billy Madigan, Bridgeport pro- 
moter, in co-operation with Greek 
Evans, operating owner of amphi- 
theatre. 

Madigan skedding a Friday-night 
policy, which would mean that op- | 
erettas, if resumed, would have to 
pick another night. Theatre holds 
more than 3,500, 


two weeks, 


Boston, 











Virginia Beach Open 
Norfolk, June 6. 


Big name bands are playing for 
dancing at Virginia Beach this week, 
the resort having opened May 27. 
Will Osborne at the Surf Club and 
the King’s Jesters at the Terrace 
Club. 


Henry Busse into Cavalier Club 
June 3, with:Hal Kemp coming into 
that spot on June 17. Dan Gregory 
and his orchestra have been signed 
to play at Ocean View during the 
present season, 


| BBC P 


Beach; Steel Pier, A. C., June | 
three | 





| Creepers,’ 











Another Press Agent? 





While Eenny Goodman was 
playing the Palace, Columbus, 
recently a trophy, donated by 
Goodman and the theatre, was 
awarded to the winner of a spe- 
cial horse race at nearby Beulah 
Park. Goodman’s show ran over 
and to be on time to present the 
award he was escorted to the 
track at breakneck speed by Co- 
lumbus police. 

Arriving just in time to make 
the award, Goodman and his 
troupe found an 11-to-1 longshot 
had copped it. 

Nag’s tag was ‘Busse’s Trum- 
pet.’ 








Green Bay Park Opened 
By Kraemer and Fields 


Milwaukee. June 6. 


Bay Beach Park opened last week 
at Green Bay. Some 5,000 persons 
showed up. Howard Kraemer’s 
orchestra played for afternoon danc- 
ing, while Shep Fields was on hand 
for the evening spot. Admission was 
55 cents to 9 p. m. and 75 cents 
thereafter, 


Spot is under direction of Sylves- 
ter (Cooney) Esler, operator of the 
Nightingale and Waverly Beach ball- 
rooms. Other bands booked for a 
stint include Bobbie Griggs, Ray 
Alderson and Dick Jurgens. 





Music Notes 


Henry Tobias was inadvertently 
omitted in giving names of com- 
posers of the score at Nils T. Gran- 
lund’s ‘Congress of Beauty’ show at 
the New York World’s Fair. Tobias, 
with Dave Oppenheim and Harry 








| Brent, responsible for the score. 





Dr. Ernst Toch is doing musical 


| score for ‘The Cat and the Canary’ 
| at Paramount. 





Republic bought pop song, ‘Jeepers 
from Witmark. 





Mickey Rooney and Sidney Miller 
cleffing their second song, ‘Afternoon 
In a Cold Shower.’ 





Joe Whalen has left the Sam Fox 
Music Publishing Co. to become pro- 
fessional manager of the Jewel Mu- 
sic Co, 





Larry Clinton orchestra renewed 
at Park Central Hotel, N. Y., for two 
more weeks till June 27. 











into the business of | — 
ters are fed into the p.a. system while patrons are exiting after final show. 





Inside Stuf—Bands 





Charles Barnet scrammed to the Coast last week after finishing a week's 
stand at the Flatbush theatre, Brooklyn. Finishing the last show at the 
house too late to catch an 11 p.m. plane from Newark via ordinary 
methods, Barnet used an old gag. Had a private ambulance at the stage 
door which rushed him to Floyd Bennett airport, Brooklyn, where he 
chartered a plane to ferry him to Newark. 

Leader flies back tomorrow (Thursday) to Washington to pick up his 
band for dates in that area. He went to the Coast to visit Dorothy Lamour, 
with whom he has been linked romantically. 





Socialite romance between Enric Madriguera, Hotel Pierre (N.Y.) maes- 
tro, and Florence Weicker touched off a roundup story by Nancy Randolph 
in the N.Y. News last week. She recalled the batoneers who had married 
Park avenoors, including Hal Kemp-Martha. Stephenson, Al Donahue- 
Frederica Gallatin, Eddy Duchin—(the late) Marjorie Oelrichs. Reported 
romance between Eddie LeBaron (band also at the Rainbow Room with 
Donahue) and Burnice Smith, culminated in an elopement Sunday night 
(4). 





Unique deal has been closed by the Sammy Kaye orchestra with Loew 
circuit of theatres in New York. It calls for the use of Kaye’s Victor 
records exclusively in about 65 Loew houses as houseclearing music. Plat- 


An exploitation idea, there’s no obligation on the part of the circuit. 
Kaye will supply the records himself. Viewed as particularly suitable to 
the band inasmuch as its style is so easily recognized. 





Tommy Dorsey has blossomed into the most prolific songwriter among 
bandmen. He recently placed four tunes with Larry Spier, Inc., of which 
‘In the Middle of a Dream’ has been made the No. 1 plug. Shortly before 
that Dorsey turned over ‘This Is No Dream’ to Bregman, Vocco & Conn. 
Paramount Music now also has one of his, ‘To You.” The Bregman and 
Paramount tunes were co-authored by Benny Davis. 





Eli Oberstein, who is in process of organizing his own phonograph record 
company, last week obtained a judgment of $100,025 against Louis Jaffa. 

Oberstein explained that.the judgment involved an old family financial 
matter and was secured by default. 





Typographical error occurred in the listing of ‘And the Angels Sing’ in 
last week’s issue. ‘Angels’ was recorded as having 39 playings where it 
should have been 49, giving it first place instead of fourth. 
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roposal to Regulate Song 
Plugging Payofts Seen as Fair 


London, May 23. 
BBC made a bid to end the she- 
nannigans over dance band plugging 
which orchestra leaders are prone to 
accept. Plan is to circulate weekly 
to all the combos a list of 32 current 


big time numbers, and all bands will 
be expected to include a substantial 
number of them in their radio pro- 
grams. Corp. will not demand 100% 
adherence, though aiming at keeping 
the balance between publishing 
houses, 


Titles on the weekly list will be 
selected by reference to normal 
channels of research, including 
listeners’ letters, sales of discs and 
sheet music and such accepted tests. 

Dance Band Association finds pro- 
posal generally acceptable, and has 
the view that a schedule of hit tunes 
will be helpful to them in program 
building. Scheme may also smooth 
over methods that have irked lead- 
ers in the past, whereby BBC offi- 
cials have demanded numbers from 
specified publishers be played by 
them. 


Willard Alexander Brings 
Ernie Fields Colored Bd. 
East From Tulsa, Okla. 


New colored bana described as a 
cross between Count Basie and Jim- 
my Lunceford’s outfits, comes under 
the William Morris Agency banner 
next week. It’s led by Ernie Fields 
and is from Tulsa, Okla. Willard 
Alexander of that agency fle: out to 
hear and sign it recently. It’s a 
heavy favorite in that area. 


Band plays a series of does open- 
ing June 14 in Charles Shriman 
spots in New England as a ‘eeoff, 
then comes into the Savoy Ballroom, 
N. Y. 


FLETCHER HENDERSON 
FREE FOR GOODMAN 


Leading a band of his own at the 
Grand Terrace, Chicago, the con- 
tract of Fletcher Henderson, ar- 
ranger-leader, was bought last week 
by Benny Goodman to enable Hen- 
derson to return to full time ar- 
ranging for Goodman’s band. Hender- 
son was contracted to Ed Fox, opera- 
tor of the Grand Terrace. 


While not advanced, the reason 
for Goodman’s buyout of Fox's in- 
terest in Henderson is in line with 
the recent wholesale replacements in 
the Goodman outfit. Addition of 
Henderson, who was formerly a 
Goodman arranger, to the new blood 
is in line with the and’s renewed 
stride. 

















NEW BAND FOR ROGERS 


Will Resume Dance Dates—Now in 
Europe with Mary Pickford 





On his return from abroad Buddy 
Rogers picks up a new band now 
being rehearsed for him. Currently 
on vacation with his wife, Mary 
Pickford, Rogers starts out with his 
new outfit early in July, debuting it 
at the Peabody Hotel, Memphis. Fol- 
lows with Eastwood and Westwood 
Gardens, Detroit. Dates on neither 
have been set. 


Rogers disbanded the band he had 
been leading prior to his vacation, 
Just before disbanding it he had re- 
organized from swing to sweet. New 
outfit is a musical-entertainment ag- 
gregation of average size. 


Music Corporation of America will 
resume booking for Bogers, while 
his band will be personally managed 
by Arthur Michaud and Jim Peppe, 
Michaud and Peppe are contemplat- 
ing a merger to handle Gene Krupa, 
now managed by the former and 
Sammy Kaye, handled by the latter, 


| Rogers, Lennie Hayton, whose new 


band is in rehearsal-also, and others 
still in the works. 





Woody Herman orchestra plays 
the Paramount theatre, N. Y., open- 
ing July 19 for two weeks; option for 
third. 





Al Donahue band stays at the 
Rainbow Room, N. Y., till Oct. 10. 
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Pitt. Cafe Permit Lifted for Rum Sales 
To Minors; Mich. Pushes Reforms 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 

Green Lantern Cafe here had its 
booze license suspended for 15 days 
by State Liquor Control Board last 
week for law violations. Manage- 
ment intimated it would pay $150 
fine at rate of $10 a day for each! 
day of suspension and keep going 
uninterrupted. The fine was an al- 
ternate sentence. 

Spot was raided last March by 
state agents, who charged the pro- 
prietor, R. E. Blodgett, with selling 
drinks to minors. 





spots, prohibit sale of any intoxi- 
cants on Sunday and holidays, at 
least, outside Detroit, and trim li- 
censes heavily. Since new licenses 


year, DeFoe said for the present 
board would eliminate only those 
against whom complaints are lodged. 





Cafe Closes 5 Days 
Buffalo, June 6. 
Chez Ami, Buffalo nitery, closed 
for’ five days, ~beginning yesterday 
(Monday), after its liquor license 





State Liquor Authority for selling 
after curfew. 

The Authority’s order only called 
| for suspension of liquor for the five 
| days. 


Mich. Reforms 


Detroit, June 6. 
Dissatisfied over state legislature’s 
failure to enact liquor reforms, 
State Rum Board is seeking a ruling | 
on legality of changes made by 
liquor commish. Gov, Luren Dick- 





| Royale-Frolics Cafe Show 





inson, an anti-saloon leaguer, has : "4 
been insisting on an earlier curfew, Into Chi Palace for 3d Yr. 
ban on Sunday liquor sales and Chicago, June 6. 
drastic cut in retail outlets, all of For the third consecutive year 
which are expected to have its Denis Cooney is booking his Royale- 
heaviest effect on niteries in the|Frolics cafe show into the RKO 
state if made effective. Palace here. Goes in as a unit June 
If the attorney general okays/ 16. 





move, Chairman Murl F. DeFoe says House holds option for second 
board will eliminate rural drinking | week. 











have already been issued for this} 


was suspended for that period by the | 





AMERICA’S CRAZIEST ORCHESTRA 


The Clown Prince of Music 


MILT BRITTON 


And His World Famous Orchestra 


ACCLAIMED THE OUTSTANDING SHOW 
BAND COMBINING SUPERB DANCE MUSIC 


NOW — LOEW’S STATE, New York 


Per. Mgt.—HARRY A. ROMM —General 


Amusement Corp. 











AGENCY MEASURE DIES 





Philadelphia, June 6. 
Bill governing agents, introduced 
in the state legislature several weeks 
'ago at the request of the Entertain- 
“ment Managers Assn., died with the 
| session last week. 


| Introduced by Senator Tallman, 
the measure would have put agents 
in a classification of their own. They 
are presently covered by the regu- 
lar employment agency act, which 
they claim doesn’t fit their needs. 








~~~ Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





AS PA. LAWMAKERS QUIT 





~~ 


Prov. Shriners Book 
36 Acts for Benefit 


Providence, June 6. 
Local Shriners have booked 36 acts 
for its annual circus at Narragansett 
Park, from June 12 to 17, for the 
benefit of the Shrine Convalescent 
Home Fund for crippled children. 
More than 50 animals and 200 men 
and women performers are on the 
program. 
Show will be staged twice daily. 


GEO. KIRBY KILLED IN 
HEAD-ON AUTO CRASH 


George D. Kirby, around 40, who 
for 15 years had been on the stand- 
ard comedy vaudeville team of Kir- 
b, and Duval, was killed instantly in 








| People who really make this ac- | a head-on auto collision Monday (5) 


tor’s colony worthwhile: 
The way that Mannie Lowy, who 


himself has marked time here for | 


over 10 years, is helping the needy. 
The ever-cheerful letters from the 
| Very Rev. Msgr. Edward F. Leonard, 
, who claims that T. B. does not mean 
‘through booking,’ a nice gesture. 
| The salutes to this gang from Mor- 
}ton Downey. 
The squibs from Joe Laurie, Jr., 
and George Jessel to some here. 


Gene Buck, who sacrifices much 
for the ailing here. 
| Eddie Cantor, Major Edward 
| Bowes, Al Jolson, George M. Cohan, 
Hugh O’Connell, Alfred E. Smith, 
Jr.. Ed Wynn, William Morris, Jr., 
Rudy Vallee and David Sarnoff for 
their donations for the upkeep of 
this colony. 

The timely gifts and greetings 
from Johnny Barnes, of Buffalo. 
| Mrs. William ‘Mother’ Morris, who 
claims all here as her children. 
| Dolph Singer has written a play, 
‘With No Apologies’. He wrote the 
tune, ‘Just Around The Corner.’ 
| Chris Hagedorn seen down the 
street for the first time in a long 
'while. He’s had a mess of trouble. 
| Johnny DiGiovanni vows that 
|eight more months of this will set 
|him pretty for work again. 
Keyes and Lawrence, the Reggie 
|and Tommie of the old days, never 
| miss a chance to aid this gang. 


(Write to those who are ill). 





EXPERIENCED TROPIC TRAVELERS keep comfortable 
with tall, iced glasses of Johnnie Walker and Soda. Try it 
as a summer drink. There’s no finer whisky than Scotch, 
and Johnnie Walker is Scotch at its smooth, mellow best! 


It’s Sensible to Stick with 


Bors 1820 
still going strong 


JOHNNIE [YALKER 


BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY 


CANADA DRY GINGER ALE, INC., NEW YORK, N. Y., SOLE IMPORTERS 


Red Label 8 years old 
BlackLabel12 years old 
Both 86.8 proof 








| 





in Harrison, N. Y., as he was driving 
from his home in Sandy Hook, Conn., 
to New York. His widow, Helen Du- 
val, had formed the other half of the 
team. He was alone in the car at 
the time of the crash. 

Surviving, besides tk : widow, are 
his mother, two brothers end a sis- 
ter. Interment in Binghamton, N. Y. 


2 Men Sought in Attack 
On Nitery Entertainer 








Syracuse, June 6. 

Deputy Sheriffs are seeking two 
men who allegedly attacked Alva 
May Charnock, 22, Buffalo night 
club entertainer, while she was on 
a visit here. Miss Charnock said the 
two men had taken her in an auto to 
the outskirts of the city and attacked 
her. Then, she said, they tock her 
back into the city and forced her out 
of the car. 

She secured the license number of 
the machine but after deputies had 
picked up two men, she was unable 
to identify them. 


Will Mahoney to Return 
To England for Vaude 


Sydney, May 18. 

Will Mahoney, currently playing 
for Tivoli and set to do a picture 
for Cinesound, will return to Eng- 
land for vaude dates commencing 
Sept. 18. 

Mahoney then intends to bring 
his own company for a tour of South 
Africa, New Zealand and Australia. 


Dome, L. A., Bankrupt 


Los Angeles, June 6. 

Omar’s Dome, nitery here, filed 
voluntary petition in bankruptcy, 
listing liabilities at $27,265 and as- 
sets $17,951, of which $15,956 are 
receivable. 

Among the debts are $373 owed 
Les Hite, orchestra leader, and 
$1,368 for wages to employes. 














Frisco Cafe Reopens 


San Francisco, June 6. 

Ernie Heckscher’s band hag re- 
opened the Palace Hotel Rose Room, 
which has been redecorated follow- 
ing its fold several weeks ago. 

Talent for the opening program in- 
cludes John and Edna Torrence, 
dance team; Bert Prival, mimic 





ballet dancer, and Roy Benson, 
magician. 
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Harry Howard’s 1006 
Libel Suit Against 
N. Y. Daily, Kilgallen 


Charging libel, suit for $100,000 
damages has been brought by Harry 
Howard and Howard, Inc., against 
Dorothy Kilgallen, columnist, and 
the N. Y. Journal-American, charg. 
ing that last February she ran an 
item which indicated that members 
of the ‘Hollywood Hotel Revue,’ star. 
ring . Willie and Eugene Howard, 
were stranded in Australia. 

Howard claims that the ‘Holly. 
wood Hotel Revue’ is still playing in 
Australia and that it has been forced 
to lay off only four weeks in 40 since 
going there. 


DRAPER TO COCOANUT 
GROVE, L. A., JUNE 21 


Returning from London, where 
he filled eight weeks at the Cafe 
de Paris, Paul Draper hies to the 
Coast for a June 21 opening at the 
Cocoanut Grove, Los Angeles, 
Booked by Music Corp. of America, 
he’s in the Coast nitery for five 
weeks, replacing Veloz and Yo-« 
landa. The Hartmans follow him. 

Alec Templeton, the blind pianist, 
is also on the Grove show. 














Phil Spitalny, Hope, Vallee 
Set for the Chicago, Chi 


Chicago, June 6. 

Phil Spitalny’s all-girl orchestra 
heads the Balaban & Katz Chicago 
theatre show week of June 23, Fol- 
lowing week (30) Bope Hope, with 
Jerry Colonna, will be on the ros- 
trum. 

Rudy Vallee’s orchestra comes in 
week of July 28. 





Constructs New Nitery 


Dallas, June 6. 

A new summer nitery near here is 
being constructed by Dick Wheeler, 
former manager of the Rockwelle 
O’Keefe office here, and Joe Land- 
wehr, operator of the 400 Club, 
Wichita. 

It will accommodate about 2,500 
and will be on a five-acre hilltop 
site. Name bands will be the policy. 














JACK HYLTON 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 























Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 














“Heart of the Loop” 


BREVOORT HOTEL 


Madison, east of LaSalle, Chicago 
Special Theatrical Rates 
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RETURNING FROM LONDON PALLADIUM "CRAZY SHOW" 


UE RYAN 


Thanks to Tom Arnold, "Winter Sports," from Dec. 13th, 1937, to Aug. Ist, 1938 
Thanks to George Black, "Crazy Show," Sept. 12th, 1938, to June 3rd, 1939 
Thanks to George and Harry Foster, William Morris Office, and Harry Young 
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AFA FINES MCA 
ACTS IN CH: 
PICKETING 


Chicago, June 6. 
Two acts booked by the Music 
Corp. of America for a club date 


were fined by the American Federa- 
tion of Actors here last week. AFA 
is presently picketing MCA. 


Francita was fined $25, with the | 
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| Philly Hotel Exec Seeks 
To Vacate Cafe’s Title 


Philadelphia, June 6. 

Demand has been served on Art 
Padula, operator of the Anchorage, 
that he cease advertising ‘Garden 
Terrace’ as the tag for his outdoor 
dining room. Samuel Earley, man- 
aging director of the Benjamin 
Franklin hotel, has informed Padula 
by letter that he has rights to the 
label for his dining room. 

Padula maintains that he has been 
j}using the name for six years and 
| refuses to debate it with Earley. 


| 








| DETROIT VAUDE-LESS, 
IST TIME IN YEARS 


fine later suspended, while the act | 


of Victoria and Lornezo was fined 
$24 and suspended indefinitely. 
other acts are due to come up for 
trial this week for playing 
same date. 


ROSE DICKERS SALLY 
RAND FOR B WAY CASA 


Billy 
Broadway, 





when Rose’s C 
on reopens, 


Rand may be the headliner. 


If and 
Manana, 
Sally 


asa 


Rose has been talking with the 
Morris agency about contracting | 


Miss Rand for the Casa’s reopening 
show but there’s nothing beyond 
that. 


It’s not at all definite that the Casa | 


will reopen since Rose isn’t particu- 
larly anxious to take another nitery 
fling right now inasmuch as his 
Aquacade at the New York World’s 
Fair is one of the biggest coin- 
makers, The Diamond Horseshoe, in 
the Paramount hotel building, off 
Broadway, is his lone cafe repre- 
sentation. 


If Miss Rand comes into the Casa 
show, it’s believed she'll sell her in- 
terests in the ‘Nude Ranch’ and ‘Miss 
America’ shows at the Frisco Fair, 
both of which are understood to 
have slid since the opening weeks. 





The Hofbrau, Waldameer Park, 
Erie, Pa., has opened for the summer 
season. 


Five 


the | 


Detroit, June 6. 
| The combined elements of the 
| Briggs Body strike involving some 
150,000 workers and the lack of 
available acts at this time have 
forced the temporary departure of 
vaude from the Fox (Skouras), De- 
troit, which last week began a sum- | 
| mer policy of dual films. House re- | 
turns to vaude, however, in the early | 
fall. 

This marks the first time in years 
that the downtown Detroit 
minus a vauder, 


Sharkey Replaces Girard 


| As Pennsy License Head 
Philadelphia, June 6. 
| Charles 
appointed by Governor James as 
license commissioner in the Depart- 
ment of Labor and Industry. Job 
entails supervision of all agents and 
the working conditions of acts. 
Sharkey replaces Victor Girard, 
Democrat, who was discharged by 
the new Republican administration 
several weeks ago. 


N. Y. NITERY’S BKPTCY. 
The Mexican Catering Corp., op- 
erators of a night club at 1675 
Broadway, N. Y., had an involuntary 





creditors. 

It is alleged that the bankrupt is 
| no longer functioning, and the sole 
asset is a refund of $385 due on a 
liquor license, 





area 15| 


Edward Sharkey has been | 


petition of bankruptcy filed against | 
it last week in federal court by three | 





| anni 


| e15 YEARS AGOce 


(From VARIETY) 








James Craig, of the Mail, although 
not actively engaged in reviewing 
for the whole season, was the top 
reviewer in VARIETY’s annual box- 
score of New York drama critics. 

Elsie Janis, opening at the Queen’s, 
|London, was a click in her new 
vaudeville show. Her lead was Wal- 
ter Pidgeon, a baritone. 





Picture people were 
vaude, among them being Beryl 
Mercer, Gaston Glass, Flora Finch, 
Lucille LaVerne and Frank Mayo. 

Eight shows closed, 
hits, and 1,000 people were 
out of work when Equity 
strike against 
agers Assn. 


going 


thrown 


the Producing Man- 





‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ 
| stage hit, renewed its lease at the 
|Republic, N. Y., for another year. 
|If the show were to last the year it 
would beat the ‘Lightnin’ record for 
a Broadway stage run. 


Anne Nichols’ 


With film production on the up- 
beat Equity launched a membership 
|drive among the film players. 

Despite an excellent performance 
by O. P. Heggie, ‘The Baronet and 
lthe Butterfly’ seemed siated for 
| doubtful boxoffice after opening in 
Worcester. Laura Hope Crews: and 


Leslie Howard were in the week’s 
other out-of-towner, ‘The Wer-Wolf,’ 
a click. 





Tallulah Bankhead was a ‘blinding, 
blonde vamp’ in the London produc- 
| tion of ‘This Marriage,’ with Herbert 
Marshall also featured. 





Natural colored films had its first 
showing in Los Angeles. 


Russe Art, N. Y., Bkpt. 


The Russe Art, Second Avenue, 
N. Y., nitery, filed a voluntary bank- 
| ruptcy petition in N. Y. federal court 
yesterday (Tues.) listing liabilities of 
$7,322 and assets of $3,516. 











| Liabilities include $1,980, owed in | 


salaries to 38 persons. 





| Martin, 


into | 


seven of them | 


went on} 


H wood Chinese Back to Pix Policy 
After Folies Fails as Stage Hypo 





REUNION IN PHILLY 


Ex-French War Orphan, 
Meets Benefactor 20 Years Later 


Philadelphia, June 6. 


>hiladelph 





It was reunion in 
George Andre Martin 
the Walton Roof here, 
when 


lia for 
+ 


currently at 


and his spon- 


| sor he was a French ‘war 
orphan’ 20 years ago. 

Martin met last week, for the sec- 
ond time in his life, W. L. Saunders, 
| Philadelphia publisher, who up- 
ported him by proxy in France 
after the war, backed him through 
| electrical engineering school. He’s 
currently doing a novelty puppet 





act. 


AFA PUSHES CLOSED 
SHOP DRIVE ON COAST 


Los Angeles, 





June 6. 

Drive for closed shop in Los 
geles territory has been launched by 
Jack W. Kramer, head of American 
Federation of Actors here, with 
campaign aimed primarily at thea- 
tres using flesh shows where AFA 
holds jurisdiction. 

Most of local vaude houses have 
verbal agreement with AFA, but 
drive is to enforce closed shop pact 
to insure full protection for actors 
and others coming under AFA juris- 
diction. 





From London to Frisco; 
‘Follies’ to Bal Tabarin 


‘Grandfather’s Follies,’ nitery re- 
vue, opens at the Bal Tabarin, San 
Francisco, Aug. 1. 

Troupe, headed by Duanne and 
Leslie, with the Muriell Abbott 
girls, recently closed after 21 weeks 
for Music Corp. of America in the 
Grosvenor House, London. 


day and Sunday, 


Hollywood, June 6. 


Attempt of Fox-West Coast thea- 
tres to revive interest in flesh shows 


by booking Clifford C. Fischer’s 
‘Folies Bergere- into its de luxe 
Grauman’s Chinese theatre here, 


failed to elicit the interest expected 
and the stage revue folds June 11 
after four and half week 

For first three weeks of venture, 


grosses came nearly 
tions, with total of 
annexed. Day 


up to expecta- 
around $61,000 
after Memorial Day 
holiday trade took a slump and 
hoped-for six or eight weeks’ run 
looked too dubious to continue. 

For final week daily matinees 
have been cut to Wednesday, Satur- 
with total of 18 per- 
formances on the week, as compared 
with 23 given first couple of wecks. 


Hope of F-WC operating execs 
| was that ‘Folies’ would demonstrate 
demand for flesh shows in Holly- 
wood, especially of the sexy type, 
and there was some talk earlier of 
bringing J. J. Shubert’s Golden 


| Gate expo 
An- 


| on Hollywood boulevard, 





production of ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies’ in to follow. Jnfavorable 
notices received by latter following 


its debut on Treasure Island, and 
fear that ‘Folies Bergere’ would col- 
lapse if run were stretched, 


prompted circuit to decide on early 
fold. 

Chinese, once a two-a-day de luxer 
reverts to 
day-date first-run film policy with 
Loew’s State starting (13). Fox Wil- 
shire, currently day-dating with 
State, will again be coupled with 
United Artists for continued first 
runs, with fate of Carthay Circle, at 
present operating with the Wilshire 
policy, still to be deciued. 

‘Folies’ engagement at Chinese is 
expected to grind out total gross of 
around $80,000. Stage unit is guar- 
anteed $7,500 weekly, and shares 
after house nut has been reached. 
Nut first couple of weeks ran close 
to $18,000 mark, but has been sharply 
reduced for final weeks. Attraction 
is understood to have a salary sheet 
of $6,300 weekly. 
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Night Club Reviews 


LEON & EDDIE'S, N. Y. 


This W. 52d _ street institution 
marks its 10th anniversary with a 
costly facelift, reported at some 
$30,000, and since the room, its en- 
vironment and its bonifaces—Leon 
Enken and Eddie Davis—constitute 
the sparkplugs of the place, this re- 











ment squad, the mobsters who 
wanted to muscle in, and all the 
rest of it, including post-repeal re- 
aajustment, Enken and Davis have 
been an unusual nitery pair—per- 
haps the ideal partnership for this 
sort of business; Enken at the door; 
Eddie Davis the prime entertainer. 

Davis is an indefatigable worker, 





bition era with its grafting enforce- | 


chain, and he has spared no expense 
in converting the former dull Adel- 
phia Roof atmosphere into the at- 
| tractive Hawaiian Room. Very much 
| like the smaller room at Hitz’s Lex- 


fully decorated nitery in Philly. Pol- 


starting at $1.25. 

Not the least of numerous stunts 
is a mural of a Hawaiian mountain 
along one wall. At intervals a ‘storm’ 
is created. Water actually pours 
down, while two sound machines in 
the back create wind and thunder 





with a canny knowledge of how to 
change pace, mixing up the risque | 
wordage with sock interpretations of | 
contemporaneous pops. He makes a| 
saga out of ‘Masquerade Is Over,’ 
plus its special intro matter, and 
then shifts into bawdy parodies on 
‘Heart Belongs to Daddy’ and saucy 
chansons like ‘Faith, Hope and 
plete switch. What was the back/ Charity.’ Davis is the mainstay of 
(or April in Paris) room is now the| the show and while the rest is a 
centre of things. The outer (front) | stage-wait until his frolic, it’s a good 
room now holds the enlarged bar.} progressive buildup. 
Both rooms have been merged into Lou Forman’s orchestra, James 
one large boite, with those bother- | Keoghan as m. c.; Royal Whirlwinds 
some pillars removed. That con-| with their knockabout Apache 
stituted the major~ investment for | hoke, and assortment of semi-cooch- 
the 30G _ reconstruction, as the|ers, song and dance specialists and 
building had to be otherwise rein-| the Wally Wanger sextet of tall 
forced in order to eliminate the par-| lookers are some of the acts. 
titions. The show is on a rising To a $1.50 table d’hote this is one 
platform, which further aids visibil- | of the biggest bargains on 52d street. 
ity. But more importantly, for the trade, 
Leon & Eddie’s has undergone an| this 10th anniversary facelift speaks 
uniaue career. Through the prohi-| plenty for the stability and durabil- 


ity of Leon & Eddie’s as an institu- 


tion. Abel. 
OPENING PIERRE HOTEL 
JUNE 15 FOR 4 WEEKS 


RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
AT THE SAVOY-PLAZA, 
OPENING JULY 27 FOR 
INDEFINITE PERIOD. 


view is devoted more to these phases 
than anything else. Besides, since} 
reviewed, the show has_ been} 
switched. It was not a particularly 
good card, with an assortment of so- 
so acts, paced by James Keoghan, 
but then the hors d’ouvres are 
usually secondary to Davis. 

The enlarged interior is a com- 














HAWAIIAN ROOF 


(Hotel Adelphia, Philly) 





Philadelphia, June 2. 


Eddie Valencia orch with Frank 
| Fisher & Paul Valencia, Suni Lauvi, 
Siafiafi, Lulu Holokai & Numi Ahi. 





The Adelphia, long a popular night 
spot, but without a supper room 
since it ran into labor difficulties 
during the winter, reopened its roof 
tonight (Friday). Hotel recently 
came: under the management of 
Howard Hohl, formerly of the Hitz 


Per. Mgr. ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep. JACK BERTELL 




















and photographer’s flood bulbs make 
lightning. When the storm dies 

down, a baby spot conceives a rain- 
Ow. 


An importation from the N. Y.| 


Lexington’s Haseetien- Room-and=an 
innovation for Philly is 


Waiters, if it’s desired, put the co- 
coanuts in a box when the drink is 
finished so that they may be taken 
home and the meat eaten. A lei, of 
course, is placed around the neck of 
everyone who enters, and the walls 
and ceiling of the room have been 
authentically covered with lattice 
work and thatehing to complete the 
atmosphere. Even the _ tablecloths 
and napkins have been specially 
made in authentic designs. Room 
seats 380 as it is now set up. 

While the room is no doubt tops 
in appeal, it’s another question with 
the entertainment. All native and 
authentic as the atmosphere 


shows, although, again, it 


fully for two years. 


the entertainment consists 


Valencia’s nine-piece 


dancing or listening. 
trumpet, three 


and native 
Hawaiians. 


steel 


ington in New York, the new spot is 
easily the most lavish and_ beauti- 


icy is medium-priced, with dinner 


drinks | 
served in halves of fresh cocoanuts. | 


it’s 
lacking in quantity and variety for 
patrons accustomed to standard floor 
is pat- 
terned after the Lexington’s room, 
which has been operating success- 


Set by Music Corp. of America, 
of a 
mixed Hawaiian and American band 
batoned by Eddie Valencia, which 
plays for both the show and terp- 
ing; three native femme shim-sham- 
mers and a native gal singer. Band, 
in addition, provides some novelties. 
crew has 
been skilfully put together to make 
a surprisingly good combo for either 
Consists of 
saxes and drums 
handled by Americans, plus guitars 
instruments played by 
Paul Valencia, brother 
of the maestro, is featured with his 


bounce music literally has the place 
jumping. Yet Miller’s is a sweet 
swing, not quite as smooth as that of 
Tommy Dorsey, who is said to have 
become a patron of the new maestro- 
arranger, but not cacaphonous or 
raucous. Main thing is that it’s socko 
dansapation, and the kids are piling 


in. 

All the Glen Island has this year is, 
as before, a surefire dance band. It’s 
long been the cradle of good bands, 
from Glen Gray to Larry Clinton. 
Assisting artists are Marion Hutton, 
sister of Betty Hutton, but not so 
{jitterbug in her vocalizing; Ray 
|Eberle, brother of crooner Bob 





and Tex Beneke, comedian, who also 
sings with the band. 

Unusual for a big barn of this type 
lis*the cuisine. The $1.50 to $3 table 


production standpoint. Abel. 


EL CHICO, N. Y. 








Maria Luisa Lopez, 
Carlos, Julian Huarte orch (6). 





institution, a spot that has taken little 





the Argentine Pavilion restaurant at 
the Fair, coincidentally with 
Chico—is one of the least hurt, like 
the other niteries, still feeling the 
exodus to Flushing Meadows. 

His new show is a compact little 


saucy personality 
Lopez. No wow looker, she charms, 
however, and has a pert manner of 
putting her intime songs across. 
Teresita Osta 
dancer—but not a fan dancer. It’s her 
N. Y. debut as it is for Senorita 
Lopez, who hails from Guatamala. 
The comic Lino, Elisa and Carlos 
trio, two men and gal, are in the 
Mexican idiom with droll fol-de-rol, 


hokum,. Herminio Giminez is a ‘ban- 
doneon’ (accordion) player-singer of 
Argentine tangos. 

Julian Huarte, new band, mixes up 
the native tempos with the U. S. terp 
tunes in good style. Room remains 
one of the top charm interiors, with 
its authentic Latin decor. Abel. 





is a fan type of| 


dong ‘cucaracha’ and kindred type | 





Now in the 16th Week 





show.” 


AT THE 


London Daily Express: 
“I take off my hat to Bob Bromley for stealing the 


BROMLEY’ 
“PUPPET PERSONALITIES” 


GEORGE BLACK’S 
““BLACK AND BLUE’ 


LONDON HIPPODROME 


Daily Telegraph and Morning Post: 
“The cleverest turn ! have seen.” 


Exclusive Management SHERWOOD and MATHEWS 
European Representative CHARLES L. TUCKER 


drummer, does novelty vocals. 








Frank Fisher, the 
One, 
‘Cockeyed Mayor,’ in which he 
works with Lulu Holokai, native 
chirper, is funny. 
Miss Holokai also does the open- 
ing number, a kind of chant that 
sets the pace for the show. She’s 
followed by Suni Lauvi and Siafiafi, 
femme body-weavers, who work in 
duo, and Numi Ahi, solo hip-twister. 
All three are okay lookers, but their 
turns seem to lack s.a.—mebbe too 
much authenticity. Good idea to 
add interest to the dances would be 
to have the m. c. explain briefly 
to the aud in advance the very spe- 
cial meaning of the arm movements, 
which now pass practically un- 
noticed. 

Entertainment as a whole needs 


guitar. 





La Vista, on ro 


Vista hotel, New Orleans, 
Saturday (3) with Jimmie Garrigen’s 
band. No floor show. 


of of old Buena 
opened 


} 


d’hotes are excellent from the kitchen | ; 


Teresita Osta, Herminio Gimenez, | oes 
Lino, Elisa, and | ‘UNes, 


| 
his | 


| 


unit of Latin specialists, topped by a | 
in Maria Luisa | 
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DEL-SHORE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, June 2. 
George Hamilton orch, Doc Martin 
Julian & Margery. r 








New road spot operated by Sam 
Hare, long prominent in Chicago 
night life, indicates it’ll rate highly 
in Chi’s summer activities. 

Seating some 250 in the main room, 
plus additional seats on a small 
balcony and in an open-air garden, 
the Del-Shore, basically, has primary 
requisites: good food and service, 

Show is good enough, without go- 


| Eberle of Jimmy Dorsey’s band, who ing overboard on coin outlay. Ruth 
w;kewise handles a nice vocal pop, | Petty, skedded for the floor, is out 


due to illness. She hasn’t been re- 


| placed. 


Doc Martin works hard as m.c. and 
keeps things moving at a good clip, 
n between announcements he turns 
in some bang-up magic. Julian and 
Margery are a good-looking dance 
team that’s also okay on the foot- 
work. 

George Hamilton’s orchestra is too 
loud and brassy but has satisfactory 
solid rhythm and good ar- 
rangements though the brass over- 
shadows the melodies. Hamilton hag 


The Chico is a Greenwich Village | 2 vocalist and an accordionist who 


step out for some solo stuff. Warbler 


cognizance of what the World’s Fair|iS all right and gets by; the ac- 
visitors mean. As result, Benito Col- | cordionist can work that push-box 
lada—who, just started to operate |capably enough but his choice of 


times is not tan hot. 


JOE 
TERMINI 


eer 
with JEAN HAMILTON 
and BOB DU HART 


JUNE 5 and 12, BERKELEY 
HOTEL, LONDON 


Gold. 























HARRY RICHMAN Sez: 


‘LORD & STEWART, 


19, Albemarle Street, 
LONDON, W. 1. 
Are England’s Best Tailors.’ 




















plenty of work. In addition, its 
chance for success appears to be in 
getting the patrons to judge it as 
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FOLLIES 


NEXT WEEK 


RIVERSIDE—-MILWAUKEE 
Booked Solid Until Oct. 1 


BOB HICKS, Hollywood 


part of the atmosphere and not in 
the light of a floor show. Herb. 


HOTEL AMBASSADOR 


(NEW YORK) 


Ramon Ramos orchestra, Milton 
Saunders, James Lozipo; William 
Adler ensemble. 








The summer garden of the Hotel 
Ambassador is doing better business 
comparatively than has the hotel’s 
Trianon room during the winter with 
a costlier setup. Whether it’s a com- 
bination of more permanent guests 
at the hotel, the Fair, or the air- 
conditioned appeal of the summer 
restaurant, fact remains it’s a bullish 
room. 

Ramon Ramos dispenses the dansa- 
pation with his nifty sextet, mixing 
up the Latin terps with the straight 
foxtrotology. Milton Saunders, radio 
| baritone, vocalizes; James Lozipo, at 
| the ivories, plugs the waits. William 
Adler’s ensemble is the luncheon 
combination. 
| Ramos handles the dinner-supper 
| sessions. He has been standard among 
| Class-music bandmasters for several 
seasons, and his new combo main- 
tains par. Abel. 


GLEN ISLAND CASINO 


(NEW YORK) 














Glenn Miller orchestra, Marion 
| Hutton, Ray Eberle, Tex Beneke. 
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| Before the Fair panned out as it 
did for midtown nitery biz, Lock- 
| wood Conkling, operator of the Glen 
‘Island Casino, doped 


stick to themselves anyway. He has 
hit it more than right, proving that 


‘for several seasons for naught. In 
| the face of the in-town cafes, clubs, 
| ete., taking a beating, his roadhouse 
is doing unexpectedly bullish biz. 
| Glenn Miller, a new band, is get- 


|usual pull, of course. 
trombonist’s aggregation is one of 








ithe ‘coming’ orchestras and _ its 





it that the| 
| Westchester bunch would want to! 


Conkling has not been at this spot! 


'ting much of the credit for this un- | 
The swing’ 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Block & Sully, Irving Caesar, with 
Gerald ‘Dixie’ Marks, Milt Britton’s 
band, Helen Reynolds &.“9., Gray 
Family (6); ‘Lucky Night’ (M-G). 


Stage bill running an hour and 20 
minutes deserved much better busi- 
ness on the opening afternoon, per- 
formance running smoothly and 
building up to a bellylaugh finale 
supplied by Milt Britton and his mad 
musicians. 

Jesse Block and Eve Sully, plus 
Irving Caesar, are the headline turns, 
with Block the m.c, The duo saves 


its stuff for later, when they get 
their share of giggles stepping off 
with a vocal. Earlier he kids about 
the prices at the World’s Fair and 
works in a good gag about a nude 
violin. 

Caesar gets better as he goes along. 
He explains the reason for his ‘songs 
of safety,’ first heard on the radio, 
which opened a new field for the 
lyricist. He wanted to do something 
constructive, something that would 
get him into Heaven, he says. With 
Gerald ‘Dixie’ Marks at the piano, 
Caesar sings these ‘message’ num- 
bers with vim: ‘When You're Watch- 
ing a Parade’ and ‘Hot and Cold 
Water’. 

Composer drew the best returns 
when caught with ‘Oh, What a Day 
That Will Be,’ alluded to as the 
‘white man’s spiritual’, a lyric anent 
the end of all war. For encore he 
gave what was called a Roumanian 
folk song, said to be his newest num- 
ber. Called ‘Love Is Such a Cheat’, 
tune has a melodious Yiddish air 
and is sung with spirit. Medley of 
his earlier scoring numbers is also 
accompanied by comment. For in- 
stance, ‘Tea for Two’ might indicate 
his favorite beverage, but actually, 
he says, he likes coffee. ‘Want to Be 
Happy’, ‘Crazy Rhythm,’ ‘Sometimes 
I’m Happy’ and ‘Just a Gigolo’ are 
also in the medley. 

Britton, introduced as the ‘clown 
prince of swing’ by Block, is back 
after a long lapse and the act de- 
livers a comedy punch. And with 
only one little squirt of seltzer and 
only one violin broken, Understood 
that after the first show there was 
a powwow with the front of the 
house and some of the extraneous 
rough stuff eliminated. It isn’t 
missed. 

Tommy Rafferty, who formerly 
had his own ’two’ act, is the néw 
chief comic and a wow. He’s a 
natural clown and also an excellent 
hoofer. Runner-up among the bands- 
men is Irving Jaffe, whose opening 
stuff on the E string and a bit wih 
a loose fiddle string is unusual. 
Chubby Silver and Joe Britton are 
also featured. Always good is the 
maestro number and the roughhouse 
finale, ‘Poet and Peasant’, 

Show is off to a fast start with the 
Helen Reynolds rollerskating act. 
The five minutes on the small mat 
make that form of skating seem 
speedier than steel runners on ice. 
There were a couple of falls that 
the girls took on high. The Gray 
Family, consisting of five girl bru- 
nets and a boy, supply something 
exceptional in ensemble tap dancing, 
‘Gray Bonnet’ and a Scotch number 
standing out. Hildegarde Halliday 
goes into the Block and Sully rou- 
tine at one point, getting some laughs 
with what she calls a hay oi * solo 

ee. 








ROXY, N. Y. 


Sylvia Manon & Co. (3), Jack 
Powell, Winfield & Ford, Variety 
Singers (7), Gae Foster Girls, Paul 
Ash house orch; ‘Young Mr. Lincoln’ 
(20th), reviewed in this issue, 








Bright stage show at the Roxy, in 
nice contrast to the ‘Lincoln’ feature 
on the screen. It’s a good blend of 
sundry varieties, with enough pro- 
duction values to properly set it off. 
The major shortcoming is that 
‘wintry’ look lent the show by one 
heavy black velvet drape, and also 
some of the girls’ costumes in the 
‘Sophisticated Lady’ number, which, 

satin, look more like velvet, and 

ence not aptly seasonal. 

But the talent values are there. 
Sylvia Manon, with her male trio of 
stalwarts, is catapulted around to her 
standard ‘Blue Danube’ routine. 
Jack Powell, with his rhythmic 
drumstick comedy nonsense, is now 
billed as an ‘international star,’ hav- 
ing been back and forth frequently, 
most recently to Sweden and adja- 
cent Norse countries. With his 
novelty traps work the mainstay, the 

lackface comedian, in chef’s getup, 
is extending his hokum with bits of 
effective byplay. 

The Juvelys (2), in amazing teeter- 

ard acro-comedy, do_ difficult 
stunts, and, in fact, missed a couple 
at this show. They wisely don't re- 
Prise if things go awry. They have 
peenty in their routine, such as the 

ead-to-head balancing, with one 
and later two rubber balls in be- 
tween; the teeterboard balancing 
looking very difficult and flashy, and 
the rest of it. 

Winfield and Ford (New Acts) are 
alumni of Tip, Tap and Toe, and 
plenty okay on the hoof. They blend 
into the riverboat background, that, 
in turn, being the finale, and segue 

















deftly into the scrim presentation 
backgrounding the ‘Lincoln’ feature. 
The girls in this number do a cork- 
ing routine with their crinoline un- 
der-panties (ante-bellum costuming) 
matched by like parasols. It’s one of 
the Gae Fosterites’ prettiest routines. 

The Variety Singers are chiefly an 
offstage harmony septet, also dress- 
in¢ the rostrum as occasion demands. 
Paul Ash per usual bat 3 a good 
show from the pit. 

Business rather light opening (Fri- 
day) night, final performance. Abel. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 








Chicago, June 3. 
Burns & White, Larimer & Hud-| 
son, Joan Abbott, Paul Kirkland, | 
Bell’s Hawaiians, Tip, Tap & Toe; 
‘Sgt. Madden’ (M-G). 


Good vaudeville bill, with the re- | 
markable Bell’s Hawaiians holding | 
down the big spot. This troupe, with 
their ukes and grass skirts, is suit- 
able for family time anywhere. 

In the vaude half the talent is 

solid and standard. Burns and 
White make good with their clean- 
cut dancing bit and comedy dancing. 
Dennis White doubles as m.c. and 
does a good job of it. Larimer and 
Hudson go over nicely here with 
their bicycle act, the tramp comedy 
being especially effective. Paul 
Kirkland clicks strongly with his 
balancing of the ladder and paper 
cone, 
Joan Abbott makes an eye-filling 
appearance and registers solidly 
with her throaty delivery of torrid 
pops. On appearance and showman- 
ship Miss Abbott is a cinch any- 
where. This audience went for her 
immensely, 

Tip, Tap and Toe, colored, wind 
up the vaude with their outstanding 
hoofing. They’re in military garb. 

Biz good at supper show on Sat- 
urday (3). Gold. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 2. 
Cass Daley, Chaney & Fox, Wiere 
Bros., Cappy Barra Ensemble, Gae 
Foster Girls, Adolph Kornspan house 
ven ‘It’s a Wonderful World’ 
(M-G). 


The Fox show this stanza has been 
buiit strictly with an eye to the 
bankroll, Ducking completely the 
name bands and Hollywood per- 


sonals it customarily books, the sub- 
stitute this canto is four acts of 
vaude. and a line of gals. There’s 
been a general reversal of the film 
policy, too, since a stronger-than- 
usual picture for the Fox is pro- 
vided, ‘It’s a Wonderful World,’ 
which is given top billing. 

Flesh lineup suffers principally 
from lack of at least one name. As 
it stands, Cass Daley is given the 
top bracket. Miss Daley’s okay but 
hardly big enough to fill the required 
hole. Another obvious lack is the 
absence of an m.c. The Cappy 
Barra Ensemble, which comes in the 
deuce, following the line, was given 
no intro at all at this catching, while 
later turns are brought on by an 
offstage voice. It makes for choppi- 
ness, pauses and poor continuity. 

Gae Foster Girls (16) are the for- 
mer house line at the Palace, Chi. 
They do three numbers, only one 
showing some highly creditable imag- 
ination, and all are marked by less- 
than-standard precision for a Foster 
line. Opener has some merit in that 
the gals swing golf sticks. U. S. 
Open is being played here and 
there’s more than usual interest in 
the game here presently. Luminous 
paint idea on the clubs also good. 
Second appearance of the gals is in 
a fluffy-skirted ballet, while easily 
the best is the finale, in which they 
work on stilts of various heights to 
get tricky effects. Costuming 
throughout is mediocre, 

Miss Daley has changed her act 
since her last date in Philly, smartly 
de-emphasizing her free-wheeling 
face, arms, legs and back, and put- 
ting more time on the warbling. 
There’s still plenty of the slapstick 
contortions—perhaps too much—but 
they’re used to _ up the chirp- 
ing instead of dominating it. De- 
spite laryngitis, Miss Daley does 
very well with her tunes, both of 
which are very suitable for her. Sec- 
ond, ‘The Family Album,’ is par- 
ticularly strong. Another one like it, 
with more of the physical cut-up 
stuff eliminated, would be fine. 

Ballroom duo of Chaney and Fox, 
long on looks and personality, excel 
in their fine routines with but one 
exception. Novelties presented are 
‘The Texas Tommy,’ from ‘The Cas- 
tles’ (RKO), Continental and the 
new English terp, ‘The Chestnut 
Tree.’ 

Wiere Bros. (3) comedians, are 
well-drilled. Pretty well free of 
slapstick, they’re good for only mild 
laughs. 

Cappy Barra gang (8) completes 
the setup. Lads are togged in stand- 
ard summer evening clothes and 
present their harmonica work in 
standard fashion. There’s little 
humor and almost a minimum of 
showmanship, only standout being a 
pretty good rendition of ‘Poet and 
Peasant Overture,’ which they did in 
‘Mad About Music’ (U). Long build- 
up is given Freddie Stewart, war- 
bler with them, on how they stole 














him away from Mickey Rooney’s 
band. He’s n.s.h. Herb. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Emery Deutsch orch, Mildred 
Craig, Johnny Barnes, Merry Macs, 
Bob Richards; ‘Union Pacific’ (Par). 


Somewhat shortened to allow for 
the extra-length ‘Union Pacific’ fea- 
ture picture, stage show at the Para- 


mount is reasonably entertaining, 
with a couple of genuine standouts. 
Runs approximately 40 minutes, with 
the Merry Macs, swing vocal four- 
some, and Johnny Barnes, tapster, 
getting major attention. 

It’s a holdover for the Merry Macs 
and Johnny Barnes who played the 
house with Richard Himber’s band 
prior to Deutsch. Macs do four num- 
bers and build increasing audience 
attention for a solid finish. Barnes 
scores with nine minutes of virtuoso 
hoofing. As has been mentioned, his 
style is distinctly reminiscent of Bill 
Robinson, but he has a distinct per- 
sonal magnetism and a keen sense of 
showmanship. 

Emery Deutsch’s music is a curi- 
ous blend of jazz and pop classics. 
Maestro plays the violin and fea- 
tures himself throughout. Builds 
most of the arrangements around his 
own fiddling, but doesn’t get as 
much out of the music as he might 
if he varied the style of arrange- 
men’s and orchestrations more. Still, 
he does fairly well, considering the 
size of the crew (13 men, including 
himself,) and the slow, semi-concert 
stuff he plays. However, it’s neither 
swing nor ambitious orchestrations 
in the Whiteman-Kostelanetz man- 
ner, but a combination that lacks the 
attention-pull of either. His m.c.ing 
is well handled, being simpl~, direct 
and dignified. 

Mildred Craig, vocalist of the out- 
fit, gets the stage for one turn, in 
which she offers three numbers, ‘If 
I Didn’t Care for You,’ ‘I Cried for 
You’ and ‘Tain’t What You Do.’ 
She’s distinctly a looker, with a 
graceful carriage and tasteful dress. 
Also has captivating animation, but 
tends to become monotonous by re- 
peating the same mannerisms. Voice 
is okay and she sells a song satisfac- 
torily, but she suffers from that per- 
ennial fault of band vocalists—lack 
of versatility. After awhile all her 
numbers begin to sound alike. Should 
select her tunes for contrasts and ex- 
pression of different moods. It’s just 
the difference between a band vocal- 
ist and a name singer. But with 
shrewd development, she has possi- 
bilities. 

Bob Richards, one of the band 
members, also is spotted for a vocal 
in front of the band. Does a topical, 
but not particularly interesting com- 
position by Deutsch, ‘Beautiful Dan- 
ube, No Wonder You’re Blue.’ Then 
winds up the show with an unabashed 
flag-waver, Irving Berlin’s ‘God Bless 
America,’ with the U. S. flag flashed 
on the screen for the finale. It got 
solid applause from an otherwise 
apathetic house. Hobe. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Emmett Mathews orch (14), Willie 
Bryant, Pigmeat, Jimmie Baskette, 
Margo, Ted Allen, Three Bluejack- 
ets, Vivign Harris, Dolores Brown, 
Lillian ~ Spray, Harperettes (16) 
(line); ‘Convict’s Code’ (Mono). 














This can’t be rated a name-draw 
show, particularly after Chick 
Webb’s crew here last week, but it 
has the wherewithal for Appolo reg- 
ulars. Willie Bryant, who formerly 
had his own orchestra, and is more 
recently out of ‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ 
which closed two weeks ago at the 
Empire, N. Y., holds this production 
together while show generally has 
many bellylaughs. 

Emmett Mathews, who played 
saxophone in the house band at the 
Lafayette, also in Harlem, in that 
theatre’s stage hey-day, «nd has been 
with Fats Waller’s crew and other 
outfits, is leading a slick outfit here 
of 13 musicians who back up his 
warbling and saxophone soloing. 

Opening with ‘Keep on Smiling,’ 
theme number, following a flowery 
intro by Bryant, okay selections are 
trimly handled. First few tunes, 
however, were too heavy on the 
brass when caught. The crew later 
had smooth sailing, aided by 
Mathews’ personable salesmanship. 

Organization has a smooth ivory 
manipulator, who gets his break in 
the ‘Blue Skies’ number, evenly bal- 
anced brass and reed sections and an 
excellent trombone soloist. Singing 
accompaniment by band members 
also is evenly handled and might 
well be developed further. ‘Don’t 
Worry About Me’ gives Mathews a 
chance to warble and solo on the 
sax. ‘When My Dream Boat Comes 
Home’ is closing tune for the orches- 
tra outside the show’s blowoff num- 
ber. Mathews would do weli to 
curb his warbling; not that he can’t 
sing—just too much. Lillian Spray, 
amateur winner here, appears during 
the band’s turn, doing nicely with ‘If 
I Didn't Care’ and ‘Heaven Can Wait’ 
songs. . 

Bryant tips off how he’s going to 
dominate the show when he makes 
something of a bathing beauty con- 
test opener, which is really ordinary 
stuff made clicko solely on Bryant’s 
merits. Same is true of a ‘Mamba’s 
Daughters’ episode, which follows 
some torrid bumps by the Har- 
perettes. Bunch here ate itup. — 

Three Bluejackets do satisfactorily 
with their tap session. Dolores 
Brown is okay with her ‘Tormented 





song but is more effectual with the 
crooning in the ‘Mamba’ scene. 
Margo, who scores with an opening 
solo dance, returns later for some 
fast toe stepping. 

Pigmeat and Jimmie Baskette get 
some chuckles with three familiar 
burley comic routines. More effec- 
tive is the session of this pair with 
Bryant and Vivian Harris. Vene~able 
‘three lovers making love to the 
same girl’ bit employed for a clean 


p. 
Harperettes, the house line, show 
improvement over recent weeks. 
Wear. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Ina Ray Hutton orch (16), Nathane 
Bros. (2), Jean Kirk & Claytons (3), 
Bob Hall, Carroll & Howe; ‘My 
Wife’s Relatives’ (Rep). 








This is the last flesh layout for the 
Flatbush until the latter part of 
August when the operators, the 
Brandts, plan to add several other of 
their N. Y. houses to a combo policy, 
forming a small circuit. 

Patronage of the Flatbush is ap- 
parently easy to satisfy, something 
that’s noticeable in most N. Y. neigh- 
gorhood houses. Current show is an 
example. 

The entire bill is only mediocre, 
but when caught Friday night a 
well-filled house almost lifted the 
roof cheering the turns. 

Miss Hutton’s melodears, as she 
bills her all-girl crew, open the 
show with a number having em- 
phasis on the brass; they play 
comparatively few straight band 
numbers. Outfit is badly set up, a 
mike placed in front of the sax sec- 
tion throwing the outfit off balance 
on the p.a. system. Beyond that it’s 
a moderately good aggregation, the 
brass showing up well occasionally, 
and several soloists deservedly spot- 
lighted. 

Nathane Bros. tee off the support- 
ing list. Their forte is drawing 
tunes from a guitar and violin dur- 
ing acro routines and for the finale 
they do acros without the instru- 
ments. Execution is comical at 
times and good for laughs. High- 
light is a balance trick, head to 
head, while working the instruments. 
Jean Kirk and the Claytons tap 
their way to a neat click. Trio get 
away with unison taps and close the 
same way. In between there’s a 
solo by one of the men and a high 
kick routine by Miss Kirk. Taps are 
neatly executed. Bob Hall has the 
audience with him all the way in his 
old turn of ‘making up songs as he 
goes along.’ He’s on too long here, 
though it’s by request. Stuff gets 
monotonous after 10 minutes or so 
and he’s on more than twice that 
long. 

Carroll and Howe also go over. 
Their style is gags and a bit of terps 
along the Burns and Allen line. 
Start slowly but build to a good fin- 
ish. Most of the finale impression is 
due to the femme half’s enthusiasm. 
In between she pipes ‘I Can’t Give 
You Anything But Love’ well, fin- 
ishing with an imitation of Louis 
Armstrong’s trumpeting. 

Miss Hutton gives the customers 
something to ‘ooh’ and ‘ah’ about 
with her gown changes and style of 
batoning. Gal goes over with the 
balconyites particularly. Her pip- 
ing isn’t bad, best being near the 
close, using the oldie, ‘Rain, Rain Go 
Away,’ in swing style. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 











Boston, June 3. 
Ross Bros (2), Troy & Lynne, 
Johnny Burke, Rose’s Parisian 


Midget Follies (15); ‘Panama Patrol’ 
(GN) and ‘Racketeers of Range’ 
(RKO). 





About the least exciting show of 
the season at this house, mainly be- 
cause the Rose midget troupe takes 
up most of the time. Three acts 
give the bill a fair start, however. 

Johnny Eurke is standout in this 
half of the show, getting swell re- 
sponse to his humorous monolog 
about mishaps of a doughboy in the 
AEF. Burke has a few new gags 
since his last time around and the 
laughs come frequently. 

Ross Bros. open with some good 
balance work and finish with flashy 
tricks on apparatus. A headstand 
slide on a roller device down an in- 
cline is good and walking up and 
down a set of stairs with hand- 
stands lands applause. Troy and 
Lynne are accomplished soft shoe 
dancers. Their best bet is a satirical 
jitter finale. 

Rose’s midget revue closes. Troupe 
is way below standards of this 
house. On full stage these tiny peo- 
ple are completely lost, to begin 
with, and another staging fluke is in 
putting the house band in the pit 
this week and leaving onstage the 
corny five-piece outfit that appar- 
ently travels with the unit. 

Much emphasis is laid on Vance 
Swift, a 30-inch lad, whose stature 
is startling, but whose talents are 
weak. He's worked into a hillbilly 
trio number, a burley fan dance and 
also has a solo spot, with a colored 
stooge, Hollis Edwards, in a magic 
trick. 

Edwards is the best hoofer in the 
gang, and deservedly has a solo tap 
spot, later showing up well in a 
cakewalk with Esther Howard. 
Samuel Eskenas is an adequate high- 

itched vocalist and Mary Ellen Bur- 

ack does a fair impersonation of 
Mae West. Foz. 








VARIETY 37 


Ss 
STRAND, N. Y. 


Pancho’s orch, Mario & Floria, 
Billy Rayes, Mixtica Trio, Volera 
Doreta & Tereseta, Lolita Cordoba; 
‘Juarez’ (W8). 














It’s Hispanic all the way here this 
week with ‘Juarez’ on the screen and 
the Pancho orchestra, plus Latin 


acts, on the stage. Due to the length 
of the feature, 135 minutes, the in- 
person element is held down to 35 
minutes, with house doing five shows 
a day by squeezing, 

Pancho himself is doubling from 
the La Conga, Broadway night club, 
where he does two shows nightly. 

His band (13) was at the Plaza 
hotel (N. Y.) about a year ago and 
is to return there for another en- 
gagement. Outfit is billed as by 
courtesy of that hostelry. Latin in 
background and featuring rhumbas 
mostly, the Pancho organization also 
handles sweet music with fealty and 
good effect. Pancho has consider- 
able of an accent while his men are 
costumed jh character. Harry Gour- 
fain, stager here, has set the band to 
advantage, providing scenic back- 
ground that is both suitable and in 
good taste. 

Nut for the show is below that of 
most which have played the house 
since it went into its present policy 
more than six months ago, This 
suggests judicious showmanship by 
the management since conditions for 
the b.o, aren’t so hot on Broadway 
anyway. 

Spanish-type acts with Pancho are 
Lolita Cordoba, song soloist; the 
Mixtica Trio of comedy dancers; 
Mario and Floria, ballroom team 
formerly at the Sert Room in the 
Waldorf hotel (N. Y.), and Volera, 
Doreta and Tereseta castinet danc- 
ers. In addition, for a little relief, 
the house booked in Billy Rayes 
(New Acts), a juggler who can get 
along in most company. 

Miss Cordoba gets by. On early, 
she does two numbers, one of which 
is hit considerably by too many 
maracas and the like. She tops it 
with a little shagging. Mario and 
Floria are smash in two ballroom 
numbers. 

Pancho’s band stint includes a 
clever arrangement of ‘Liebestraum’ 
and another arrangement of ‘Carae 
van.’ 

Business fairly good Fridav nicht 
(2) at the first show. Char, 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, June 2. 
Dave Broudy’s orch (16), Johnny 
Perkins, Bert Wheeler with Hank 
Ladd & Francetta Malloy, Trado 
Twins, Iris Wayne, Lester Cole & 
His 6 Debutantes, Shanghai Wing 
Troupe (8); ‘Calling Dr, Kildare’ 











Opening show Friday afternoon 
(2) was a mess because everybody 
seemingly tried to see how long he 
could stay on. Ran almost 90 min- 
utes. Corrective measures were ap- 
plied immediately, however; Johnny 
Perkins, m. c., got them on and off 
faster, at the same time cutting down 
his own allotment, with second per- 
formance, cut a third, looking more 
fit. In fact, whole show resembled 
a first-class unit at the second show- 


ing. 

| ae topper is Bert Wheeler 
and although diminutive comedian 
has never been a major b. o. draw 
here in films, he’s gving the custom- 
ers their money’s worth once they’re 
inside. Wheeler’s one of the few 
Hollywood names who has outfitted 
himself with a real turn before head- 
ing into vaude. Of course, that’s ex- 
plained by his original vaude back- 
ground. Assisted by Hank Ladd. 
Francetta Malloy and an unbilled 
acro dancer who’s on briefly. Wheeler 
clicks all the way with a vigorous, 
well-tempoed quarter-hour, gener- 
ously gagged and liberally punc- 
tured with bellylaughs. Material 
is surefire, the assistants are continu- 
ously helpful and comic himself has 
an easy, engaging, offhand manner 
that has the crowd swinging with 
him at the gun. 

Perkins, a long-time fave in these 
parts, takes over at the outset with 
a flock of stories, which he could 
have slashed in half and _ thus 
doubled his effectiveness, and then 
brings on Lester Cole and his Six 
Debutantes, an attractive vocal turn, 
Septet kicks in first with medley, in- 
cluding ‘Pretty Girl Is Like A 
Melody.’ for the individual introduc- 
tion of femmes, and ‘This Can’t Be 
Love,’ moves into a symphonic tone 
poem on ‘Deep Purple’ and winds up 
after gals have changed into white, 
strapless gowns with a collection of 
‘Show Boat’ tunes. For an encore, 
they do ‘3 Little Fishies’ to ease the 
semi-classical strain. Act’s a bit too 
slow for this type of show. 

Trado Twins follow and pep things 
up with a turn of varied virtues, 
Dancing and pantomimic comedians 
should, however, have cooked up at 
least one new trick before coming 
back so soon: it’s the same turn to 
the last fleeting word and gesture 
they did here less than year ago, 
Perkins himself fills the next spot, 
batoning Broudy’s crew through 
‘Margie’ and ‘Some of These Days’ 
and then putting across a corny 
ballad of yesteryear called ‘Drug 

(Continued on page 39) 
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VARIETY 











Variety Bills | 


| Esther Shaw 





NEXT WEEK (June 9) 
THIS WEEK (June 2) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


| 














Loew 





NEW YORK CITY | 
State (8) 
Dinty Doyle 
F & J Hubert 
Minnevitch Rascals | 
Allen & Kent 
Nelson Novelettes 
Buddy Clarl 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (9) 
Johnny Perkins 





12 Aristocrats | 
Marion Talley 
Slate Bros 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (9) | 
20 Rhythm Rockets 
ivelyn Tynar | 
Stone & Lee | 
Arthur Trea 
Dorn Bros & 
Jack La Vier 
Enters & Borgia 


her } 
Mary | 





Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (7) 
Harry James Bd 


Jane Froman 
Chesterflelds 
Stapletons 


CHICAGO 

Chieago (9) 
Moore & Revel 
Pichianna Tr 
Guy Robertson 
Tommy Riggs 





RKO 





cITY 
(8) 


NEW YORK 
Musie Hall 
Anthutina 
Nicholas Daks 
Jan Pierce 
Joyce Cole 
Margaret Sande 
George Bockman 
Corp de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Glee Club 
Erno Rapee Symph 


BOSTON 
RKO Keith (9-11) 
Jim Wong Tr 
Cappy Barra Ens 
Sid Marion 
J Harold 





Murray 


DeVal Merle & Dee 
(1- 
Ross Bros 
Troy & Lynn 
Johnny Burke 
Ike Ruose’s Midgets 
CHICAGO 
Palace (9) 
6 Grays 
Vie Hyde 
Orson Welles Co 
Arren & Broderick 
Variety Gambols 
( 


Honey Family 

JI & G D’'Ormonde 
Evans & Mayer 
Rio Bros 
Harrison & Fisher 








Warner 





YORK CITY 
Strand (9) 
Pancho & Orc 
Biliy Rayes 
Marion & Floria 
Lolita Cordoba 
Mextico 3 
Boltlero & Dorita 
Teresa Osta 
Caridad Gardia 
Esperanza Iris 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox ( 
Johnny Davis Orc 
2) 


NEW 


Gae Foster Gls 

Cass Daley 

Chaney & Fox 

3 Wiere Bros 

Cappy Barra Fns 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (9) 





Johnny Perkins 


12 Aristocrats 
Marion Talley 
Slate Bros 
Titan 3 
(2) 
Jonnny Perkins 
Zert Wheelcr 
Iris Wayne 
Tra-io 2 
Shanghai Wing Tr 
Lester Cole Debut 
WASHINGTON 
Karle (9) 
16 Gae Foster Gls 
Barr & Estes 
Glenn Pope 
The Virginians 
(2) 


Bert Granoft 

R & V Pickert 
ifector 

The Virginians 

16 Gae Foster Gla 








World’s Fair 








NEW YORK 
Aquacade 


Eleanor Holm 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Morton Downey 
Gertrude Ederle 
Frances Williams 
Marshall Wayne 
Stubby Krueger 
F Waring Glee Club 
Corky Kellum 
Willie, West & M 
Pete Desjardins 

Crystal Palace 
Rosita Royce 
Wilma Josie 
Arthur Elmer 

Merrie Eng'and 
Ving Merlin Orc 
Dagenham Pipers 
Albertina Rasch Co 
Kings Horses 
Russell Bradshaw 
Louis Topps Co 
Harry Fetterer 

Old New York 
Marion Eddy 
Ann Pennington 
Amy Revere 
Marion Weeks 


Jean Bedini 
Harry Spear 
Fred Ardath 
Jack Conway 
Ralph Delno 
Jack Howard 
Sam Kramer 
Jack Goldie 
Harry Pollard 
Hans Schweng 
Chester Hale Gls 
6 Tiny Rosebuds 


4 Gordens 


WILLOW GROVE 








Tollefsen 
Marian Pola 
Jean & Trixie 
Premier 
Galvan 
Will Carr Co 
Bway Boys & B 
GREENWICH 
Granada 
Jewell & Warriss 
Tollefsen 
Marian Pola 
Jean & Trixie 
HAMMERSMITH 
Gaumont 
O’Gorman Bros 


Don 





Lynn Russell 
Jack Palazzo 
Syd Seeley 


Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Orc 


Hotel Lincoln 
Jan Savitt Orc 


| Milt Herth 3 


Hotel McAlpia 


J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D'Arcy 


Hotel New Yorker 


Jan Garber Orc 
Jane Claire 

Vera Hruba 
Nathan Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Douglas Duffy 
May Judels 

Du Reine Farley 
Ronny Roberts 
Ross MacLean 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Larry 


Clinton Ore 


| Enrica & Novello 








fetter & Day Willow Grove Park 
PITMAN (11 enly) j 
} Broadway (10 only) | Toy & Wing 
Gates & Claire Moss & Ferris 
Belett & English B! Fortunello & C | 
Shanghai Wing Tr} LaVere & Ware | 
One to fill ' Mae Wynn & Z Co 
| 
| 
London | 
: =" } 
Week of June 5 
Dominion Chevalier Bros 
Zadminton Players tenara 
og ISLINGTON 
aces & Ne Blue Hall 
CAMDEN = Los Terrianos 
Gatmon Young Madrigal 
Simpson Co oD ; 
Vardel 4 LEWISHAM 
CLAPHAM Gaumont 
Granada Georgie Wood Co 
Len Cortez Co Dorothy Gray Co 
EAST HAM Mario Lorenzi 
Granada Verek & Moir 
Jewell & Warriss SHEPH’'DS BUSH 


Pavilion 
J Maskelyne Co 
Chevalier Bros 
Renara 
STRATFORD 


Broadway 
Don Galvan 
Will Carr Co 
Bway Boys & B 
TCOTING 
Granada 
Leon Cortez Co 
WOOLWICH 1 
Granada | 
Bryan Michie Co | 





Provincial 





Week of 


DUNDEE 
Palace 
Cable & Carr 
Brodie & Steel 
Kathleen Stanley 
Foster & Clarke 
Six Tiller Gls 

P & J Desmond 
Pep Seymour Orc 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 
Jimmy O'Dea 
Harry O'Donovan 
Emerald Gls 
Lalla Dodd 

Jim Johnson 
Jack Maguire 
Tem Dunne 





June 5 


Bernard Hayden 
Josie Davy 

May Tipple 
Michael Ryan 
Jimmy Wildman 


GLASGOW 
Pavilion 


Tommy Morgan 
Tommy Yorke 
5 Sherry Bros 
Ina Harris 
Jack Beattie 
Joe Nicholl 
Lucy Loupe 
Lillian Gaye 
Morganettes 
Herbert Cave 








Cabaret Bills 








Armando’s 


Buddy Clarke 
Sigrid Lassen 


Barney Gallant’s 
Red Ringo 

Steve Harris 
Mitzi O'Neill 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd 
Linda March 
Lynn & Marion 
Bill's Gay 90's 
Florence Wyman 
Stuart Young 
William & Lorraine 
Bernard Grauer 
Charles Strickland 
Spike Harrison 
Harry Donnelly 
Harold Willard 


Ore 








Cavaleade of 
Centaurs 

B A Rolfe Ore 
Steve Clemento Co 
Col Zack Miller Co 
Capt Wm Sterling 
Dave & Dolores N 
Bud Reagan 
Horace Lewis 
Howard Cragg 
Geo Gates 
The Gonzalez 
Rilly Keen 
Ralph Clark 
SG & Valeria S 
Anne Wilson 
Art Boden 
Tommy Privett 
Basil Stadnick 











Independent 





YORK CITY 
Roxy (9) 
Svlvia Manon Co 
Winfield & Ford 
Javelys 
Jack Powell 
ATLANTIC CITy 
Steel Pier (11 only) 
Belett & English B 
(Others to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (9-10) 
Morgan & Randall 
R & E English 
Midshipmen 
(One to fill) 
Woodside Park 
(11 only) 
Midshipmen 
(Others to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (9) 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Harriett Hilliard 
Betty Lou 
Rosanne Stevens 
Ross Wyse Jr 
State (8-8-10) 
Moss & Ferris 
LaVere & H Ware 
Mae Wynn & Z Co 


NEW 











(11-14) 
J Kirk & Claytons 
Harry Holmes Co 
Shanghai Wing Tr 


LANCASTER 
Colonial (10 only) 
Toy & Wing 
Fortunello & C 
Harry Holmes Co 
Kinley & Grant R 

INDIANAPOLIS 

Lyrie (9) 

A Robins 

4 O'Cennors 
Ward & Milford 
Judy Talbot 
Zavetta Tr 

12 Bora Gis 


(2) 
Rufe Davis 
J & P Michon 


Hudson Wonders 

York & Tracy 

P & P Selandia 

Arn Braador. 
MILWAUKEE 
Riverside (2) 

lizzie Lish 

St Claire & O'Day 

Jchnuy Bryant 





Chateau Moderne 

Paul Bass Ore 

Jill Roy 

Gabriel 

Lynn Russell 

Marion Farrar 

George Rixon 
Club 18 


Jack White 

Pat Harrington 
Jerry Kruger 
Jane Reynolds 
Judy Rudie 
Wilma Novak 
Frankie Hyers 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 


Club Gaucho 


Consuelo Solorzano 
Maria Del Rosario 
Maria Del Carmen 
Los Trobadores 
Juan Makula Ore 
Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Bill Robinson 
Sister Tharpe 
Tanya 
Katherine Perry 
Beachcombers 
ylenn & Jenkins 
Ruby Hill 
Son & Sonny 
Myra Johnson 
Vodery Choir 
Cuban Casino 
Aug Sanabrio Ore 
Quart Marcano Orc 
Consuelo Moreno 
DeLimas 
Nedra Madera 
Raquel Abella 
Diamond Horseshoe 


Noble Sissle Ore 
Don McGrane Ore 
Fritzi Scheff 
Buddy Doyle 
Margot Brander 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe Howard 
Ciyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Lucille Johnson 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 





NEW YORK CITY 


Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 


El Chico 


Teresita Osta 
Herminio Gimenez 
Maria Luisa Lopez 
Julian Huarte Orc 
El Morocco 
Val Ernie Ore 
DeVera Rh’'mba Bad 
Famous Door 
Louts Prima Ore 
Johnny & George 


Glen Island Casino 
Glen Miller Orc 
Tex Beneke 
Marion Hutton 
Ray Eberle 


Havana-Madrid 
Rosita Ortega 
Tapia 
Rene & Stella 
Patricia & Cesar 
Rosita Rios 


Hickory House 


Joe Marsala Ore 
3 Marshalls 


Hotel Ambassador 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
William Adler 
James Lozipo 
Milton Saunders 


Hotel Astor Roof 

Rudy Vallee Orc 

Lola London 

tinger Manners 

Bob Neller 

Frank Cook 

Hi'tel Belmont-Plaza 

Ernie Holst Ore 

3 Smoothies 

Joan Merrill 

Belmont Balladee-s 

Adrian Rollini 3 
Hotel Biltmore 


Horace Heidt Ore 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Larry Cotton 
Bob McCoy 
Fred Lowery 
Henry Russell 
Red Ferrington 
4 Heidt-Lights 
Hotel Commodore 
Paul Tisen Orc 
Hotel Edison 
Blue Barron Orc 
3 Blue Notes 
Ernie Straub 
Russ Carlyle 
Ronnie Snyder 
Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on the P’k) 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
3 Barons 
Arthur Murray 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 


Eddy Mayehoff Ore 
Betty Gale 


Hotel Half Moon 


(Coney Island) 
Harry Rogers Ore 


Duran 
Hotel Park Lane 
Freddie Ore 
Bob Lido 
Al Harris 
Hotel Peunsyivania 
Tommy Dorsey 
Jack Leonard 
Edythe Wright 
Skeets Herfurt 
3 Esquires 
Hotel Pierre 
E Madriguera Orc 
P & G Hartman 
Skylarks 
Hotel Plaza 


Jack Marshard 
Mary Jane 


iMlary 


Starr 


Ore 
Walsh 





Orc | 





La Marquise 
Bill Palermo Ore 
Gloria Whitney 
Harold Leonard 
Frances Connelly 
Nino Nonno 
Elena MeCoy 
Wenda Nolen 


Larue 


Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 


Le Coq Rouge 
Lady Strickland 
Geo Sterney Orc 
Anne Francine 
Tisdale 3 


Le Ruban Bleu 


Herbert Jacoby 
Hope Emerson 
Marie Eve 


Elsie Houston 
Greta Keller 
Graziella Parraga 
George Lloyd 


Leon & Eddie’s 


Lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Iris Adrian 
Ting Pin 
Roval Whirlwinds 
Rica Martin 

Lucky Sis 

2 High Spots 
Susan & Christine 
Jerri Withee 
James Keogan 

Ann Bronte 

Wally Wanger 6 
Loek & Key Club 
Reed Lawton 
Mabel Scott 
N.T.G.’s Midu’t Sun 
Buddy Wagner Orc 
Dorothy James 
Dinora 


Sou 

















JUST FINISHED 
Five Weeks with 
WAYNE KING UNIT 


LYNN ROYCE 
and VANYA 


at Present Playing 
CHICAGO, CHICAGO 


VIA 


MARK J. LEDDY 














Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Orc 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Orc 
Dwight Fiske 
Hotel St. George 
Bermuda Terrace 
Dave Martin Ore 
Dee William 


Hotel St. Moritz 
Jack Sherr Orc 


(Sky Gardens) 
Basil Fomeen Orc 
Collett & Barry 
Yvonne Bouvier 


Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Reom) 
Dorothy Lewis 
M & M Simpson 
Sam Jarvis 

Erle Reiter 

Chas Baum Orc 


(Viennese Roof) 


Mary Parker 
Billy Daniels 
Nora Gale 
Harold Richards 
Joe Rines Ore 


Hotel Taft 


Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 


Hotel Walidorf- 


Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Eddie Duchin Orc 
Durelle Alexander 
Beauvel & Tova 
(Sert Room) 
Xavier Cugat Orc 
Georges & Jalna 
George Shelley 


Hotel Warwick 


3 Marshalls 
Paul Sparr Ore 


Hotel White 
Lou Lang Trio 
International Casino 


Geo Hale Rev 
Milton Berle 
Harry Richman 
Allen Roth Ore 
Ranny Weeks Orc 
Paul Ren:os Co 
Jansleys 
Arno & Arnette 
4 Feminine Notes 
Georgie Tapps 
Virginia Verrill 
Diosa Costello Ore 
K Parsons-A Sweet 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Joe Capello Orc 
Inga Borg 
Gladys Faye 
Princess Aloma 
Mary Lane 
Tanya 
Lee Leslie 
Carter & Schaub 
Terry Shannon 
Peggy de la Plante 
Montmartre Boys 
Danny Higgins 
Sid Hawkins 
Vaugh Comfort 
Gonz'les & Christine 
John Rockwood 
Gene Walters 


Kit Kat Club 


Ray Durant Ore 
Dorothy Saulters 
Lorenzo Roberson 
Teddy Hale 
Velma Middleton 
Dotty Rhodes 
Connie Harris 
Hotcha Drew 
Etsy Cooper 
Conway & Parks 


La Conga 


Tito Coral 
Trio Mixteco 








: Terrace Trio 


Eva & Paul Reyes 
Desi Arnaz Orc 


Lee Royce 
Jeanne Walters 


Men Paris 


Charlie Murray Ore 
Mary Cohan 
Jimmy Rogers 


Monte Carlo 
Ted Straeter Ore 
Bob Knight Ore 
Dick Smart 
Elaine Bassett 
Peggy Healey 
Anita Colby 
Evelyn Kelly 
Rosanne Murray 
Onyx Club 


John Kirby Ore 
Lee Wiley 
Maxine Sullivan 


Paradise 


Richard Himber Or 
Stuart Allen 

Jack Waldron 
Janis Andre 

Gil & Mason 
Buddy & B Brunell 
Bob Parker 

Vicki Allen 

Barry McKinley 
Valya Valentinoff 
Rex Weber 


Pepper Pot 
Jce D’Andrea Ore 
Bob Matzi Ore 
Amedeo 
Al Ferguson 
Iris Raye 
Prince Singh 


Place Elegante 
Leo Lazaro Orc 
Bill Farrell 
Ben Kaufman 
Tommy Mills 
Irve Harris 
Rex Gavitte 


Plantation Club 


Chris Columbus Ore 

Barrington Guy 

Sally Gooding 

Ross Collins 

Joyce Beasley 

Rene & Estela 

Lillian Fitzgerald 

Al & Freddie 

Harris & Scott 

Rubberneck Holmes 
Queen Mary 

Corlies & Palmer 

Elaine Spencer 

Roberta Welch 

Katherine Tate 

Radio Frank’s Club 

Dorothy Whitney 

Fred Whitney 

Fred Bishop 

Ethel Gilbert 

Gus Wicke 

Joe Gallagher 


Rainbow Grill 


Barry Winton Ore 
Marlynn & Michael 


Rainbow Room 
Al Donahue Orc 
Wilma Cox 
Jack Cole Co 
Nita Carol 
Eddie Le Baron Ore 


Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe E Lewis 
Faith Bacon 
Raye & Naldi 
Frazee Sisters 
Frank Paris 
6 Jitterbugs 


Russian Kretchma 
Nadia Mirova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Michel Michon 


Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 


Walter Powell Orc 





Eddie Miller 
Fred Jagels 











Wednesday, June 7, 1939 








Jack & Jean 
(Bermuda Koom) 
Walter Powell Ore 

Jean Burton 
Marion Joyce 
Martha Wrenshall 
Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Lopez Orc 
Tony’s 
Spivy 
Francis Schulman 
Jack Bland 
James Douglas 
Tony Soma 
Versailles 
M Bergere Orc 
Martha Burnett 
Gloria Grant 
Giovanni 
Panchite Ore 
Village Barn 
Howard Woods Ore 
Gwen Williams 


LOS ANGELES 


Biltmore Bowl 
Hacker & Sidell 


Woody Wilson 
Jeanne Darrell 
Earle, Fortune & P 


Cantu 
Pinky Tomlin Ore 


Cafe Caliente 
Chuy & Mario 
Diana Castillo 
Julio Cervantes 
Luz Vasquez 
Pancho 
Eddie Aguilar Ore 

Cafe La Maze 
Park Avenue Boys 
Paul Winchell 
Matty Malneck Ore 

Club Bali 
George Yount 
Bruz Fletcher 

Club Versailles 
Jerry Lester 
Walton & O'Rourke 


| June Sillman 


Leonard Keller Ore 
Coeoanut Grove 

Coleman Clark 

Veloz & Yolanda 

Anson Weeks Ore 

Karl Carroll 

Ken Stevens 

3 Lovely Sis 

W & E Howard 


| Nirska 





I 


Three Swifts 
Johnny Woods 
Four Hot Shots 
Lela Moore 


| Susan Miller 


Beryl Wallace 
Reginald Craig 
Igor & Tanya 
Archie Bleyer Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Bill Roberts Orc 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Grace Hayes 

Lind Hayes 

Joe Frisco 

Charlie Foy 

Nick Cochran Orc 
Hawaiian Paradise 


Mabel Kealoha 
Eddie Valencia Ore 

Indigo Cafe 
Sid Brown 
Jimmy Ellard 
Jack Frost 
Val Harris 

La Conga 
Pepe Romero 
Anita Estalita 
Lolita & Monita 
The Theodores 
Chavez Orc 

Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Grace Palmer 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 

H McCreery Ore 

Betty Bryant 

Don & Audrey LeM 


(The Buttery) 
Cleo Brown 
LeMaire Rhumba O 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Virginia Gibson 
Gloria Lee 
Hadley Gls 

Bob Belmont 
Pauline Swann 
Betty Grey 
Herby Walsh 
Red Fields 
Patricia Long 
Phil Levant Ore 


Blackhawk 
Jack Teagarden Or 
Don Pedro Ore 
Linda Keene 
Bill Lockman 
Maxine & Clayton 
Eddie Barron 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Salinese Km) 


Jean Loach 
Crusader Ore 


Blue Goose 


Evelyn Waters 

Al Lane 

Melody King 

Buck Hunt 

4 Hits & a Miss 
Bon Air 

Tony Martin 

Freddy Martin Orc 

Walter Dare Wahl 

Lee Sullivan 

Georges & Jalna 

Eunice Healy 

Rose Girls 


Brevoort Hote} 
(Crystal Room) 


Florence Schubert 
Charlies Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 
Broadmont 

Herb Rudolph Ore 
Tony Gray 
Sandy Creighton 
Martell & Dain 
Cowans 
Betty Storey 
Ruth Phillips 
Ralph Hovey 

Chez Buckley 
Dick Buckley 
Maritta Ryan 
Olga Anton 
Sam Bari 
Ralph Lindgren Or 


Chez Paree 


Lupe Velez 
Harriett Hoctor 
Betty Hutton 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Romo Vincent 





Lou Valero 
Walter Donahue 
Billy Burns Co 


Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Orc 
Paloma 
Irene Stanley 
Patricia March 
G & C Herbert 
Russel! Dracken 
Nora Williams 
Great Calvert 
Carlisle Sis 


Vacht Club 


Al Shayne 
Playboys 





Yvonne 

Omar 

Phyllis Colt 
Gilrone & Starr 
Tom Christian Ore 





| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


Little Hungary 
| Valesco Co j 
| 
Marcel’s | 
Helen Morgan 
Darryl Harper 
Neville Fleeson’s 
Mandelay 
June Kilgour 
Joe Ortiz 
Jimmy Kerr Orc 
Palomar 
Lionel Kaye 
Paul Gordon 
The Keen Twins 
Carl & Marjorie 
Artie Shaw Orc 
Paris Inn 


Dominic 
Shriner Twins & M| 
The Costellos | 
Marg'rite & M'rtinez 
Ken Henryson 

Eric Massey 

Henry Monet 

Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Phil Selznick’s ‘It’ 


Mauri Vaughn 
Alicia Graye 
Bill Lankin 
Lucille Young 
Wally Burke 
Seven Seas 


Danny Kaanna 
Hawk Shaw 
Mel Peterson 
Lillian Gibson 
Ai McIntyre 
E Bush Quartette 
Slapsy Maxie’s 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Joe Plotski 
Andy Sorrelli 
Cully Richards 
Al Norman 
Moore & Lewis 
Rita Carrol 
Tommy Reilly Orc 
Somerset House 
Jack Owens 
Johnny Lang 
Kay Gregory 
Harry Ringland 
Tommy Blake Orc 
Swannee Inn 
Cliff Richie Jr. 
Juanelda Carter 
Eddie Beal 
Topsy’s 
Toni La Rue 
Gilbert & Howe 
Jennings & Murray 
Billy McDonald Ore 
Trocadero 
Emil Coleman Orc 
Tito Swingtette 
Ed South Ore 
Victor Huge 
Carmine 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 


Orc } 





Sterner Sis 
Don Orlando Ore 
Bvans Adorablias 


Club Alabam 
Ann Suter 
Sadie Moore 
Jack Irving 
Paulette LaPierre 
Allen Cole 
EMe Burton 
Bernie Adler 
Dorothy Dale 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Colony Club 
John Hoysradt 


Jose Manzanares (r 
Lew Fidler Orc 


Colosimos 
Willie Shore 
Armida 
Bogash & Bardine 
Lee Mason 
Frank Quatrell Ore 
Pronaph Gis 


Club Delisa 
Sam Robinson 
Mary Dixon 
Howard & Carita 
Patsy Styles 
Glenn Thomas 
Billy Eckstein 
Chippie Hill 
Rhythm Willie 
Charles Isom 
Partello Gis 
Red Saunders Ore 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Johnny Banga Orc 
(Peacock Rm) 

Joe Vera 
(Pompeiian Km) 
Irving Margraft 
Del-Shore 
Geo Hamilton Ore 
Dolores Marcus 
Don Julian 
Margery 
Del-Shore Gls 


Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 
Phil Spitalny Ore 
Rochelle & Lolo 
Maxine 


Ginger Harmon 


Dutch’s 
Ralph Cook 
Dolly Doline 
Dot Henry 
Louise Shannon 
Knowlan Orc 


Edgewater Beach 


ote 
(Marine Room) 
Lawrence Welk 
Lathrop Bros 
Virginia Lee 
Westernaires 
Betty Benson 


Or 








Kirby Brooks 
Marine 4 


| Joan 


Keith Beecher Ore 
Paul Rosini 
Belva White 
Famous Door 
Esther Whittington 
Bryan Wolf 
Terry O'Toole 
Al Robinson Orc 
Franke’s Casino 
Dave Malcoim 
Marion [Ferd 
Easter & Hazelton 
Billie Rogers 
Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Ellsworth 
Bob Tinsley Orc 
Golden Spot 
Sid Schapps 
Charlene Baker 
Hal Barber 
Irene Fortes 
Lea Andrea 
Chester LeRoy Ore 
Grand Terrace 


| Tondelaya & Lopez 


Rhythm Pals 

Ted Smith 

Gladys Madden 
Dot Adams 

Buck & Bubbles 
Geo D Washington 
Jean Starr 

Earl Hines Orc 
Dusty Fletcher 
Leonard Reed Gis 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Toasty Pall Ore 
Carl Bock 
Nonnie Morrison 
Woody La Rush 
Lorraine Voss 


Hickory Inn 

Dare 

& Eddie 

Tom Garvey 

Gondoliers Ore 
Hi Hat 


Sid Tomach 

Reis Bro 

Marion & Denis 

Jeun fargent 

Kretlow Gls 

Sid Lang Ore 
Ivanhoe 

Dolores Donar 

Eddie Rice 

Kay Becker 

Vera Garrett 

Don Chiesta Ore 
L’Aiglon 

Mary W Kilpatrick 

Eusebio Concialdi 

Spyros Stamos 

Don Quixote Orc 

Ennio Bolognini Or 

Hotel La Salle 
{Blue Front Koom) 


Buddy Fisher Orc 
Dorothy Convers 
Liberty Inn 
Pinky Tracy 
Toni Jene 
Margie Marshall 
Dorice Waters 
Billy Hill 
Rita Manning 
Jimmie O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Ore 
Limehouse 
Bob Tank Ore 
Millstone 
Ann Millstone 
Flo Whitman 
Ga:e Lawrence 
Betty Marris 
Della Bartell 
Jack Roland Ore 
Nyra Lou 
Muriel Joseph 
Sissie Robbins 
Patsy Du Brae 
Sharone 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 


House) 

Manfred Gotthelf 

Nappo Gardens 
Dolores Dawn 
The Selbys 
Millicent DeWitt 
Boots Brae 
June St “laire 
Stan Ritoff Ore 


Old Heidelberg 


Old Heldelberg Co 
Octet 

Robert Kessler 
Franz & Fritz 
Swiss Hill Billies 
Raoul Kantrow 
Herbie Ore 


Palmer House 

(Empire Room) 
Glen Gray Ore 
Milton Douglas 
Gil Lamb 
Staples & Cerny 
Kertuey & Burke 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 


Kay 


——=—= 
Freda Sullivan Harriet Smith Gis Sherman A 
Polly Jenkins Ce Herb Foote (Celti 

Noll & Nolan 885 Club ic Cafe) 


Gene Kerwin Ore 
Sis 

(Dome) 

James Hamilton 

Empire Boys 

— Niles 

ack & Jill War 

Jerry Glidden as 


(Panther Room) 
Count Basie Oo 
Helen Humes Ky 
James Rushing 
Muggsy Spanier Or 
8 Jitterbugs 
Carl Marx 


Silver Cloud 


Helen DuWayne 
Eleanor Daniels 


Jaros 


Jay Gilbert 
Louise Linda 
Marco & Virginia 
Frances Kay 


Hazel Zalus 
Nord Richardson 
Johnny McFal) Ore 


Silver Frolics 
Harry Harris 
Elaine Rabey 
Tony & Gene 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 


606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Sunny Carter 
Connie Fasesaw 
Dolores Green 
Jane Dare 
Don & Betty Lynne 
Dagmar 
Carol 
Boots Burns 
Boo LaVon 
Marg Faber Gis 
Joel & Annette 
Inez Scott 
Jessie Rosella 
Dolly Sterling 
Patricia Perry 
Carmen 
Sol Lake 
Tripoli 3 


Sky Rocket 
Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Bob Hannon Ore 
Danny Drayson 
Jack Gwynne Co 


Ore 


Stratosphere Club 


Princes Red Rock 
Frank Barbor 


Subway 


Ginger Dix 
Gladys George 
Gypsy Zena 
Mary Lou 
Frances Thomas 
Billy Kent 
Henry Sax Ore 


Thompsor’s 16 Club 


Ray Reynolds 
Ruth & Buddy 
Evelyn Lee 

Lolita Roche 
Alice Hansen 
Patsy Thomas 
Marsh McCurdy 
Sammy Frisco Ore 


Three Deuces 


Baby Dodds 
Charles McBride 
Julia Lee 
Lonnie Johnson 
(Off Beat Room) 
Anita O'Day 
Lennie Esterdall 
Jimmy McPartland 


Tower Inn 


Sam Haas 
Inez Gonan 
Mary Grant 
Brucette Gls 
Wayne Bros 
3 Hawaiians 
Frank Davis Ore 
Town Club 
May de Fill 
Milton Wolf 
Don Carini 
Neomt 
Georgina Ray 
Byron & Willis 
Bob White 
Roma Noble 
Joe Nitti Ore 
Villa Moderne 
Carlos Molinas Ore 
Lucia Garcia 
Winona Gardens 
Lee Harmon 
Pat Allen 
Virginia Gilbert 
Lucille Johnson 
Frances West 
Nita La Tour 





Hazel Gregg 
Frank Snyder Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
Helen Doyle 
Lou Foster 
Janet Conway 
Pierre & Rene 
Patricia Lord 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Main Dining R'm) 
Meyer Davis Orc 


(Burgandy Room) 
Frank Juele Ore 
A Murray Dancers 


Benny the Bum’s 
Larry Vincent 
Letty Kemble 
Emily Poe 

Harry Kahn Ore 
Kmar 


Cadillac Tavern 
Jack Newlon 
H Reynolds Ore 
Cafe Moroney 
Scarey Gavin 
Al Cubler 
Hal Pfaff Orc 
Virginia Brown 
Patricia Law 
Tessie Nelson 
Isabelle Daniels 
Virginia Gane 
Club Morocco 
Joe Armstrong 
Keller Sis 
Peggy Snields 
Mike Jaffree 
Jewell Ello 
Charlie Gains Orc 


Dude Ranch 
3etty Herd 
Buckaroos Ore 
Dutkin’s Rathskeller 
Frank Ponti 
Richard & Monette 
Marion Peters 
Dino & Lee 





Eadie Lang 
Irving Braslow Ore 
El Chico 

Kay Laverly 
Margarete Marshall 
Marion Robinson 
Jean Sheer 

Ivan Tashman Ore 


Embassy 


Al Moore Orc 
Pedre Blanco Ore 
George Clifford 
Vickie Lauren 
Muriel Daniels 
Dolores O'Neil 
Johnny Parrish 
Evergreen Casine 


Tommy Monroe 

Carlton & Juliette 

Nancy Leslie 

Paul Robinson 

Irene Hart 

Al Ethridge Orc 
1523 Club 


Swing King Orc 
Beth Challis 
Dolores Merrill 
3 Bombshells 
Beverly Fisher 
Lorene Rhoop 
Ethelind Terry 
Forty-One Club 
Bobby Dell 
Frank Moore 
Jerri Vance 
Marcelle Michaud 
Jack Rich 
Billy Brill 
Harry Bohn Ore 
Frankie Palumbo’s 
Ben Perry 
Serge Flash 
Dorothy Landy 
Suez & Mein 
Yvonettes (6) 
Bobby Morrow Ore 
Harris Tavern 


Alabama Corinne 
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Wednesday, June 7, 1939 
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— 


bby Lyons 
ate LaMarr 
Betty Thomas 
Hildebrand’s 
rlie Neid 
nay McPherson 
Raydell 
La Rue Sis 
Ginger Dunn 
Billie Richmond 
Del Le Roy 
Aliworth & Yvonne 
Mystery Dancer 
Bobby Lee Ure 
Hotel Adelptia 
(Hawaiian Roof) 
uni & Siaffiafi 
odie Valencia Ore 
Jack Lynch's 
Charlies Smith 
Vincent Risro Ore 
Barney Zeeman 
Bob Russell 
Florence & Alvarez 
Jerry Withee 
G Andre Martin 
Glamour Gls (12) 
Helene Heath 
Maclovia Ruiz 
Jimmy Blake 
Joe Frasetto Ore 
Lido Venice 
Jack Griffin 
Cavimera Gls 
Tirzah 
Gloria Sileski 
Farbara Jordan 
Theresa 
Jimmy Parker 
Frank Dumont 
Bill Plumly 
Jerry Jay Ore 
Carmen 
Little Rathskeller 


Bob Carney 
Melba 

Carney Twins 
Joan Davis 

4 Ink Spots 
Victor Hugo Ore 


Manoa Inn 


Leonard Cook 
Miss Babette 
Jack Mooseman 
Dorothy Ford 
Morton & White 
Norma Faye 
Four Blossoms 
Billy Gates Ore 


Purple Derby 


Buck Calhoun 

Andy Russell 

Ray Allen Ore 

M & B Mealey 

Anna White 

Jean O'Neill 

Retty Weeks 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 

Leo Zollo Ore 

Mildred Rogers 

Ralph Eastwood 

Rendervous 

Rita White 

Paul Rich 

Jerry Tapps 

Bob Hargrave'’s Orc 


Day Break Nelson 
Gladdis 
Harlem Dictators O 


Stamp's Cafe 
Bert Lemish Ore 
Jack Hutchinson 
Johnny Welsh 
Bubbles Stewart 
Duval Sis 
Park & Lane 
Larry Wyle 
Grace O'Hare. 


Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 
Mickey Familant QO: 

Alice Lucey 
Florodora Sextet 
Jane Patterson 
Rush Bros. 
Lillian Russo 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holz 
George Reed 
Living Statues (4) 


Sun Ray Gardens 
Peggy Frame 
Nicke Gallucci 
Dick Taylor Orc 


1300 Cafe 

Bob Frame 

Nan Roberts 
Texas Plant 
Twentieth Century 
Flash Larne 
Stylists 

Tommy Cullen Ore 


Venice Grille 
Claire Evans 
Fay Ray 
Joey Hayes Oro 
Peggy Phillips 

Viking Cafe 


Jerry Delmar Ore 
Billy Callahan 

Joe Kearns 

Peter Wells 
Romaine & C’thorne 
Rosalie 

Helen Brooks 


Wagon Wheel 
Al Wilson 
George Peber 
Bob Adams 
Johnny Trebon 
Al Bastian Ore 


Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


Ilse Hart 

Rudy Bruder 
Jules Flacco Ore 
Helen Worthington 
Ralph Corabi 

Val Mar Trio 

Joe Bonell 

Doris Bay 

Claude & Corcinne 
Sara Lee 

Oreano & Dog 
Bill Evans 

Sid Golden 

Signor Karmino 

J & T Shellenh'’mer 
Eldoradians 


Yacht Club 





Showboat Jimmy Bailey 
Edith King Kitty Helmliug Orc 
MILWAUKEE 
Athletic Club Bomhe 5) Maye 

Marty rt) 
Mal Munro Ore 
Chet & Marcia Victor 
Bert Phillip’s Log Cabin 
Pep Babler Oro Carl Bergman Ore 
Kthel Seidel Miami Club 


Gabby Rogers 
Blatz Palm Garden 


Gabby Rogers Orc 
Al Buettner Orc 
Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Orc 
Chateau Club 
Btan Jacobsen Orc 
Johnny Poat 
6 Brucettes 
B & M Gates 
Joy Kalese 
Jule Andrea 
Dorothy Dale 
Clover Club 
Harry Weber Ore 
Marge Young 
Eleanor Gail 
Jean Hurley 
Flo Radke 
Don Kranich 
Margo 
Cole Twins 
Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 
Club Madrid 
Jimmy Rotas Ore 
Jack Spangler 
Selby 2 
Janette Reid 
Millie Grosse 
Clab Milwaukean 
Otto Richter Ore 


Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Orc 
Club Terris 
Gordon Genschore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Kathleen Kaye 
Dale & Dale 
Congo Club 
Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yvonne Broadway 
Cristana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 
Cornies Ship 
Joe Voss Ore 
Bobbie Stuart 
Ralph Lewis 
Railey & Lamarr 
Bert Gilbert 
Fadya Kubikoft 


Devines Eagles 
Billy Baer Ore 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Mabel Drake 

4 Roberts Ore 
Gloria Gale 

Mamie’s Grotta 
Gus Brhley Ore 
Virg Hoffman 

Hotel Schroeder 

(Empire Room) 
Herbie Holmes Orc 
Nancy Hutson 

Karl Ratsch’s 
Sepple Boch Ore 

elene Sturn 
Walter Merhoft 

Larsen’s 
Ray Meadows Orc 

Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Orc 

en Keck 

Lindy’s 
Eddie Austin 


Eleanor Leonard 
Jayne & Daye 
Polly Walters 
Collette Garnet 
Joan Niesen 

Kay Lawrence 
Peggy Geary 
Gene Emerald 
Johnny Davis Ore 


Modernistic 


Steve Swedis Ore 
Cc Cartwright Ore 


| Correy Lynn Ore 


Oasis 


Leo Shaw Ore 
Snooks Hartman 


Old Hetdelberg 


Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Babe Collins 
Suzanne 
Claudia Ferris 
Jean Renard 
Dianne Lane 
Ria De Vere 
Peggy Hall 


Paris 


Joe Gumin Ore 
Keuny Kay 
Little Ray 
Bill Davidson 


Plantation Club 
Bert Bailey Ore 
Mary Webb 


Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 

3 Jokers 


Rendezvous 


Bob Matheson Orc 
Grace Brown 
Rendezvous 12 

La Nore Sis 

Marge O'Brien 
Helen Shower 
Evelyn Parr 

Jerry Lynn 

Billy Lamont 


Biff Blake Ore 
Vivian Hotter 
Babe Laway 

Pat Marvin 

Rose Vine 

Jean Hamilton 
Romona Brownvill 


Scaler’s 


Tony Bauer Ore 

Marie Kecky 

Jessie & Viola 

Dorothy Hamilton 

Bing Burdick 

Roma Costello 

Schwartz 

Tom Temple Ore 

Skipper Leone Orc 

Ray Wick 

Irene Griggs 

Claude Parmenter 
Six Point Club 

Casper Reda Ore 
State Gardens 

Earl Rigg Ore 

Irene Schrank 

Anita Allen 

Rose Marie 

June Herman 

| Eddie Kube 

Flo Bell 

Betty Lane 

Jean Jacques 


Strand Annex 
} Matthew Cryan 














Simeon Philipoff 
Bert Snyder 
Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple 
Tic Top Tap 
Joey Feldstein Ore 
Ken Leslie 
St Clair & Durand 
Deluhrel 
Edith Griffith 
Zita & Anis 
Billy Gray 
Jerry Bergen 
Town and Country 
Club 


Tinney Liveng’d Ore 
Larry Powell 
Cameo Gis 

Johnny Little 
Irene Burke 

Helen Savage 
Dorothy Starr 
Laureen Nevelle 
Duke Maline 


—-— 


26th & North Club 
Kay Crandell Ore 


Trocadero 


Miron Stuart Ore 
Jane Rube 

Shutta & Kent 
Dolly O'Dea 
Woodard Sis 


Wirth’s Futuristic 


Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 

Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 


Wisconsin Roof 


Frank Cooper Ore 
M Merrymaker Orc 
Nic Harper Oro 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 





Toy’s Zunker Gardens 
Case Landis Ore Lyle Stann Ore 
CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
MeNalle Sisters 
Vox Valentine 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 

Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 
Verna Burke 
Bessie Brown 
Thelma Stone 


Airway Club 


Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 
Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Triza 
Rich’d Montgomery 
Mary Dixon 
Howard & Carita 
Helen Wiles 
Chateau 
Pete Geraci Ore 
Leon LeVerdie 
Art West 
Elaine Castle 
Four Brucettes 
College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Robbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 
Freddie’s Cafe 
Tony Emma Orc 
Carmen 
Avon Sisters 
Doraine & Ellis 
Eddie Barnes 
Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti Ore 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 
Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Harold Copeland 
Walter Ashby 
Hatton’s Club 
Lenny Colyer 
Bob Armstrong 
Marsha Stone 
Ruth Parker 


Hotel Cleveland 
Gene Erwin Orc 
Walt Bergen Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Willard Potts Ore 
Bettie Allen 

Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Oro 
Babe Sherman 
James & Peltz 
Chi-Chi 

Hotel Hollenden 
Bob Millar’s Ore 
Judy Janis 
Four Bachelors 
Loyanne & Renard 
Romany Three 

Hotel Statler 
C Hoagland Ore 
Jeanne Stewart 
Dor's Eaton 
Curtis Andrews 

Jack & Eddie's 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Vic Corpora 
Lindsay's Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 

Monaco’s Cafe 


Ross Pierce Ore 
Marilyn Maynard 


Mounds Club 
Orvelle Rand Ore 


Ohio Villa 


Freddie Carlone Or 
Mickey Katz 
Three Wilds 
Paul & Petite 
Barbara Long 
Pol-Mar line 
Southern Tavern 
Ted King Ore 
Kirk Wood 

Ubangi Club 
Tommy Barnes Orc 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 
Rose Morgan 
Sonny Carr 


DETROIT 
Ambassador Northwood Inn 


Bill Tracey 
Rene 

Danny Beck 
Crandvl Sis 
Mel-Lowe Oro 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Lowry Clark Ore 


(Motor Bar) 
Vic Abbs Orc 


Chene-Trombley 
Jimmy Gargano Or 
Aimes & Vivien 
March & Play 
Dixie Dean 
Billy Meagher 


Commodore Club 
Coley & Adair 
Kurtis Marionettes 
Artist Models 
Harker Thomas O 

Club Frontenac 
Frank Gillen Ore 
Vi-Mar Duo 
Lynn Sherrill 
Gloria Miller 
Elaine Manzi 
Jay Jason 
Sweethearts (8) 

Cliff Bell's 
Kaye Andre 
Harker Thomas Orc 

Eastwood Gardens 

Bunny Berigan Or 
Imperial Club 

Boyd Senter 

Nub Brown Ore 

Jefferson Beach 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Gai Moran 
La Temple & Co 


Roberta Jonay 
Eddie Collins 
Ruthania & 
Val Setz 

Ben Young Ore 


Oasis 
Charles Lazin Oro 
Ken Conroy 
Fredez & Laurenza 
Rowenna Gray 
Jack Williams 

Palm Beach 
Amos Jacobs 
Elena Romay 
Curley Clark 
Pearl Magley 8 
Don Pablo Ore 

Powatan 
Walter Donahue 
Mildred Fenton 
Carole & Sharod 
Sammy Dibert Orc 
fake 
Dancing Remos 
Johnny Hale 
Shirley Handler 
Dorothy Mayo 
Eddie Farley Ore 
Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 
Chuck Shanks Orc 
George Register 
Al Shanks 
Fred Nole 

To-Jo Farms 
Four Cld Timers 
Carroll & Gorman 
Hal Boorn Orc 
Walled Lake Casino 
Johnny Hamp Ore 
Westwood Gardens 
Shep Fields Ore 
Annabelle Graham 


Mal'm 





PITTSBURGH 


Anchorage 


Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Art Norkus Orc 
Balconades 
Clyde Knight Ore 
Janet Lee 
Bill Green’s 
Jack McLean Orc 
Johnny Duffy 
Tommy Cunn gham 
Crest 
Johnny Roberts Ore 
Everett Haydn 
Carnevale Puppets 
Club Carlisle 
Red Mitche’l Ore 
Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Orc 
Marion Mason 
Vera Barnett 
Dave Jeffreys 
Allen & Davis 
Lovie Amen 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
Eddie Peyten’s 
Mike Peyton 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
Joyce Palmer 
Marion Muller 
El Congo 
King Bass Ore 
Tondelayo & Lopez 
Grant Page 
Nick Brooks 
Ruth Baker 


Hazel Calloway 
Billie McAllister 


Evergreen Gardens 
Curley Stewart Ore 
Rollo Plaza 

Kitty Carr 

Marie Harmon 


Hotel Henry 


M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 


Hotel Jacktown 
Freddy Castle Ore 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Bon Aire 3 


Hotel Schenley 


Howard Baum Ore 
Buzz Aston 
Jack Rogers 


Hotel William Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Joe Reichman Orc 
(Continental Bar) 

Billy Catizone 
Harry Martin 
Johnny Fritz 

Al DiLernia 


Itallan Gardens 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Bernie Perella 
Michael Strange 
Johnny Morris 
Dick Smith 
Betty Nylander 
Larry & Davis 
Nora Lewis 


Kennywood 
Tommy Carlyn Ore 














VARIETY 











Olga Petroff 


Dewey Moon 
Watkins Circus 


Jack Morgan 


New Penn Chicquita 

XM Riviera 
Kier Morrison Ore | neron Bilictt Ore 

Nixon Cafe Beverly Bennett 
Al Marsico Ors 
Bob Carter Show Boat 


H Middleman Ore 
Billy Keaton 
Rose Kenny 
Betty Benson 


Ramost & Nanette 
6 Whirlwinds 
Angelo Di Palma 


Nut House Co-Eds (5) 
Boogy-Woogy 
poner Union Grill 


Art Yagello 


Harry Nosokes Frank Natale 


Reggie Dvorak 


Al Mercur Webster Hall 
Jim Buchanan Nelson Maples Ore 
Pines Buzzy Kountz 


George Weber 
West View 
Emerson Gill 


J Livingstone Ore 
Nolan Canova 


Frances Crawley Ore 





Plaza Cafe Del Florescue 
Jimmy Peyton Ors Willows 
Adele Curtis Cecil Golly ore 
4 Queens Nancy Gay 








New Acts 


BILLY RAYES 
Juggling 
8 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y¥. 


Working his hands and his vocal | 
chords at the same time, Billy Rayes 
has a routine of juggling and chatter | 
that delivers him effectively as a/§ 
novelty single, suitable for theatres 
cr niteries. 

Hats and little spheres 
Rayes’ juggling implements. Chat- 
ter, concomitant to the jugglery, 
is varied but inclines to various 
personalities, with the juggling be- 
ing done as Garbo, Kate Smith, 
Sally Rand and others would do it. 











are 





A brief tap dance while at work 


with the balls is a clever portion of | 


the routine. 

Rayes does a little dramatic scene 
from ‘Algiers’ in which he indicates 
he played. It must have been a very 
small bit, official cast of the picture 
not revealing his name, Should be 
dropped anyway. Char. 


WINFIELD and FORD 
Dancers 

5 Mins.; One 

Roxy, N. Y. 


Since the split of Tip, Tap and 
Toe, familiar colored maie terp trio, 
last year, Raymond Winfield did a 
single at the Broadway Paramount 
this past winter. Now he’s back 
with a partner, who’s also of the 
original threesome. Winfield, tall, 
rangy stepper, was the Haile Selas- 
sie of the original TTT trio. Here, 
in a riverboat background, of ante- 
bellum period, they’re in charac- 
teristic minstrel gaiety as to getup. 

The huge circular platform has 
been resurrected for the twosome’s 
act which quickly devolves into a 
challenge routine, embracing ll 
manners and modes of stepology. 
In that field they’re effective, and 
Winfield’s own style of shuffling— 
akin to his Selassie routine—is re- 
vived here, with like good results. 

It’s among the better colored dance 
acts on the boards. Abel, 





IRIS WAYNE 
Dancing 

4 Mins. 

Stanley, Pittsburgh 


Acrobatic dancers are making it 
tougher and tougher on themselves 
these days; Iris Wayne seems de- 
termined to give ’em all something 
to shoot at. Gal has a collection of 
tricks that are pretty close to un- 
believable, including what looks like 
socket-less, complete leg spins; rub- 
ber arms and back and a positive 
disbelief in the laws of physical 
gravity. 

As far as the content goes, Miss 
Wayne is around the top of the class 
in control trickery. She still needs 
a showier presentation, however. 
Turn needs a bit more casual polish, 
since femme looks a bit unsteady in 
the early sections and doesn’t have 
the sleek shine necessary to make 
stuff like this look casual and un- 
concerned. 

When she_ achieves that, Miss 
Wayne should go places, either in 
presentations or niteries. Cohen. 





GEORGE LLOYD 
Mimic 
8 Mins. 
Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 

George Lloyd is one of those 
aesthetic individuals with a keen 
sense of comedy values, excellent for 





an intime spot such as this. He has 
done bits in Broadway legit shows | 
like ‘One for the Money’ and ‘Fabu- 
lous Invalid.’ Here he does a very | 
broad jitterbug number and a seance- | 
trance routine, both very effective. | 
A thoroughly uninhibited young | 
man, Lloyd lets himself go in his | 
lampoonery and_e registers very 
neatly. It’s not what he does so} 
much as how he does it that rings | 
the bell. On personality and show- | 
manship values he augurs much | 
promise for the future, particularly | 
as a cafe performer and general 
mime. Abel. 





Long Time Funny 
Hollywood, June 6. 
Edgar Kennedy started another 
series of six comic shorts for the 
1939-40 program at RKO, with 
Charles Roberts directing. 
In the cast are Vivian Oakland, 





Billie Franey and Bud Weiser. 











House Reviews 








STANLEY, PITT 


(Continued from page 37) 





Store Cowboys,’ type of song no 
vaude was complete without 20 years 
ago. Perkins manages by skin of his 
teeth to get away with it, however. 

Iris Wayne (New Acts) next, last- 
minute substitution for Betty Bruce, 
and gal has a collection of acrobatic, 
control tricks that’s unbelievable. 
She’s still a bit unsteady and needs 
some polish for the act, but stuff is 
there in abundance and needs only 
the proper shine. Gal isn’t bad on 
looks and s. a. either. 

Wheeler has the next 15 minutes, 
topping them with a whispered ‘in- 
side on the act’ to the audience while 
munching an apple and a sandwich 


| for a howling finish. Shanghai Wing 


troupe of four men and like number 
of femmes bring on the curtain. 
Standard Oriental flash act is com- 
posed of crack assortment of stunts, 
including tumbling, top-spinning and 
lot of back-bending physical trickery, 
and a natural for either an opener 
or closer. 

Rain retarded getaway biz con- 
siderably at first show. Cohen, 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, June 3. 
Rufe Davis, Hudson Wonders, Joe 
& Pete Michon, Prince & Princess 
Selandia, York & Tracy, Ann Bran- 
don; ‘Boy Friend’ (20th). 











Changing from a name band pol- 
icy, this vaudfilmer is offering okay, 
straight vaude that runs heavily to 
comedy. House band is on stage and 
opens proceedings with a fast num- 
A that’s highlighted by an organ 
solo. 

Ann Brandon is next with a series 
of dancing puppets, an entertaining 
act. She does four different puppet 
characterizations; the first, an im- 
pression of a dancing jitterbug; the 
next, ‘a lovely lady in an old-fash- 
ioned waltz,’ then comes Lew Lehr 
in a hula skirt doing a Hawaiian 
number, and the finisher is the 
‘Three Little Pigs’ on roller skates. 

York and Tracy follow with their 
slapstick comedy. They use a num- 
ber of props, including a _ seltzer 
bottle, flash-pots and trick musical 
instruments, and do plenty of mug- 
ging, slap each other around and 
stick to old-fashioned comedy gen- 
erally. They get their share of 
laughs, but don’t have a sock finish. 

Prince and Princess Selandia are 
next with an act that starts out as 
a routine dance team but turns out 
to be a neat surprise. After a straight 
dance, they present a series of com- 
edy dance impressions of Garbo and 
Stokowski, Mae West and Harold 
Lloyd, Sally Rand and Chamberlain 
and Marlene Dietrich with Hitler. 
The last-named item serves as a good 
climax and wins extra bows. 

Joe and Pete Michon do their cus- 
tomary springboard stunts and com- 
edy. They open with a few comedy 
magic tricks and then get into their 
crazy falls and dives from the 
springboard. Register solidly. The 
Hudson Wonders more than hold 
their own with their swift five min- 
utes of acro dancing. Rufe Davis 
closes, which is wise because no one 
else could follow him easily in this 
house. He does his ‘sound effects,’ 
including imitations of motor boats, 
chugging automobiles, barnyard ani- 
mals, and such. He had played here 
several times before becoming some- 
thing of a film ‘name’ and always 
went over well. This is his first date 
in the house since doing picture 
work and he has added several new 
bits that make him stronger than 
ever. 

Show’s running time Friday (2) 
at fourth performance was 58 min- 
utes and house was about — 

ey. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, June 4. 
Six Honeys, Jack & George D’Or- 
monde, Mayer & Evans, Rio Bros. 
(3), Harrison & Fisher; ‘Mikado’ (U). 











Good lineup again this week for 
solid entertainment, 

The Honey Family has rearranged 
its wardrobe and its style of work, 
and the result is satisfying. Three 


| boys and three girls make a fine 


appearance in evening clothes and 
sneak into their acrobatics some 
clever dancing. By withholding 
from the audience the fact they are 
really acrobats, the sextet surprises 
the customers pleasantly when they 
do come through finally with their 
tumbling and hand-to-hand work. 
What’s remarkable about this act is 
that the femmes instead of the men, 
are the under-standers. 

Back in town after a long ab- 
sence is the unicycle team of Jack 
and George D’Ormonde. Have a 
short routine but extremely effec- 
tive. Eccentric cycle work is excel- 
lent, with the comedy also aiding 
considerably. 

More comedy from Ray Mayer and 
Edith Evans (Mrs. Mayer), who go 
back many years in the biz. They 


haven't changed much and strangely 


make good without any real mate- 
rial. Some mugging from the piano 
player and some corny gags but this 
audience liked it. Rio Bros. are a 
standard comedy trio with a solid 
arrangement of comedy bits. Have 
developed their burlesque drama bit 
into effective .comedy while the 
dummy horse routine is beginning 
to wear a little thin. 

Harrison and Fisher close the bill 
with their standard ballroom dances, 
Do best with the opening waltz but 
when they attempt a modern swing- 
eroo it doesn’t go off well. 

Biz good last show Friday (2). 

Gold. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


A total of 48 clips, with each of the 
five newsreel-makers well repre- 
sented, plus the latest March of Time 
release, this week make up an hour’s 
entertainment of good value. Only 
one Lew Lehr piece currently, in 
which the 20th-Fox comedian- 
dialectician draws laughs from a 
bunch of boys in a Tom Sawyer 
fence-painting contest. 

Show leads off with the India- 
napolis 500-mile auto race classic in 
which violent spills figured, including 
one in which Roberts, last year’s 
winner, was killed, Both were shot 
with fidelity by Pathe and Metro 
while M-G’s shots of a crackup are 
particularly good. The apparently 
tragic air jaunt of Tom Smith and 
survivors of the Squalus are also up 
front, together with the King and 
Queen of England, caught in Calgary 
by Fox. The same reel also dwells on 
Queen Mary, with the princesses, 
and on her recently-wrecked auto- 
mobile. Just to prove to anyone that 
he wasn’t around film salesmen all 
the time he was abroad, Adolph 
Zukor is pictured with the mother 
Queen. He looked no less ill at ease 
than he is with high-class golfers. 

Dedication of the Palestine pavilion 
at the World’s Fair was covered by 
Paramount but when Rabbi Stephen 
S. Wise and Albert Einstein spoke at 
the ceremonies, their voices were 
recorded but the cameras were look- 
ing elsewhere. Par also covered the 
opening of the Czech pavilion, where 
Mayor LaGuardia did a bit of wild 
gesticulating for a mild laugh. 


A Moscow May Day parade, very 
impressive, was turned in by Pathe, 
which also took its cameras to the 
League of Nations, where there was 
no apparent fireworks. Madrid- 
Franco victory parade (Par) brought 
a bit of hissing at the Thursday night 
(1) show caught. Jack Dempsey, 
speaking for the repeal of the law 
against fight films in interestate com- 
merce, seemed a bit nervous. At that, 
he never was a Maxie Baer before 
the cameras anyway. 


Metropolitan (N, Y.) open golf 
tournament, caught by Fox, and 
numerous lesser clips, ranging from 
women cops to fashions, fill the pro- 
gram. Some of this stuff looks staged, 
such as the gal anglers, who look like 
they belong in a night club floor 
show, and the hot weather item con- 
tributed by Par. Char. 











H’wood to S. A. 














(Continued from page 3) 
Representative Sam D. McReynolds, 
Democrat of Tennessee (‘to author- 
ize the President to render closer 
and more effective the relationship 
between the American republics’) 
the sum of $120,000 was set aside 
for a production program; $18,500 
for distribution, and $38,000 for ‘spe- 
cial’ purposes, including projection 
equipment for U. S. Embassies in 
South America. 


In a committee report offered by 
Representative Sol A. Bloom, New 
York Democrat, the following proj- 
ects were commended: 


Rescoring, re-edition and narra- 
tion in Spanish and Portuguese, 
six films, $30,000. 


Production of one film on the 
American Republics for U. S. con- 
sumption, $45,000. 

Production of one film on the U. 
S. for Latin American consumption, 
$45.000. 

Distribution and exploitation of 
the six Spanish and Portuguese pix, 
$6,000. 

Salary of one individual and sec- 
retary, office and overhead expense 
for a Film Library and Film Ex- 
change to serve the 20 Latin Amer- 
ican Republics, $6,000. 

‘Contribution toward expenses of 
traveling representative in Mexico, 
Chile, Argentina and Brazil, to hold 
previews, meet with U. S. Embassy 
and foreign government officials, 
civic, artistic, and cultural leaders, 
press, representatives of motion pic- 
ture organizations, etc.’, $6,000. 
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Maine Strawhats at Crossroads; 


May Go Arty or Borscht Style _ 


By ROBERT McDONOUGH 
Portland, Me., June 6. 
Local strawhat season, which 
opened Saturday (27) at Lakewood 
with warmed-over version of ‘Susan 
and God,’ finds the Maine al frescos 
not only literally but also figurative- 





wip on some Indian good- weather | 
prayers. | 





Ambidextrous Show Biz | 
Nichols, Conn., June 6. 

You've gotta be versatile if you 

want to join the strawhat troupe at | 


ly at the crossroads. Grosses last| Pinebrook theatre here. Spot is a 
year were unsatisfactory and the | ‘Having Wonderful Time’ commun- | 
managers are beginning to wonder] ity and the players put on three 





whether the New York World’s Fair 
isn’t going to drain off some of the 
money that would normally be spent 
up here. Tourist traffic into the 
state up to the Memorial weekend 
was lighter than at any similar pe- 
riod in years, but the optimists have 
been laying this to the frigid 
weather and the fact that the season 
is about a month behind atmospheric- 


ally. cis Y. Joannes, set designer; Henry 
Maine cowbarns, which started | | Uros, p. a. Castle will double as di- 


pretentiously some years ago as hin- | |rector, Eight-week season opens 
terland adjuncts to the arty section | | July 3. Rex Ingram is set for ‘Em- 
of 42d street have gone through | |peror Jones’ and Sam Jaffe for try- 
many permutations and are NOW| out of ‘The Gold Watch.’ Also a| 
scarcely distinguishable from the | break-in is ‘Not for Children,’ with 
smalltown stock companies of 30] cast headed by foreign import Ellen 
years back. The tryout angle, which | schwanneke. 
was given loud publicity at the start, House is working on a plan, sub- 
has faded, with the main emphasis | ject to local ordinance, to run Tues- 
now placed on rehashed Broadway | day through Sunday instead of the 
successes. orthodox Monday-Saturday. 
Realty Hookup 

Lakewood, with Melville Burke di- 
recting a strong company is operated 
in close relationship with a real es- 
tate development. Situated out in 
the middle of nowhere, 105 miles 
from Portland and five miles from 
Skowhegan, this is a hard place to 
reach—and a harder one to get away 
from, especially after an 11:30 final 
curtain. As a result, many visitors 
turn in for the night in one of the 
adjoining cabins and when the ex- 
pense of this, with the cost of two 
or three meals has been added to 
the price of admission, it can be seen 
that the drama-lover leaves quite a 
bit of coin behind, Ogunquit, with 
Walter Hartwig at the helm, has a 
school for stage-struck kids attached, 
and this is said to pay quite a few 
of the bills outstanding. The other 
stocks—Bela Blau’s Deertress at 
Harrison; the troupe at Boothbay; 
the youngsters at Kennebunkport— 
all have their incidental sources of 
income. But the play’s still the thing 
—even under moaning Pine boughs. 


The hayricks up till now have 
been cursed with a ‘good’ press. 
The notices in the local papers read 
as if they were written by the pro- 
ducer’s mother—and often are. The 
New York sheets are represented 
by second-string men who send back 
windy stories chronicling the de- 
lights of being eaten alive by mos- 
quitoes while watching the Pulitzer 
winner of 1931, or the quaintness of 
realizing that the natural habitat of 


types of shows weekly. 
vaude; Wednesday, dramatic produc- | 
tions; Saturdays, revues. Season | 
| opened May 26 and runs 15 weeks. | 


Monday it’s | 


Sam Jaffe in ‘Gold Watch’ 


Stony Creek, Conn., June 6. | 

New management here this year, 

| with William Castle operating; War- 
ren Young, managing director; Fran- 








Louise Platt Steps Out 


Guilford, Conn., June 6. 

Chapel playhouse starts 10-week 
season June 26 with ‘Strictly Dis- 
honorable’ pencilled for opener. 
Louise Platt, originally skedded as 
backer, steps out financially and will 
confine her activities to acting. Pres- 
ent setup lists Jean Platt and Olive 
Warren, with Nate Beers as manag- 
ing director. Lewis Harmon is on 
publicity and Peter Wolf has been 
signatured for set designing. Hardie 
Albright in as director, with Eliza- 
beth Stearns production assistant. 
Guest stars include Elissa Landi in 
‘Tovarich’ and Esther Ralston in a 
tryout titled ‘Let the Mare Run,’ by 
Marian Grant and Robert E. Perry. 
Martha Sleeper is pencilled for ‘No 
More Ladies.’ 











Jane Bryan Tabbed 


Milford, Conn., June 6. 
Plymouth playhouse opens eight- 
week season July 1 with ‘You Can't 
Take It With You.” Marcus Merwin 


(Continued on page 46) 


ATC HOLDS ITS 
FINAL AUDITION 











| Burley Comic Has to Join 


Equity for ‘Yokel Boy’ 


a the final additions to the | 
of Lew Brown’s ‘Yokel Boy’ is 

| Phil Silvers, a comic, who steps | 
| from burlesque to legit. Last week 
the management was advised that 
Silvers would be required to join 
| Equity, otherwise rehearsals would 
be interrupted. Delay in the actor 








Top Grossers on Bway During 1938.39 39 


' 
' 





(For season ending last Saturday (3). All figures based on Vanrtery’s 
| weekly estimates. Figures in parenthesis refer to number of performances 
on Broadway this season. Asterisk indicates show is still running.) 





‘Hellz-a-Poppin’ (313)* eC Pee e eee eee eee eeeeetreeee we: 124,900 
"| RESETINS GR. ARE CAOE) bivicickccs Ceeecnceds i eeenimews ss Te 950,300 


(Grossed additional $74,000 previous season and $248,000 on tour) 
‘Leave It to Me’ (236)*. 





union. 


‘Yokel’ is due to debut in Boston 


E in two weeks, with early July entry | | 


into the Majestic, New York. 


‘HOT MIKADO’ IN 





Cosesteccbeccerecocec ocecese ves bec es eoee ‘ 904,00 
| filing application is said to have| ‘American Way’ (149)*.......... SeSeceses sel esaqeebieetbhaatens 667,600 
| been caused by his failure to pay | ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ (266)*...... Mividad cbs V Sha Rhed eer eee 641,000 
the required initiation fee. | ‘Boys From Syracuse’ (220)*...... beweUeaeewesaeverdsbeaebeastesd 640,000 
Silvers is a member of the Bur- | "Fura GO: CGE ERG Se sd nc wo wexd cavecedasdecanvedckcseus 455,300 
lesque. Actors Assn., which has an | (Two road companies grossed additional $333,100) 
initation fee of $25, half that re-| “Oscar Wilde’ (247) ...c.ssecseceeseceeecseenssnseensnseeseenes 371,700 
quired by Equity. Under the inter- | ‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ (165) .........ssseeeeseeseeseneeeeees 362,500 
changeability rules Silvers was or- | (Grossed additional $160,300 on tour) 
dered to pay the difference, after | ‘Stars in Your Eyes’ (126) .e.ccesceceesecedeccedececveeeccuens 337,500 
which he’s eligible for junior mem- | "le We RED ns O00 0k 4k was codec casei desde eee cvesens 286,000 
|bership in Equity. If he retains | ‘Pins and Needles’ (413)*.......scceeveececcceceecccceecuceeess .« 283,400 
good standing with BAA, he will pay | | (Grossed $178,100 previous season) 
‘one half the regulation dues to each | | Trees 0 ee Sad oc aedacamihs hades ees dase Weehes des yo. 278,900 


(Grossed additional $49,000 previous season and road company also 
totaled $228,200) 


eR | Perr ee nS We ry Re ey ee ee 269,000 
Ro | reer eee on. Srey Pere rere ee re ran, ae soon eee 246,000 
(Plus $42,000 on tour with ‘Henry IV’) 

TUE PW GIDE): aks vs arn ah i oe Sd dele k oS Beek 230,000 
(Also $191,000 previous season and $143,900 on tour) 


ee ee 


‘Tobacco Road’ (413)* 232,000 
(Also $685,600 during two previous seasons, plus touring companies) 


EMS Se LUGE) cciceicacasensniascashiccsiciktss cade 228,600 
A NE URE a5 555 REDS EAE OS AOS RRS E A OURACRh Rha e RR 226,500 
TANGLE WITH bee eR ree, eT Fe eee oe 214,900 
ee ee I CI aie oh.dk od cnknc diwedh Cha kodeascscccae 201,500 
“Jb BPETOWOE TOO CANT) i vic EP hosed ceccdewdead eek edsccece 182,300 
(Also $244,000 previous season) 
EQUITY "ROU Cams Tae Fe WIR WO a ok hsbc 6 vO4 0c cns ks wesesakion’ 182,200 
(Plus $1,049,600 two previous seasons, plus road companies) 
wosw Carey Gitre Ce. TO) sc ccicacdasicdsitets Me setaansene 181,500 
ae (Also $221,300 on tour) 
‘Hot Mikado,’ which suspended Victoria Regina’ CEB) veccccsoscctbevcsvsesvsuedsesssesacceres 78,500 
Saturday (3) at the Broadhurst, (Besides $1,300,000 on road last season and $759,200 on Broadway the 
N. Y., is under contract to relight at previous season) 


the Hall of Music, New York World’s 
Fair, June 20, though difficulties 
over planned re-classification of the 
colored musical are still to be ironed 
out. Michael Todd contends that by 
reducing the running time to around 
60 minutes, the show would become 
a unit and not within Equity’s Fair 
regulations concerning legit attrac- 
tions. 

Equity figures the matter differ- 
ently, taking the position that no 
matter how much the show’s run- 
ning time is reduced it would still be 
a legiter. It is explained by Equity 


‘Gentle People’ (142) 











that when other musicals were re- 
duced to units, they were booked 
into vaudefilm and presentation the- 
atres and were part of the show, 
whereby ‘Mikado’ would be the sole 
offering. 

Manager is figuring on using a 
short feature picture in conjunction 
with ‘Mikado’ at the Fair and in that 
way ‘satisfy’ Equity’s ideas about 
classification of a unit. Should the 
fair management concur with the 
combination of film and tab, it would 
change the policy of the house and 
probably not come within Equity re- 
strictions. 

Principal point is Sunday perform- 
ances. While Equity assents to Sun- 
days at the Fair, under the state law 





the finny tribe is directly under 
one’s feet as one follows the un- 
ravelling of ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ the 
cast of which is headed by John 


The American Theatre Council 
committee in charge of apprentices, 
which has been auditioning new and 


Barrymore’s Hollywood _ stand-in 
’ »| young talent for the past two years, 
supported by the daughter of the| made possible a performance of 
director’s old college roommate. 


stage aspirants before an audience 
of showmen and agents Thursday 
(1) at the Henry Miller theatre, New 
York, with surprising results. Dur- 
ing the afternoon 56 youngsters ap- 
peared. A flock of calls from man- 
agers and talent scouts after the 
show were received, asking for the 
addresses of 30, indicating that many 
are in line for engagements. 

Whereas last season there were 11 
such showings, it was decided to 
concentrate on only one this season. 
Antoinette Perry, chairman of the 
committee, and Armina Marshall, 
have directed many private audi- 
tions since last fall, with various 
groups of judges sitting in. Tyros 
were graded in that way and the 
field thus narrowed. 


Basking in the glow of this ‘criti- 
cism,’ many producers began to 
think that they could do good work 
with one hand tied behind their 
backs and a bottle of brandy on the 
table—at least, they didn’t think 
that there was any great necessity 
for brainwork. And then the cus- 
tomers stopped coming. Good houses 
opening night, good houses Satur- 
day night, poor houses in between. 


Britain’s Malvern 


At the moment some can be heard 
counselling a return to ‘art’ along 
the lines of Britain’s Malvern, with 
all the first-stringers on the premises 
and a draw from the intelligentsia. 
This plan, they admit, would call 
for a big bankroll and would in- 
volve the losing of money over a 
long period; it might even require 
a Federal subsidy. Others are ad- 
vising a straight extrovert sched- 
ule, with customers brought in from 
the cities via co-operating bus lines. 
Objectors to the latter proposal point | 
out that an inrush of picnicing hoi 
polloi might be just enough to deal 
the deathblow; and that. the proper 
procedure for the future should be 
to coast along while awaiting a re- 
turn of the 1929 brand of good times. 


Everything seems to be in a state 
of indecision, and this goes for this | 
season as well. Lakewood’s playbill 
beyond the first few weeks has not 
been released; Deertrees mentions 
a new one by Marc Conneliy, but 
nothing else; Ogunquit and Booth- 
bay are still shuttered. At the mo- 
ment, the strawhatters are studying 


applicants who auditioned. Judges 
gave each apprentice credits much 
the same as in student examination 
with 100 chosen as the highest 
scorers. Some were unable to ap- 
pear in Thursday’s (1) performance, 
having secured engagements. 

Miss Perry expressed the opinion 
that the system used is a long step 
in solving the talent problem. Not 
all those who appeared are unfa- 
miliar with the stage. Some have 
had small parts, while others ap- 
pear in radio and other performing 
fields. Virtually all, however, were 
able to convince agents of their 
|ability, for which reason the so- 
called Apprentice Theatre is regard- 
ed as having performed a service, 
both for the new faces and show- 
men. 





There were originally about 2,000 | 


legit shows playing such days must 
lay off Monday. That is the proced- 
ure applied to ‘Railroads on Parade,’ 
one of the two presentations under 
Equity jurisdiction at the Fair. 

The other show is the tab Shake- 
speare in the Merrie England con- 
cession. At the Chicago Fair the 
briefie Shakespeare presentations 
cleaned up, but have been drawing 
mildly here. Planned to have a 
separate entrance to the theatre, so 
that patrons will not be required to 
pay 25c. admission to the concession, 
in addition the theatre rap of 40c. 
Shakesperean tab plays Sundays 
without a layoff, but Equity has 
ruled that after June 15, the show 
must do so. 

Equity rules set a limit of 44 hours 
weekly at the Fair, but additional 
appearances are okay provided the 
players are paid for the overtime. 
There is virtually no limit for 
performances in other concessions. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of June 5) 








‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more )—Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Our Town’ (Eddie Dowling)—Al- 
bee, Providence. 

‘Streets of Paris’ (Bobby Clark)— 
Shubert, Boston. 

‘Tobacco Road’ — Biltmore, Los 
Angeles. 


Signs with Chi Opera 
Milwaukee, June 6. 

Helen Ryerson, lyric soprano cur- 
rently starred on ‘Saturday Evening 
Recital’ over WTMJ, has been en- 
gaged by the Chicago City Opera 
Co., for the 1939-40 season. 

Paul Longone, general manager of 
the Chicago organization, negotiated 
the contract, 











+8 &H04-908 088 40e 600 04 04 85 ee eee 8b) 088 5s 170,500 
Eee ee Se CLIP 5 6nd dcnckinscssasSoatbocasbetaiensas 167,800 
‘Primrose Path’ (168) ..... 6b 0650060450606 Ce CORES ES C8 ¢ eacdes 156,600 
4 WO .. Be | FRR (pe rein 153,000 
SE SEED onc kn cihe dhenenandhdesidsnsdenbe Ue emsees somes 148,500 
ED CN SU. ecb cdbh Cabik viddscakn ntddied bh ad cd waeres " 147,200 
(Also $101,000 previous séason) 
ET EY “GOER cnscntakesdhanddaeceédbeeec. 4 skeen cehbbceicds ‘ 139,000 
(Plus $14,000 on tour ‘with ‘Hamlet’) 
‘No Time for Comedy’ (50)*..........00: ery Pe er ee Pee P 137,500 
‘Hot Mikado’ (78) *eeeee eeeeeeveeeeeee @eeeeeeene e*eeeee eeeneeeeee . 127,000 
SE EE. SDD. nc nod chase nd tcsnedaneddedbabibida Mud F 120,000 
ee ee ee OUD nick 05béddescecbenbbbancdaseee sees 120,000 
‘Shadow and Substance’ (120) Re ae eI eee | ok Ca ean an 118,800 
(Also $214,500 previous season and $197,900 ‘on tour) 
| a |S lal OS Pe Sa ee ene eee treo (eee etealicteeadeées 30,000 
(In addition to $1,162, 800 in two previous seasons) 
gs Rr nt eit eee iY ee ee ee 25,500 
(Besides $664, 000 in two previous seasons) 
‘Susan and God’ (8) Cee eee eee ee eee eeeeeeeeeeeseeseeeee eee ene eeee 12,000 


(Plus $632,500 previous season and $593, 700 on tour) 


"26. Rather Be Bia’ CO). oki dcvdiccckcces 


86,500 


(In addition to $847,700 previous season and $684,200 on tour.) 





WPA Unions in Big Drive to Halt 
New Campaign to Cut Personnel 





Defined Burley-Legit 
Theatres Held Key To 
Hike of Surety Rates 


For the purpose of presenting data 
to casualty and surety underwriters, 
in connection with the announced 
heavy increase in liability insur- 
ance rates, the League of New York 
Theatres has sent questionnaires to 


theatre managements. Information 
sought covers 1935 and 1936, last 
time that the rates were changed. 
Managers are asked for the number 
of claims made and the amounts 
paid, if any, by insurance companies. 

Indications are that the under- 
writers, in upping the rates, included 
a number of former legit houses 
that are now playing burlesque ap- 
proximately 52 weeks per year. 
That would, it’s figured, account for 
the number of claims paid out, 
about which legit showmen are un- 
aware. 

During 1936 there were 46 thea- 
tres available for legit, whereas 
currently there are 35, not all of 
which are lighted at one time. Dif- 
ference shows that 11 houses have 
changed policy to either burlesque 
or grind films. 








RAZE ERIE THEATRE 
Erie, Pa., June 6. 
The Park theatre, a landmark 


here, which has housed everything 
from legit to talkers, will soon be 
demolished to make room for a 
number of stores. 


The house has been dark for the 





past year. 








Situation in federal theatre project 
is unsettled and while there had 
been no pink dismissal slips re- 
ceived up to early this week, the 


various professional groups in the 
relief outfits appear to be facing a 
battle for survival. That material 
reduction in the outfit's complement 
will come is generally assumed, but 
it’s also believed that a complete 
reorganization of the project is in 
the making if it’s to be continued. 

To combat the aims of some Wash- 
ington forces to submerge the WPA 
theatre, the Federation of Arts 
Projects, representing actors, writers, 
musicians, artists and stagehands on 
WPA, is going into action. Deck- 
hands had been aloof from the 
federation but last week joined. 

The federation, through the far- 
flung WPA _ unions, will work 
through localities rather than con- 
centrate on Washington only. It is 
planned for union branches in all 
parts of the country to urge their 
congressmen to aid the WPA setup, a 
move that has been one of the first 
to be undertaken by the WPA unions 
whenever similar emergencies have 
arisen, 

Legislative committee handling the 
matter, however, is said to be con- 
sidering changing the status of the 
whole WPA, with the idea of classi- 
fying it for the purpose of work 
projects only. If that is adopted, 
presumption is that the arts would 
be eliminated, in which case it 
would force those on such projects 
back on home relief. 

Reports are that changes have 
been ordered in the New York WPA 
FTP and that Gerge Kondolf, i 
charge of production, would be 
transferred to Washington. That has 


(Continued on page 42) 
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~ Legit’ s B.0. for 3 Years at a Glance 





(Season ending Saturday (June 3). All figures are based on Va- 


RIETY’s weekly boxoffice estimates.) 





Grand total Broadway and road grosses season 1938-39...... $19,896,300 
(Total of 1,656 playing weeks) 


Grand total Broadway and road grosses season 1937-38 ... 


+++ 20,126,900 


(Total of 1,693 playing weeks) 


Grand total Broadway and road grosses season 1936-37. 


sesee 21,488,800 


(Total playing weeks not available) 


Total Broadway grosses 1938-39 (1,061 playing weeks)....... 12,751,000 
Total Broadway grosses 1937-38 (999 playing weeks)..... «+ 11,501,300 
Total Broadway grosses 1936-37 ......cccccccccccccccccsece 13,886,300 
Biggest week on Broadway (Feb. 20, 39), 32 shows running 446,000 
Total road grosses 1938-39 (611 playing weeks)........ ccccee 4,145,000 
Total road grosses 1937-38 (694 playing weeks).........+.. - 8,625,600 
Total road grosses 1936-37 (612 playing weeks)............ - 7,602,500 
Number of productions during 1938-39....... eS COPE CTE ETT CT 97 
Bo RS ee er Seasavaseuecewsaaeseds . 63 
PERATRIIOE OE TOW SUBNCIIG a 006. 6.665.055 55545 660 6054855866 ct hed ecads 7 
Number of new revivals (includes D’Oyly Carte Opera Co.)....... 8 
Pe Oe SEINE s 5 5-5 bbc od0n sede bud cesemhes cscs ceetveaenns 8 


(Includes return engagement of 


‘Victoria Regina,’ One-Act Reper- 


tory, Ruth Draper, Frank Fay’s Vaudeville, experimental ‘Quiet City,’ 


‘An Evening in Cathay,’ Elsie Janis, 


Cecilia Loftus.) 


DER Se ee OU MOE ie SEN Ede dha Vecvccessesciedes suaneaeete 10 
PU “GE GHOTCTAUD BUCOUMIES iso 00k deste cccccccccecccsctsacete ;’s 
Re WE SEE OED 454 hd RG eR 0 646 6.0:0:650660940446400 06060008 3 
SURE Se IO, 66. 6.0.54.00.4 004000004 400%006 eesevsias canes ae ae aks 65 
Number of shows current this week err eo eer ee errr rrerrire issse 20 
Number of shows current same week last season...... sa0edecaeeas 16 








Proposed Tax Changes Seen Boost 
For Show Biz, Particularly Legit 


Changes in the tax structure pro- 
posed by Governmental officials is 
viewed as a boon to show business, 


particularly legit. A way weuld be 
opened up for the spreading of losses 
along the principles of amortization, 
covering a period of three years. 
Plan is akin to the English tax sys- 
tem and showmen have made sev- 
eral attempts to have legislators con- 
sider similar measures. 

Producers point out that they may 
have a hit one year and pay big 
taxes on the profit, whereas the next 
season might find them operating in 
the red. They contend that some 
method of equalizing the tax burden 
should be worked out because show 
business is more hazardous than 
other ventures. However, they were 
told in Washington there could be 
no distinction between taxpayers. 

Under the present tax setup all 
business operates on an annual or 
fiscal period of one year, Losses 
sustained during that period are 
charged off against earnings within 
the same time. Show people argue 
that the regulations may be equitable 
for business generally, but that show 
production is entirely different. They 
point out that commercial enter- 
prises have tangible properties and 
goods, but that theatrical produc- 
tions when finished are worthless. 

Proposed changes designed to spur 
business and manufacturing corpo- 
rations include extending the period 
over which losses may be charged 
off. As now planned, if a producer 
lost $100,000 during one season and 
a similar amount the next year, but 
netted a profit of $300,000 the third 
year, he would be permitted to 
charge off $200,000 in losses and pay 
tax on $100,000. 

That is virtually what business has 
sought to bring about and it appears 
that treasury officials have recog- 
nized the logic of the contentions. 
Of course there was no thought in 
mind of benefiting the theatre when 
the proposals were drawn up, but 
there seems little doubt that the the- 
atre would be benefited, along with 
all other business. That also applies 
to the proposal of dropping the tax 
on undivided surplus. 

While the prospect of the changes 
are welcomed in show circles, how 
the system would work out if a pro- 
ducer cleaned up one year and then 
had two losing seasons. Tax on the 
first season's profits would naturally 
be collectible, but how the subse- 
quent losses could be amortized ap- 
Pears to be a problem. Tax people 
appear to have different opinions as 
to how or whether the proposed 
changes would affect show business, 
but some are insistent that changes 
aimed to aid business generally must 
include theatrical ventures. 








W. A. Williams Set 
To Head Pennsy FTP 


Philadelphia, June 6. 


William A. Williams last week 
was named Pennsylvania director of 
the Federal Theatre Project. He re- 
places Herbert Humphries, who re- 
cently underwent an eye operation, 
and it’s understood, may be shifted 
to California, 

Art Lewis has been named to head 
publicity and promotion, He suc- 
ceeds Bill Haggerty. 


Equity-AGMA’s 
Jot Broadcasts 


For Charity Fund 


Equity, in association with the 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 
is readying to emulate the Screen 
Actors Guild by presenting spon- 
sored radf> programs for charity 
fund purposes. Most of the details 
have been worked out and it is 
understood that several ad agencies 
representing major advertisers are 
considering a tieup for such a series. 
Proceeds will be donated to the 
Actors Fund, Stage Relief Fund, the 
three theatrical guilds and probably 
the emergency funds of Equity and 
AGMA. 


The plan was placed before 
Equity’s council some weeks ago by 
one of the younger showmen and 
was referred to a committee. It’s in- 
dicated that Equity and AGMA have 
decided to handle the matter be- 
tween them, it being reported that 
the unions did not consider it ‘neces- 
sary’ for an ‘outsider’ to participate 
in what is essentially a charity ac- 
tivity. 

SAG’s broadcasts net $10,000 per 
program, sponsored by Good Gulf. 
Amount to be bid for the Equity- 
AGMA presentations will probably 
not be set until the cast lineups are 
submitted. Like SAG, members will 
make at least one broadcast, all such 
participation being gratis. Equity 
has sent out letters to 100 name 
members asking that they commit 
themselves, with AGMA doing like- 
wise. Figured that with the leading 
stage players and the wealth of 
talent in the musical and operatic 
fields to draw from, the programs 
will have name strength comparable 
with the SAG broadcasts. 








‘CURRENT B'WAY 
A. UP TO ad 


Heretofore There Had Been 
a Steady Decline—65 Fail- 
ures, Including a Couple 
Which May Resume—Sale 


of Film Rights Increase 








THE FAIR A FACTOR 





By JACK PULASKI 


Broadway productivity during the 
season of 1938-39 more than held its 
own.+ There were 80 new produc- 
tions presented, as against 79 during 
1937-38, 

Up to the latter period there had 
been a steady drop in the number 
of presentations. Previous two sea- 
sons had seen the total decline from 
120 shows (‘35-36) to 90. Number of 
clicks were slightly under last sea- 
son when there were 11 hits and six 
moderate successes. The season just 
ended shows 10 standouts plus five 
that have been rated making some 
profit. 

Percentage of suecesses has not 
greatly varied for seasons, there be- 
ing one out of every four shows 
making the grade. There is a frac- 
tional difference for °38-39 but two 
or three shows that didn’t climb out 
of the production red still have a 
chance to turn a profit. In two in- 
stances engagements are slated to be 
resumed, dependent on whether 
business perks when the real influx 


Hollywood Buys 


Shows of the 1938-39 season 
purchased by film companies, 
with the buyer and approximate 
prices paid: 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ 

CSET hhc ces desenees $225,000 
down payment, plus per- 
centage of film’s gross 

‘American Way’ RKO).. $200,000 
down payment, plus per- 
centage of film’s gross 

‘Philadelphia Story’ (Katharine 

). | Perera $35,000 - 
plus percentage of film’s 
gross. Deal for transfer of 
the rights to Metro or Para- 
mount is believed on the 
verge of signing. 











Productions of other seasons, 
purchased during 1938-39: 


‘Elizabeth the Queen’ 

(°30-’31) (Warnens).... $30,000 
‘Night of January 16th’ 

('35-"36) (RKO)....... $10,000 
‘Whatever Goes Up’ (’35- 

°36) (Paramount)...... $3,500 
‘Blind Alley’ ('35-’36) 

COMED): 6650000008 $5,000 
‘Let Freedom Ring’ (’35- 

~ ee) ae . $4,000 
‘Babes in Arms’ (36-’37) 

CROIOD - x0 feaetavencs . $21,000 
‘Susan and God’ (37 

SO): CREW) aivsccc cscs $75,000 
‘Of Mice and Men’ (’37- 

*38) (Hal Roach)...Percentage 

deal 

‘I Married an Angel’ 

('37-°38) (Metro)...... $25,000 
‘What a Life’ (’37-’38) 

(Paramount) ......... $50,000 
‘Our Town’ ('37-’38) (Sol 

BMODEED 6 cecsnasecsens $35,000 








to the World’s Fair comes. However. 
with those doubtful shows included 
in the debit column, the number of 
failures is tabulated at 65, four more 
that last season. 

While the low mark of production 
has only been just passed, it is ex- 
pected that new show activities for 
39-40 will be materially increased. 
granted that Hollywood resumes 
legit financing after failing to put up 
coin for nearly three seasons. 

During the spring, up to the time 
the Fair ushered in the present 
slump, weekly grosses were con- 
siderably higher than last year at 
the same time. That particularly ap- 
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”38-39 LEGIT HELD ITS OWN 








| 


| 
| 


| 
\. 





Hits of 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ 
*‘American Way 
‘Boys from Sy A 
‘Hellz-a-Poppin’ 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ 

(Also the revivals of ‘Hamlet,’ 


1938-39 


‘Leave It to Me’ 
‘Little Foxes’ 

‘No Time for Comedy’ 
‘Oscar Wilde’ 
‘Philadelphia Story’ 


‘Henry IV’ and ‘Outward Bound.’) 





MODERATE SUCCESSES 


‘Gentle People’ 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ 
‘Mamba’s Daughters’ 


‘Rocket to the Moon’ 
‘White Steed’ 





FAILURES 


‘A Woman’s a Fool—To Be Clever’ 
‘American Landscape’ 
‘Blackbirds’ 

‘Bright Rebel’ 

‘Brown Danube’ 

‘Case History’ 

‘Clean Beds’ 

‘Close Quarters’ 

‘Come Across’ 

‘Dame Nature’ 

‘Tance Night’ 

‘Danton’s Death’ 

‘Tay in the Sun’ 

‘Dear Octopus’ 

‘Devil and Daniel Webster’ 
‘Devil Takes a Bride’ 
‘Don’t Throw Glass Houses’ 
‘Everywhere I Roam’ 
‘Fabulous Invalid’ 

‘Family Portrait’ 
‘Flashing Stream’ 
‘Gloriana’ 

‘Glorious Morning’ 

‘Good Hunting’ 

‘Great Lady’ 

‘H ppiest Days’ 

‘Here Come the Clowns’ 
t‘Hot Mikado’ 

‘I Have Been Here Befcre’ 
‘I Must Love Someone’ 
‘Jeremiah’ 

‘Knights of Song’ 

‘Lorelei’ 


‘Madame Capet’ 
‘Merchant of Yonkers’ 
‘Mexicana’ 

‘Michael Drops In’ 

‘Miss Swan Expects’ 
‘Missouri Legend’ 
‘Mother’ 

‘Mrs. O’Brien Entertains’ 
‘My Heart’s in the Highlands’ 
‘Off to Buffalo’ 

t‘One for the Money’ 
‘Please, Mrs. “aribaldi’ 
‘P-imrose Path’ 

‘Ringside Seat’ 

‘Run, Sheep, Run’ 

‘Se. to Music’ 

‘Sing Out the News’ 
‘Soliloquy’ 

‘Spring Meeting’ 

‘Stars in Your Eyes’ 
‘Susanna, Don’t You Cry’ 
‘Swing Mikado’ 

‘Tell My Story’ 

‘Thanks for Tomorrow’ 
‘The Good’ 

‘30 Days Hath September’ 
‘Waltz in Goose Step’ 
‘Where Do We Go from Here?’ 
“Where There’s a Will’ 
‘Window Shopping’ 
‘Wuthering Heights’ 
‘You Never Know’ 


(Also the revivals of ‘Awake and Sing,’ ‘Blossom Time,’ ‘Importance of 
Being Earnest,’ ‘Lightnin’,’ and One-Act Repertory Theatre.) 





* Closes Saturday (10), resumes in five weeks. 


+ Relights at N. Y. World’s Fair. 
t Possibility of resuming. 





Revisions of Bway's Ticket Code 
To Call for Stricter Enforcement: 
Playgoer Poll Favors City Control 





NEW EQUITY COUNCIL 
MEMBERS INDUCTED 


New members of Equity’s coun- 
cil were inducted last week. Sev- 
eral made maiden speeches, mostly 
to the effect on issues and matters 
to which the association should at- 
tend. Indicated that the new people 
were not cognizant of the associa- 
tion’s affairs, for virtually every 
point raised has received attention, 
if not already included in Equity’s 
policies for some time. 

Chorus Equity held its annual 
meeting Friday (2) when it was an- 
nounced that whereas the branch 
operated $8.000 in the red last sea- 
son, that which just closed earned 
$11,000 over operating expenses. 

Paul Dullzell was re-elected chair- 
man of the executive committee and 
Gerald Moore secretary of that body. 
Others named for three years are 
Frances Wade, Carrington Lewis, 
John Muccio, Beau Tilden, Francis 
Clarke, Emily Marsh and Thomas 
Scott. 

Chorus will have representatives 
on Equity’s council for the first time, 
those named being Jack Barnes, Jay 
Amiss, Leroy Maclean, Moore and 
Miss Marsh. 


FTP Dark in L. A. 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Town will be without Federal The- 
atre play from June 12 to July 5, 
marking lowest production ebb since 
inception of the project here. 

Pruning of talent roster is reported 
under way. ‘Swing Mikado’ breaks 
inactive spell. 








7% 
7. 











Broadway ticket code will be re- 
vised for next season. Extent of the 
changes is under consideration by 
the League of New York Theatres 
and Equity,” co-sponsors of the 
agency regulations. Indications are 
that the revisions are designed for 
a more rigid enforcement of the 
code’s main provisions, 

Proposed changes were placed be- 
fore Equity’s council by James F. 
Reilly, the League's secretary, who 
will await an opinion from that body 
before drafting the new provisions, 
which have been okayed by the 
League’s board, 


Equity has had a representative 
perusing a mass of correspondence 
relative to code enforcement meas- 
ures. Before making his report to 
the council, he will seek the opinion 
of managers as to the Code’s work- 
ability. Also to be queried are a 
number of ticket brokers and the 
Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers union. Latter and ticket 
men have been critical of the code. 

Last week, the Spellman bill, 
which would make the sale of tickets 
for more than 75¢ over the box. 
office price a misdemeanor, was ex- 
pected to go before the N. Y. city 
council for action. Sponsor is said 
to have made a determined effort to 
get the measure out of committee 
but the latter set another public 
hearing on the bill for June 16, 

The League has gathered evidence 
from theatre-goers that the latter 
are in favor of the city regulating 
the price of tickets. Postcards aske 
ing for a yes or no expression were 
distributed in several theatres and 
within two days 400 replies favoring 
the passage of the ordinance were 


(Continued on page 46) 
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STREETS OF PARIS 


Boston, June 2. 


Revue in two acts, 28 scenes, presented 
by the Skuberts and Olsen & 
featuring Bobby Clark, Luella Gear, Abbott 
& Coestello, Carmen Miranda, Della Lind 
and Jean Sablon, with Yvonne Bouvier, 
Think-a-Drink Hoffman, Gloria Gilbert, Jo 
and Jeanne Readinger, Gower and Jeanne, 
Hylton Sisters, John McCauley, Margaret 
Irving, Ward and Van, Ben Dova, Harold 


Barnes, Ramon Vinay, Billie Branch, 
Charles Latorre, Magda Kari. Muste, 
James McHugh; lyrics, Al Dubin; addi- 
tional music and tfyrics, Harold Romie; 


sketches, Tom McKnight and Charles Sher- 
man; dances and ensembies staged by Rob- 
ert Alton; direction and lighting, Edward 
Duryea Dowling; settings, Lawrence L, 


Goldwasser; cestumes, Irene Sharaff. Jean 
LeSeyeux, consultant on production; John 
McManus, musical director; Hans Spialek, 
orchestral arranger; Dennis Murray, stage 
director; Hugh Martin, vocal arranger; at 
Shubert, Boston, May 31, '39; $3.30 top. 





Now that the Shuberts have discov- 
ered the $3.30 crowd likes vaude- 
ville and the hokum-burley stuff that 
is ‘Hellzapoppin,’ they have joined 
with Olsen and Johnson in present- 
ing a burley-girly revue loaded with 
talent drawn mainly from the top 
ranks of vaude. Where vaude isn’t 
represented in this cavalcade of en- 
tertainment, the musical omedy 
field is; in Bobby Clark and Luella 
Gear. Jean Sablon, current fave of 
the platterbugs, is the radio name. 
He hails from France but has had an 
NBC buildup. From Brazil comes 
Carmen Miranda. 

Spectacularly presented in the 
finale of the first act, surrounded by 
her Samba instrumental sextet, Miss 
Miranda sings enly in her native 


Johnson, | 


isame one he 





numbers was Jo and Jeanne Read- 
inger in precision strut specialties. 

loria Gilbert got an ovation for 
her fast toe whirls in a big semi- 
finale called ‘Graduation Day at 
Ecole de Jeunes Filles.’ Three Hyl- 
ton Sisters, newcomers, were re- 
ceived better as they went along. 
They vocalize the experiences of 
‘three little maids’ in Paris. They 
will stand watching. 

Ben Dova prefaces his drunk act 
by teetering along the rail of a box 
and then leaping to the stage. It’s a 
thriller that will get word-of-mouth 
buildup. Think-A-Drink Hoffman 
gets a beautiful spot for his mystify- 
ing drink-mixing, and earns an extra 
bow. But in taking the bow he 


| pulled the worst boner of the show 


by making a -curtain speech—the 
makes in the vaude 
houses. 

Ward and Van have a good spot 
late in the show for their hokum and 
straight harp and fiddle playing. And 
here again the customers are treated 
to a strenuous display of the pants- 
off policy so dominant in ‘Streets’ as 
the fiddler’s jeans skid up and down 
in the burley bit. , 

Good. staging, costuming and 
lighting, against a background of in- 
expensive, but effective sets, give 
the revue a classy lift. Music is 
satisfactory. ‘South American Sway,’ 
‘Danger in the Dark,’ ‘Three Little 
Maids’ and ‘History Is Made at 
Nicht’ are most catchy. 

‘Streets’ has plenty of stuff to af- 
tract bie hinterland biz if that ex- 
pected boom in tourist trade ever 
takes time off from Flushing 





tongue. This is no deterrent to her’ 
art of selling oomph, and the four 
encores at the preem clearly indicate 
that she more than made her sales 
quota, 

Show ran nearly three hours open- | 
ing night and there’s hardly a lull 


as ‘les girls’ flit through Bob Alton’s 


swell ensemble routines, comedians 
slap each other around and lose their 
pants and the curtain rises and falls 
on rugged boudoir blackouts. 

On the whole, Clark’s material is 
medium, but he has his day as a 
postcard photog, a quick-change art- 
ist in a quadruple role in a corny 
one-act skit with Luella Gear, and 
again as a blase boy of the Riviera, 
numb with sophistication. Last skit 
fires both barrels at Noel Coward 
and his set. 

_Abbott and Costello, new to this 
city, easily grab top rating in the 
comedy department. The shell game 
bit, done with lemons, is a wow, 
with Abbott fleecing Costello with 
fast talk and other sharp practices. 

Mike trouble in the first act was 
serious for Sablon, who therefore 
was unable to project. In the second 
half he registered, after the technical 
fault was corrected, and as a result 
his best bet was a duet with Yvonne 
Bouvier, ‘We Live on Love.’ 

First real click is a daffy Apache 
mixup in full stage, about two-thirds 
through the first act. Here Clark 
and Della Lind, warble in duet, ‘Is 
It Possible,’ while the Billie Branch 
company, from. vaude, tears off its 
extremely -and-tumble Apache 
specialty. bodies -slide be- 
tween their legs and knives whizz 
past their ears, Clark and Lind carry 
on With perfect detachment from the 
triple murder in progress all during 
the duet, which would ordinarily 
have a rose-bewer setting. 

Miss Gear does yeoman duty in 
skits, foiling capably with Clark, 
onceny as woman trying to 
get a passport pvhoto in a porno- 
graphic studio; She also sings ‘Doin’ 
the Chamberlain,’ danced by Gower 
and Jeanne. 


Meadows for Broadway. 


Fox. 


1938-39 Legit 
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plies to the straight-show toppers, 
partly explained by the fact that 
they opened some time after New 
Year’s and therefore the engage- 
ments were comparatively fresh. 
More Pic Rights Sold 

There were more picture rights to 
shows sold during ’38-39 than during 
the previous season, which touched a 
new low in that department. Only 
three of the season’s attractions were 








purchased but at prices much higher 
than anything during ’37-38. Top 
figure applied to ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Hlinois,’ $225,000; ‘The American 
Way’ brought $200,000 and ‘The 
Philadelphia Story,’ $35,000, plus 
percentages. ‘Story’ was bought by 
Katherine Hepburn who. is dickering 
to transfer her rights. 
In addition, rights of shows pro- 
duced in previous seasons upped the 
total of such transactions close to 
$720,000. Films bought the rights of 
10 such stage properties, ‘Susan and 
God’ getting best money at $75,000. 
With commissions the price paid was 
virtually another $10,000. Tabulation 
includes ‘Of Mice and Men,’ with no 
set figure given because the film deal 
is said to be on straight percentage. 
Current shows that look sure to be 
sold for pictures include ‘The Little 
Foxes’ and ‘No Time For Comedy.’ 
To date, Hollywood has spent over 
$300,000 more than last season on 
rights and it’s virtually certain that 
last season’s total of $413,600 will be 





Gower and Jeanne register well in 
several spots with their scintillating 
ballroom style. Another dance duo 


that projected through ensemble 





HILDEGARDE 





at least doubled. Also indicated that 
°38-39 was more productive of screen 
material, supporting the survey that 
that condition obtains on alternate 
years. 

3 Revivals Profitable 

Three out of six revivals were 
rated profitable. Not included in the 
presentation list are the D’Oyly 
Carte showings of the Gilbert and 
Sullivan operettas, the English 
troupe doing exceptionally well, as 
previously. Included are _ both 
colored ‘Mikados,’ the ‘Swing’ ver- 
sion, which flopped when it turned 
commercial, and the ‘Hot’ show, 
which is slated for the Fair. 

Among the holdovers are ‘Tobacco 
Road,’ ‘What a Life’ and ‘Pins and 
Needles.’ Latter, an intimate revue 
by the garment workers union, is 
hardly opposition to Broadway but 
has been making money and is due 
to move from its little theatre to a 
regular legiter. Performance was 
pepped up this spring by the addi- 
tion of new numbers. 





Guarantee Cincy Opera; 





First Lady of Television 
Recording for DECCA 


Per. Mgr. ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep. JACK BERTELL 











James Melton Signed 


Cincinnati, June 6. 

| Guaranty fund of $15,000 for the 
| 18th season of summer opera at the 
Zoo was Over-subscribed last week 
and Oscar F. Hild, managing direc- 
tor, set June 25 as the opening date. 

James Melton, who made his op- 
eratic debut here last summer, will 
sing in ‘Madame Butterfly,’ ‘La 
Traviata’ and another opera during 
| the season. 





Winnipeg to Attempt First 
Summer Symph Concerts 


Winnipeg, June 6. 

The summer symphony idea is to 
be tried this year for 10 weeks, first 
attempt at anything of this nature 
locally. Set for long-dark legitter, 
the Walker. 

Backing are the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp., which will air the 
concerts; local musicians and a 
selected citizens committee headed 
by Alistair Stewart. Acting for the 
CBC is Geoffrey Waddington, who 
will be on podium. 


ASK INJUNCTION 
ON ‘ROAD’ BAN 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Injunction is being sought by 
Irving Becker, company manager of 
‘Tobacco Road,’ which has _ been 
banned by the City of Long Beach 
from playing a one-nighter there on 
Monday (12). The show played 
there a year ago, at the high school 
aud. 
Claim for damages is also being 
instituted against the city since the 
booking had been set, with a deposit 
placed, for the municipally-con- 
trolled house some time ago. City 
Manager R. M. Deorton issued the 
current ban. 
Show’s management claims that 
the nix, which became known Sat- 
urday (3), didn’t permit the shew 
sufficient time to get another date, 
thus resulting in the damage action. 
Claim would be squelched if the re- 
straint action is successful, it’s re- 
ported. ‘Road’ is currently winding 
up two weeks at the Biltmore, Los 
Angeles. 


‘Sumurun’ Gets FTP 


Production on Coast 


Los Angeles, June 6. 
‘Sumurun’ is the next major pro- 
duction of the Federal Theatre 
Project in Southern California, with 
Gene Lockhart in charge of 200 
actors, dancers and musicians on re- 
lief. Play opens at the Greek open 
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SES 90 82 8 0 920 
NRC 82 «75 5 2 914 
PSEC 62 58 4 0 985 
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a. particularly tricky one to call the 
turn on the shows. Coleman and 
Winchell, who shared the reviewing 
for the Mirror, had a combined aver- 
age of .811. 
Caught 74 Out of 80 

In snaring the pennant, Ander- 
son caught 74 out of the 80 shows 
(the others were conflicts). He 
picked 62 winners, doped only 11! 
incorrectly and had no ‘no opinions.’ 
His bad guesses were ‘Missouri 
Legend,’ ‘Hellz-a-Poppin,’ “Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye,’ ‘Fabulous Invalid,’ 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ ‘Rocket to 
the Moon,’ ‘Spring Meeting,’ ‘Prim- 
rose Path,’ ‘Dear Octopus,’ ‘Set to 
Music’ and ‘Stars in Your Eyes.’ He 
was the only reviewer to call the 
turn on ‘Sing Out the News’ and ‘Hot 
Mikado,’ but was one of the few to do 
a. brodie on ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ 
and ‘Knickerbocker Holiday.” Shows 
that generally fooled the Annie 
Oakley-holders were ‘Missouri 
Legend,’ ‘Hellz-a-Poppin,’ ‘Sing Out 
the News,’ ‘Fabulous Invalid,’ ‘Rocket 
to the Moon,’ ‘Spring Meeting,’ ‘Dear 
Octopus,’ ‘Hot Mikado’ and ‘Stars in 
Your Eyes.’ 

As usual, the tabulation is figured 
only on the new productions, exclud- 








air theatre, July 14. 
Max Reinhardt first produced 
‘Sumurun’ in Berlin in 1910. 


ing all revivals, Federal Theatre 





presentations, special shows, amateur 
efforts, etc. Among those not rated 





Inside Stuff—Legit 





ticket enterprise about 15 years ago. 


loans. Newman has been inactive in 


three times daily. 


baseball team on Long Island. 


Erin O’Brien Moore, who was sev 
a long hospitalization, attended the 





his manipulations, tied up all choice tickets. 
$5,000 to secure an option on a hotel mortgage. The deal flivved and it’s 
claimed the money was not paid back. 

Robert Newman, young showman, was mentioned as having lent Manton 
$25,000. He explained that he aided the jurist with several loans of $5,000 
each, which he secured from a friend, and that Manton repaid all the 


but plans returning to the managerial 


William J. Fallon, former Broadway ticket broker, who was mixed up 
in an irregular option transaction last winter, was frequently mentioned 
in the case of the senior judge of the U. S. circuit court of appeals, Martin 
T. Manton. whose decisions, according to last Saturday’s (3) conviction, 
were bought. Having confessed to bribery, Fallon is in jail. He is referred 
to as the ‘bag’man’ for Manton, ii being charged that he arranged a num- 
ber of ‘loans’ for the jurist prior to certain decisions. 

Fallon, who’s known as a promoter, bought the Tyson Operating Co. 


For a short time that outfit, through 
Some months ago he paid 


es for the past two years, 
nks shortly. 





Advices from San Francisco report that the ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ on the 
Golden Gate fairgrounds, is distinctly disappointing as to attendance and 
performance. Show is being cut and re-routined. 

Understood that the ‘Follies’ has an unusual arrangement with the Fair 
management. Latter is said to have guaranteed J. J. Shubert a gross of 
$100,000 for eight weeks. If the revue does not gross that much, the Fair 
must pay the balance, according to reports. 
satisfactory the Fair is said to be in no position to make a settlement as 
no other attraction for the California auditorium is in sight. 

‘Follies’ had been given in two sections, one called ‘The World of Today’ 
and the other ‘The World of Tomorrow.’ 
admission, with a night top of $1.10, 
part had been played, performance taking two hours, the house emptied, 
the second part going on when a fresh audience became seated. Each part 
was played twice, or four halves daily. New schedule, governed by Equity 
rules, calls for condensing the revue into a single performance to be played 


Although the show is not 


Each called for a separate 
for each half revue. After the first 





James Barton returned to the cast of ‘Tobacco Road,’ at the Forrest, 
N. Y., Monday (5), replacing Eddie Garr. 
several months ago after Barton walked, following controversy with the 
management and fellow players. Charges were filed with Equity by Ann 
Deere, who’s in the show. She had been offended by certain language 
she alleged Barton used in addressing her. 
for calling rehearsals which he’s said to have attended late and holding 
the curtain. Barton was reprimanded by Equity. 

Understood that Barton will not have as much leeway backstage as 


formerly. His re-engagement is expected to better the attendance, which 
has dropped, along with other attractions. 


red of late. Barton’s offstage activities include the backing of a semi 


Latter went into the drama 


Others were peeved at him 


‘Road’ has operated in the 
-pro 





erely burned last winter, necessitating 


} theatre Saturday (3) afternoon for the 
first time since the accident, seeing ‘The Family Portrait,’ accompanied by 


a nurse. She will visit Jean Dixon at the latter's country home in New 
England as soon as permitted by her physician. 

Miss Moore has received a number of offers for summer stock engage- 
ments and expects to make such appearances during July and August. 


were ‘Swing Mikado’ (which opened 
as a WPA show), ‘My Heart’s in the 
Highlands’ (an experimental offering 
taken over by the Guild), the One- 
Act Repertory and Frank Fay’s 
Vaudeville. 

VARIETY’s combined average for 
the season was .842, under Anderson 
but topping the other daily review- 
ers. It was the fourth consecutive 
year the muggs have wound up in 
the ashcan. Even VaAnrirety’s cele- 
brated bookkeeping couldn’t cover 
the 64 right and 12 sour steers. As 
customary, Jack Pulaski (Ibee) was 
by far the busiest mugg, turning his 
highly trained eye on 44 shows, with 
39 rights and 5 wrongs for an aver- 
age of .886. 


WPA Unions 
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been denied by Paul Edwards, local 
administrator. 





Washington, June 6. 

Dissatisfaction over general con- 
duct of the Federal Theatre Project 
reached its peak yesterday (Mon- 
day) before the House Appropria- 
tions Committee. 

Probability that Congress will in- 
sist on local sponsors divvying the 
cost of each project with the gov- 
ernment—thus cutting off the supply 
of 100% Federal gravy—became a 
major threat to continuance of the 
program, as solons listened to a 
committee investigator’s charges of 
widespread waste in the New York 
theatre project. Only remaining life- 
lines for WPA-sponsored shows in 
Manhattan appeared t~ be Mayor La 
Guardia and the Administration. 

Actors were literally sunburned by 
surplus lighting equipment used in 
the current FTP attraction, ‘Sing 
for Your Supper,’ according to Ralph 
Burton, ace investigator for the 
kcommittee, which is now probing 
WPA activities. Although 7,000 feet 
of lighting cable was available, 9,000 
additional feet were purchased and 
installed, Burton declared. The avail- 
able cable was not uscd, but heat 
from the new equipment made ‘the 
stage so hot it sunburned the actors,’ 
he added. 

Hinting at graft among N. Y. the- 
atre project officials, the commit- 
tee sleuth disclosed that one piece 
of equipment which could have been 
bought for $50 was ‘rented for seven 
weeks at $100 a week.’ A. B. Fedor, 
technical advisor on equipment and 
lighting for the city project was 
chiefly responsible for the waste, 
Burton declared. 

In one instance, the committee was 
told, four spotlights which ‘cannot 
be used’ were purchased at $1,000 
each. In another case workers in- 
formed Burton that Fedor refused to 
employ an electrician because he 
would not buy equipment from a 
certain lighting company. 





Charges before the House investi- 
gating committee that Federal Thea- 
tre production costs in New York 
had been excessive were denied 
yesterday (Tuesday) by Paul 
Edwards, local Federal Arts Projects 
administrator. He contradicted testi- 
mony that four spotlights had been 
bought by Abe Feder for $1,000 each. 











ERNEST C. ROLLS 
VIOLET CARLSON 


AS THE STAR 
of his Newest Sensational Hit Show 
The Famous ; 
LONDON CASINO REVUE 
Now raving wie Majesty’s Theatre, 
Melbourne, Australia 
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| ‘Children’ Orphaned by Barrymore — 
Up. Money Opens 


Illness; ‘Fever 
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Chicago, June 6. 

Two new shows in town. ‘One for 
the Money’ opened at the Harris 
last night (Monday), moving in on 
quick notice after closing its New 
York run. On Sunday night (4) the 
second of the stock series at 
the Civic theatre got underway with 
Margaret Wycherly playing the lead 
in revival of ‘13th Chair’, _ 

‘My Dear Children’, which had 
clicked at the b. o., took a blow be- 
Jow the belt last week when the cur- 
tain failed to ring up Tuesday night 
(30) due to the sudden illness of 
John Barrymore. However, the play 
resumed last night (Monday), with 
Barrymore back. . 

Federal Theatre Project opens ‘As 
You Like It’ at the Blackstone on 
Thursday (8) as the third and final 
of its Shakespearean series, which 
has proven a winner. ‘Like It’ runs 
three weeks at the Blackstone, then 
shifts to the U. of Chicago for two 
performances. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘My Dear Children’, Selwyn (4th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Only one per- 
formance (Monday) last week, and 
that drew a nifty $1,750. Show re- 
sumed last night (Monday). 


Revival 
‘Petticoat Fever’, Civic (3d-final 
week) (800; $1.65. With Guy Rob- 


ertson in lead, revival of comedy had 
fair stay and wound up final session 
to profitable $5,000. ; 





June 12 Brews 
A Bitter Fight 


Election of officers for the The- 
atrical Managers, Agents and Treas- 
urers union will be held Monday 
(12) and as the date approaches, 
campaigning for the regular and in- 
dependent or opposition tickets in- 
creases. More circulars are being 
sent out, in addition to letters signed 
by several candidates individually. 

Most recent circular, in support of 
the present administration which is 
up for re-election, was issued by the 
‘press agents group number one,’ 
composed of road or advance men as 
differentiated from the Broadway 
p.a.’s. Appeal is principally to out 
of town members who are reminded 
that the group consists of agents 
‘who have been visiting your city for 
years—men whom you know, and 
who know you, and who want to see 
that your interests are protected as 
well as their own.’ 

Broadway p.a.’s and the road 
agents chapters are sharply divided, 
the dispute being centered on the 
so-called multiple job issue. It is 
contended that the New Yorkers 
seek to perpetuate ‘certain special 
privileges which they now enjoy in 
violation of the cardinal union prin- 
ciple of one job to one person,’ as 
long as any fellow members are un- 
employed. Alleged that the inde- 
pendents are using ‘expensive open 
p-opaganda, marked by violent per- 
sonal abuse, bitter invective and 
gross distortion of facts and by re- 
sort to a vicious whispering cam- 
paign.’ 

The multiple job issue apparently 
doesn’t impress others as much as 
the road agents. Several of Broad- 
way’s leading agents have been hand- 
ling more than one show, but are 
required to engage assistants, some 
of whom are said to receive better 
salary in such berths than before the 
p.a.’s banded together. 

One of the personal letters, sent 
out by William Fields, indie candi- 
dete for vice-presidency, is much 
more moderately phrased. Saying: ‘I 
will try to spare you the extrava- 
gZance of expression that seems to 
te a fixture in politica! statements,’ 
then explained that he accepted the 
nomination ‘because I believe whole- 
heartedly in the ticket on which I 
am running and in the firm belief 
that there is a necessity for a change 
in the present administration of our 
affairs.’ 

Secondary issue is that of a pro- 
Posed constitutional change which 
would reduce the quorum from 101 
to 65 members present. Opponents 
of the amendment say that if the 
smaller quorum were permitted it 
might place the whole union at the 
‘mercy’ of ‘a small Pew York 





Streets Paris’ Nifty 
106, 5 Shows, in Hub 


Boston, June 6. 
‘Streets of Paris’, the new Shubert- 
Olsen-Johnson revue aimed _ at 
World’s Fair Trade in New York, 
grabbed good money in first five per- 
formances last week. 
‘Yokel Boy’, new Lew Brown 
musical, is booked for June 19 preem, 
and Federal Theatre has announced 
‘Trial of Dr. Beck’ for the 20th. Noth- 
ing else slated for the near future. 

Estimate For Last Week 

‘Streets of Paris’, Shubert (1,590; 
$3.30)—Got good press, with reserva- 
tion that it needed cutting. With no 
opposition, grossed very well. Drew 
about $10,000 for first five shows, 
dandy. 


"AMERICAN WAY’ 
QUITS FOR 5 
WEEKS 


‘The American Way,’ Center, N.Y., 
is among this week’s withdrawals, 
but performances are being sus- 
pended, not terminated. Season’s 
most costly production is dated to 
resume July 17 and the boxoffice 
of the Radio City theatre will be 
kept open for advance sale and ex- 
change or redemption of tickets 
calling for dates after this week. 

‘Way’ topped Broadway until sev- 
eral weeks ago and _ operating 
profits mounted until the slump 
started. Expected upturn is unlikely 
to materialize until schools close and 
vacations start and the show man- 
agement decided not to dissipate 
earnings in the interim. 

Patriotic drama produced by Sam 
H. Harris and Max Gordon aver- 
aged $40,000 weekly for the first 10 
weeks. Business was 50% off when 
suspension was ordered. 

‘Family Portrait’ will also close at 
the Morosco, N.Y., Saturday (10) 
after playing 14 weeks. Religious 
drama is among shows’7 which 
dropped the price of tickets and re- 
duced salaries in an effort to sur- 
vive the slump. Takings were mod- 
erate at best and last week was esti- 
mated under $4,000. 














FAMILY PORTRAIT 

Opened March 8, 39. Opinion 
was divided in rating this drama 
about the family of Christ. 
Watts (Tribune) saw ‘a shrewdly 
constructed piece of playwrit- 
ing.’ Whipple (World-Telegram) 
described it as ‘a picture that 
becomes one of the most mov- 
ing expressions of truth and 
beauty I have ever seen in the 
theatre.’ Atkinson (Times) 
deemed it ‘an idea only great 
writers can hope to translate... 
Mr. and Mrs. Cowen are not that 
creative. Anderson (Journal) 
wrote, ‘it lacks deep feeling and 
imagination. Variety (Ibee) 
said, ‘doesn’t impress as being 
dramatic enough.’ 








‘The Boys from Syracuse’ ends its 
engagement at the Alvin, N. Y., Sat- 
urday (10) after 29 weeks. Musical 
operated profitably until about a 
month ago, when the scale was cut, 
after which expenses were revised 
downward. During the winter 
weekly takings bettered $26,000, but 
recently the pace dropped to around 
the $10,000 level. 





BOYS FROM SYRACUSE 

Opened Nov. 23, '38. Critics 
were unanimous in praising the 
George Abbott-Rodgers and 
Hart musical. Atkinson (Times) 
termed it ‘a beautiful feast of 


rollicking mummery.’ Winchell 
(Mirror) ‘breathlessly recom- 
mended.’ Anderson (Journal) 


wrote ‘one of the town’s indis- 
-pensable amusements.’ Whipple 
(World-Telegram) saw the en- 
try ‘as the greatest musical com- 
edy of its time.’ Variety (Abel) 
thought it ‘highly palatable mu- 
sical fare.’ 








York World’s Fair, ‘The Hot Mikado’ 





crowd,’ 


ended its Broadway engagement et 


LEO ST PS TTT 


weeks. Rated much superior than 
‘Swing Mikado,’ which started as a 
WPA-er and later turned commer- 
cial, the ‘Hot’ version fared well un- 
til the general slump set in on 
Broadway. It averaged $14,000 up 
to that time, then eased off. Ex- 
pected to be a draw at the Fair’s 
Hall of Music, where it’s dated to 
resume June 20. 

‘The Brown Danube’ stopped at 
the Lyceum after two and one half 
weeks of lean business, Serious play 
came in much too late in the season, 
during which other anti-dictator 
dramas failed to click. 


Follies Paces 
| Frisco, $16,000; 
Kiss Boys’ Out 


| 











The much-doctored ‘Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies’ managed to get top biz among 
| the fiesh shows in town or on 

‘Caval- 


} 
| San Francisco, June 6. 


Treasure Island last week. 
cade of Golden West,’ the big out- 
door expo show, was next. Both 
shows improved coincidentally with 
increased expo biz. ‘Follies’ show, 
however, is lagging way behind 
‘Folies Bergere,’ which exited a few 
weeks ago, from the California Audi- 
torium. 

‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ ended its 
three-week stay at the Geary Satur- 
day (3). ‘Two a Day,’ the Federal 
Theatre Project offering at the 
Alcazar, is a hit and looks set for a 
long run. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Kiss Boys Geedbye,’ Geary (3d- 
final week) (1,550; $2.75). Posting of 
closing notice and Memorial Day 
matinee held take at about $7,000. 
House goes dark until ‘William Tell,’ 
with the Continental Players, comes 
here latter part of month. 


TREASURE ISLAND 


‘Cavalcade of Gelden West,’ Caval- 
cade (14th week) (5,000; $1.10). Per- 
fect weather and four big days re- 
sponsible for hefty $15,000. 

‘Ziegfeld Fellies,’ California Audi- 
torium (2d week) (3,300; $1.10). ‘Fol- 
lies’ given a big piay the first part of 
last week. However, a letdown set in 
after Memorial Day. Take for week 
came to $16,000 for 24 performances. 


WPA 


‘Twe a Day,’ Alcazar (3d week) 
(1,259; $1.10). Cavalcade of vaude- 
ville a worthy successor to ‘Run 
Li'l Chillun,’ previous FTP offering 
at the Alcazar. Doing good biz. 


Hampden-‘Town’ Okay 
4G in Maplewood Finale 


Maplewood, N. J., June 6. 

The Maplewood theatre closed its 
doors last week, after a 46-week 
season, with Walter Hampden in 
‘Our Town, Excellent notices and 
good houses breught over $4,000 for 
the five-day engagement, starting 
Tuesday (30), one of the taueatre’s 
best grosses in recent months. 

The Maplewood is dark until the 
Federal Theatre Project’s ‘Pinoc- 
chio’ comes in week of June 19. 





the Broadhurst Saturday (3) after 11/ 


Heat Another Factor in Slump E as 
On Bway as 5 More Shows Quit: 
Even Hellz’ 276, ‘Story’ 226, Drop 





A heat wave the first three days 


to Broadway. Previously one or two 
sock shows were able to reach capac- 
ity, even in face of the slump, but 
none did so last week. In addition, 
there were more low gross marks. 
Result was that five more shows 
dropped out, or are about to do so. 
Two were yanked Saturday (3) and 
at least three will depart this week- 
end, one, however, suspending for 
five weeks. Coming week’s list will 
total not more than 12 shows, one 
new attraction being due. 

Weather has been an important 
factor in the seasonal decline. There 
has been comparatively little rain 
since the opening of the Fair, but 
the latter alone did not benefit, for 
there was a rush to the country and 
the beaches. Showmen figured that 
rain would help the theatre. 

The leading ‘Hellzapoppin’ drew 

standee business on Memorial Day 
afternoon, when business was bad 
generally, but it eased off at night 
and the week’s takings were under 
the previous average, approximating 
$27,000. Drama leader, “The Phila- 
delphia Story,’ edged off from its 
sellout pace, being quoted under $22,- 
000. Four or five other shows, while 
| affected, turned in quite profitable 
| statements, however. 
_ Notable in this week’s withdrawals 
is ‘The American Way,’ which plans 
to resume July 17 at the Center. ‘The 
Boys from Syracuse’ quits the Alvin 
and ‘Family Portrait’ closes at the 
Morosco. Added folds last week 
were ‘The Brown Danube,’ Lyceum, 
and ‘Hot Mikado,’ Broadhurst, but 
the latter show is slated to relight 
shortly at the Fair. 

‘Streets of Paris’ comes to the 
Broadhurst next week. Musical has 
gotten favorable reports in Boston. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Abe Linceln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 
(34th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). One of 
best money-getters, but did not 
escape drop mostly because of heat 
first three days last week; $14,000. 


‘Boys from Syracuse,’ Alvin (29th 
week (M-1,325; $3.30. Final week; 
was expected to weather the sum- 
mer; with other good things, last 
week was new low; under $10,000. 


Family Portrait, Morosco (14th 
week) (D-691; $2.20). Final week; 
despite good press break, business 
limited; around $4,000. 


‘Hellzapoppin’, Winter Garden 
(29th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Every- 
thing affected last week and no ex- 
ception here; but $27,000, plenty 
profitable for Broadway leader. 

‘Hot Mikado,’ Broadhurst. Closed 
Saturday (3); played 11 weeks; with 
production further built up, it’s due 
to relight at Hall of Music at the 
N. Y. World’s Fair in about two 
weeks; did well for a time, then 
slumped. 

‘I Must Leve Someone,’ Vanderbilt 
(18th week) (C-800; $3.30). Claims 
to be holding its own, one of few 
shows doing so, but grosses modest; 
around $6,000, okay for operation, 
but plenty in red. 

‘Leave It te Me,’ Imperial (3ist 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Though off 
former musical leader should span 
eer; last week estimated at $16,- 


‘No Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore 
(8th week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). Eased 








off again, but up with the better 





Refugees’ ‘Wm. Tell Dives in L. A. 
Fiddle’ Big $22,000; ‘Road’ OK 86 


aa ee 





Los Angeles, June 6. 

While business at both Philhar- 
monic auditorium and Biltmore was 
hefty, ‘William Tell, presented by 
The Continental Players, European 
refugees, at the El Capitan, Holly- 
wood, was dismal. Venture was os- 
tensibly sponsored by prominent 
names in film industry, but after 
opening night, when a gala crowd 
attended, biz dropped to almost noth- 
ing. 
Fifty performers and half as many 
house attaches were left high and 
dry for salaries, with Boris Charsky 
| holding frequent huddles with mon- 
| ied ‘interests in hope of raising suffi- 
cient cash to move outfit to San 
Francisco where it’s booked to open 
| Monday (12). 
| Henry Duffy’s ‘Mrs. Lincoln’ at 
| Wilshire-Ebell folded after six nights 
land three matinees. 
Estimates for Last Week 











week) (D-1,654; 150). Piled up 
another okay $8,000 on second week. 
Marking its 18th stanza in town 
over two seasons. Has one more to 


go. 

‘William Tell’, El Capitan, Holly- 
wood (D-1,560; $2.20). European 
refugees folded their English presen- 
tation of European drama after week 
and half, mostly under sponsorship. 
Attendance after $5.50 premiere fell 
brutally with nightly grosses running 
around $50 and $60 for total take of 
around $1,000. Future of venture un- 
certain. 

‘Mes. Lincoln’, Wilshire-Ebell 
(D-1,294; $1.65). Folded after single 
week doing less than $2,000. Henry 
Duffy produced, featuring Dale Win- 
ter (Mrs. Duffy) with balance of 
cast mostly students. 


WPA 
‘Run Lil Chillun,’ Hollywood Play- 
house. Winds up June 10, ending 





‘The Cat and the Fiddle’, Philhar- | 48th week in Los Angeles. All-Negro 


imonic Auditorium 


etta for fourth (final) week (cur- 
Charles Thomas. 


‘Tebacece Read’, Biltmore (2d 


(M-2,700; $2.20). | musical playing on summer schedule | 
| Caught on and aided by holiday biz|with performances only Thursday, | 
piled up better than $22,000. Oper- peer Ag Saturday nights last week | 
and this. 
Although it’s booked for the New | rent) is ‘Gypsy Baron,’ starring John | 


Take last week slim $400. 
‘The Big Blow,’ Mayan. Only two 


| performances last week, Friday (2) 
jand Saturday rights (3). 


$150. 


last week delivered aiother wallop | $ 





offerings and turned excellent profit; 
17,000. 


‘The American Way,’ Center (20th 
week) (D-3,433; $3.30). Plenty af- 
fected after leading Broadway for 
some time; last week around $19,000; 
lays off Saturday for five weeks; re- 
lights July 17. 

‘The Little Foxes’, National (17th 
week) (D-1,164; $3.°9). Dramatic 
standout also was socked last week 
but turned in total around $14,000, 
still quite profitable. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(llth week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Even 
straight-show leader was hit at some 
performances; takings quoted slight- 
ly under $22,000. 

‘The Brown Danube,’ Lyceum. 
Stopped Saturday (3); had little 
chance with its late season entry; 
played two and one-half weeks. 

‘Tobacco Read,’ Forrest (287th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Lead role 
again changed with James Barton 
back, replacing Eddie Garr; eurrent- 
ly getting low marks of its engage- 
ment; under $3,000. 

‘What a Life,’ Mansfield (60th 
week) (C-1,059; $3.30). Has been 
getting by with cut rates; around 
$3,500 last week. 


REVIVAL 
‘Outward Bound,’ Playhouse (25th 
week) (D-873; $3.30). Has been 


averaging $6,000, but slipped under 
that last week; slated to stick into 
August, hovvever. 

ADDED 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor 

(79th week). Comparatively better 
than other attractions, but needs 
little to operate profitably; around 
$4,500. 

WPA 


‘Life and Death of 
Elliot. 

‘Sing for Your Supper,’ Adelphi. 

‘Pinecchio,’ Ritz. 


‘ROSE-MARIE’ CLICKS IN 
ST. L. AL FRESCO BOW 


St. Louis, June 6. 

With $200,000 worth of improve- 
ments nearly completed, 21st sea- 
son of al fresco entertainment in 
the Forest Park 10,000-seat play- 
house conducted by the Municipal 
Theatre Assn., got under way Friday 
(2) with ‘Rose Marie.’ Despite 
threats of rain, gross was about $5,- 
000 for the opener, Nancy McCord, 
fave of several seasons, and Lansing 
Hatfield, a newcomer, clicked as the 
leads. Lester Allen, diminutive 

, an, also making his bow, 
clicked along with Robert Chisholm, 
—- new face, and Norma Gallo, 

ncer. 


‘Rose Marie’ runs for 10 nights. 
Rest of sked will be limited to seven 
performances. First local ‘showing 
of ‘Queen High’ begins Monday (12). 


Engagements 


Jackson Woolley, Eleanor Cough- 
ron, William Cope, Ruth McCormick, 
Arthur Davison, J. P. Cahn, Alfred 
Anderson, Marquette (Mich.) Sum- 
mer theatre (regular company ). 

Ralph Holmes, Phil Silvers, Almira 
Sessions, ‘Yokel Boy.’ 

Mary Hopper, Muriel Pearce, 
Wyman Pendleton, Edward Gilmore, 
Diana Cheswick, Rodney Creede, A. 
Berton Enion, William Pond, Paul 
Bedford, Thomas Murray, Patricia 
Jameson, Barbara Ketchum, Robert 
Perry, Robert C. Currier, Garrick 
players, Kennebunkport, Me. (regu- 
lar company). 
Charlies Kullman, “The Yeomen of 
the Guard,’ Central City, Col. 

Saralie Bodge, Frank Evans, Chris- 
topher King, John Hannan, James 
McNeil, Richard Warren, Virgil 
Scardins, Marion Haase, Helen John- 
son, Iris Gabrielle, Elizabeth Cox, 
Leonard Altobell, Rochester Summer 
theatre, East Avon, N. Y. ‘(regular 
company ). 

Robert Elwyn, Velma Royton, 
Richard Bowler, Edith Gresham, 
Donald McHenry, Margaret Randall, 
John Barrare, Betty Malleck, Peter 
Adams, or! Berry, Robert 
Whitehead, Woodstock (N. Y.) play- 
house (regular company). 

Viola Blakeley. John Oliver, Casey 
Walters, Helen Walker, Don Glenn, 
Almera Carroll, David Koser, Fred 
Cornell, Red Barn theatre, Westboro, 
Mass. (regular company). 

Zamah Cunningham, Ernest Wood- 
ward, Gordon Alderman, Dorothy 
Neumann, Helen Marcy. Vanguard 
vlayers. Red Barn theatre, Locust 
Valley, L. L 

Frances Bavier. William White- 
head, Grace Matthews, Julie Grant, 
Hale Norcross, Kendall Clark, North 
Shore players, Marblehzad, Mass. 
(recular company). 


Stage 


American,’ 
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Page Milquetoast’s Relatives 


Ken, now a weekly at 10c., which 
started as a monthly at a quarter, 
made one of the biggest gains in 
circulation of any not wholly picture 
mag, in the periodical world, of the 
last two years. However, Ken, 
aimed at the isms, has been up 
against a peculiar proposition as re- 
gards advertising, which may be 
compared, in radio, to the position 
of Boake Carter, with one of the 
greatest of audiences. Carter went 
out, partly, because advertisers fear 
to harm themselves because of asso- 
ciation with an argument arousing 
mag or person against various blocs, 

As to Ken, advertisers may agree 
with the stand taken by the mag, 
really against un-American activi- 


ties, and the dictators, almost echo- | 
ing F.D.R., but, as advertisers, they | 
So 
Ken, as a monthly, so far has not | 
been able to swing the advertising | 


figure it is safer to be neutral. 


to go with size and circulation. This, 
say agency circles, is what a mag 
of controversy creates—and that na- 
tional advertisers are all relatives of 
Milquetoast. 





Writers Hold a Congress 


Three-day American Writers Con- 
gress in N. Y., which concluded Sun- 
day (4), saw writers sound militant 
call against fascism, hold up radio 
and the documentary film as power- 
ful new creative forces for the scrib- 
bler, and agreement that assemblage 
of literary exiles in N. Y. has made 
the metropolis the cultural center of 
the world. 

In round-table discussion on major 
fields of writing, ‘new intelligence’ 
was seen in films, with ‘fight on on 
the part of the writers for the pos- 
session of the film as a medium of 
education.’ 

Congress, held under the auspices 
of the League of American Writers, 
voted collaboration with similar or- 
ganizations in North and South 
America into a Pan-American Lea- 
gue of Writers. Resolution favored 
creation of an annual prize for best 
radio writing of the year, similar to 
Pulitzer- awards in other fields of 
writing. 

Donald Ogden Stewart re-elected 
prez of the League, and Thomas 
Mann honorary prez. Other officers 
elected are Van Wyck Brooks, Louis 
Bromfield, Malcolm Cowley, Lang- 
ston Hughes, Errest .-Hemingway, 
Vincent Sheean, Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher, George Seldes, Upton Sin- 
clair and John Steinbeck, vice- 
presidents; Franklin Folsom, exec 
sec; Jerome E. Brooks, treasurer, 
and Rolfe Humphries, sec. 





Press Feud in Twin Cities 


One of the most ‘belittlin’’ mailing 
pieces ever go'ten up by one rag 
against another popped out in the 
Twin (Minneapolis-St. Paul) Cities 
Thursday (1), when The Minneap- 
olis Tribune practically declared 
open warfare against the Minne- 
apolis Star. 


Decorating the left-hand side of 
the 24x18” inside spread of the Tri- 
bune’s 4-page folder was a reproduc- 
tion of the Star’s May 24 front page. 
Red arrows pointed to two headlines, 
the 8-col. banner line: ‘Governor, 
King Shake Hands at Winnipeg’; and 
‘SUB’ 
On the opposite, right- 
hand, page of the folder, the Trib 
reproduced its own front page with 
‘Mix-Up Keeps 
Stassen From Royal Reception; and 
*33 Saved From Sunken Sub; Other 


a 5-col, 
ALIVE!’ 


head: ‘ALL ON 


its McCoy heads: 


26 Given Up As Dead.’ 


Above the Star’s reproduced front 
page runs this legend: ‘If This Is the 
New Stream-lined Editorial Tech- 
(and over the Trib’s 
front page, this legend, in red type) 


nique...’ 


*We’'ll Stick to the Old!’ 


At the bottom of the folder ap- 
pears: ‘The Minneapolis Tribune be- 
lieves that the first obligation of a 
newspaper to its readers is accu- 


Tacy in reporting the news.’ 


The back panel reprints a clipping 
George Gallup: ‘The 
Minneapolis Star is A DECADE 
AHEAD.’ Comments the Trib: ‘May- 
The Star 
was certainly a decade ahead when 
it told its readers that all the men 
aboard the sunken submarine Squa- 
lus were safe. The Star was certainly 
ahead 
when in the same issue it told its 
readers how Governor Stassen shool: 
hands with the King in Winnipeg.’ 


quoting Dr. 


be the Doctor is right. 


a decade, and then some, 





Margaret Mitchell’s Future 


Ever since ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
jumped into the class of literary 


phenomenons, rumors have been rife 
as to the writing future of its author, 
Reports have 


Margaret Mitchell. 
ranged all the way from the allega- 


tion that she will forego any more 
scribbling as the result of the stren- 
uous task on her notable book, to the 


assertion that she has almost com- 
pleted a sequel. 

Truth is that since the first appear- 
ance of G.W.T.W. early in 1936, 
author has been living in such a 
whirlwind that she’s done no writing 
of any kind except letters, and could 
have done no writing even if her 
life had depended on it. 

Statement is hers, and she points 
out writing requires at least at little 
leisure and in past three years she’s 
had less than no leisure at all. With 
all the work, correspondence and 
business responsibilities brousht on 


been out of the question, she adds. 


willing to let the future take care of 
itself. What she'll do when her life 
settles back into its normal channels 
and she has a little uninterrupted 
time, she honestly doesn’t know. Her 
decision as to any future writing will 
have to wait until that time arrives 
—happy’ time is the way she puts it. 








W. U. Cramped His Style 

A pout at Western Union is caus- 
ing Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., to file 
his 1,200 word daily syndicated col- 
umn to some 75 American dailies via 
Postal Telegraph. It started last last 
; week when the writer wired Major- 
| General Moseley, testifying before the 
| Dies un-American activities commit- 
|tee, that he (Vanderbilt) thought 
Moseley was a dumbbell, or some- 
thing along those lines. After hold- 
ing up the wire, to which Vanderbilt 
had signed with his full name, W. U. 
lattorneys informed him that they 
thought it might subject them to 
libel, hence they didn’t transmit the 
wire. 
Vanderbilt sailed Saturday (3) for 
Danzig, by way of Sweden, and 
thence to Moscow, for Liberty mag, 
with whom he’s contracted. The 
mag expects some political fireworks 
in these zones, hence the assign- 
ments. Vanderbilt says he will also 
use Postal cable service from abroad, 
rather than Western Union, because 
of the same reason, 








‘Elsapoppin’’ Comic Strip 
Olsen and Johnson, who have as- 
sumed a number of extraneous ac- 
tivities since scoring in ‘Hellzapop- 
pin’, Winter Garden, N. Y., have 
added a comic strip which will be 
syndicated by Hearst’s King Fea- 
tures. It is the first new comic ac- 





by the book’s wide sale, writing has | 


As to the future, she declares she’s | 





cepted by the publisher in some 
time. 

Strip will be called ‘Elsapoppin’,’ 
based on girl character named Elsa. 
Arrangement calls for the comics 
supplying the artist and the team 
will write the material. Syndica- 
tion will be 50-50. 





Masculinity Thins Out 

For Men, the Fawcett mag, quits 
with its next issue, out next week, 
marking the demise of the last of the 
host of periodicals that followed in 
the wake of Esquire. Starting out as 
For Men Only, pub shortened its 
title to For Men some months ago. 
Edited since its inception by Fred 
Feldkamp, who stays on with the 
Fawcett organization for the time 
being. 

Among the strictly men’s mags 
that came into ‘being following Es- 
quire were, in addition to For Men, 
Mr., Man About Town, Stag, etc. 
Careers of most of them were brief. 





$250,000 Libel Suit 
Martin L. Sweeney, Ohio repre- 
sentative in the House of Represen- 


in N. Y. federal court Monday (5) 
against United Features Syndicate, 
Inc. 


racial prejudice against Jews in the 
Dec. 23, 1938, issue of ‘Washington 
Daily Merry-Go-Round,’ syndicated 
column by Drew Pearson and Rob- 
ert Allen. 





LITERATI OBITS 


Wilbur Webster Judd, 71, music 
and drama critic of the St. Paul Dis- 
patch since 1916, died May 29. Great- 
grandnephew of Noah Webster, he 
was a noted amateur ornithologist 
and wrote ‘Birds of Albany County.’ 
Worked on a number of papers in 
New York and Connecticut before 
going to St. Paul. 


William McKiernan, 66, retired 
night manager of the old N. Y. Her- 
ald, where he had worked for 25 
years, died May 27. Widow, son and 
daughter survive. 

Leonard E. Meyer, 52, organizer 
of the Meyer News Service, died 
May 28 at his home in Milwaukee. 
Meyer worked on the old Milwaukee 
Free Press and the Evening Wiscon- 
sin, serving the game for 34 years. 
Survived by his widow, mother. 


three brothers and three sisters. 


Lillie Hamilton French, 85, novelist 
and mag contributor, died Saturday 





tatives, filed a $250,000 libel action 


Sweeney claims he was accused of 


(3) at Newport, R. 1. Former mem- 
ber of the staff of Harper’s Bazaar 
and a contributor to that periodical 
for over 40 years, Miss French also 
wrote for other mags and authored 
a number of books. Survived by 
four nieces. 

Randall E. Howe, 48, president of 
the Howe Printing Co. and editor of 
the weekly Ripon ‘Wis.) Press, died 
June 2 at his home in Ripon, Wis. 

Edith Lombard Squires, 55, widely- 
published poetess, died Friday (2) at 
her home in Richmond, Va. Her 
poems had appeared in numerous 
mags and newspapers, and published 
in book form. Husband, four sons 
and a daughter survive. 





CHATTER 


Nora Waln has gone abroad. 

Daughter to the Ring Lardners. 

Jose Galvez, the Spanish poet,- 
in N.Y. 

Ralph Pulitzer hospitalized 

= 2 

Peadar O’Donnell, the Irish novel- 
ist, over here to lecture. 

Joseph Laurance Marx has sold 
another story to Cosmopolitan. 

Ross Williams, of the Vogue staff, 
the bride of Frank Eliot Sweetser. 

Newspaper Women’s Club hosting 
Hedda Hopper in Washington June 
21, 

Baynard Kendrick in from Hart- 
ford with several chapters of a new 
book. 

Creighton Peet has signed a con- 
tract with Hoit for a book on house 
building. 

Alan Anderson, of Farrar & Rine- 
hart, weds Sarah Morris Benjamin 
on June 17. 

Isobel Donald, the literary agent, 
off for 10 weeks in Europe on a hunt 
for material. 

Waldo Frank in Mexico to gather 
material for The Nation and Foreign 
Affairs pieces. 

Appleton-Century publishing soon 
novels by Sally Gibbs and by her 
dad, George Gibbs. 

Virgil Thompson has delivered to 
Morrow the manuscript of a new 
book on composers. 

Charles Biltt in N. Y. from ‘Tucson 
for a gander at the Fair and talks 
with the mag editors. 

Publication of Vincent Sheean’s 
‘Not Peace But a Sword’ postponed 
again, this time to July 28. 

Lee Shippey, t,he Coast columnist, 
has delivered a new novel to his 
publisher, Houghton Mifflin. 

Ken Crossen, former associate 
editor for Munsey, off for the Virgin 
Islands to spend a year at writing. 

Hugh C, MeVicker has retired after 
50 years as night telegraph editor 
of the Lincoln (Neb.) Star Journal. 

Ben Ames Williams the sort of a 
scribbler who does a mere 225,000 
words as the first draft of a new 
novel. 

Dr. Solomon Grayzel named edi- 
tor for the Jewish Publication So- 
ciety, succeeding the late Dr. Isaac 
Husik. 

July selection of the Literary 
Guild is Edward J. O’Brien’s ‘The 
50 Best American Short Stories: 
1915-1939.’ 





See ‘Consent’ 
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sions with leaders in other lines 
which are currently under Govern- 
ment fire. While aides denied the 
Commerce Department head is act- 
ing as an intermediary, the practices 
which the Justice Department wants 
prohibited by the courts were given 
a thorough discussion. Implied ‘go 
and sin no more,’ with Hopkins will- 
ing to convey any proposal which 
might serve as the basis for a con- 
sent decree, 

In view of Justice Department pol- 
icy, the meeting assumed extraordi- 
nary significance. According to re- 
cent pronouncements, the law en- 
forcers will not dicker with leaders 
of any trade being attacked in the 
courts. Hopkins, however, is in a 
position to find out how much the 
majors are willing to offer to escape 
the burden, both physical an finan- 
cial, of fightin, the D.J.’s plea for 
permanent injunction outlawing 
many basic trade practices and upset- 
ting the entire structure. He is ex- 
pected to consult with Prof. Thur- 
man Arnold, assistant attorney gen- 
eral in charge of anti-trust matters, 
and then report back to the film 
tophats. 

Other pressing mater also came 
up on the slate for discussions, such 
as: Foreign trade, with warticular re- 
gard for the mounting European and 
A:iatic barriers and the effort to ex- 
pand South American business: 
block-booking, a vital topic since the 
Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee has green-lighted the Neely 





bill, and the labor worries. 





in | 
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Col. Asks Suit Dismissal 
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to make a deal with Randforce for 
one-half the major product. This 


sponsible for the delays, by failing | offer was declined and met with the 


to give all the particulars. 


threat of erecting an opposition 


Donovan was the first speaker, and | house, six blocks from the Folly, 


his introductory statement told the 
| court that the bill which had been 
| furnished the majors was so inade- 
quate as to be no better than no bill 
| at all, and that the majors were in 
| the same position now as to what 
they had to defend, as they were 
before. 

He demanded specific particulars 
as to the duration of the violations, 
the names of the participants, the 
particulars of the alleged agree- 
ments and understandings, 
definition of terms. 

Donovan’s main complaint was 
that the bill of particulars invariably 
stated that the violations began 
somewhere between 1918-1930. It’s 
an old complaint—the necessity of 
looking through thousands of docu- 
ments to find violations was ad- 
vanced. In rebuttal, Williams stated 
that the Government is basing a large 
part of its case on circumstantial evi- 
dence, and has no knowledge of the 
exact time the agreements started, 
but hopes to prove through the re- 
sults that a monopoly is in effect, 
and that it commenced some time in 
the years mentioned. 

Donovan then declared that the 
Government either knew what it was 
talking about, or should not have 
brought the action until it did. 

Thomas D. Thatcher then took up 
the attack on Article 8, particulars 
of which were furnished a week ago. 
He cited the 55 cases mentioned 
there, and protested that unless the 
U. S. was blocked from adding oth- 
ers the defendants would never 
know when the limit was reached. 
Williams satisfied him on this point 
by declaring that the 55 were all 
the U. S. has at the moment, except 
those in which the persons involved 
had asked that their names not be 
given at the present time. 

Williams took up the defense and 
cited several cases notably, one of 
Supreme Court Justice Stone, to 
show that a further bill is unneces- 
sary. The Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral continued by declaring that he 
does not have personal knowledge of 





the affairs of the companies, and that 
they know far better thar he of the 
violations they are guilty of. He re- 
peated his statement of a crse built 
on circumstantial evidence, and de- 
clared that if Judge Bondy granted 
the application of the majors he 
would have to subpoer.a the files of 
each company and go through them 
to give them information they al- 
ready have. The majority of the 
U. S. case is built on previous ac- 
tions, and on records of the com- 
panies, declared Williams. 

Williams stated that he realized 
that events might have forced the 
majors into a monopoly through cut- 
throat competition, but under the 
anti-trust laws even a ‘benevolent 
monopoly’ is not allowed, he said. 

Donovan closed with his rebuttal, 
and Judge Bondy reserved decision 
with the promise of an early ruling. 


Folly, Brooklyn, Sues 
Randforce and Majors 


The Folly Amus. Holding Co., op- 
erators of the Folly, Brooklyn, filed 
a federal court suit in New York 
Friday (2) for $750,000 triple dam- 
ages under the Sherman anti-trust 
act against the Randforce Amuse- 
ment Corp., Samuel Rinzler, Louis 
Frisch, Loew's, Warner Bros., 20th- 
Fox, RKO Radio, Paramount, United 
Artists, Universal, Columbia, Mono- 
gram and Republic. 

The plaintiff states that the oppo- 
sition theatres in his zone are the 
Alba, Rainbow, Commodore and Re- 
public, operated by Randforce; 
Loew’s Broadway and the RKO 
Bushwick. 

The Folly Co. leased the theatre 
from Hyde & Behman for 10 years 
in December, 1933, to be operated by 
Shea Chain, Inc., and run third-runs 
plus vaudeville. 

In 1935, Frisch & Rinzler (Rand- 
force) allegedly approached the 
plaintiff and demanded a half in- 
terest in the theatre for nothing, 
with the threat of destruction of 
business if they did not yield. Folly 
refused and after rejecting an offer 
of Loew’s to supply product at an 
exhorbitant rate, it was assertedly 
forced to seek product from inde- 
pendents. In 1935 the company 
made a deal with Springer-Cocalis, 
who formed the Lyric Frolics, Inc.. 





the theatre. 





and a/| 








and took over the management of; play on a price arrangement set it 


seating 1,800, if a bid of $30,000 for 
a half interest was declined. Again 
the offer was rejected and Rand. 
force erected the Rainbow theatre 
in October, 1937. 

Through lack of product, the Fol. 
ly closed down from June-Septem- 
ber, 1937, and from May-September, 
1938. After a reopening in Septem. 
ber, 1938,.it was forced to close per. 
manently in November, 1938, with a 
loss of $250,000, and a forced dis. 
charge of 200 persons, including mu. 
sicians, ushers, cashiers, electricians, 
stagehands, actors, porters, etc. 

After being forced to close, Rand- 
force allegedly obtained the theatre 
for a fraction of the rental paid by 
the plaintiff, and is keeping it close 
in order to eliminate competition 
with the Alba and the Rainbow. 


WB- National 


(Continued from page 6) 

















best possible programs for the great. 
est possible return to both theatre 
and distributor, Skouras noted that 
many excellent pictures are not box- 
office in themselves, thus may be 
found on duals with others consid- 
ered of- ‘A’ classification. 

Answering Sears’ attack concern. 
ing showmanship, Skouras offered 
figures to show that film rental from 
Nationai amounted to $500,000 for 
Warners in 1932, but on the 1938-39 
season, for the same number of the- 
atres, it is $1,500,000. 

National head also stated that a 
two-year contract was entered into 
with WB for the 1937-38 and the 
1938-39 seasons. 





Arch Bowles’ Opinion 
San Francisco, June 6. 

In answer to the statement made 
by Gradwell Sears, Warner Bros. 
general sales manager, that dicker- 
ing with Fox-West Coast theatres 
over purchase of WB 1939-40 prod- 
uct had been broken off because of 
double billing its films with other 
full length features, A. M. Bowles, 
chief of the chain’s northern Cali- 
fornia division, said that dualing was 
not the issue in negotiations between 
F-WC and WB. Sears had made a 
published statement that such was 
partly the case. 


B’way-H’wood 
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missed since Hollywood withdrew 
from legit financing. Some show- 
men have discounted the benefit of 
picture coin in backing legit pro- 
duction, but the majority of man- 
agers are not in accord with such 
ideas. Re-entry of the film end is 
largely credited to younger show- 
men and department heads in the 
New York quarters of the picture 
industry. 
‘Wharton Wilk’ Vote Due 

Dramatists Guild council will 
probably vote on the so-called 
‘Wharton-Wilk plan’ next week. Ac- 
tion will be taken at a special meet- 
ing at a date to be fixed. Several 
other sessions have been held, but 
Sidney R. Fleischer, Guild attorney 
and film sales negotiator, has pre- 
viously been unable to attend and 
explain the legal points of the plan. 

If the council approves, the mat- 
ter will then be submitted to the 
Guild membership. If accepted by 
the members, it would then be sent 
to the League of New York Theatres, 
with whom the Minimum Basic 
Agreement is operative. If the Lea- 
gue approves the amendment, it 
would then be up to the Hollywood 
studios to cooperate. While none of 
the Guild council would predict 
what action the group would take, 
individual members indicate they 
favor the plan as far as they’ve con- 
sidered it. 

Under the plan, which was first 
suggested by John Wharton, the- 
atrical attorney, and developed in & 
series of conferences between Jake 
Wilk, of Warners; J. Robert Rubin, 
of Metro; Luise Sillcox, of the Dra- 
matists Guild, and Fleischer, 4 
way would be opened for the return 
of picture companies to Broadway 
financing. According to the plan, 
the backer of a legit production 
would buy the screen rights to the 


advance. Price would be based om 


The latter organization then tried ' the gross from the legit run. 
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Broadway 





Harry Sherman to Minneapolis. 

Frank Fay readying a turn for the 
niteries. 

Jean Muir motored to the Coast 
to visit her mother. 


Fred Wehrenberg, St. Louis ex- 
hibitor leader, in town. 


Wentworth P. Cann back to Bos- 
ton after a brief N. Y. visit. 

Grad Sears’ missus coming along 
nicely following a recent serious Op- 
eration. 

Jacques Grineff in from Europe 
after looking over product situation 
in France. 

Arthur Lowe, treasurer of the 
Nixon, Pittsburgh, among Broadway 
vacationists. 

Bill Watters assisting Will Yolen 
publicizing DuFour & Rogers Fair 
concessions. ; 

Jack Osterman at the Atlantic City 
hospital with pneumonia for past 
three weeks. 

Jules Levy is among the natives 
who have gone completely ‘tourist’ 
over the Fair. 

Billy Downs, Loew’s theatre exec, 
to the Coast for a month on private 
business and holiday. 

Sam Dembow, with 15 pounds off, 
fecling better than ever following a 
recent siege of illness. : 

Bill Raynor, many years in thea- 
tre operation but inactive for some 
time, in a Long Island hospital. 

Eddie Golden, v.p. in charge of 
sales at Monogram, is seeking to 
form an intra-sales force polo team. 

Sidney Whipple, World-Telly 
drama crick, sails shortly to cover 
the theatre in France and England. 

Zac Friedman leaves for the Coast 
by the end of the week, following 
Mae West out, with whom he is now 
associated, 

Connie Immerman, who used to 
own the Cotton Club and Connie’s 
Inn, is back at the C.C. now as 
maitre d’hotel. 

John Wright, managing director of 
the Rivoli, now maintains an icebox, 
with fixings, for visiting firemen and 
film salesmen. : 

Benita Collada, El Chico managing 
drector, is also running the Fair’s 
Argentine Pavilion restaurant for 
that government 

T. X. Jones, Paramount executive 
at the home office, taken to the hos- 
pital Thursday night (1), suffering 
from doubie penumonia. ; 

Jules Levy is planning a Fair 
affair for the RKO conventioneers 
after the sales sessions at the West- 
chester country club, Rye, N. Y. 

An anti-boxing movement has 
started in Connecticut as result of 
the fiasco between Nathan Mann and 
Al McCoy in Bridgeport recently. 

Charles Siegferth, former news- 
paperman, now freelancing, and Al- 
bert Malangone, ghosting a life of 
Belle Livingstone, speakeasy era 
hostess. 

The Moe Siegels back to the Coast. 
The Republic exec has been on a 
West Indies cruise while the missus 
has been sight-seeing Gotham with 
the kids. ; k 

Gregory Dickson, publicity direc- 
tor for Samuel Goldwyn since May 
1, resigned and left for a vacation in 
Maine. Plans to return west in about 
six weeks. 

P. L. Palmerton, managing director 
for Western Electric of London, and 
John Riley, chief engine>r there, due 
in New York for home office 
huddles this week. 

Regina Crewe resigned as N. Y. 
Journal-American film reviewer to 


nurse her husband, Herb Cruikshank, 


who may go to the Coast for his 
health. She plans doing scripting 
there. : 

Alex Finn, new International Casi- 
no boss, knows he has a staggering 
nut with the Harry Richman-Milton 
Berle-George Hale revue. but counts 
on the ballyhoo to build it up for 
the Fair influx. 

Lee Stewart en route to the Coast. 
For many years he was in charge of 
casting at the Warner Brooklyn 
studio which has closed down per- 
manently, with all WB shorts pro- 
duction moved west. 

With four big United Artists shows 
coming up, Monroe Greenthal taking 
his vacation this week, motoring- 
golfing for 10 days, thence back to 
the grind. Lynn Farnol vacationing 
on a week-end schedule. : 

’Taint so, says Lauritz Melchior, 
that he and Kirsten Flagstad have 
been feuding. Says they're just a 
couple of pals, discrediting stories 
that the Met singers had been at 
sword’s points behind the scenes. 

Le Ruban Bleu, above Theodore’s, 
remaining open all summer this year. 
Same reason: the fair influx. Reason 
No: 2: unsettled conditions abroad, 
hence Herbert Jacoby isn’t going to 
Paris this year to reopen the Ruban 
Bleu near the Champs-Elysees. 

Steamship lines and foreign travel 
bureaus putting the heat on this 
season to encourage European tour- 
ism, bally-hooing that ‘war scares’ 
are no more. Took a beating last 
year. Besides. both Fairs in U. S. 
this year will keep ’em home. 

Joe Pani, vet restaurateur, who 
built the Castles, Long Beach, for 
Vernon and Irene Castle, and op- 
erated Woodmansten Inn for 22 

ears, doing a comeback with an 

ast 63d street straight restaurant 
which opened last night (Tues). 

G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, WOR’s 
Pp.a. and special features chief, re- 
Sumed an old spot last Sunday (4) 
in the choir of St. John the Divine 


on Morningside Heights and sang 
second bass. Johnstone 25 years ago 
was the choir’s top solo boy soprano. 





Paris 





Constance Bennett in town. 
Geraldine Fitzgerald in from U. S. 
Louise Fazenda in from New York. 


The Philip Barrys at their Cannes 
villa. 


Thornton Wilder browsing in 
Paris. 

Latest American invader is Lew 
Ayres. 

Richard Tauber concerted at Salle 
Pleyel. 


Father, 84, of French actor Charles 
Vanel, has died. 

Rene Clair’s next picture to be 
‘Air Pur, Ex-Clarte.’ 

Marius Bagger, 84, French com- 
poser and director, dead. 

Fernand Gravet reportedly yearn- 
ing to become a film director. 

French comic Richadel and Andree 
Clairy, music hall luminary, wed. 

Jacques Feyder just completed ‘La 
Loi du Nord’ (‘Law of the North’). 

New Yorker Andy Riter, Jr., at 
the Ambassadeurs as singer and m.c. 

Maurice Chevalier made honorary 


member of Society of Swedish 
artists. 
Jean Renoir just completed ‘La 


Regle du Jew’ (The Rules of the 
Game’). 

Charles Boyer expected from 
Hollywood July 22 to begin work on 
‘Le Corsaire.’ 

Le Francais, dedicated wholly to 
French pictures opens Sept. 1. Jack 
Haik is director. 

Work begun on Sacha Guitry’s ‘Ils 
Etaient Neuf Celibataires’ (‘There 
Were Nine Bachelors’). 

Sessue Hayakawa gave Japanese 
Dance Recital at Archives Inter- 
nationales de la Dance. 

Leopold Stokowski will conduct 
Paris Symph here for American Aid 
Society benefit June 16. 

American dancers Jack Holland 
and June Hart in from New York to 
appear at Ambassadeurs. 

E. A. Algazy, Rumanian-born pro- 
ducer, holder of the Croix de Guerre, 
just been given Legion of Honor. 

British have censored French film, 
‘Entente Cordiale,’ depicting life of 
Queen Victoria and Edward VII. 

Jeanne d’Are honored at Theaire 
de la Passion, Belfort, in six-hour 
pageant, with 600 actors taking part. 

Samy Siritzky off to London with 
brother Joe and father Leon to 
dicker for a new theatre in which to 
project French films. 

Paris Opera Comique Co. went to 
Lille for opening of the Belgian 
International Exposition, where it 
gave ‘Pelleas et Melisande.’ 

Ministry of Finance approved in- 
crease in cinema admission prices in 
France but insists in placing a ‘con- 
trolleur’ in each showplace. 

French authors Andre Maurois and 
Jules Romains in from New York. 
On same boat were Jan Kiepura and 
Hungarian wife Marta Eggerth. | 

Reine Paulet off for South America. 
Will sing French songs for next three 
months in Rio, Sao Paulo and Buenos 
Aires. Plans to go to N. Y. in January. 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 


, Albert Sandler has sailed for Eng- 
and. 

Artur Rubinstein.: the concert 
pianist, making South African tour 
for African Consolidated. 

‘Drums’ (UA) pulled capacity at 
the Colosseum (African Cons. Thea- 
tres), Capetown. for two weeks. 

Wife of Jim Stodel, African Cons. 
Theatres branch manager in Durban, 
presented him with a daughter. 

Megan Taylor. iceskating cham- 
pion, here from England t, visit her 
father, who’s in charge of the ice 
revue, ‘Switzerland.’ She’s going to 
Australia with the show. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 














Grand theatre started Sunday mid- 
night shows. ; 

Time Magazine group meeting at 
Skytop Club June 6-9. ; ; 

Joseph Puchta’s swing string trio 
opened Saylor’s Lake tavern. 

Bernie Whitman’s band set for 
summer at DeSanto’s Shade-a-Rest 
inn, Pocono Summit. 

John White of Don-Al-Jon Boys, 
strolling unit, visited locally. Just 
closed winter season at Lawrence 
Hotel, Erie, Pa. 

Richard Crooks, Met. Opera tenor, 
will summer with his wife at re- 
cently purchased cottage on grounds 
of the Inn, Buck Hill Falls, Pa. | 

Margaret Sittig and Fred V. Sittig, 
concert artists, completed a five- 
month tour and are resting at Lake 
Mohonk Mountain house prior to re- 
turning to their summer home at 
Neola. 

Les Niles’ International Band and 


The Carmen, Minisink Hills, now 
under direction of Freddie Gilotti. 
Show included Prince Orlando, gui- 
tarist; the Singing Troubadour; Jean 
Shrives, tap dancer, and Al Jeanette, 
accordionist. 





the Paramount Rumba band opened | 


London 


Tim Whelan leasing villa at Cannes 
for the winter, 

Bing Crosby’s brother, Everett, in 
town on his honeymoon, 

Barr and Estes booked for next 
Palladium ‘Crazy’ show. opening in 
September. 

Gina Malo joining Repertory Play- 
ers at Playhouse, Oxford, for sum- 
mer season. 

‘Perfect Woman,’ originally due at 
the Comedv after tryout, laying off; 
to be recast. 





the Savoy hotel. 

Ballets Jooss opened their seventh 
season with a return visit to the Old 
Vic to a sock reception, 

Gali-Gali out of the Grosvenor 
House show after four weeks, re- 
placed by Fred Brezin. 

Phil Brandon, assistant director to 
Monty Banks, te South of France for 
couple of weeks vacation. 

Paul Lukas on the Con.inent for 
couple of weeks, but returning for 
more picture work in England. 

Alfred Goldstein back with the 
Erich Wollheim office after three 
years with the Whitcomb vaudeville 
agency. 

_Barry O’Brien taking over two 
Stoll music halls for the summer, 
and will present plays there with 
guest artists. 

William Sistrom to do a series of 
Hugh Clevely’s Archer characters 
for RKO in London, First to be 
‘Archer Plus 20’. 

Paul Lukas due for three pictures 
here, one for G&S Productions, an- 
other for Gabriel Pascal, and a third 
for George King. 

Florence Desmond gets star role 
with Max Miller in next Warner 
Bros. (London) picture, tentatively 
titled ‘Hoot Mon’, 

The Dolinoffs and Raya sisters, in 
from America after 12 weeks there, 
return to Broadway in Sept. to ap- 
pear in new musical. 

Michael Redgrave and Marie Ney 


Cummings in next Shakespearean 
season at the Old Vic. 

Greek Players, sponsored by Bri- 
tish Consul, to play short season in 
London, at His Majesty’s, opening 
June 19 with ‘Electra’. 

Associated British bought ‘Spring 
Meeting,’ recent Ambassador success, 
now touring the sticks. Picture goes 
into production July 1. 

Lee Ephraim’s new musical, star- 
ring Bobby Howes, will be titled 
‘Spring Madness,’ and will have 
Jerry Verno in the cast. 

Clive Brook will be starred in a 
filmization of Robert Morley’s play, 
‘Goodness, How Sad!,’ which recet- 
ly quit the West End after a run. 

Owen Nares off to Italy for vaca- 
tion following lengthy run of ‘Rob- 
ert’s Wife’. In the early fall he goes 
on a provincial tour with the play. 

Romney Brent to be featured in 
‘On the Night of the Fire,’ which 
Brian Desmond Hurst is directing 
for G&S. Production at Denham 
studios, starting May 30. 

‘Carroll Levis and His Radio Dis- 
coveries’ is picture Grand National 
(London) is doing. Shooting starts 
June 26 at Twickenham Film Stu- 
dios, with Red Davis directing. 

Hugh Williams replacing . John 
Gieldgud in ‘Dear Octopus,’ at the 
Queen’s. Hugh Sinclair originally 
dickered for but management could 
not get together with him on billing. 

The Granada picture house of 
Slough has instiuted a ‘Pavement of 
Fame,’ where film stars will make 
their hand and feet impressions in 
concrete, a la Grauman’s Chinese 
theatre, Hollywood. 

Harold Huth, former actor, and 
more recently casting director for 
Metro (London), has been signed by 
Associated British as a director. First 
effort will be remake of French film, 
‘Alert in the Mediterranean’. 

Before leaving for Denmark to ap- 
pear in ‘Hamlet’ at Elsinore, John 
Gielgud will star in six performances 
of the play at the Lyceum, ringing 
down the curtain on the famous old 
house July 1. The Lyceum is being 
razed, 

Maurice Cowan, editor at Odham’s 
Press, leaves London for New York 
June 7 en route to Hollywood on a 
special mission for Lord Southwood, 
world’s biggest publisher. His wife 
| (formerly Lore Leni) is accompany- 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 











Dan Katlin, of Lansdale, a visitor. 
Dolores O'Neill chirping again on 
| WCAU. 


the Showmen’s Club. 

Alan Scott to cover National Open 
golf this week for WCAU. 

Variety Club on summer sked, 
open only to midnight except on 
| Saturdays. 
| Helen Bauder, see to Charley 
Baines, Metro booker, weds June 23. 
She'll live in Boston. 

Louis Biaustein, National Screen, 
out of the hosp after week's treat- 
ment for eye trouble. 

Sherry Lee commuting between 





here for her chirp sessions. 
Tony D’Aquila has quit the Jam 


Robinson and Martin back after 12 | 
| weeks in Cannes to play fortnight at | 


to join Robert Donat and Constance- 


Session to pound the keys and ar- 
range for Leo Zollo at Rainbow Gar- 
dens. 

Earle Sweigert, Par manager, in 
Atlantic City last week for Show- 
men’s Variety jubilee meeting. 

Cliff Hall, piano-warbler formerly 
at the Bellevue here switches from 
Queen Mary to Mother Kelly’s, N. Y. 

Mask and Wig tunes completed 
and Clay Boland now working on or- 
chestrations for next year’s U. of P. 
show. 

New Stanton, Del., track—just 

about half an hour from town—at- 
tracting plenty of show biz trade 
}every day. 
Mrs. Lawrence Shubert Lawrence 
| recuping in Jewish hosp after slicing. 
Mrs. Louis Davidoff, wife of WB 
exec, knifed at Lankenau hosp. 

New offices have been opened by 
the American Federation of Actors 
local in the Shubert building. Local, 
which grew out of the United Enter- 
tainers’ Assn., was formerly housed 
in the latter’s quarters. 

Frances Eatman, of the line at 
Jack lLynch’s, doubling on vocals 
with Joe Frasetto’s band. Betty 
Brodel, who similarly doubled be- 
tween line and mike went into the 
Embassy Monday (5) as a chirper. 





Des Moines 


By R. W. Moorhead 





‘Val-Air,’ Archer’s 
room, to open soon, 

Ted Weems the last band of the 
Tromar ballroom season. 

Variety club planning a charity 
golf tourney last week in June. 

L. M. Garman assistant-manager of 
New Riverview park this season. 


Variety club will hold a charity 
golf tournament last week in June. 


S. Barrett McCormick and Ralph 
Rolan, of RKO h.o., visitors in town. 


Kendall Community players did 
“You Can't Take It With You’ to end 
the season. 

L. M. Garman named assistant 
manager to Irving Grossman of 
Riverview park. 

John Ross Winnie, managing di- 
rector of the Kendall Community 
theatre to be married June 4. 

Jack Mulhall and Jimmy Moore, 
test director for RKO, came to town 
to manage the ‘Gateway to Holly- 
wood’ contest. 

Mrs. Jimmy Pickett, of Hastings, 
Neb., won the title of Madame 
Tristaco in Tri-States ‘back seat 
drive’ this spring. 

Mary Little, radio editor for the 
Register and Tribune, and Gwen 
McCleary, with KSO and KRNT, do- 
ing New York this week. 

Mrs. Jimmy Pickett, of Hastings, 
Neb., won the ‘Madame Tristaco’ title 
in Tri-States ‘back seat drive’ for the 
wives of theatre managers in the 


chain. 
St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


outdoor ball- 








Variety Club will hold annual 
steamboat excursion Saturday (10). 


‘Call It a Day,’ opens second sea- 
son of Civic Theatre, local straw- 
hatter, June 20. 


Helen O'Connell, singer formerly 
with KSD, has taken screen test for 
20th-Century Fox. 


Don Ferrara and orch opened new 
enlarged and air condition El Patio 
Supper Club in Hotel Chase. 

Town Square theatre, atop of a 
west end office building, opens sea- 
son June 9 with ‘See Naples and Die.’ 
Six performances will be given. 

Nancy McCord, Annamary Dickey 
and Lansing Hatfield were featured 
songsters at annual dinner for guar- 
antors of Municipal Theatre. Lester 
Allen, m.c.’d program. 

George Blockburger, whose license 
to operate the Rex, a downtown 
nitery, was revoked a year ago, has 
again been cited by Excise Commis- 
sioner McDaniel when cops learned 
he was still operating the place un- 
der a license issued to a waitress. 








Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








Extreme heat 

curse. 

| George Weeks, Monogram general 

| sales’ manager, a visitor. 

| Harry Sherman in from New York 

|to distribute fight pictures. 
‘Drunkard’ being revived at Hotel 

'Commodore with 40c admission. 

| Bill Elson named toastmaster for 

|Allied States’ national convention 

| banquet. 

| A. Selby Carr, Paramount adver- 


latest boxoffice 


Minnesota. 

Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
| ager, back from an eastern business 
!and pleasure jaunt. 

| Emmy Nyberg and Gladys Mc- 
/Guire of 20th-Fox vacationing in 
northern Minnesota. 

| Minnesota Amusement Co. (Para- 
;mount Northwest circuit) to hold an- 
| nual managers’ convention at Breezy 
| Point, Minn., Aug. 15-17. 

| Jack Thoma, Columbia exploiteer, 
making Minneapolis his headquar- 


the Circlon Club, Easton, and KYW ters while working on Duluth, Su-| Theatres. 


/perior and LaCrosse runs of ‘Only 
‘Angels Have Wings.’ 


Hollywood 


Noel Madison in from England. 

Tito Guizar to Mexico by trailer. 

Ken Englund vacationing at Yose- 
mite. : 

Moe Siegel back from month's va- 
cation. 

Robert Wexley on Pennsylvania 
vacash. 





_ Luis Alberni around after long 
illness. 

Maxwell Stiles joined Metro 
flackery. 


| Mal St. Clair returned, from Hono- 
lulu vacash. 

Rudy Vallee bought $40,000 Holly- 
wood home. 

George ‘Daddy’ Hines celebrated 
82d birthday. 

Whitney Bolton recovering from 
major surgery. 

William K. Howard home 
week in hospital. 

John Ford and Henry King on 
Hawaiian holiday. 

Nat Finston tossed luncheon for 
Walter Damrosch. 

A. J. Carpenter improving after 
surgical operation. 

Albert Deane in from Manhattan 
for studio huddles. 

Vernon Caldwell joined Walt Dis- 
ney as talent scout. 

Redd Harper and Dorothy Mason 
formed new agency. 

Richard Lane summering in his 
trailer at Coral Beach. 

Lon Young back in prcduction, 
making commercial films. 

Johnnie Davis and his 
troupe left for eastern tour. 

Jack L. Warner hosted 30 members 
of French Trade commission. 

Jimmy Starr bedded by injuries 
sustained in badminton game. 

Comedians end Leading Men play 
ball for Mt. Sinai Hospital at Wrig- 
ley Field July 29. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


after 


revue 








Bill Maganotti has licked pneu- 
monia. 

Jules Lapidus’ older son convales- 
cing after appendectomy. 

Dave Rubinoff home for a couple 
of days to see his family. 

Manny Cohen has re-entered the 
nitery field with sepia El Congo. 

Phil Rubinoff making his third 
a at matrimony with a Detroit 


gal. 

Frank Shea off for Louisville, Ky., 
to stage series of outdoor operettas 
there. 

Frank Boles, of Willows staff, laid 
low, but not seriously so in auto 
crackup. 

Harry Ritz had a birthday, his 32d, 
during the trio’s engagement here at 
the Stanley. 

Al Shelleday, Al Kavelin’s croon- 
er, has diamond-ringed chorus girl 
Margie Noble. 

Kilbuck theatre’s Mark Andrews 
(J. Keith Lundy) trekked east for 
summer stock. 

Jules Lapidus’ oldest son is com- 
ing around after an emergency ap- 
pendix-clipping. 

Mike Shapiro home from Roch- 
ester, Minn., minus 15 pounds, but 
feeling fine again. 

Bill Maganotti has licked pneu- 
monia after the medicos had made 
him a 50-to-1 shot. 

Bea Saxon heading for coast soon 
to visit sister, Mrs. Ralph Freed, for- 
merly Gracie Saxon. 

Burlesk season at Casino ended 
Saturday (3) with all-colored show, 
‘Red Hot and Brown.’ 

Columbia exchange chief Art Levy 
named prez of Film Row Bowling 
league for next season. 

Connie Barleau quit hosp. on 
crutches to rejoin Bernie Cummins 
band at Virginia Beach. 

Mickey (Mrs. Charlie) Kurtzman 
home after World Fairing for a week 
with the Lou Goldbergs. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 








Jan Rubini 
Hoyts. 

Salici puppet show here from the 
U.S. for the Fullers. 

Luna Park will fold shortly for the 


still smash for the 


winter. Summer season has been 
good. 

Legit shows playing New Zealand 
ao ‘Women’ and ‘Hollywood 
otel.’ 


Lin Endean, trade newspaperman, 
has joined Universal as publicity di- 
rector. 

Jack Lester has taken charge of 
| production at Casino Revue in Mel- 
| bourne for ANZT. 
| Deanna Durbin still maintains pace 
'as one of the top b.o. stars through- 
(out Australia and New Zealand. 
| Capitol, Melbourne, controlled by 








Likker license has been granted to tising head here, fishing in northern Par, swinging to stage shows, with 


pictures. First booking is Roy Rene, 
| local buriesque comedian. 

| After a long holdout, Hoyts finally 
jreturned picture advertising to the 
|Daily Telegraph, Sydney. Fight 
started when D.T. upped rates. 

Roy Fox band booked by Greater 
| Union for a season in Sydney. Fox 
has been with Australian Broadcast- 
ing Commission for some time in 
| Melbourne. 
| ‘I Married An Angel’ premiered in 
| Sydney for Australian-New Zealand 
Jack Arthur, U.S. player, 
|out of the cast to join Casino Revue 
‘in Melbourne for ANZT. 





VARIETY 








OBITUARIES 


ae 


orchestra in Los Angeles, he was a | the midwest...New London (N. H.) 


music teacher in his later years. 


ARTHUR CARPENTER 
Arthur Carpenter, chief electrician 





DODSON MITCHELL 


Dodson Mitchell, 71, veteran of 
the stage, who in a career of 53 


thereafter he was with Belasco as 
stage manager. 


lasting almost 20 years. For 30 years , wood June 5. 


years essayed scores of roles, for 12 
years was a member of Julia Mar- 
lowe’s company and appeared with 
John Drew and Nazimova, died in 
the Polyclinic hospital, N. Y., June 2. 

His aunt, Maggie Mitchell, a noted 
actress in her own right, 





His wife, Maude Beckwith Boag, 


FRED CRESS 
Fred Cress, 48, stage manager of 


secured | the Academy of Music, Philadelphia, illness. 


him a small role in Edmund Collier’s| for more than 20 years, died May 
company and later brought him into | 29, of bronchial pneumonia. Start- 


her own troupe. That began his 
career. He lingered with his aunt | 
long enough to achieve distinction | 
in the role of Didier Barbeau in| 
*Fanchon the Cricket,’ which was 
unfolded at the Grand Opera House, 
N. Y., in 1895. Then came 12 years 
with Miss Marlowe's stock company. 

He appeared with Arthur Daly in 
‘Candida,’ produced in 1903, and 
stayed with Daly for more than 
three years, doing many contem- 
porary Shaw plays. He played Cap- 
tain Lewis opposite John Drew in 
the drama, ‘Richard Carvel,’ pre- 
sented at the Empire, N. Y., in 1900. 
An early associate of Alla Nazimova, 
Mitchell was for three years a mem- 
ber of her company, dating from 
her first arrival on these shores in 
1906. In Ibsen’s ‘Hedda Gabler,’ her 
initial American appearance, Mit- 
chell was Judge Brock opposite her 
Hedda. 

He had also written several plays, 
including ‘Cornered,’ produced at 





IN LOVING MEMORY 
OF MY ADORED MOTIJER 


LILLIAN RUSSELL 


Who Passed Away June 6, 1922 
DOROTHY RUSSELL 


the Astor in 1920. A member of the 
Lambs, his last appearance was with 
Walter Hampden in ‘An Enemy of 
the People,’ presented at the Hudson 
a: few years ago. Other plays in 
which he was cast included ‘Within 


theatre, 
phia, Cress later became a carpenter 


utive board of Local 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees. 





the Gates,’ ‘Stevedore,’ ‘Errant 
Lady,’ ‘Good. Men and True’ and 
*‘Behold This Dreamer.’ 

He leaves his widow. 


PERCY WEADON 


Percy Weadon, 79, veteran legit 
producer, manager and press agent, 
died May 29 in a Long Island hos- 
pital. His real name was Frank 
Preston Weadon. 

Weadon began his career a gen- 
eration ago as press agent for such 
N. Y. theatres as the old Union 
Square, Wallack’s and Daly’s. Later, 
his most successful effort as a pro- 
ducer, in conjunction with Fred 
Whitney, was the presentation of the 
Oscar Straus operetta, ‘The Choco- 
late Soldier,’ which was presented 
in America and abroad. In this 
period he married Lillian Poli, who 
Was appearing in a touring company 
of the operetta. The marriage ended 
by divorce eight years later. 

Weadon was associated for years 
with the then popular light opera 
company, the Bostonians. Later, he 
joined Henry Savage’s' English 
Grand Opera Co. and was credited 
with much of its success. Others 
with whom he had been associated 
are David Belasco, Klaw-Erlanger 
and the Shuberts. 

Funeral services were held in N. 
Y. on Friday (2) under the auspices 
of the Actors Fund. Surviving are 
a son and daughter. 


NARCISSE V. GASTONGUAY 

Narcisse V. Gastonguay, who rep- 
resented Keith-Albee vaude and pic- 
tures in their invasion of Nova 
Scotia in 1907, being provincial man- 
ager, died May 25 in Halifax. 

When Keith-Albee vacated Nova 
Scotia about a decade ago, Gaston- 
guay became a partner of W. A. Af- 
fleck, his brother-in-law, in operat- 
ing the Orpheus, Halifax, one of the 
oldest film theatres in Nova Scotia. 
This house went over to the F. G. 
Spencer chain 18 months ago, and 
since then Gastonguay had not been 
active in film 2xhibiting. 

Surviving are a_ brother 
sister. 


and 


WILLIAM BOAG 


William Boag, 72, who for a long 
time was associated with David 
Warfield and David Belasco, died 
June 1 in his Staten Island (N. Y.) 
home after a six-year illness. 

Boag came to New York from 
Charleston, S. C., his birthplace, as 
a youth, and began his career as a 
stagehand. He later joined Warfield 
as stage manager, the association 


ing backstage work at the old Lyric 
legit house, in Philadel- 


at the Academy and was advanced 


to stage manager. 


Cress was a member of the exec- 
No. 8 of the 


Surviving are his 
wife, three brothers—one of them 


his twin—and a sister. 


FRANK GOOD 
Frank B. Good, 55, cameraman 
and secretary-treasurer of the Amer- 


died June 1, in Hollywood, 
heart attack. Veteran of the silent 
days, Good was chief cameraman 
for Norma Talmadge, Tom Mix, 
Jackie Coogan and George O’Brien. 
His last job was the shooting of 
Alaskan scenes for Paramount’s 
‘Spawn of the North.’ 

He was one of the charter mem- 
bers of ASC and an officer for sev- 
eral years. Surviving is his widow. 


ANGELO CONIGLIONE 
Angelo Coniglione, 53, conductor 


hospital as a result of injuries sus- 
tained the same day in an automo- 
bile-bus collision. 

He had played in and conducted 
various bands in Hartford during 
the last 35 years. Widow, son, two 
brothers and a sister, all of Hart- 
ford, survive. 


KIRT OBER 

Kirt Ober, 64, actor and former 
jockey, died of a heart attack June 
1 in Huntington Beach, Cal., where 
he was working with a carnival 
company. A rider on the old Juarez 
track in his youth, he played vaude- 
ville, stock and numerous small roles 
in pictures. 

Surviving are two sons. 


GARLAND ANDERSON 

Garland Anderson, 53, Negro play- 
wright, died May 31 of heart disease 
in a New York hospital. 

Anderson authored “Appearances,’ 
which in 1925 was produced in N. Y. 
It had only a three-week run, but 
found a better reception in London. 

Surviving is his widow. 


T. W. McMAHON 

T. W. McMahon, 75, owner of Mc- 
Mahon’s outdoor shows, which 
toured the middle west almost 50 
years, died at his home in Marys- 
ville, Kans., May 30 after an illness 
o* two years, 

A native of Pennsylvania, he had 
lived in Marysville for 45 years. 


GEORGE D. KIRBY 

George D. Kirby, around 40, who 
with his wife, Helen Duval, formed 
the vaudeville team of Kirby and 
Duval, was killed instantly in an 
auto crash in Harrison, N. Y., Mon- 
day morning (5). 

Details in the vaudeville section. 


HUGH M. SHIELDS 
Hugh M. Shields, 55, for 20 years 
a cartoonist with the Paul Terry 
Studios, creators of animated film 
cartoons, fell or jumped to his death 
from the llth floor of his N. Y. 
apartment Wednesday (31). 
His widow survives. 


GORDON FILLMAN 

Gordon Fillman, 50, Ontario, Can. 
theatre manager, died at his home 
there Wednesday (31) of a heart at- 
tack. 

Fillman for years operated a chain 
of theatres in various parts of On- 
tario. He had retired about three 
years ago due to ill health. 


MANNY LOWENSTEIN 

Emanuel (Manny) Lowenstein, 84, 
long-time intimate of Carl Laemmle 
and for years a reader at Universal, 
died June 4 in Hollywood. 

Years ago he collabed with George 
M. Cohan on plays and also had sev- 
eral songs published. 


ALBERT HURKA 
Albert Hurka, 76, musician, died 
May 31, in Los Angeles. 





Conductor of the first symphony 


ican Society of Cinematographers, | 
after | 


of the Hartford WPA Symphonic | 
Band, died May 29 in a Hartford | 


at Paramount studio, died in Holly- 
He was with the 
‘studio 13 years. 


| Byron C. Tapley, pianist in the 


was a retired player at the time of | Nickel theatre orchestra, St. John, 
her death in 1933. 


N. B., when it was the first picture 
house band in Canada, and a link 
in the Keith-Albee chain, died re- 


cently in New York after a short | 
He had also been a piano | 
Interment in | 


| teacher and composer. 
IN. Y¥. Surviving is a daughter. 


Wife of Paul O. deFur, producer, 


| Fort Worth hospital following an 
operation. Burial there May 27. 


Mrs. Ida Robbins, 67, of Worcester, 
mother of Jack Robbins, head of the 
Metro-Robbins music publishing 
house, died in her home Saturday 
(3). Survivors are two other sons 
and five daughters. 





Tommy Ladiner, 39, pioneer swing 
trumpeter, formerly with the Noble 
| Sissle and Fletcher Henderson or- 
chestras, died in New York June 3 
of a heart attack. 


Ahaz A. Gray, 57, Georgia fiddling 
champion for five years, died at his 
home in Tallapooso, Ga., June 2, 
1939. 


Mother of ‘Dinty’ Doyle, New York 
Journal-American radio columnist, 
died June 1, in Salem, Mass., aged 72. 





Mother, 73, of Dud Florey, office 
manager for Monogram Pictures in 
Los Angeles, died in L. A., May 31. 





Mary Elizabeth Tyler, 24, secre- 
tary at RKO, died May 29, in Los 


Angeles, 





New Strawhats 








(Continued from page 40) 


repeats aS managing director. Jane 
Bryan set for lead in several pro- 
ductions. Richard Gage and Wes 
McKee will direct plays and Barry 
Sullivan will double at acting-direct- 
ing. Merie Brown and William 
Craigin in troupe. 


Try Jack Shatz Comedy 


‘For Immediate Release,’ new com. 
edy by Jack Shatz, will feature the 
fourth season of summer stock of the 
Rochester Summer theatre opening 
June 9 at East Avon, N. Y. Leon- 
ard Altobell, active with the French 
Theatre of the Four Seasons at the 
Barbizon-Plaza hotel, N. Y., this 
winter, will direct. 


Added Strawhats 

Rockwood Hall theatre, 
Tarrytown, N.Y. 

Long Beach (L.I.) playhouse, Ed- 
ward P. Diamond, July 3. 

Boothbay (Me.) playhouse, June 
28. 

Peterborough, N. H., June 28. 


Lippitt players, Ashton, R.I., June 
10. 


North 


Paper Mill playhouse, Millburn, 
N. J. Alexander Kirkland, Helen 
Thompson, Frank Carrington. Dur- 
ing July. 

Rochester Summer theatre, East 
Avon, N.Y. Leonard Altobell. June 9. 

Lake Tarleton theatre, Pike, N.H., 
June 25. 

Mountain playhouse, Jennerstown, 
Pa. Late June. 

Shawnee players, 
Delaware, Pa. 
July 6. 

Marquette (Mich.) Summer the- 
atre. Joe E. Callaway, July 6. 

Hale Theatre group, Playhouse, 
Merchantville, N. J., Rodney Hale, 
June 6. 

Harvey Lake theatre, Alderson, 
Pa., John Dooley, June 19, 

Connecticut players, Milford, 
Conn., Marcus Merwin, July 1. 


Shawnee-on- 
Joseph E. Doyle. 


Strawhat Pickings 


Sol Jacobson has resigned as p.a. 
for the 49’ers, Chase Barn playhouse, 
Whitefield, N. H., and will beat the 
drum for the Bucks County play- 
house, New Hope, Pa....Bill Doll 
will double as flag-waver for Milton 
Stiefel’s Ivoryton (Conn.) summer 
stock and the ‘Hot Mikado’ at the 
New York World’s Fair...Joe A. 
Callaway, who was associated with 
Margaret Webster in the Maurice 
Evans Shapespearean revivals, will 
operate the Marquette (Mich.) hay- 











WLW, Cincinnati, died May 23 in a | 

















loft, one of the few Equity spots in , 


players plan two tryouts during the 
summer...ditto for Charles Carey's 
strawhat at Lake Mahopack, N. Y. 

. Ann Mason will do ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter’ and ‘Susan and 
God’ at Mt. Kisco, N. Y., then goes 


, to Stockbridge, Mass., late in July 
| for the remainder of the season. 


New Spot in Jersey 
Philadelphia, June 6. 


Hale Theatre group, professional 
company under the direction of Rod- 
ney Hale, stage and screen player, 
opened a 13-week strawhat season 
at the Playhouse, Merchantville, 
N. J., near here, tonight (Tuesday) 
with ‘Shining Hour.’ Film and legit 
names are promised in support of a 
stock company of eight. Members 
of local little theatre groups will be 
invited to participate when larger 
casts are needed. 





Tix Code Shift 











(Continued from page 41) 


received. The cards were turned 
over to the council committee. 


Trying to Duck 10% Tax 
Another attempt is being made to 
have Congress consider elimination 
of the Federal 10% levy on tickets, 
letters having been sent to each 


member of the Ways and Means com- 
mittee. Government’s collection is 
referred to as a war tax, in effect 
since the World War. Pointed out 
that the levy is among the nuisance 
taxes which expire soon, It is ar- 
gued that the legitimate theatre in 
particular ‘has suffered under this 
burden for over 20 years...and out- 
side of munitions is the only indus- 
try that has continued to carry such 
a load,’ 

It has been requested that the 
League, as representative of all legit 
theatres and virtually all producers, 
be heard by the committee, since the 


| theatre, ‘a cultural institution, is a 


sustainer of morale and is so recog- 
nized in war times. It needs not 
hardships or handicaps in the form 
of taxation, but assistance, if not by 
actual subsidy, as is frequently 
given abroad, at least indirectly, 
through the lifting of deterrents.’ 

Claimed, too, that business has 
seldom been so bad in the legitimate 
theatre. Admissions tax collections 
by the Government were the lowest 
for April than for any month since 
January, 1938. Quoted that in April, 
1939, the drop in N. Y. alone was 
more than $100,000 over that of the 
previous month. It was indicated 
that that included all types of ad- 
missions, including cabaret levies. 

Ticket interests appeared to re- 
gard the comment on bad business 
from a different slant. While they 
too would like to see the admissions 
taxes eliminated, it’s contended that 
the code was figured to encourage 
theatre attendance but evidently had 
not worked out that way. 





MARRIAGES 


Patricia Julia Walsh to Alfred 
Wagstaff, 3d, in New York, skedded 
for June 8. She’s an actress and 
daughter of Seena Owen, scenarist 
and star of silent films; he’s in legit. 

Robert Ewing to Florence Moeller, 
in Chicago, June 3. He’s with 
NBC’s Chi transcription department; 
bride is NBC sales department sec. 

Zelda Poulson to Lou Keplinger, 


May 16, in Los Angeles. He’s man- 
ager of KARM, Fresno. 


Gwynne Pickford to Hugh (Bud) 
Ernst in Las Vegas, Nev., May 31. 
Bride is niece of Mary Pickford; 
he’s radio announcer. 

Katharine Mauk to Albert 
Vaughan, in Santa Barbara, June 4. 
He’s publicity director for Sol 
Lesser. 

Roberta Curler to James C. Lord, 
in Janesville, Wis. May 24. He’s 
film technician for 20th-Fox. 

Elsie Buist to Kleve Kirby, in New 


Orleans, skedded for June 15. He’s 
WWL, New Orleans, announcer. 


Burnice Smith to Eddie LeBaron, 
in Yonkers, N. Y., June 4. He’s the 
band leader, 


Merle Oberon to Alexander Korda 
in Antibes, France, June 3. She’s 
the film player; he’s the British film 
producer. 

Adrienne Lee to Harry Neigher in 
New Haven, June 3. She's a radio 
singer; he’s nite life columnist on 
Bridgeport (Conn.) Herald. 


Walter Federman, of New York, 
and Pauline Spiro, June 4, in Bridge- 
port. Bride is daughter of Amster 


Spiro, former city ed of N. Y. Jour- 
nal. 
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MAX BAER WASHED uP 
AFTER KAYO BY NOVA 


By JACK PULASKI 


Smallest crowd for a major open. 
air heavyweight fight in years saw 
the former champ, Max Baer, of 
Livermore, Cal., get smacked around 
at the Yankee Stadium, New York, 
Thursday (1) night by Lou Nova, of 
Alameda, Cal. When the Referee 
Frank Fullam stopped the match in 
the 1lth round it wasn’t even close, 
Those who know Baer’s propensity 
for a good time, piped that if he sips 
champagne, for the time being, at 
least, it will have to be through a 
straw. 

As a topflight boxer Baer is washed 
up; in fact, the man who was rated 
the best in his generation when he 
knocked out Max Schmeling a few 
years ago, never really had anything 
but a good right hand punch, which 
has gone. He had planned, he says, 
to meet Joe Louis again, and had 
visions of recapturing the title. 


There were times during the scrap 
when it looked like Baer would put 
the younger Nova on the canvas. He 
certainly hit Lou enough times with 
that starboard mauler, which merely 
demonstrated that Max has lost the 
zing in his wallop. Ring experts 
who had no particular regard for 
Nova’s prowness were surely right 
in figuring that Max had passed the 
age limit as a topper. Men older 
did fight themselves to the big end of 
the purse, but never good-timed like 
the ex-champ. 

Halfway through it was either 
man’s win. At the end of the sixth 
round, Nova was so groggy that he 
started to walk to a neutral corner 
after the bell. By then he had lost 
two successive rounds for low blows. 
His right eye was damaged and his 
chances distinctly doubtful. 


Nova Comes Through 


Thereafter, however, Lou had the 
upper hand. He kept coming for- 
ward while Baer moved backward, 
continuously trying to avoid Lou's 
stinging left jab, which kept his 
wounds dripping. Never during the 
fight did the younger man seem 
wary of Baer’s punches. He took all 
and still waded in. Baer was a gory 
mess for the last five rounds, a deep 
cut inside his lower lip and claret 
from his schnozzle almost choking 
him, resulting in the fight being 
stopped, 

At the end Baer’s face evidenced 
the beating he took—mouth all out 
of shape, right eye almost closed 
and the other peeper not much bet- 
ter. Nova looked fresh, but required 
medical attention, mostly to bloody, 
cauliflowered ear. 


Supposed reason for the match was 
to establish a contender for Louis late 
in the summer. Champ meets Tony 
Galento June 28, for the tilte at the 
Stadium but few people except the 
human beer barrel figure that Tony 
has a chance. Joe and Tony were 
introduced in the ring and the fans 
snickered. Anything can happen in 
a heavyweight fight, but if Galento 
lasts as long as Baer did against 
Louis, a lot of fistic fans will be sur- 
prised. The Bomber dropped Max 
in four rounds, 


According to the dope, Nova may 
be the logical contender after the 
Galento battle. He certainly did 
more damage to Baer than expected, 
but that he can absorb punches from 
Louis similarly is something else. He 
thinks he can and is clamoring for 
a meeting. Among those who rate 
Nova has a chance against Louis is 
ex-champ Jim Braddock. But then, 


.too, Braddock may be just senti- 


mental; he seconded Nova against 
Baer. Nova was favored, 11-10. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs, Henry Ginsberg, son, 
in Hollywood, June 1. Father is 
vice-president and general manager 
of Selznick-International. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dan Thomas, son, in 
Hollywood, June 1. Father is press 
agent for Universal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Burns, son, in 
Santa Monica, May 30. Father is 
screen and radio player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Fast, son, in 
Hollywood, May 28. Father is head 
of Republic’s payroll department. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Farrow, son, 
in Los Angeles, May 30. Mother is 
Maureen O’Sullivan, film player; 
father is film director-writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Gleason, son, 
in Los Angeles, June 1, Father is 
screen player. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Facenda, s0n, 
in Philadelphia, June 3. Father’s an 
announcer at WIP, Philly. 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Howard, 
daughter, in Philadelphia, June 3. 
Father’s a nitery m. c. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Carroll, son, 
in Hollywood June 4. Father scripts 





Kraft radio show. 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





Plug for Erika Mann 
Chicago. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


1 hope you will print the following 
open letter to Broadway: 


Two years ago a few of us saw a 
witty, charming revue, ‘The Pepper- 
mill,’ arranged by Erika Mann in the 
New School for Social Research. It 
was the kind you tell all your friends 
not to miss for anything—but it was 
only scheduled for some days in a 
small hall without commercial back- 
ing, and most of New York did miss 
it—not to speak of the rest of the 
country. 

Since that time Erika Mann has 
written a best seller; she has toured 
the country lecturing; and her fath- 
er’s achievements have been spread 
all over the pages of ‘Life’. Most of 
the talented refugees who staged that 
show are still in this country, includ- 
ing the ineffable comic dancer, Lotte 
Goslar. New talent has continued to 
accrue to us due to the stupidities 
abroad. National sentiment can be 
gauged by the Gallup poll and the 
popularity of Warners’ ‘Confessions 
of a Nazi Spy’. 

Why doesn’t some 
grab hold of a sure thing and spread 
a feast for us by getting Erika Mann 
to do a new ‘Peppermill’? 

Jessie Lloyd O’Connor. 
(Mrs. Harvey O’Connor.) 








Says Billy Glason 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


4 . | 
A great injustice was done me and 


my first radio program on WMCA. 
In your May 24 issue, Scho made ref- 
erence to the fact that the laughter 
that greeted our script by studio 
audience was ‘prop laughter to im- 
press its audience.’ 

Such was not the case. 


All the | see, from Vartety, it is reacting on 





general but, as ‘Mr. Broadway’ he 
was not catered to. My script writer, 
Matty Cohen, catered mainly to those 
who tune in their radios for enjoy- 
ment and not for criticism. As far as 
‘corny comedy,’ as Scho referred to 
it, he can be kept very busy ‘cutting 
it off the cob’ from many other 
shows that have the good fortune of 
being network and having a sponsor. 
This was one show where we 
didn’t ask for laughs or tell the audi- 
ence when and where to applaud, as 

they usually do at most broadcasts. 
I'd appreciate it very much if you 
printed this letter and help set my- 
self right in the eyes of those who 
might have seen this notice and who 
might be of some help to me in my 
struggle to attain the same position 
in radio as I’ve had in vaudeville. 1 
never had to ‘force laughter’ then, 
and I’m not going to start now. And 
I assure you I'm telling you the truth 

that it was real and legitimate. 
Billy Glason, 
Also Endorses Glason 
New York. 


| Editor, VARIETY: 


big producer | 


You did Billy Glason a great in- 


| justice when you allowed a write-up 





of his radio show to be referred to 
as a corny show, that was spoiled by 
forced laughs that were requested of 
the audience. I was there and as a 
performer I resent such a misstate- 
ment of facts. The response in 
laughter and applause was genuine 


'and no request was made for same. 


Mrs. B. Mhand. 


’Twas the Same in Paris 
Paris. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
I hope that the New York Fair will 
be all that is expected, but so far I 


laughs he heard were legitimate and | Broadway just as the Paris Exposi- 


unsolicited. He 


is entitled to his/| tion did on local shows. 
personai opinion of the program in | 


Maxime Levy. 





Booking: Harris Named President 


4 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 

Nine of the country’s leading 
arenas, which bought over $1,000,000 
worth of talent last season, have or- 
ganized for group booking in 1939- 
40, with John H. Harris head of 
Duquesne Garden here and also in 
charge of Harris Amus. Co., as pres- 
ident. 

Corporation will be known as 
Arena Managers Assn. and office is 
to be opened immediately in New 
York with a manager in charge. 
He'll book attractions, assist in or- 
Zanizing and producing _ special 
shows, assimilate and distribute in- 
formation and recommend biz tonics 
In general. 

Charter members are Duquesne 
Garden here, Providence (R. I.) 
Auditorium, Syracuse Arena, New 
Haven Arena, Springfield (Ill.) aud- 
itorium, Philadelphia Arena, Her- 
Shey Estates Arena, Cleveland Arena 
and Boston Arena. 


Walter Brown, of Boston, has 
been elected treasurer and _ vice 
president, with Louis Pierie, of 


Providence, secretary. Brown leaves 
in couple of weeks for Europe to 
scout new ice acts and productions 
for the corporation. 


KRIMSKY TAKES OVER 





NORTH’S ‘CENTAURS’ 





John Ringling North, g.m. of the 
Ringling-Barnum & Bailey circus, 
resigned Monday (5) as producer of 
the Cavalcade of Centaurs, rodeo 
at the N. Y. Fair, giving as rea- 
Sons that he needed to devote his 
attention to his circus 
John Krimsky, the Fair’s entertain- 
ment director, was placed in charge 
of the wild west attraction by 
Grover A. Whalen. 

North organized and directed the 
entire show since it opened about 
two weeks ago. 
enter this enterprise after the ex- 
Position virtually financed the whole 
deal; which is why an expo. rep. 
is taking over. Biz has been very 
dull in the past seven days, with 
numerous schemes introduced in 
hopes of bolstering business. 





The St. Charles hotel, Winnipeg. 
has closed its Grill Room for the 
Summer, as usual, with Johnny Ber- 
Mg’s band taking to the road. 











Cafes Disgusted 








(Continued from page 1) 





Broadway shows, clubs, and similar 
amusements. 

One other thought, not without 
merit, is that the second year of the 
Fair may be better for Greater New 
York’s show biz than this year—on 
the theory national economic condi- 
tions in 40 may be much better than 
is the standard these days. 





Frisco Ups, as Tourists Start 
San Francisco, June 6. 

Attendance at the Golden Gate In- 
ternational Exposition is on the up- 
ward trend, according to expo oOffi- 
cials. First steady trickle of the 
tourist trade is evident. 

President Roosevelt is expected to 
make his second visit to the Fair 
this month. His first glimpse came 
before the opening of the expo, when 
he was entertained at a luncheon at 
the Administration Building last 
year. 

George Creel, U. S. commissioner 
to the Fair, has issued orders to 
keep the Federal Building lighted 





activities. | 


He was induced to, 


the county and foreign buildings 
located on the east side of the island 
| into line in brightening up the expo 


| after dark, with the Federal Build- | 


ing setting a bad example by shut- 
ting off its floodlights at 8 o'clock. 

Up to now the foreign nations 
have been opening and closing their 
exhibits almost any hour. 
being thrashed out with representa- 
tives of the 30 nations exhibiting at 
the Fair in an attempt to get them 
to keep pavilions open definite 
hours. 

Managers of nine county groups 
of buildings started a war last week 
on the power rates on the island. A 
‘strike’ on paying of electric bills 
has been threatened unless an ad- 
justment is made. Electric rates vary 
between $200 and $1,500 per month 
for the various exhibits, according to 
managers, who also claim exorbitant 
charges for water bills, garbage re- 
moval rates and express charges. 

Concessionaires are trying to get 
| the state legislature to adopt an 


| amendment to the California tax law 
' which will free them from property 
Tex Cameron, chairman of the’ 


"tax. 


This is} 


No Hamlet 


The N. Y. Police Department 
has a playlet which goes on six 
times daily in the city building 
at the World’s Fair, sketch being 
called ‘Murder at Midnight.’ 
Number of detectives and har- 
ness bulls are the actors and 
some don’t like the trick which 
calls for their presence at the 
Fair from 10 each morning into 
the night. One dick who is a 
wit is trying to get back to his 
regular assignment. 

‘I’ve even called up Equity,’ he 
said, ‘and told ’em I was scab- 
bing.’ 











financial difficulties, has been re- 


has been halved. 
show, ‘Elysium,’ bowed last week. 
Sam Levin is backing this venture 
located in the midst of ‘Television 
City,’ a new enterprise. 


AFA FOLDS F-M 
CIRCUS IN CAL. 


Hollywood, June 6, 

Refusal of Fanchon & Marco to 
sign an American Federation of Ac- 
tors closed shop agreement caused 
Jack W. Kramer, head of local AFA, 
to step in with result that Great 
American Circus, first tent venture 
of F&M, folded in Pomona, Cal., 
Thursday (1). 

Circus was bankrolled by F&M, 
with nominal ownership vested in 
Wayne Daillard, former Fox-West 
Coast San Diego manager, and 
Charles Nelson. Opening May 24 
at Inglewood (suburb of Los _ An- 
geles), outfit owas sporadically 
booked under asupices, but venture 
came to grief at start of second 
week. 

AFA claims jurisdiction over 35 of 
the 84 performers carried, their 
jurisdiction including 20 F&M Fan- 
chonettes. 

Failure of Mike Marco to come to 
terms with AFA necessitated hiring 
of workmen through employment 
agency to load show and ship it to 
the Ringling winter quarters at 
Baldwin Park. Tent, equipment and 
some animals were leased from the 
Ringlings, with pione circus vets 
in charge of operating departments. 











Harvey Condition Critical 


Mt. Vernon, O., June 6. 

Leon Harvey, 48, ballad singer 
with the Beth Kinsey tent show, is 
in a hospital here, still in a serious 
condition, following an accident in 
which his automobile skidded off the 
| highway near here and crashed into 
_a bridge about 10 days ago. 
| Vaufan Snedeker, 28, comedian 
| with the same troupe, who was rid- 
| ing with Harvey, was killed. 








— 


Coney Isle, Greatest Nickel Show, 
Brags It's Outdrawing N. Y. Fair 





By JO RANSON 
Brooklyn, June 6. 


Greatest nickel empire in the 


| world, Coney Island, took down its 


| shutters 





| hung out shingle reading, 
his group, says that they are already | oddly enough, if last two weeks’ biz 
struggling under burdens of charges | 1S any barometer, Coney is in decent 
and costs as heavy as they can bear. | Position to thumb its worn nose at 

‘Greenwich Village,’ which was} Whalen’s spectacle in Flushing, as 
closed for several weeks because of | far as crowds are concerned. 


| 





| 


last week, daubed Surf 
avenue, boardwalk and Bowery 
with two new coats of enamel and 
‘Sweat in 
Coney,’ and, 


Flushing, Swim in 


Coney’s getting the mob, half a 


opened with Will Wright and Carl million on Sundays, and the Fair is 
Holt at the helm. Nut for the show getting nowhere near that number 
Another nudist | 


of visitors. But that’s all Coney ap- 
pears to be getting at the moment— 
just a tremendous straggling of 
moujiks shopping for nickel knishes, 
nickel gravity rides, nickel games, 
nickel roll-downs, and a niche in 


which to squat on the clean beach, | 


for which, thanks to Park Commish 
Bob Moses, who has instilled the 
fear of God and cleanliness in hearts 
of bathers and pedestrians on the 
brown sand. 


Concessionaires, game operators, 
ride men and Coney’s Chamber of 


STIFF-NECK 
DEPT. BLAMED 
AT FAIR 


The they-shall-not-pass red tape 
set up by the N. Y. Fair’s treasury 
department, which is in charge of 
ducats, etc., is blamed by showmen 
for the adverse hinterland press. 
Some of the stupid things that gate- 
men have executed—‘strict orders,’ 
is the alibi—has irked visiting news- 
hawks. 


Resultant press raps anent food 
prices, high tariffs in hotels, etc., are 
blamed at the bursar’s office which 
seemingly overrules every effort of 
the Fair’s press department, which 
is eager to be more cooperative. 


Plan of Fair officials to give visit- 
ing newspapermen a break by per- 
mitting their wives or possibly a 
member of his family a free trip to 
midway concessions had a peculiar 
reaction last week. Ducats covering 
most midway shows were made 
available the final week in May, with 
few in circulation until May 27. Con- 
cession people squawked in some in- 
stances to the publicity department, 
claiming the treasury division had 
not notified them of the passes. A 
few concessionaires were so obdurate 
that they bluntly refused to honor 
them. 











NY. World’s Fair Sidelights 








Fair officials expect the latter part of June to tell the story regarding 
the possibility of large daily gates, with the bulk then coming from out-of- 


| town visitors. 


Right now, the daily paid gate is averaging around 100,000 


net, which is not bad considering it represents a daily gross of $75,000. 


several hours later each night. Expg | But it is not up to preliminary expectations which were to bring the total 
had difficulty in bringing some of attendance to 50,000,000 to 60,000,000 the first year. 


| —_—_—- -- 


Decision to make entrances to the Working Press-Treasury Dept. build- 


_ ing and the Post Office-Publicity structure outside the exposition grounds 


in these structures. 


was taken in order to eliminate the usual redtape for visitors with business 
Long delays for business visitors on legitimate mis- | 


sions in these buildings resulted in loud squawks from many who had to 


cool their heels for 30 minutes or more in the Administration building, | 


while emergency passes were issued. 





American flag is now flying from the top of the Giant Parachute Jump 


in the midway. 


Supposed to top the red light on the Russian building | 


| statue, but officially it is up in the air only 250 feet while the Soviet peak 
| is 269 feet high. The landscape perspective gives it the No. 1 altitudinous 


| appearance, however. 





| Slim business at the Cavalcade of Centaurs is now ascribed to the fact 
that the average midway visitor doesn’t realize it’s a wild west show and 


nothing else. 


Many prospective customers are stumped by the word} 


‘Cavalcade’ and few have any idea what ‘centaur’ stands for. 





Fair association rents the plots on the midway to concessionaires at an 


annual fee. 


It collects a percentage of the gate besides. 


And then has its 


| own treasury division officials on hand to collect the coin and guard the 


sequently. 


j 


gates to see that tickets are properly picked up. Money is split up sub- 





Newsreel crew workers have been given silver badges which are sup- 


posed to get them up close to dedicatory ceremonies and other events on 


the grounds without delay. 


Similar gold badges have been given radio 
technicians and public events crew workers. 


Commerce are all shouting simulta- 
neously that the presence of the 
World’s Fair will mean extra dough 
in Coney’s coffers. Mebbe it will, 





but not until an earnest effort is 
made to bolster attractions, particu- 
larly on Surf avenue. One of the 
major magnets in former years was 
Luna Park’s majestic nightly illu- 
mination. All this now is gone and 
the Park is dark and moribund. 
Bankruptcy receivers are looking 
for someone to reopen the place but 
so far no takers. Sign in front of 
Luna is optimistic. It reads: ‘A 
greater Luna will open in May, 
1939.’ It’s June, boys, better take it 


down. However, Coney, fully realiz- 
ing the dangers of a poorly-lit main 
thoroughfare, is planning to string 
up electric lights along Surf avenue 
from West 5th street to West 19th. 
Heretofore light went up only for 
Mardi Gras week. 

Tillyou’s, most enterprising of 
Coney’s operators, have done nifty 
job redecorating front and inside of 
their tremendous play pavilion, 
Steeplechase. They continue to give 
vaiue in their combo ticket for four 
bits, offering in addition to assort- 
ment of rides, free dancing, free 
circus with top billing going to Pal- 
lenberg’s Bears. Show also features 
Great Arleys, perch act; Silver Won- 
der Horse and Royal Doberman Pio- 
neers. Three Tilyou lads, Eddie, 
Frank and George, are directing 
park’s Destiny, and doing superbly. 
Frank Tilycu, also chairman of 
Coney group which managed to get 
together several thousand dollars in 
pledges to help organize publicity 
bureau, purpose being to bring some 
of the Fair throng to Coney’s shores. 

Park Commissioner Moses _ has 
| done wonders cleaning up beach and 
boardwalk. He’s given place Jones 
Beach atmosphere. Help dressed in 
sailor suits. New life guard towers 
and movable lifeguard chairs have 
been brought in. Another innova- 
tion this semester is presence of in- 
ternes and physicians to handle first 
aid cases. Previously life guards 
were called in to treat injured. 

Island’s present sideshows are not 
‘the attractions they were in former 
years. At present only top rarking 
freak show is Sam Wagner’s on Surf 
avenue, with ‘Marian, the Headless 
Girl,’ main act. Several side show 
operators are in bad with License 
Commissioner Paul Moss because of 
dubious tactics Jast season. Matter 
now before courts. 

Liberal interpretation of new or- 
dinance which prohibits barking is 
being sought by Coney Chamber of 
Commerce. As originally planned 
by City Council, ordinance was di- 
rected against East Side clothing 
store puller-ins. Recently flock of 
summonses were handed out at Is- 
land in effort to cut down solicita- 
tion. Big and little barkers got 
tickets. 

Paul Fulton now managing di- 
rector of Half Moon hostelry. He's 
planning to install nightly entertain- 
ment for summer visitors. Harry 
Rogers’ musicers playing in hotel's 
ocean terrace. Fulton had Eugene 
Zaikine do new murals in grill 
Lobby contains large copy of Trylon 
and Perisphere fashioned by hotel's 
engineering staff. . 


B Pix with Plenty of Mustard 


You can get hot dog and beer with 
free films at Mardi Gras on Surf 
avenue. Strictly B pics with plenty 
of mustard. Brighton theatre dark. 
| Anna Dubrivinsky has Yiddish play- 
_ house on Surf avenue. Loew’s Coney 
| Island bucking ‘Fascination Bingo’ 
with ‘Circus Screeno.’ One-cent 
game on West 15th street. Feltman’s 
boasting of special roll toasting pro- 
cess (pat. pending). Nathan’s doing 
| socko biz with hot dogs, knishes. 
| ‘Tropical drinks’ throughout island. 
Italian restaurants featuring spa- 
ghetti at 20c. per plate. Paddy 
Shea’s and Lane’s still onerating a la 
Irish fashion. Doctor Martin Couney, 
| baby incubator pioneer, has for- 
|saken Island for World’s Fair. No 
rifle war yet; 10 shots for 10c. Sketch 
artists down to 5c. for portraits. 
Eden Musee wax works, with Fred 
Meers operating for Sam Gumpertz, 
getting 10c. admish and _ starring 
replica of Peru's five-year-old 
‘mother. Hi Ho Casino at Brighton 
another Roseland. Brighton deli- 
|catessen store special: garlic wurst 
23c. per pound. C. J, Hilbert, pub- 
lic utilitite, new Coney Chamber of 
Commerce prexy. 

Says Joe Savvarino, Coney’s boot- 
black, ‘I’ll clean up this year. Might 
even get married, if I make enough.’ 
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TARZAN BILL 
RODGERS is doing | 


ARZAN EDDIE 
AUNDERS is 
oing it! a 


Everybody at M-G-M 
is doing it! And you'll 
join the joyful yells for 
the big Show of Shows! 


ARZAN FINDS A SON’ 


Screen it fast! It’s more excitement than the screen has known in years. It’s a circus! 
‘ eg A show for showmen! Give a YELL! 


> 
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The one and only JOHNNY WEISSMULLER with Maureen O'Sullivan and John Sheffield, Ian Hunter, Henry St 
Frieda Inescort, Henry Wilcoxon, Laraine Day + Screen Play by Cyril Hume ~ Based upon*the Characters Created y 
4 Rice Burroughs + Directed by Richard Thorpe + Produced by Sani‘Zimbalist ae, 














